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Persian ‘Tarif’ revision. 
Pat VE oe 


Karun—Tobran road. | ‘Tranamits Memorandum 
by General Sir T. E, Gordon. 


| Persian Loan. ‘Transits translation of tele 
‘gram from chief offee, Tehran 
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im Commander- | 


proceedings of 
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land Sie A, Hardinge +» eee 
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Gull ant Goveenment of India =| 
ixven wo Porsians though in hands of Briton | | 
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Mr, O. Hardinge 


Tavian mabjecte ne 

Auulienee with Shah, Mutual praise of Atbeg- | 22 | To Sie AH 
{Azam Reported stormy scene at Palace, | 

fo abaequeut tice on “ith August 
Borsan Milery Concession, Sir A, Mardin 
‘os ale of Messrs, 
Concesion 


pert opinion 
lial and. Arnold's 


Contents of No. 14, Part VI com India Office 
‘municated to Grand Visier, who expresed 


Irprioe at sch reports 


Mohamearah eutows. Refers to No, 198, 

Tart Vi. Atbeyforonrable to. Sheik 
Xiao ifr Yhat Sheikh granted fre 
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Disturbances jn Aserbjand. Turkish Ame 

Thasulur florins of Riswian of of toaps | 
sige Hee orig eet lee pe isiag 
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Part VI, Numerous arte 
of these pamphlets 








‘Septe 16, 1901 | Troubles on the Perso-Baloch frontier, Refers 
{To Nos. 149 and 189, Part Vi, Shah accepts 
‘proposed scheme for co-operation, Trane 
Tuts official reply from Persian Goverameot, | 
slo tslograw from His Majesty's Consul 
‘Meshed relative to relations between Ross 
‘Vioe-Consul in. Seistan and Damani raider 
awieh fudignant at Me Miller's 


Finances of Persia, Conversation with Grand 
Vises repeetiog. The propose loan 


report by Surgeon: Capt 
to His Majesty's Conau-Genorl at Meso 
Featve to, quarantine at Torbat-Haian, 
Sith special feferenc to dtention o pilgrim 
Sarr of at Nay and oy te 


Mi Nats explana 
Teansnite copie of correpondence relive 
w a iaaANe tah 
sn egies nsisturond f Kucn 
“Franumite Mesed Diary. revpeting iy 
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i:Dowlehe reply toquien se 


in Persia anid in adjacent Central 
‘uonthly summary by 
uported subjuge 
‘Shahseveod. tribe, 


roubles in 


Reper to Persia, Count Las 
‘dor devion all kuowledge of it, "Toutes 
ft informations xoat fausees™ i 

Mohsiomerah, Mefery to No, 204, Part Vi 

is Offee's ebjection to. making. Ahwai 
the principal Perpan eustomshouse 


Runo-Persian Tati thon of Russian 
amvewdment 10 revise Tarif terminate 
Probable rejection of Ransian proposals 


flong Tine sarked on Colonel Wahab’ 
fd submit joint report to the two Govern= 


ton, Refers to No.24. Pram 
sla copy of lara Tom, Viceroy of th 

ober regarding propored deputation of 
Major Daves to the Amin eoutey 


‘Trausmits telegra 
ie Aron, 


finavlal position, Ruasia's vassal. 
Suggests four alternative cemesien, Mattors 
should Hot be allowed 10 dif. 3 
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Aden delimitation. India Office suggests 
joint Commission for purpose of, and 
that meanwhile Political Officer from’ Aden 
be ent to report on Turkish action in Amiri 
country. Does his Excellency approve! 


Mr, Maclean's dismissal from Persian Min 
Due to Rossian preaure, Rusia. 
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‘Grand Viner for explanation of treatment of| 
Mr Maeleaa see ve 

Use of French fog by anbjeets of Sultan of 
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to Government of Tndia and inclonure relative 


reporting” encroachnent of T | 
‘on Dahall territory, and necessity for defining | 
Timi, Vieeroy Fecomuends Major Davies 
fb the work 3 


Sopply of silver to Mint of Bersa by Rust 
Russian Minister denies all knowledge of, | 
The information emanated from orw head 
of Mint, a Belgian. 


Visit of M. Sinuis to Bahrein. Action in 
regard (approved ewe 


Reported grant of silver movoply to Russian | 
ork, cormapondence sith 
hist Stanger of Impera Hank a 

Asks for tnterventon of Hiv Majesty 
Seren. SM. unjust 
gation wil wo dbobt move in the matter 








Ad Dareja, ‘Transmits copy. of letter from | 
Hesideat at Aden, ted October, relative 10 


Ade delimitation. Sees ne objection to | 
Tain “Offee sendiog Toliteal Ofirer_at 
net aypet Air eounty. Delay in| 
fnewecing. de (0. hope hil” Mohammed | 
Nasie would be rewoved fom feutier 

New Persian Loa, Persian Goveramest ay 
‘ot contact fr before old cae pal. Mer 

siving bondholders six months! notice, they | 

fan redeem the later Int January, 1270 | 

For conditions, see Mr. Spring, Hiss dese 

29 ot Sth Ape, 1900 oe 
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Toeflient, and a bindrance to. Nus 
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‘Tranamits documents relative 10 


Persian finances: Consignmen 
Tusssian Bank, Atabog.asks for ai 
his request for 800,000 


Reporte geant of silver mononely to 
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grounds do. they ask for intervention of Hix 
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Majesty elation to ite 
tecerved on brand | 


Bakliart Kol Agreeinent. Helens to No, 47. 
Tnnerjretation of Apreewent doubly May 
act upon Mis contention “4 


Shuster-Rermaushial Boal, Hay any. progress 
‘en ae natiions between Enphrate 
aud Tigre Commjany an lujerial Honk of 
Pein? 


Aden, tufurms of No, 
Ye wet ts an 


Pinney upon Barein 
Part Vi. Uranonite copy d 
Hie Majesty at Huss ral, reporting 
ustuctoryrenult of repreyemations 
fitted in No, 145, Hag-tustreted inh te 
fee evptsoentations on arrival of ue 
Vai i ts 4 
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Shit Kerman 
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fiefers sa Nu. BS. Astle 
zit shou wt be 
‘ot having information 
view Tarif Use judgment wily regard to 
lesan for autirnce with Shak 


Persian Vann efere tm Na, 30. Rus 
Nimbagoador iy totersiew agreed with views 
rv as to anutual agreeinent.Iuvsls 

favour of vieweal Uritsh ant Ri 
‘of influence 


Amie of Hithals, Davies. beive 
‘ep deal feta 


Hassiderr, ‘Tra 
tot, Vorvan 


Lown, ‘Transits legeam to Vieetn 
Huh October. Me. Haniinge authorised 
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Persian 1a 
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Ww ease ie Nate ver 
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Persian Lowe, Refare to N \ 
Grand Water of possiiity of joint iiansil 
rsistauce from Husaia ant Great Bit 


‘dea delimitation. -Trananits copy of No, 82, 
Majesty's Government have acceptel 

Davies should, in Lord Lanydowne’s 

‘pion, be careful nut to appear to prejudge 
Aisputed qvestio c 


orbat-i-Haidash and Selstaa quarantine, 
Mefers to No.4. From No. 17 it will be 
seen representations have slready beet male 


i Fawyih Dawes to. Sie T. 
it before Board of Bank of | 

» consider reply of | 

Hank on, Weelvendas aid | 
Sir |. Danes will 6 | 
iterwards 


Pession Fane Spoke, to Grand Vi 
emu Urges dealing with 
Aitert {ig ye negotiations for loan wit 

fusal of shaky 10 grant Tabrect Road 
Fenn, Contdentiatinforwition. Relers 
No as, as 40 prevean state off yegotia 


y= Kermanshoh Road, Acknowledges 


aval ve iy Prisian Gill, Refers co No. 297, 
hans V_Transmite-coprespouenes reat 
‘aL the Haine eoyst to Sultay 


oar of Alussin View-Cousol fu 
Traits eupies of telesramis relating this 
poliey ons Balu) frome % 





0 No 74, Siyport 
end Concession | 


Geant Vier, formal 
isin for hvu, of 000,000 
‘etwees ton atid Connerelal Te 
Tro fu bo a 
‘Trani pe 
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AbveseLspalan, Hoad, Refirs to No, 134, 
Tort Vi Agreement between Euphrates 
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Te Takhtland Chiefs for main " 
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et, 13, 1901 | Bak Reters w Now.26] 
a 8 lence with 

Hig Majesty's Conscl-General at lepahan, 

Inportatirat Artiles 2 an! 3 of Agreement. 

Eatter tot explirit euvogh to justify quarrel 


ie OS Tu ay 
Re cece ota ea 
cea eer le 
ae 


ior ste Seu i Car 
ithe Seen Bache ke 
Hp Re hla Nad 
celeritete ar 
who favnuts the scheme | 
Vnvident at Shira betweet: Sto: -ey-Sultam | 
rae Ah Rice Titer 
eet rele ar 
Eel rt detp area eal 


Monthly wnuwwary by Major Napice. ‘Tranes 


Gold Lom of 1900 
Teausmits Runs text 
tion of terme | 


stboot of Kuban. 
rail offal 
for constructing a railway gran eae 


Persian Lean, Melee 
Lamsdorf denies 
inquire of ME va 
teple. Trwssmite Eregeh 
ga wich 


m Dea nation Relen 
al 7H He Majesty's G 
ett racroues of. te” ponies 
at being iv : 
inprese pam 
esa 


Persian Laan negotiations. 
ion wile Cont Landon N 
wo eocladad”Asaice pak on serous | 


Revision of Treaty of Nurcomgncbal, Trags- 
DPrbels oY rejected. Agreeton 


E lrigude. Refers to No. 160, Part V, 


Sir A. Hardioge 
India Office 


Sir A. Hardinge 


Mr.C. Hardioge «. 


‘To Sir A, Hardloge «- 


To Sie N. O'Conor «| 

Sir A. Hardioge 4 

‘To Si A, Hardig 
edinge «| 
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‘ested by India Office 
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Persian Tarif revision, Refers to No. 2 
Russian demands ee iy 


Ayn SouhakAni, Trait 
{Captain ira‘ rpor on eent event 08 
‘de oer, | 


svith those in foree in India 


Proposed increase of duty on ten, Transmite 
correspondence with M. Naus, who claims 
{hat this wil nor affect ot 


Persian Tarif changes. Refers to No. 99, 
‘Objections ised by Persian Goveroment 10 
certain Russian proposals 


98. Grand 
what prospeets of 
‘Anxious to. sett 


Aes dtinitation Refers to na 
Trutructions telegraphed to Resident at Aden. 
Te Port ready to depute oflcer 
proceed alon frontier with Brit 


Persian Loan, Refers to No. 104, How far 
to authorize an advance to. Persian 


Persian Laan. ML 


Persian Loan, Refore to No. 104. | Conte 
lots on whieh Secretary of State for India 
prepared to advance 60,0002, 4 


‘Aden delimitation, Iefers toNa, 6. Iuduan 
Gorernaient will proceed to chooye suitable 
ufhcer if Turkish, Goveroment.propared to 
lope one immediately ar 


Persian Loan, Refers to No. 108, Grand 
Virier askod if this advance would be in 
opportion to terms of previous Russian loan 


Persian Loan, Refers to No, 108, Propos 
‘hat, Yorn should be made through mperil 
Tank need not be absolutely rejected 


Incident at Shiraz, Hefers to No. 87. Ape 
proves xetion and proposal we 


‘Turkish gorrivon at AL Hana, Traunnite 
Totter and inclosure from Foreign Secretary 
‘of 17th October. . 5 


Persian Loan, Objections of Goverament of 
adi to cvnditions a 


Persian Lona, Refers to No. 110. Gra 
Vira fear of Mutsian annoyauce. Loan 
siould bo tuade through Imperial Bank 


Petsian Lon, Interview with Count Lame 
orf, Negotiations not actualy cousluied, 








Propoval for joimt loan 
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Persian Loan, Tranamits Memorandum by 
‘Count Lamsdorf, mentioning fact that 
negotiations taking place, and contain 
ross miarepresentations of remarks relative 
to Manchuria by His Majesty's Chargé 
G'Afhires. Transmits amended copy of 
Memoranda 


Persian Loan, Interview with M. de Witte, 
degies ever having seen No, 59; and 
ers proposals out of the question 


Persian Loan, Conditions on which Govero- 
Teot of Tndia is prepared to advance money 


Tranvmite telegram from Vice 
‘November 10, relative to movements. of 
Russia Vier-Consul oF 


‘Ade delinitation, Refers to No. 109. 
‘Turkish Commissioners appointed 


‘Travamits letter ant fnclosare 
“American 
alah poliey 


Mugeat alairs 
ft 


Aden delini Tranetite telegram, to 
Viceroy, Novernber 11, askiog him to select 
Betsh officer 


Loan, Hefers to Nos. 108 and 110, 

‘answer to offer for asurance 
that Russia has no objections, Russian Go 
‘verninent insist on Tari belig Kept wecret. | 


later from Captain Cox 
rntuat of lain telative to Sat ex- 
yesition 


Persian Loan, Refers to No. 128, May ine 
form Grand Vitler of language held br 
Made Witte ou subject reported in No. 107 


Pers Loan. ‘Tranemits telegram to Vieoe 
oy of Lith Novemser regarding; re 


usof M, Goguyer at Muscat. Noiificalty 
in referiing to AM. Ottayi, wow it: Paris oo 
the subject 


Persian Loan. Refers to No. 126. Action 
Already tl proposed therein, Grand 
Viner seks tout should. be paid. through 
Toyperial Buok i 


Moai Concession in Penis. Report iat Ta 
eral Dank propose to elo Pena Go- 
ents Danger of Hassan expansion «- 


Aden delimitation. ‘Tranwmits correspondence 
relative to Dihali affaire 


Persian Loan. Draft telegram to ‘Tehran | 
reply to No. 129 approved 


Persian Loan. Refers to No. 129. Could | 
‘be sade throagh Inperil Bank i assurances 
pected in previous telegrams a8 to Tarif, 

vd adyxatages tv Selstan and southern ports 
re made independently of nancial rane 
‘Conditions =| 128 
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1, 


Nov. 18, 


Penian Loan, ‘Transmits draft of No, 183 
Torapprord)ss) seek 


Persian Loan, Refers to No. 192, Posic 
tion of Persim Government, and. course he 
jropoves in case His Majesty's Government 
‘antk agree to thelr request + 


Shalis vist to Europe, Harem fond to, pro- 
ide expenses, _ Shggests a formal invitation 
tohim to visit London 3 


Raids. from Persian 
Refers to No, 15, 
fetter from Russian Viee-Consul anil native 
‘agent to Chief of Damini ibe. 


Pope etn, Tans dopa fom 
SuleGeneral, fapabn, reporting eon 
Fermtlon em between Zicessalan and 
Merdoueph Walog MP. 


Silver sappy for Pern Mints Meters 0 
Tio. 200 Grand Visi desis intention t0 
Shonopey. ana 

jondence with Grand Visier 


General Kuropatkine's visit 
"Tranamite extract from Mi 
Mew ae) eh 


ndiaw guard for Consolate-Genoral at Uy 
Reaon of arcangemoot explained to Per 
Foreign Ofies oficial. 


Russo-Pervian commercial negotiations, Agree- 
nt arrived at of ost pointe.  Detaily of 

‘Tranamite Momorandam handod by hina 

Grn Vier relative to dues on ton 


Persian Loan, Refers to No. 
ajenty"s Government sees no objection to 
ceubodiment of separate Agreement as to 
‘Tariff changes, and with reard to xouthern 
ports and provinces, provided loan 
Hependent oh fulslment of these eonditions 


Kuni-Sultanabad Road Concension. Tsranour 
‘of alo to Peraan Goternwent correct? 


Survey of Persian Gulf, 
iponsence with Political Resldeat jn Persian 
Git relative to murvey, specially near 
Babrein 4 


Persian Loan, two telegram to 
Goverament. of lois, November 6th and 
Verh. Conditions on which Government of. 


Todi wil advanoe the money 


fol pr ie by 
Garcrowent Given reanna Tor milo 
ele making fd 


Kum-Sultanabad load Concession, Reported 
Tatention to sell i careeet 


Pension Loan, Transits telegram to. View 


giving, nabstance, of 
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Nov, 20, 1901 | Murder of Bahreinese, Trauumits letters from 


Political Kesident in Persian Gulf, Coossl 
at Bossorah, and Government of India 


Geotral Persia telegraph Tine. King’s ratifica 
tion of Convention leaving by messenger to 
Tehras 3 aie: 


Chief of Abu Dhabi, Transmite leter from 
Political Resident, Persian Gulf, th October, 
relative to adoption of special iysby 


‘Adeo delimitation. Removal of British flag at 
Dut 


fic by Surt dhows. Doubts expediency 
‘of fresh representations, pending considera- 
tion of reply to be returned to statements of 
Frenco Ambassador. z 


‘Turkish offcers selected 


Native Agent at Bampur, Government of 
Tilia have deelded to appoint one. Traas 
mite correspondence cee 

Status of ME Goguyer at Muscat, Refers to 
No. 128," erult of French Ambassador's 
fg w 2 6 


‘Aden delimitation, Transmite telegram from 
Political Resident, Aden, 19th November, 
veith rveotmendations as to. demarcatis 
{tn telegram to Viewroy, repeating No. 15 


Muscat. ‘Truosmits correspondence relative to 
‘death of Visier of the Saltan 


changes at Persian ports, Replies 
ra of Hs Dajenty' Acting Agent 


copy of letter, th 
October, Conditions under whieh fee night 
Maat Son aie ee Fens 


Persian Loap, M, de Witte refuses to bear’ 
‘Of Persian Government accepting advance 
from ws Hot will himself advance 1,000,000, 
fon same terms as last foun. Tabreex Road 
‘Coucession olfered to Russians. 


the importance of the Yaffi, Actaki, 
Beds, and Behan tries remainiag in British 
tertory 4 a 


Kum-Soltamabad Hoad Concession, Refers to 
No. 164, Propose to inform Persian Go- 
verament that tis Majesty's Goveroment 
Teseeve Fight of elainiog any privilezes ob 
fined by Hussans on Azerbaijan Road 


Kus-Sultioabad Road Concession. Refers to 
Tmnperial Bank sill intend selling 
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Mr, Maclean's dismissal, ‘Tranemits letter to 
‘ir, Maclenm, asnounclng is appointment 
fas Honorary Attaché, and a letter from 
‘Ausbeg-I- Azam, giving reasons for dite 
aisle oh crite ate 


Death of Ameer of Afghanistan, ‘Tranvaits 
cerresponience wih, Colonel Bran rel 
ive to ponible dispatch of Persian force to 
Sritan,, Refers toNo48 ve 


Visit of Russian View-Consul_ in Seistan to 
Kerman, ‘Tranunits despatch ander flying 
eal from His Majesty's Acting Conaul at 
Kerman, Probability thas Hussians int 
to place » Russian View-Cour 


Financia! dificaltis of Persia. Interviews with 
the Atabeg-i-Azam with referenge to” th 
Persian, Loan ‘ 5 


‘ho. ponon of Mijas ‘Trane co 
My Sadat We Govern of Indi 
renin to : 


Persian Loan, 
vies 
offer ade i 


Sammary of events in Pers 


iff nogoin 

Delogate. leaving ‘Tehran with 

submit to M, de Witte, Grand Visier will 
‘Minister to allow him to give 
Goveroment a copy ++ 


ltanabad and Kam-Tapatian 
Revein, Team orem 
Pehran, stauing rms. of offer by | 

ent whieh Tmperial Thank 

‘proposes to accept By ‘ 


TebrabeK 4 Kumtepahan 
Road Cie Nel 
‘Aske renone for 40 
Ramions geting Concent 


‘Transhipmeot foen at Busire, — ‘Truvemite 
copies af worteypundence : 
Gorerjor-General of Fare and First Assiatant 
to Peraan (suf osident, Transints corres 
tpondenee relativeto discourteny of 
of Bars Ay 


‘Aden delimitation, ‘Transmite rep 
‘Major Davies of visit to Amiri country 


Sau of. Gogo at Move, Tan 
Copy of tales to Vieeroy of 20th No 
Seraber, Breck Ambataador baliver i 
too shippiog agent 


French day on Suri dhows, ‘Transtite tele= 
ram from Viceroy of st December, | Ime 
cammurieaion | pawed bereron 


tayabad. load Concession, Should 
oe wold, f porsible, . Knglish Company 
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No.l. 
Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received: October 2.) 


(No. 277.) 
My Lord, St, Petersburgh, September 27, 1901, 
W HAVE the honour to transit herewith to your Lordship.» translation by: 
Mr: Lindsuy of an artiolo from the “! Novoe Vremya” of yesterday's date respecting the 
don et France and Tusa in the Barsian Gulf, in which it is suggested that the 
Prato Russian, allianes should have a practical application in the struggle with the 
English for political and commorcial influence on the shores of the Gulf 
L have, &. 
(Signed) | CHARLES MARDINGE. 


SS 
Inclosure in No. 1. 
Extract from the Novoe Vremya" of September 1 (26), 1991. 


tion.) 

XoR Nb Russia Prnstax Gune.—We have already, several times 
joned the very ext y attitude adopted by the “Journal des Débats” 
towards the question of dad Railway. Regarilless of the evident unprofit~ 
Abloness of this undertaking for Russia, this journal warmly urged us to co-oporate in 

its execution in view of the great advantages which would accrue to France from 
‘As the " Journal des Débats” belongs to the number of papers which are fitm supporters 
of the Franco-Russian alffanee, the fuss it mado about the carrying out of this scheme, 
‘which politically and economically would do us s0 much harm, always speared incom 
prehensible, Tho "Journal des Débats,” which has always proved zealous champion 
Fer the extension of French influence in the Near Hast, and especially in Mesopotamin 
Persian Gul has hitherto aot iscussed. the means by which this object is to 

«however, some change has apparently taken place in the views of the pap 
stately priate tn ts color, entitled Eugtish and Russians ou the Persian 
hough the Bagdad Railway is mentioned, it is without any exhortation to go 
in hand with the Germans for its constractiou. ‘Lhe journal now urges that 

ation should be paid to the Persian Gulf, 

. th are endeavouring to maintain their preponderence in the Persian Gulf, 
awhich the Russians are beginning to dispute with them, To strengthen their position the 
Evglis i am 1g new coal depots in the ports, interfering in the aflairs of the Arab 

G05. B 
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Sheikhs, causing 
dating thoir sovereignty in Beluchistan, 

‘The Russians, too, according to the “ Journal des Détats,” are doing their utmost. 
‘They have established Consulat aud started 
stearn-ship_ communication betave sian Gulf, 
first trip of the Russian steamer “ Korniloft” I cularly 
imposible to get return freights, The “Journal des Débats” gives interesting data to 
show that this very fact, namely, the want, of freights for export from the Gulf, com- 
polled the Bronch ‘Messigeries Maritimes Company to diseontinne its calls at the ports 
Bf the Gulf, As, however, there is a very considerable export trade from the Persian 
Gulf, the difieulty of obtaining loads proceeded. not from their non-existence, but from 
the reluctance of the English, who command all the trade, to give freights to ships not 
of their own nationality. A similar want of success attended the “ Korniloff” but the 
Thussinn Company, undismayed by thie failure, exerted itself to get into direct relations 
with the native traders. 

The English have not been idle spectators of Russian activity. The Anglo-Indian 
Steanehip, Company, whowe veassle lately had ceased to visit the ports of the Gulf, 
from last summer have resumed their trips and have appointed their own agent at 
Rowell Te is rumoured that the British Government has taken the Sheikh of Koweit 
under its special protection, and is fuenishing him with arms for his struggle against the 
Shoikh of Nejd. 

‘The “Journal des Débats” deeply deplores the fict that’ the French should not 
participate in this struggle for p and commercial influence now being carried on 
on the shores of the G hat the French should hasten to seize their 


share while ib is not y it seems to have forgotten one more competitor 
influence on the’ Persian Gul Germany. Tt 
it have inca single. combat 
iat they are under no ne 
Loubet that.“ the policy of the Fi 


towards more complete harmony 

Auetion of he Borin Gale Tr 

dovelopinent an rable for us, and we 

would willingly co-op us well as in 

thor . le against the 
iglish, who hitherto have been all-powerful i gladly welcome 

nue goa fied and ly, wh, by working with us, will obtain exactly identical 

advantages, 





N 
Sir ck Hurdtage to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 2. 


(Commercial, Secret.) 
pis) ie Gulhek, October 2, 1901. 
THE counter proposals of the Persian Government, stipulating that the import 
Juty om Persian cottons and silks should be reiluced in the projected Tariff, have heen 
«ad to St. Petersburgh by the Russian negotiators. ‘The Persian Government are 
Awaiting the Rossin reply, A reduetion of the duty on tea has beon made, v 
i of 12 kvans per batman, but L still continue to urge that our acceptance of 
this is out of the question, 

‘ho Seorot Agreemcitt roferred to in my telegram to your Lordship of the 6th July, 
apperes to hye been replaced by a spceiat declaration.” _\s it was originally framed, 
iho Agroctont contained stipulations which were not consistent with the continuance 
‘of Borsia’s polit Jopoudenee, Russia hos now intimated her willingness to 
roiify these pro 
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No. 8. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office.—(Received October 8.) 


Bir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, October 2, 1901, 

T AM requested hy the Board of Directors of the Imperial. Bank of Persia to 
forward, for the information of the Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, a copy of & 
Memorandum by General Sir T. E. Gordon n the Karan—Tehran road, 

The Boant are in agreement with Sir Thomas Gordon on the subject of this 
Memorandum, and are taking the preliminary steps in the matter. 

Thave, &o. 
(Signed) | G, NEWELL. 


— 
Inclosure in No, 5. 


Memorandum on the Karun-Pehvan Road. 

I THINK we may regan) the original project (1500) of a British Company to 
Duild and work a commercial cart-rond from Tehran to the Karun ports as now a 
hopeless failure. eon 

‘The Imperial B: ja still holds the Concession which, since first granted, 
has had two extensions, and it thus remains in foreo till 1905, or possibly by 
favourable interpretation to 1906, 

The Bank has made every effort to carry out the original plan, and to keop the 
Concession alive, It has succeeded in getting some return for the completed portion 
Of the road from Tohran to Kum (about 100 miles), and has put: the farther, portion 
fo Sultanabad (80 miles) in a condition which warrants the application Intely made 
to the Persian Government for authority to levy tolls, It also, in vi 
fletion of the Lynch~Baklitiast caravan road from Shuster to Tspahan (250 miles), ls 
Kcoured a Concession to prolong the Kum road to Tspalan Gahout, 160 miles), ton 
years from 1895 being allowed for construction, 

A Russian Coupany, with strong Government, support, is now working @ good 
cavriage road from Ke ‘cliran, and holds a Concession for a road to Hamadan, 
Tt is understood that this Company was anticipated in its desire to obtain the Conees= 
cession for the road from Kum fo Ispahan by the action of the Imperial Bank of 


Circumstances necessitated the commencement of the British xond at the wrong 
‘md thus it comes that the only work done lies within the Russian 
1 influence, for there is reason to fear that Ispahan is now the 
ity in that part of Central Persia, But a caravan 
270 miles), made under conditions similar to those of 
roa to Ispahan, would open up a new field for commercial 
«d industries might thereby be ereated in the Karun Valley, 
rivoured district, which only awaits the advent: of eapital to 
it. 

Teed inn inost productive rexiow, and is one of the best trate 
ids lead from it to Kermanshah, 180 miles; 
, 00 miles. It ‘sable to obtain 
munshah and Hamadan, however, 

only in conneetion with the following proposal. 

Russia has firmly established superior trade commimications with ‘Tehran and 
towanls Ispahan, and, as yet, nothing has been done to push British trade wp from the 

1 ta want of capital ta lay out an improved caravan rond such as hits now 

fn made between Shuster and Ispaban, ‘Me Concession for the road from the 

Karau runs out in 1905 or 1906, and, thereforo, if any use is to be made of it, early 
action is necessary, 

Tt is out of the question to expect financial assistance from the Bank, as matters 
now stand, but, seeing that the Tehran-Kum road, with its completed extension to 
Sultanabad, and the Concession for extension to Ispahan has some: value, it might be 
Advisable to realise and invest a portion of the proceeds in starting, the road from 
Shuster. Tt may be assumed that the Persian Government would favour the proposal 
to sell, and, in consideration for the Bank’s action throughout, might be ready to 
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grant the required Concessions (to cover some length of time) for extensions from 
Burujird to Kermanshah and Hamadan. 

The Bank is not likely ev in to engage in road construction, and I would 
suggest that any new scheme should be com Company to be formed by © 
combination with the existing Karun Navigation and the Shuster—Ispahan Road 
Companies. Should such a combination be made it would be advisable to obtain a 
fresh Concession from the Shah. 

L now put forward this proposal as a basis for discussion, so that, if approved, we 
‘may make dome representation to both the British and Persian Governments for the 
assistance which is necessary for success. 

(Signed) T. E. GORDON. 
London, September 28, 1901. 





No. 4. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Offce.—(Received October 3.) 


Sir, 25, Abehurch Lane, London, October 2, 1901. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose, for your information, the translation of a acess 
reeeived by the Bank from its Chief Office in Tehran, dated the 90th September, on 
the subject of the proposed advance to the Persian Government. ‘ 
_ Lhave, &o. 
(Signed) » Manager. 


Inclosure in No. 4. 


Telegram received by the Imperial Bank of Persia from ils head office at Tehran, 
dated September 30, 1901, 


LATEST information is advance 300,001. would st n Loan 12 months, 


haps mores in the event of refusal, loan could not be avoided; Atabek greatly 
rous avoid Loan. 





No. 5. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received October 4.) 


Admiralty, October 2, . 
TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty thefts 
Lerewith, for the infon 1 Of the Secretary of State, extracts from a letter, dated 
the 27th Aujust last, from the Commander-inechiel on the Bast. Indies Station, rela- 
tive to the proceedings of His Majesty's ships in the Persian Gulf, : 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnelosure in No. 5. 
Rear-Admiral Bosanyuet to Admiralty, 


Extract.) “ Highflyer,” at Port Louis, August 27, 

"TILE © Slagnthon lett Bushiee on the tst August to visit the Arabion ‘batt and 
Sur, in compliance with a desire expressed by tle Government of India that the flag 
should be displayed on that coast with as much frequency as possible, and to give leave 
to the ship’s company at Kurrachee, a change of climate being very desirable, ‘The 
“Sphinx,” which arrived at Bushire on the 16th July, was left in the north of the Gulf 
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to watch affairs in those parts, which the Senior Officer informed me, the Resident at 
the time considered were quiet, and only requited the presenes of one ship of war. 
meanwhile, left Bushire on the Sr August to convey the 
Political Ri weit and Bussorah, and returned to Bushire on the Sth August. 
‘Mhe political state of affairs in the north of the Persian Gulf, so far as it concerns 
the squadron under my eommand, has formed the subject of telegraphic correspondence 
een their Lordslips and f, and I am also in communication with the 
Viceroy. 





No. 6, 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received October 4.) 
Sir, India Office, October 4, 1901, 

T AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your letters 
ofthe 18th and 21st September, asking for his Lordship's observations on Sir.A. Hardinge’s 
espatches Nos. 118 of the 28th July and 128 of the 2tst August last, and communi- 
Catig the telegraphic instructions which have been sent to Sir A. Hardinge on the 
SUhjeet of the proposed establishment of Persian control over the customs at 
‘Mohammerab, i 

In reply, Tam to say that Lord George Hamilton concurs in the instructions which 
have been sent to His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, If the Persian Government 
decline to accept the advice to be offered to them, or to guarantee payment of the 
Sheikh’s pension, the question of giving an assurance to the Sheikh in the sense of the 
1th paragraph of Sir A. Hardinge’s earlier despatch will have to be considered, as well 
tus the question of guarantee by His Majesty's Government of the payment of the 
Sheikh’s pension, 

‘There is one point, however, to which Lord George Hamilton desires to drave Lord 
Tansilowne’s attention, viz., the suggestion in the later despatch that the principal 
Persian custom-house should’ be, not at Mohammerah, but at Ahwaz, Tam to point out 

T the effect of this proposal might be to neutralize the assurance given by the 

Persian Government (seo Mr. Spring-ltice's telegran No, 46 of the 27th Mareh, 1900) that 
the castoms of Mohammeral would not be included in the security for the Russian Loan, 
for if Ahwaz becomes the main port of the Kurun, and its customs are pledyed to Russia 
on the ground that it is not a Gulf port, the exception already secured for Mobammerah 
becomes t. His Lordshipapprehonds that the consequences of such a measure 
might be fatal to British trade and influence in that quart 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 





No.7, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received October 42) 


‘DHE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of Slate for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
fornards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 12th September last, regarding, 
the action taken by Turkish authorities in the Persian Gull for the suppression of 
piraey, 


Initia Office, October 4, 1901. 


Tnclosure in No. 7. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


‘ Bushire, August 19, 1001, 
[HAVE the honour to state, for the information of the Government of India, that 
froma report received from Babrein it appears that a boat containing eight Turkish 


(1695) ¢} 











Jiiers arrived there, on the Grd instant. ‘The soldiers stated that they had been 
sol a he Turkish authorities at Katif to cruise at sea on, the Took out for 
hirates, ‘They left Bahrein after a stay of six days to relur Katif. Mr. Gaskin 
Pirates ale canilar boat had arrived at Babrein last year, and that the 

pretely consists ofa direct journey from Katif to Nabicin and back, the pearl banks not 
Ting visited, ‘This, however, enables the Toeal Turkish authorities t9 Nore to Constan- 
Goat that they send out boats to keep the peace at sea whenever we bring a piracy to 
their notice. 





No. 8. 
Inddia Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 4.) 


THB Vader-Seoretary of State for India presents his compliments to tH: Under 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
nls ith, for the information of the Secretary of ‘copy of inclosures in & 
Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 12th September, regarding the intro- 

‘duction of Persian customs at Mohammerah. 


India Office, October 4, 1901. 
SSS 


Inclosure 1 in No. 8. 
feutentnt-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, August 22, 1901. 

TN eontinnation of my lettor dated the Sth July, on the subject of the introduction of 
Pee inte at Mahummerah, T have the honour to forward for the information of 
Teeae arimont. of Tada, copies of correspondence which Tiss passed betwee His 
Britannic Mojesty’s Minister at Tehran and myself. My private. telegram fo which his 
Excellency refers in his telegram, dated the 18th instant, ained certain information 


which T obta Y tsetaf conversation with the Acting Director-General of th 
Cae regarding tho course of action which the Persian Government 
cian the event of the Sheikh refusing to comply with their demands, 
have, &e. 
(Signed) 6, A. KEMBALL, 


Spee 
Tnelosure: No. 8. 
Siv ch: Hardinge (0 Lieutenant-Colonel Kembull, July 20, 1801. 


[Already printed] 
SS ee 


Inclosure 3 in No. 8. 


Lieutenant=Colonel Kemball to Sir A. Hardinge. 

(No, 70.) 
(elegraphic.) Bushire, August 11, 1901. 

YOUR telegram No, 46, 

eee eerial from Mohaunuernh, where 1 saw Sheik, who asked me te 
doovey, Hie thanks. to your. Bxeelleney for message, He particulary wished me to 
SA your Excellency to intercede on his Dealt with the Persian Government, 60 3s 
als Your Near to pastpoue new, arrangement until next year, He, says that owing 
te the failure of the harvest, his tribes are very usettled, and for this reason preseot 
(Rae tery inopportune (oF ehange- Sheikh, could is believed put about 10,000 armed 
mon into the field, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 8. 


‘Sir A. Hardinge to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 
(No. 50.) : 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, August 13, 1901. 

YOUR private telegram of the 11th Anzust, Confidential. 

AC Neoe proposes, ill means of effecting frendly arrangement fil and Sheikh refuses 
to allow Persian customs at Mohammerah, to issue ‘order obliging duties hitherto leviable 
to allow Perea to bo paid at Bushire. ‘“ Persepolis” or another Castome vessel would 
Hare namathy of the Buphrates to prevent vessels entering into ‘Mohammerah until they 
produce receipt from Bushire Customs for duty on goods for Mohammerab, ‘They would 
Fs ese to trade both with Mohammerah and Karun. M Nau believes that. this 
would reduce the Sheikh to: ‘obedience, as Persian Gove ment is unwilling to coerce him 
by niltary foree, Shah and Grand Vier have bath writin Sheikh, but are treating 
YY st him chrough Salar-ed-Dowleh, and Sheikh will probably gain time by sending agent 
with Min Mantial bribe for that Prince. They are, 1 understand, ready to consider 
rat ea gposal by hin for compensation on necount of new customs, NOt inconsistent 
any fr fie Fovercign rights, auch as some of his previous suggestions, and he would be 
well advised to come to terms with them. 


———— 


Inclosure 5 in No. 8. 


Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 71.) 
(Telegraphic Bushire, August 18, 1901, 
Faphic) NG telegram received from Viee-Conaul, Moliunmerah, with reference 
to Mohammerah customs :— 


sr-General telegraphed band over Local customs Gulf Administration 
Sheikh asked delay grounds especially danger during " 


SS ae 


Inclosure Gin No. 8 


Sir A. Hardinge to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 
(No. 62) 
elegraphic) Teliran, August 15, 1901. 

YOUR elegram No. 72. Mohammerah. 

SPAM cheat make definite proposal, which T will £1 cau, support for indemnifiea- 
tion to himself for loss of customs. I am proposing to His ‘Majesty's Government that we 
en dy at necessary, guarantee this payment to Sheikh, and auch of his, successors as we 
Approve of, and thus bind them to us. Do you think. dis proposition good one? 
Frere vr yet been able to plead for delay on his behalf, as Grand Vieier sill, 


SS 


Inclosure 7 in No. 8. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball (o Sir A, Hardinge, 


(No. 72, Confidential.) 
(Telegraphic.) Bushire, August 18, 1901. 

FOUR telegram No. 50: Mohammerab. 

JOUR teegeNave" proposal is impossible, and can only have effect of ruining 
Karun waite “In. the first place, I believe, under local conditions, the ouster duties 
Auuld not be levied at Basbire without causing greet delay and! ine iene, which would 
could note er yefusing Moharmmerah curgo. Secondly,“ Persepolis" cannot be allowed to 
aid in ate ree right of way iu Shat-el-Arab, ‘There are, | think, other reasons which 

AI impossible, exeept at the cost of raining our trade. | Verhaps your Excel- 
Teney daight consult, Richards, who his, 1 understand, joined, Legation He should bs 
wile to give a valuable opinion as regards Karun and Mohammerah matters, 


ee 
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Inclosure $ in No. S. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Sir A. Hardinge. 


legraphie, Bushire, August 20, 1901, 
MY telegram No. 72: Mohammerab, 
Vice-Consul, Mohammerah, thinks proposal impossible. If introduced, it will 
probably only injure European trade, as it could only be enforced against them as in the 
ceiso of grain embargo. 





No.9. 
India Office to Forcign Office, —(Received October 5.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State fur Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of inelosures in a 
letter from the Roreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 12th September, regarding the 
Charhar and Gwettur Customs, 


India Office, October 4, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 9, 
Government of Initia to Lieutenant-Colonet Kemball. 
(Telegraphic) Simla, Tune 28, 1901. 
BO you know anything of a Mirza Jalal-ud-din ? A man of that name is said to 
have come from Bushire to Charlar, ostensibly to collect customs at Gulf ports, and to 
have announced that he is in employ of Russians, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 9. 


Liewtenant-Colonet Kemball to Government of India, 


(Volosraphie,) Bushire, August 10, 1901. 

MY letter of the Oth July, 

Charbar Castoms 

Director-General, Gulf Customs Depattment, informs me lease Charbor and 
Gwettur Customs was given out by Jalal Khan without authority, aud that he intends 
to take ovor direct control at once, 


Tnclosure # in No. 9. 
Lieutenunt-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Bushire, July 6, 1901. 
WITIL reference to your Confidential telogram, dated the 28th June, in which you 
quired if T-knew anything of a Mirza Jalal-ud-din in connection with the Charbar 
Customs, Ehaye the lionour to inform you that nothing is known of any one of this 
name in Bushire 
In November last 1 received a report through the Director, Persian Gulf 
‘Polegraphs, that a Persian named Jalal Khan ad arrived in Charbar, with instructions 
from the Director-General of the Customs Department in Bushire, to take over charge 
of the Charbar Customs, As the Charbar Customs lad been farmed out to certain 
Uritish Indian subjects, whose contract did not expire until the Bist March last, I 
represented the ease to’ the Director-General. who informed me that Julal Khan had 
gone to Charbar merely to make inquiries, and that the contract would wot be interfered 
with. On receipt of your telegram L inade inquiries from the Director, Pe nn Gult 
‘elegraphs, and was informed that the Charbar aud Gwettur Customs had azain been 
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rent year to certain British subjects, the contract liuvmg been 
* Inspector of Ci ” 
a in Bushire; he is a Shitazi and joined the Customs 
a year ago. He is apparently employed on inspection duty in the 
ned to Bushire in the be; ng of last month, and proceeded to 
‘month’s leave, Tt 13 poss 
but Lam inclined to thi 
is reniais from. Tehta 


oat which recently wen 

e 22nd dune last, when the “ Persepolis” there on her return yoyage from 
Bombay, and informed the traders there that the Customs Department inteuded to 
assuine the direet- management of the Customs, Mirza Yantz is a very able officials 
he knows English perfeelly, aud also, 1 beliove, French and Russian, He was, 1 am told, 
formerly in the Tobacco Régie at Bagdad, and iad served in one of the Logations 
‘at Teliran before he caine here 


Inclosure 4 in No. 9. 
jeutenant=Colonel Kenibell to Government of India. 


Bushive, August V7, 1901, 

WITH reference to the correspondence ending with my eyplier telegram, dated the 

oth instant, regarding the C and Givettur Gnstoms, T have the honour to forward, 

the fiformation of the Gorcrament of India, a copy of a despatch which 1 have 
sty’s Minister ut Tehran. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 9. 


jeutenant-Colonel Kemball (0 Sir A. Huridinge. 


1 HAVE 
information. 

In November 1900, it was reported to ine by the Dikector, Persian Gulf Telegraph, 
who is in political charge of the Makran const, that a Persi d Jalal Khan, tad 

ved at Chasbar, and lind gi Oiistoms 
Adiwinistration to take over charge of the Customs at Churbar, Tt appeared that the 
Customs farmers at Charbar, who were British Indian subjects, had farmed the Customs 
at that port for 7,000 rupees for:two years, from the A0th Marell, 1899. 

On receipt of thi ion, L inquired frow M. Sinais, the Director-General of 
the Gulf Customs, if Hail boon deputed by hin to Chas inne hie 
of the Customs; aud Tsu fit was soy it would Ve pre 
Introduction of tie mew system pending the settlement of the claiin whieh the contractors 
would prefer, Tn reply, M, Sinai mie that Jalal Khan bad no orders to ike 
over the charge of the Customs, but had merely been deputed to obtain fiformation, and 
that he had been directed to return to Bushire 

the contract ubove referred to, the Customs at Chat 
ued out to British Indian subjects, a fresh Agreement 
dated the 2nd April, 1901, and Signed by Jalal Kha 
Inspector of the Customs, by which the Charhar ad Gwettur Customs were again leased 
ont from the beginn 18 to Nowrua 1319, for the sum of 6,000 reals. 
Copies of the Agrecments entered into are herewith forwarded, One instalment o! 
2.400 reals hind already eon paid, 

On the Gth Ausust, I revived a telegram trom the Director, Persian Gill 
forming me that he had reecived news ftom Charbar thit two Persian 
als had errived there from Bunder Abbas with orders to take over the 

Customs. ‘They eauld, however, produce no authority 

In wy absenee fom Bushire, Mr, Davi First Assistant, inquired ftom 

uunios, who is now Acting Director-General of the Castoms, whether those two 


nN) 




















people were duly authorized by him, aud the received in reply a letter, of whieh T think it 
as yell to forward a copy 

of ihe tone of this letter appearing to me somewhat extraordinary, I wrote to the 
Acting Ditcetor-General and inforued him that I had made inquiries from the Direetor, 
Ponign Gulf Telegraphs, and, that I was assured that no force had been used, but that, 
serotatty enough, the contractors refused to hand over charge, as the Persians who had 
pone te Chathar could show no. authority. T added that it was only reasonable to 
Frewume that the Agreement had not, Been rnade without the knowledge of it 
Fretnistration, and the action taken by him, as set forth in the concluding paragraph of 

s letter, appeared to. me to he unneces ‘Considering that the contractors were 
da Indiagsubjects, the usual, and certainly the more courteous, procedure would have 
Peet for M. Simais to have informed me of the intention of the Persian Government to 
pen ve the contract. In reply, M. Simais merely informed me that he bind acted in 

vitae with the orders of his Central Administration at ‘Tehran, and that any com- 
ake should be referred there. 
Persian Gulf ‘Telegraphs, that, as it appears that 
x» charge of the Customs, the con- 
tractors (submit whatever clains 
they may 4 

T bring the ease y as 1 am desirous that your Excelleney 
should Know th ss in the Gull is now being conducted. 
Tean hardly believe thi 1s of the fuets of the present case, 
nd could have directed his Act cl charge 
Af the Customs at Charbar and Gwettur from British Indian subjects, 

Tam rather inclined to attribute the action to the present Acting Director-General’s 
youth and inexperience, Your Exesleney. will, however, be aware, from previous reports 
A ihnitted to you, of the very aebitrary and high attitude which the Gulf Customs Adminis- 
ation has een At to adopt whore British interests have been concerned, and 1 trust that 
the present enso may aflord your Excellency an opportunity for addressing @ strong 
remanstrance to the Persian Government on the subject. 


a 
Tnclosure 6 in No. 9. 


Agretment betireen Salil Khon, Persian Ingpeetor of Custons, and certain British I 
‘Trailers of Charbar. 
(ranslation,) 
‘AS Bhajan Assusnall, Otwnal Visural, Meshedi Abdul Husain {smi 
aloof Hyderabad, ive beon previons in Customs business and have served the Pe 
Government, well, we, thetefire, the Charbar and Gyettur Customs from th 
Tuainnioy of Nowrng (318 to Nowruz 1319, for th 0 reals, on condition t 
the su by, pokl in four instalments without feil and to act entirely under the Pers 
Gratuits Reulations, anit to ubey whatevor instractings they receive from the Bush 
Gustoiva authorities, And itis tierehy made known ‘i ald recognize 
Nhove-mentionedl persons ws the Customs fasivers, and yay’ all aud herewith 
they should le {by the Chiels of the comnte 


(Signed) JALAL KHAN, 
Inspector of Customx. 


12h Zethija, 1S. 
Witness: 
(Signed!) R. Mawnan 
Clerkin ehuerge, Charbar. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 9. 


Agreement betiveen certain British Indian Traders of Charbar and Jalal Khan, Persian 
Inspector of Customs. 
(rauslation) 

WE, Bhojamall, son of Assumall, Meshedi Abdul Husain Ismail, Otumal 
Visumal “and Shidi Godo of Hyderabad, have taken the Customs of the. 
Charbar and Gwettur front the hezioning of Nowruz 1318 till Nowruz 131 
the Bushire Customs for the sur of 6,000 reals, on condition to pay. 
wre in four instalments, and undertake 10 act entirely under the Persian Customs 


n 
solations, and to obey whatever instructions we reecive from the Bushire Customs 


(Signed) BHOJAMALL ASSUMALL (signed by 
‘Tulsiamal). 
MESHED! ABDUL HUSAIN ISMAIL. 
OTUMAL VISUMAL, 
SHIDI GODO. 


—————— 


Inclosure § in No. 9. 
M. E, Simais to Mr, Davis, 


Bushire, August 8, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 7th instant. 

"Phe two Persians who have lately arrived ut Charbar to take over the Customs there 
were deputed by our Department with due instructions, and I was a Hite surprised to hear 

cm that they have been turned out of the place by force. 
i, who passed the Agreemient with the Indian traders, tad. not 
power to sign such a contract, and 1 have got order from the 
‘overnment to cancel it inmediately, and return money in ease the contractors 
ready paid au instalment on their rent charge, 

‘As Lait in possession of due orders from the Persian Government, I am obliged to 
‘obey, and, therefore, have already sent pretty “ofunchis”” to take over the Charbar and 
Gweltur Custo;s, by foro, if necessary, due information having been given to the 
contractors. 








No. 10. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received October 7.) 


(No. 181, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Gulalick, August 28, 1901. 

{HAD the honour of an audience of the Shah this moming to present 
Mr. Richards, and in the course of conversation took occasion to express my appreciation 
of the frisndly spirit displayed by the Atabes-i-Azany throughout the negotiations for 
the Kerman-Belue Joeaph Convention, I added that as his Highnoss. had 
sonctine represented by his political opponents as an obstacle to good relations 
between England and Persia, a change which had been repeated only the other day in the 
a seditious pamphleioers, it had been a great satisfaction to me, to be able to 

ur Lordship of the cor character of our relations, Ever since I had been 
ss hud evinced the keenest desire to cultivate friendship with the 
iment, and to assist me in promoting the cominon interests of the two 
countries. 

“The Shah, who T heard afterwards from the Mushir-ed-Dowloh, was very pleased at 
my praise of ry ‘oid his Highness was a most fiithfal and trusty 

evant; that in str the best relations with England he war carrying out 
his (the Shah's) own poliey, which was also that of his fathor, and that: wherever it was 
possible, as in the matter of the ‘Telezraph Convention, for the Persian Goverament to 
weet out wishes, I might he sure that it would do so. Then, breaking into French, he 
repeated the expressions of confidence in the Atabeg, which lie bad already used i 
Besta: “Ces mon, homme) de conten Jr he said, ‘bon serviteur, tr’s, hon, 
res bon.” 

As for the authors of the revolutionary paunphlets, plense God they would be 
brouzht to justice and chastised. ‘There wore in every country wicked and foolish 
persons who attacked those placed in authority. 

During, the rest of our conversation, which turned on a varity of other subjects, 
His Majesty's manner was more genial than usual, and T thooght he seemed in very good 
pits. 


It is clear that for the presont the Atabeg-i igh in the Royal fayour. 
































‘There was, 1 believ i the Palac: 
accused the Hakim-ul-Mull: of hay 15,000 toma: 
notices, and for some days aft iid_not present bimself to 
4th, however, he had ait andienec wit! the Ain-ed-Dowleb, 
nost cordial, An informant, who information. from on: 

i Haram, an eveawit ; 
that ¢ raised the Atabeg from the 
embraced him, and he believes that some form of oath was exchane 

ent, for and touched. A two later His Majesty sent his 
ar, anew one having nov come for him from Europe, asa present to his Grand 


Te may therefore, I think, be assumed that notwithstanding the popular a 
against him and the renewed attacks of the Court party, the Atabe 

s of reanining some time longer in office, and. thet it is advisabl 

to keep well with him. An unexpected or start! 
the situation, but for the present he appears to besafe, He thanke 

afternoon for my support of him, promised to take no steps about the loan without 
informing me, and said that he thought he should borrov from the Imperial Bank of 
Persia, on account current, but had not absolutely made up his mind. The interest was 
inuch higher than that asked by the Russians, but there were political objections to a fresh 
Russian Loan. ‘This, compared with the statement by M. Naus reported in my despatch 
No. 130 of the 22nd instant, looks as if he were still considering the question, perhaps 
from u fecling that he is now strong enough to do so more dispassionately. 

Meanwhile the police ure, by way of being active, trying to trace the authors of the 
soditious pamphlets, and a priest found reading one, whick he said lind been thrown 
his window, is been exiled to Ardebil. Many extra police have been put ox, and 1 win 
told that the Dervishes and other quasi religious begears wlio hang about the doors of all 
public personages, have been culisted fn large numbers as dotectives. 

Lave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUL Hl. HARDINGE. 





No.1, 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received October 7.) 
(No. 132) 

My Lon, Gullick, August 28, 1901, 
IN his despateh No, 82 of the 25th July, 1900, Mr. Spsing-Riee bad the hos 
forwatil i copy of the Concession for Persian Railways granted hy the late Shah to 
Messia, Buital anid Aenold, and to report, on the authority of General Schindler, that 
the Concession was worthless on account of the non-compliance of the enpcessionnaires 

th paragraph 18 of the oriyinal text, and 13. of the medifications” of the 
Decenbor, 1881, This was also the opinion of Mx, Marriot, Mr. D'Arey's agent, who, 
whilst nowotiatiny for that gontTeman' Oil Concession, was approached 0 
the Boital-Arnol y pay add, arrived at 
foun inquities independent of those made by hitn at His Majesty's L 
Ynoval Schindler his, however, now informed me that. ther 
beings muons valuable than he hl p ly 
ase, Baton Kolichor, whose purchase of a shore of it I hid the hononr to report to 
your Lordship in my despatch No, 110 of the 12th duly, hus a test of ie signed by the 
1 Shih anit legalized hy the Evonch Legation (M. Boital being a Bronch subject) 
sure omnitt talslug legal advice on. the subject 
it be impignied bythe 
Ho fis interested several substantial Austrian expitalists ina 
G vol to Ht, with the result that a Syndic Teen formed for this 
purpose, under the prestdouey of one of the Avchdukes, in Vienna, T hear he has also 
sounded busiiess men in London with a view to getting 
Mis id inform the Persian Government that 
Work, proposes commencing. operations for the buil 
Persian Gulf at an eat id if the Pers 
1 to prove the 


h co-operation anil support 
ng taken up 


No. 11", 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne— (Received October 7.) 


Xo. 183.) 
‘My Loni, Gulahek, August 29, 1901. 

T SAW the Grand Vizier yesterday afternoon for the first time sinco his return 
from Lashkerek, and communicated to him the contents of your Lonlship's despateh 
‘No. 47 of the 98h ultimo, on the subject of Seistan, a translation of which, as 
authorized in your telegram No, 30 of the 19th instant, T left with him unofficially 
asa record! of Our conversation. 

Mis Highness expressed some surprise at the reports to which the despateh 
alluded, affocting to treat them as hardly serious. He said he had already discussed 
with me on more than one occasion the attitude of the Persian Government towards 
aMfairs in Seistan, and that L must know there was no foundation whatever, for sucht 
Mories. Tle could not conceive where or how they had originated, 

Treplied that L belived them to be due no doubt in part to bazaar gossip, which 
filtered through Indian pilgrims and traders into India, aud found an echo first in the 

and then perhaps in the Anglo-Ludian press, but also largely to the foolish language 
iuch by the Russian officials as by irresponsible Russian travellers, such 
who thought to incrense tlieir own importance and further their 
is by representing the Persinn Government to the credulous natives of 
subservient to Tussi ch Jangunge would, T feel sur, be 
repiidiated ant disapproved by the Russian Minister Dut T had conclusive 
idence that it had been used with very mischiovous results: by self-constituted 
1 poli 
His High a3 would observe that your Lordship, in referring to these reports, 
sful to state (hat Tis Majesty's Goverment way unwilling to attuch ered 
and I thought that your main object in directing me to mention them to 
him was to place clearly before the Persian Goverament, in such x manner as to 
preclude all possibility. of misunderstanding, your views on the subject of Seistan, 
dof our vital interests in that important frontior province, Thad already informed 
you, and amy despatch had probably crossed yours, of the assurance iad given 
ith vegan the Hasbinat-ul-Mulk, and 1 felt sur that those assurances would bi 
welcomed and appreciated in London. 

Iness asked whether L suy expected to afford any further 
to your Lordship’s despateh ? 1 said T had no reason to 
to inform him, 4s the Shah's Prime Minister, of 
position taken up by His Majesty's Government respecting Seistan, aud 1 trusted 
that, after the satisfactory language lie had already lcld to me on the subject, it would 

de unnecessary for us to discuss it further. 

The conv n then passed to other topics. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) | ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 








13 


‘The Austrian Minister here is prepared to support Baron Kolicher, if instructed by 
his Government to do so. 

The probabilities are in favour of the whole scheme, engineered as it is by an 
adventurer, coming to nothing, but it appears just possible that owing to discrepancies, 
no doubt due to Tn official corruption, between the text held by the concession- 
naires and the one preserved in the archives of the Persian Foreign Office, the former 
may be in a position to make out a good ease. 

Lhaye, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


No. 12. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 7.) 


(No, 134.) 
My Lord, Gulahek, August 30, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to report, with reference to my despatch No. 118 of the 28th 
ultimo, that at my interview with the ‘Atabeg-i-Azam on the 28th instant I represented 
the difficult position in which Sheikh Khazal had been placed by the proposal to 
establish a Persian Custom-house at Mohammerah, and the reasonableness of his 
appeal for delay. Tis Highness, who has always been faverse from extreme 
measures against the Sheikh, said his request would receive the most careful con- 
sideration. 

M. Naus to-day informs me that the Persian Government has decided to grant 
the Sheikh a respite, on the understanding that its duration is not to exceed five 
months. 


Thave, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGD, 


ee 


No. 13. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 7.) 


(No. 185.) 
My Lord, Gulahek, September 16, 1901. 
HAVE the honour to report that I hear from the Turkish Ambassador, on the 
authority of the Ottoman Consul-General at ‘Tabreez, that Russia recently proposed to the 
Persian Government to place 2000 troops from the Caucasus at its disposal for 
the purpose of reducing to obedience the Shahsevend tribe near the Rosso-Persian 
frontier, which has for some time past been in a state of rebellion against the Government. 
of Azerbaijan, 

It would appear that the Shab, somewhat embarrassed by this offer, telegraphed to 
the Valiahd to make every effort to subdue the Shahsevends, and His Imperial Majesty 
intrusted to one of his officers the Fath-es-Sultan, whose operations were attended 
with considerable success, resulting in the submission of several thousand of the 
insurgents. 

Mhough the district is not yet completely pacified, the back of the tribal rising 
against the Persian Government is now regarded as broken, and the Shah is thus able 
to decline with thanks the offer of Russian co-operation for its suppression. 

‘Asin Mr. Wood's absence we have no political Representative at Pabreez, Lam unable, 
as 1 see no advantage in speaking to the Persian isters on the subject, to verify the 
trath of these statements from Turkish sources; but I have no reason to doubt their 
accuracy, and in writing to the Valiahd I have expressed the satisfaction with which I 
have heard that the Shabsevend troubles are at an end, and have offered His Imperial 
Highness my respectful congratulations on his success. 

Lhave, &c. 
(Signed) ‘ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


a 


[1695] B 






































No. 14. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 7.) 


sustained in 
few hours later, Some forty 
arrested, including the Wazit-i 
character, but belonging to an old Ps 
the oflice of Postmaster-General,, and was at one time P 
Blah, and the Kavamed-Donleh, Inte Paynaster-General of the 
from office, ovving to a quarrel with the Sepen Salar, 
despatch No. 108 of the Gth July. Among the of 
Seyyids, Mosiem ccclesinsties, and sehoolmasters, wit 
your Lordship, but whose complicity is significant. as indieatn 
Hoan natcontonts, and the learned and priestly classes. ‘The Wazir-i-Humayun, with his 
Hee Habibullah Khan, has been banished to Kashan; the others are still in prison, but 
the Kavam-ed-Dowle}, why is one of the richest men iu ‘Tehran, will doubtless ransom 
Hinselt bya heavy bribe, Tam told that the Shab wasso angry’ with bis son-in-law that 
he wauted at fst o hil han, and then ordered him to be severely flogged and to lose 
Wiglt aud, but that the Grand Vizier aud the Tadies of the Royal harem begged 
him oft. i 
is Majesty. was expecially incensed with the Kayam-ed-Dowleh, The latter was 
arrested at his country house in Shimzan when on the point of starting for Tebran, and 
‘na box full of seditious literature was: fon in his carriage, When charged before the 
Shah he is said to have attempted to justi tacks on the Atabeg-iAzam, and to 
Tuase so chmngei His Majesty that, he ordered his instant exect he $I 
However, indueud by the Ainbeg-i-Azam to spare the Kawam’s lite, and mer 
Hin Tor the present to prison. Instead. of being conveyed there in his carrin 
hor offeudors and suspects of high rank, he was subjected to exceptional indignities. 
earebed nd beaten he was plueed on. mule with bis legs ted under is 
Hully and aehain rout his neck, and in this humiliating, guise brought down to hiram 
hin? paraded theough, the streets nnd uanars, with the public hangman walking before 
Him, smd then lunge fto jail to aye fal pleasure, An, Europ i 
tu the capital doseribed him to me as presenting most piteous spe 
i being more dead than alive, and T hvar that be was. insulted and reviled. by s 
of the populace, who remembered acts of tyranny ‘committed by him in. the day of his 
power, Many persons of the better classes, ‘however, express themselves as. zreatiy 
Mocked at this harsh treatment of a Nobleman, who a few weeks ago was an influential 
member of the Persian Ministry, 
ron Government and other sources am inform cat the papers seized rexcaled 
the existoncs of a very determined conspiracy, A riot was arranged to take place at 
Yolean on the pretext of the bail water supply and dearness of provisions. Certain 
tTaltalts were to: bave hiarangaed nd excited the rioters, and the mob was then to have 
Muarghed on the Shab’s Palace in Shinran, as the French revolutions, 49 quate & 
Bile used by M, Naus, did on Versailles ithe time of Tonis SVE an domanited the 
dismissal of the Gand Vizier, and the establishment of « national Persian Government 
The vising would have occurred a couple of days ago liad the plotters not, been seized 
Vefore all thelr measures had been taken, There is, reason to believe that its 
suppression, even if auecesafal, would have entailed some bloodshed, as arms have been 
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distributed among the maleontents, and the only troops On whom the Government ean 
ath absolute certainty ae the Cossacks, the reese Deing in rags, and discontented 
Several hundred of them, belonging to the artillery, were 


here a few 
Constantinople, Mohsin Khan, 
when at Const and became 
very intimate 
and partly because Moh 
That time greatly under Jemaleddin’s influence, 
that tone Srl now Persian Minister in Rome), after bis Hepiaes 
in London goss, became also a great friend of the Sheiklis and Tielped him in attacking, 
the late Nasreddin id Moslem press, and in fomenting, though 
himself a professed Christi i sugainst the Kajars, Your Lordship 
may remember that Mobsin Kha dations with demaleddin, who had 
previously been expelled from Per rived by the late Shab of his 
st as Ambassador at Constantinople, to answer a charge of treason 5 
Fa ar anh the good ofies of influential friends at Court and ot Nariman Khan, 
ae eat ar in Vienna, li sueceodel in obtaining « pardon, ang boone hay ly 
Minister of Mienstrater of Foreign Aduirs at-‘Tebran. Malcolm Khan mae 
is peace in the same way. 
cae in erysjouch on the subscquent part played by Jemalediin. fo Persian 
polities, ‘The late Shal’s assassain, Mita Riza, was, ns your Lordship knows, the 
Pettis devoted friend and servant, aud was actuated not merely Wy fanatacisn, but by 
ase et of revenge, having been tortured aut imprisoned Vy the Persian Government at 
Taoyin (where his sou wa Tarn told, butehered before Lis oye ‘and his wife outraged) 
for real’ or alleged complicity in a previous ostly ‘against fis Majesty. 
Jamaleddin's own extradition from Constantinople as ar fee in Nasredlin Shal's 
Snurder was demanded by the Persian Governme t, Int he mysteriously before it 
wv be granted, the viet, as was gencrally believed, of yoikon git him by onder of the 
aoa ae ri eft, however, a. good many partizaus in Versa, amongst ¢ © who were 
Satta snemies of the Rajar dynasty or inspired. by pure, Mahomed eal, and their 
either enemies 9 rorossion in certain Persinn papers published in tndia and yA a8 
ventantly smuggled into this country in spite of all) the ‘efforts of the censorship and 
poles, Thus party comprises few members of the higher or older Shiah clergy, only 
a Tragtasid eins supposed to be in eyiapathy with its ut if ig 1 hear 
a dng strength daly (oxpecally since the Inte growth of the, hall Tussin power here) 
radents hoth of the theological and secular xchools, the former, like the 
e Softas, being attracted by its rel the latter by its democratic 
aspect. To mietety encouraged from Yildiz, and Tam aasurody though T 
weneet aly bulove it, thal 12,0001, acyene ave, spent by he Sultan, propagating 
eae Dervis and other religious agencies, Pan-lalamie and © Ovrom Caliphate 
Coe aera Tpat however this may be, T have good private reason for sete ing 
idess )Jinformaut above. mentioned is right, and that the Masonic Jrotherhood in 
rey eh was founded by Moshin Khas for certain personal. nd political wims of 
Farag, and towhich the Hakim-ul-Mulk, the Kawam-ed-Dowleh (just arrested!) and the 
Nis om Tule all opponents of tho presont Grand Vizier as well as the priser Mushir- 
Ae Dowicl and Mukhber-ed-Dowleh belong (though since Mobs Khan's death it has no 
Teena had a regular lodge) does number among its members ceria Harr who take, 
longer de of their connection with it for purposes utterly allen lo the principles of 
a uasanry and seck to tse it as a bond of union betwean the aristoora ‘malcontents 
rere Oppesition and Court parties and Mahommedan fanaties and evolutionists whose 
<iews and objects are entirely different. 
Sra ooiertsr the authors of the seditious notices and the seizure of their prow will 
inbly stop the further distribution of these papers for the presi) Several fresh 
conceived in the same spirit have appeared since T bad the honour to address 















































__. With respect to the Damani raid alluded to in the Goverment of India’s des 
of the 25th July, Lliave the honour to transmit herewith a decypher of = ae Baas 
Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed on the snbject of the relations hetween the raiders 
and the Russian Vice-Consil in Scistan, who is reported by Major Benn to have purchased 
some of the raided camels, Tawait the receipt from Quetta of ML Miller's letters to 
the Danan Che! afore making formal emmaniation on the subject to. the Persian 
fovernment; but I have already informed the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, confidentially, o 
Senet yas y he Mushir-ed-Dowleb, confidentially, of their 
is Bxcelleney professed great indignation at the news, and said that if it v 
confirmed! he might have to ask for M. Miller's reeall from his present yest, Whether 
he will really have the courage to do s0 is another matter. 
Thave, &c, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 15. 
Attabeg-i-Azam to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Pranslation,) September 4, 1901 
T HAVE received your note of the 25th August ast regarding. the one 


Mohamed Omer and the claims put forward by the inhabit 
Inims put fo he inhabitants of M which 
Mohd Omer a p yy the inhabitants of Makran, of which you 

In reply, I have the honour to inform you that neces 

In reply, nou fo iat necessary orders have been sent to 
the Governor of Kerman and Beluchistan instructing him fo send, next autumn and 
wine an fia with small tay of troops to inquire, with the hontai of the 
British official, into the claims, and fo recover and restore [to the owners] the amount of 


auy auch claints as may be proved against the perpetrators. With regard to Mohame 
‘OAs Ihe GOvELARLen# Wil ago Goke The nesSoalry ep abicaietie Maine? 


Inclosure 2 in No, 16. 


ConsulsGienerat Chenevin-Tronch to Sir a Hardinge. 


: Meshed, September 2, 1901, 
from Miller, heating letters to the Daminis, has been 

to Tia, arnt ae promising support to, 
i i nows of English doings. Verbal messages we 
‘incite thew to raid earavais.. Incident. may: he useful to Soi Sah enay Ressas te 
doinyy oF may show necossity of tro Rohat or at least Political officer, 





No. 16. 


Sir A. Havdiige to the Marquess of Laitsdowne,—( Received October 7.) 
{X6, 188. Confidential) 

My Lord, ee Guluhek, September 16, 1901 
NIE Grand Vizier eame to lunch with me to-d Wwe lad & conversition aft 
sive ga Ue wahoe oe Sunauen tus Ob eae 

His Highness said that before. decid 
Imperial Bank of Persia, which he hud been contemplating since hts return from Lashkerek, 
tie hud gone very fully into the question of next year’s Budget. ‘The result ad been to 
stiow that the deficit up to date was 500,000/,, or ‘about 100,000. more the highest 
figure given me by M. Naus, ‘The Shah ha, therefore, ordered him to raise a loan of a 
1,000,001, or 1,200,0001., the latter addition representing the amount borrowed last. 
spring from the Imperial Bank on the security of the Southera Customs. OF this sum 
00,0002, would be employed to extinguish the present feficit ; 300,001, would be devoted 


to the Shah's proposed European tour next and 2 
ie ee 


of 200,000). from the 
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His Highness explained that the Persian Road Company, whose formation Tad 
the Kenbur to report in my despatch No. 76 of the 16th May, had, as was fn By owt 
trinion only to be expected, proved o fularo, and that the Persian Governinent must 
opin ery the road themselves, oF in consequence of previous engagements inke Wie 
xine a ed with Russia, permit a Russian Cornpany to construct it.The Atabeg:i- * 
Ae a trom to aay that a large portion of the amount required must necessarily, tn 
Azam went of Joan contract, be borrow from Russia, He was anxious, in order to bold 
Hi oe fainy, to borrow as much as he could from the Imperial Bank of Persit, but 
the rate of interest, viz., 12 per cont. charged by it was excessivi and he wished to know 
tne not be reduced to'S per cent. He gave me pretty clearly to understand that as 
Fa coe tay ease be obliged to. contract a Russian Loan, it woald not be worth bis 
while to divide it with the Imperial Bank unless the latter reduced its rate of interest. 

ToT thought it would be to the advantage of the Persian Government, even if 
the inert charged by the Imperial Bank was alittle higher than that charged by the 
the inter ceive a share in its Dusiness to both banks. If, owing to want of support, by 
aaron Government, the Imperial Bank were to collapse, the Russian, ban would 
weGuire a monopoly which would enable it to dictate its own terms, ‘This would not in 
the long run be for the benefit of Persia. 

og ri that 1 feared, under all the cireamstaness, that the views, of a fresh largo 
Persian tein from Russia would produce a regrettable efect in England, 11s Highness 
Persian Tate at several recent interviows which 1 had the honour of having with him, 
aa rare noxious, ou political grounds, to avoid wich « Joan, aad 1 had reported in Hist 
that Ne ue Lordship and had prevailed on you to use the influence of the fh ish. 
Fane voi for the purpose of facilitating English financial assistance to Persia through 
Gover the Imperial Bank, If {bad now to ausiounce that, « Russian Loan tind 
te sy eoneluded, 1 should lay myself open to the charge of having been tisledy 
and those adverse critics of His Highness here and elsewhere who. hud throughout eon: 
a rpotnat he was merely tring with England, and always meant in the end to borrow 
tence tala, would be able with soime show of plausibility to sey that they had been 
proved to be right, : : ‘ 

oti: Atabes-i-Azam replied that he greatly disliked having to make a fresh Russian 
Loan I might not believe him, hut he would almost prefer 0 resign, Stl, whiay other 
alternative, in view of thes 's finances, was open to him? Could 1 offer 
hiin, on behalf of His Majesty ent, any practical suggestions of advice? 

Pee T' could not do so on the spur of the moment. I'would think over the 
question, would telegraph to your Lordship, and would, with bis permission, see 
in a few days hence 

Tis Hizhness iinpressed on ime that nothing was absolutely settled. He had 
told ime, confidentially, in accordance with his promise, what the present situation really 
was. 

Ho let fall some remarks indicating that the wasteful prodigality of the Shah (who, T 
believe, has just decided upon building a new villa at Darabad) was mainly responsible 
forthe present financial difficulties and would probably decasion their recurrence in the 
future, even if they were surmounted for the times 

T'ehought Hic Highness, whose health has of late been bad, seemed more ansious and 
dopressed than usual. No doubt he is trying, to some extent, to play off aginst one 
serine in accowance with the traditional policy of the Persian Government, the English 
sy Ttucsian banks, by telling each that he will have to borrow from the other unless ite 
val gives him speeially good terms. But think he sees that in the en! he will have to 

to Russia for help, and that a fresh Russian Loan, even if not attended by very onerous 

i ill do him a good deal of harm with the Persian public. He has, in 

athe permanent friendship of support of the Shab, 

i to raise the loan, and then, shen the 

money is secured, wnay sacrifice hit the transaction will probably 

bu the part both of his political adversaries at Court and of the Persian clergy: antl 

People, Lis position is, doubtless largely through, his own inistakes in the past, » very 

pe dvard one,and one in whic, with the best will in the world, it is by no means easy for 
us to help itm. 

T haye, &e. 
(Signed) ‘ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


ee 
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‘The duties of the Persian subordinates are to observe all traffic and bring all 
caravans and travellers under the observation of the posts at Karez and Turbat, and to 
Keep. up communications, ‘These duties they perform with a fidelity which, in 
Perians, js an cloquent testimony to the power and influence of their Russian 
masters. 

‘The control of the executive of the cordon is nominally vested in the local Persian 
Government, of which the Governor-General of Khorassan is the head, his subordinates 
being the Governors of Turshiz, Turbat-ieHaidari, Khaf, and Turbat-i-Shaikh Jam, who 
tne ihore divectly concerned: but the actual control of the men employed, as to. their 
Stations and duties, is entirely in tho hands of the Russian officer at "furbat, who, has 
ako the power in reality, if not nominally, of demanding and receiving any increase of 
force Ine may at any time require from the local Governors, 

‘The medical officers are supposed, to be in @ position to earry out the duties which 
devolve own medical officer of health in a civilized count 

Tom the. opportunities aiforded of studying the methods employed at Turbat-i- 
Haidari; it has appeared that there the establishment in personnel is fairly adequate for 

ty supposed duties, but material and appliances are t - 

The theory of the existence of the post is that it i: but this is 
ronidered absurd by the fact that free local communication exists through the post aud 

jen both sides of the cordon all along its line, in a way that ean obtain between no 

AL the line of the cordon five passage is allowed except to 
istance. 

followed by the medical officer is, under various conditions, as 
ivan of a patty of travellers coming from a distance, on reaching the 
taidari by. any of the main roads, is stopped by a patrol of 
jit inlantry: soldiers st ‘wsuitable spot Several of the men of the party are 
conducted hy oncof the soldiers to the official resideuee ofthe Russian officers, where they 
five interrogated by the doctor and the olficer in charge, Tu all ions are usked 
te to the number of persons and the goods carried by the caravan, their origin and route, 

fund us to other subjects which will be shown tater, 

If the caravan is of Persian or Af n, or the members of the party have come 
by way of the Gulf, whore sanitary: measures are in foree, the men are at once dismissed 
tid thot caravin liberated. Lf however, it is of Indian origin, that is, has! entered 
Persia by way of Beluchistan and Seistan, a record is taken of the names of the men and 
their families, if any, and their bedding and clothing are subjected to, a process of 
fuinigation lusting some hours, the members of the party and their merchandize being 
frevd. 

“Tho fumigation ss carsied out, thongh very formally conducted, is not to be regarded 
and could not be defended, except to. ignorant persons, as a serious measure of 
disinfeetion, 

For tle purposes of disinfee Persian dome-roofed mud hut, such as is 
secon in every village, has been built and furnished with the usual ill-fittingrough wooden door. 
This hut, ws ix evidenced by the dung littering its floor, is between times used by the 
soldiers on, duty as a sheep-pen. 

When disiuiection is ordained, the medical olficer’s subordinates fep up anyhow 
inside the hut the suspicious urticle, set alight a certain nt of sulphur, and close 
the illfitting door for an eset number of hours, Except trom the dirty floor, no 
harm ean bedone by this process, lust of all to any disease organisms which might be 
present. 

‘Ti sotfons disinfection were intended, it would be incumbent on the medical officer 
to provide for doing it by means of heat, as is laid down in the Venice Con: 
Yention, where, for all articles possible, disinfection in special stoves is the only method 
recognized. 

‘Me procedure adopted by the medical officer towards caravans arriving at ‘Turbat-i- 
‘Hoidari from India by way of Beluchistan is very much on the lines of that which might, 
‘under the provisions of the Venice Convention, be enforced on the arrival at an European 
port of & vessel from an infected port, but free of plague and more than ten days.out from 
The port, In such a ease it is probable that the health officer would requite a list of the 
shiple compony in order to be able to trace ot supervise them, and that he would 
asntek ina proper tanner auch of their effects as he might think could possibly be 
infected. 

“An Indian caravan arriving at Turbat-i-Haidari does not start from an infected part of 
India, the Government of India having declared Beluchistan to be free of plague, and 
before arriving at Turbat it has traversed Persian territory during @ period not less than 
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amonth, during which time, had it been infected, it would have spread disease along its 
apne, in territory azainst which the sanitary measures of the cordon are not exercised. 

‘The formality imposed, of recording the names of travellers, however suitable to a 
civilized country, is utterly Useless in Persia, where there is no machinery for tracing the 
persons concerned, and, as has been shown, the process of fumigation is an equally useless 
form. 

“\ reference to the Venice Convention, chapter 2, sections 1 to 4, which refer equally 
to Asia as well as Europe, as is stated in chapter 1, section 1, shows that in reality, 
Bukelistan not being infected with plague, no sanitary measures or medical supervision 
qwhatever are legally permissible azainst arrivals from tliat province. 

‘The sanitary rules laid down in the Convention are for employment in ease of 
arrivals. from infected arcas only, the definition of an infected area, the necessity for 
restricting the sa regulations to such arcas, and the mutual interchange of commu 
weet tione on the subjcct, are all detailed in the sections noted ; and the provedure adopted 
at Turbat-i-Haidari by the Rus cents of the Persian Government appears to ignore 
the existence of any such international understanding. 

‘So long as Beluchistan remains unaffected by plague, travellers entering, Persia from 
that provinee should not be subjected to any sanitary supervision whatever, 

That thers are parts of India, and especially the sea-ports affected, has no bearing on 

fp that eas from India starés from a port that is or hos been infected, 
'y caravan that starts from Quetta leaves under no suspicios 

Within. the Inst three years there have been in Russian territory two admitted 
outbreaks of plague, frely referred to by the Russian officer at Turbats one in Turkestan, 
the other in European Russia near Astrakhan, but no arrival on the Persian or the German. 
frontier hus been medically supervised on that account. 

‘A case which occurred recently at Turbat ‘idari, when the servants of the Patna 

Sawab were detained for ten days under observation after their arrival at Turbat with the 
bod who had died in Seistan, the body being buried on the spot, was entirely 
arbitra 

‘Tie caravan to which the men and the deceased belonged came from Beluchistan, 

T an infected arca ; the death occurred in Persia; there were no grounds whatever 

J from plague, yet the Indians who accompanied the 

body were put under observation in quirantine for the extreme Hint of tinve permissible, 

in the caso of persons who have been in immediate attendance on u case of plague, that 

isten days, while the Persian cameldrivers, who, granting that the body was infections, 

‘cht, umier te eircumstances, be supposed 19 be equally: ikely with the Indians to 
develop disease, were released after only five days, 

Tris to be noted that this took place before the recent intervention of the British 
Consulate-General, without which it is possible that the procedure adopted in other eases 

have been also not in conformity with the appearance of legality. 

“The medical officer in addition to his sanitary duties conducts a dispensary and 
practises among the people. 

‘The Russian officer at Turbat-i-Haidari is in charge of the whole cordon under the 
Russian Consul-General at Meshed, with whom he is in constant communication, and thas 
complete control of all the Persian subordinates employed, 

‘The work of supervising the sanitary cordon is, however, only the smaller part of 
his duties, which malnly consist in collecting military intelligence. ‘The present holder of 
the post explained that his chief work is collecting ‘statistics of Persia.” Sitting. at 
‘Turbat-icHatdari with the power conferred on him by the Persian Government of having 
the arrival of every traveller reported to him, and of forcing every traveller, pilgrim, or 
camel-inan in charge of caravans to appear before him in. his office, there to answer any 
questions that may be puts he has extraordinary opportunities, whiel he uses, of learning 
Gnd recording whatever is of wilitary or commercial interest as to a great part of 
‘Afghanistan, from Herat southwards, Beluchistan from Quetta, Scistav, and all the south, 
and south-west of Persia. 

iis inquiries are larzely about ronds, water and food supply, and he is assisted by a 
large collection of maps, of which the Russian official ones are extraordinarily full and 
complete, including English official maps, on one of which the Quetta-Nushki-Seistan road 
is added in with great minuteness of detail. 

Tt is evident that the geographical position of Turbat--Haidari and th complete 
contr ofall exravans reaching the live of the cordon render the work of collecting infor 
mation, which can be checked many times in the course of a year, one of great ease, whi 
thearea from which itis zathered is enormous, and there are constantly recurring, oppor 
tunities of verifying each detail, 











Of the four officers who have been employed on this duty during the four years since 
the post was established, not one has been a pure Russian: they have been Bulgarian, 
German, Little Russian, sd Swedish Finn; all have been men of more than 0 ary 
education and atta her members of the stall or special service officers from 
‘Pranscaspia, and they bave been very highly paid. 

Tn establishing the cordon which has been deseribed, the Russian and Persian 
Governments Have created an artificial frontier-line, which the former intends to use 
fas a protection for its very vulnerable Transeaspian teritory against epidemie disease 
arising in India. 

ot sowie months afler the eowon was arranged, in the spring of 1897, it was entirely 
loved! «siiist: Afghanistan, and it ray be expected that on the yerified outbreak of cholera 
or pluie in that country oF Beluchistan, it will be again closed absolutely to all 
traffic trom these countries. 
___hvasaition, it is perfeetly cerinin that if Belucbistan becomes infected, the Persian 
Goyesunicnt will exercise the power given it by the Venice Convention, and will elose the 
frontier betiveen Persia and Beluchistan. 
va. lle only hope of avoiding this, und at the same time depriving the Russin officers at 
Tarbot of all pretext for even so much as interrogating travellers from Beluchistan and 
Indio, would he if the Indian Goverment were to induce the P. 
to allow it fo undertake the sanitary supervision of the Perso-Bel 
establish on that frontier at least as eflictent as 


asian Government 
frontier, and, were to 
tein of supervision as that of the 


hat were done till plague broke out in Persia, it could be exacted that the 
prese with British subjects at ‘Surbat-i-Haidari, should pletely 
discontinued, and the sanitaty cordon would be confined to operations against At 
only. Ks 
“At present the Russian oficers at ‘Turbine are intrusted by the Persian Government 
with the duty of managing the alfuirs of tho sanitary cordon; any approach to a dual 
control of such an institution, or of interfereuce in its working, would be neither expedient 
cor feasible, 
It would be left to any British officer, medical or other, on the spot to look on 
observe, and his presence would only act as a deterrent against flagrant irregularit 
uv that the influence of the Cousulate-General has ti tely exercised, pro 
with permanent ellect, 4 


(Signed) A. L. DUKE, Captain, LAL, 


Agency Surgeon. 
Mesheit, clugust 24, 1901. een 





No. 18. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansidowne.—(Reccived October 7.) 
(No. 140.) 
ty Lord, Gultek, September 18, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to transiil herewith, with reference to oy HORT Dot 
the Gh instant, eopies of correspondence on the sulject of the recent visit of M. Simais, 
Acting Director of the Bushire Customs, to Bahrein. 

__ Tami quite satisfied that M. Simaisy the younger brother of the late Belgian Director 
of the Bushire Customs, who recently died on leave of alisenee from Persia, acted entirely 
6 his own initiative, Tis nction, as. your Lordship will observe, has been emphatically 
disavowed by the Persian Governiuent, and M. Naus informed me in conversation that 
he would have punished hits severely for it, lad he not been disposed to treat him rather 

-s aud recent death of his late brother. As it is, he has 


te 
On being asked by M. Nous why he had presumed to describe to. the Sheikh 
of Babrein his unauthorized visit as ioe te by one of the Shah, M. Simais rather 


naively replied that he thought the Sheik 
‘hima on bebalf of His Imperial Majesty. 


T gather at the same time from M. Naus that there has always been a certain 


would be flattered at hearing that hie came to 
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vowed reluctance on the part of the Persian Government to formally acknowledge oy 
eet orate the Part Babrein, which was conquered by Persia from the 
rate oe: tine of the Sefavi Kings, and only lost to the Arabs during the period 
ch followed the overthrow of that dynasty. : 
Sth ME, Naus in connection with this matter, respecting 
T said, to prevail at Bushire between the 
als, and pointed out that I was perpetually 
Kemball of their unnecessarily combative, a Teast 
of petty questions, which could easily be adjusted with 


Itwas inevitable that the transition from 
the old easy-going ‘attended with @ good many abuses, to one 
worked, or sought to be work should give occasion to a certain 
tension between the new European erchants; but he had 

betwee Ambrain, who was succceding the late M Samnis, the necessity of 

aipvanees for the peculiar conditions of Bushire, and of cultivating the most 
Hendy relations with the foreign Consuls, and especially with His Majesy Resident, 
Fiera confident that the effect of the instructions lc was giving would be fo smooth 
Free eo ealics and antugoniams to which I hud referred, and whic he hiunself had 
greatly regretted. 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR ff, HARDINGE. 


SSS 
Inclosure 1 in No. 18. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Sir A, Hardinge. 


‘elegraphic.) Bushire, September 4, 1901, 
ae yecuived report. from Babin that Persepolis,” with Belgian Diruetor of 
Cuatlnes our board, visited Balin the Bist, August. Belgian called ‘on Sheikh nnd 
Customs ee that he had been deputed by Shah to obtain bis consent, to plac Customs 
official in Babrein for the purpose of examin ‘placod on. cargo hatches of steamers 
cai erin port and reseating them when etenmer Leaves for Buahire, Belgian then 
falled on our Political Agent, and told him ss of sealing hatches had. been 
calle oy consent of foreign Representatives at Tehran, and if Sheikh refuse Shal's 
‘at Bahrein will be re in ports, He asked 
about sta i Agent would advise Sheikh if latter referred 
matter to h i Ss he had wot head from mie on the subject be 
could not express opinil ence. Sheikh informed Belgian that he would 
reply to communication through me. [have informed our Agent that there is no need 
reer te Sark to send reply, and that Persian Customs oficial should wot be allowed at 
Hee T have reported mnatter to Government of India, who have approved proposal 
that your Excellency should protest stronaly to Persian Government agatnal commanicne 
tion made by Belgian direct to Sheikh, Status of 1 ‘well. known, and any com- 
tion ation “which Persian Government may have to make sbould be made to your 
Excellency. 
With regard to question of sealing holds, this isthe frst 1 have heard of it. It seems 
‘unwarrantabie and unnecessary, and will be objected to by our steamers. Great secrecy 
tras observed with regard to visit to Babrein, 


—— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 18. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Aliabeg-inAzam. 


Your Highness, Gulakek, September 6, 1901. 

THE Government of India has learned with astonishment that ou the 51st August 
the “Perepalis,” with the Belgian Director of the Bushire Customs on board, arrived at 
Babrein, tat that gentleman paid a visit to the Sheikb, representing that he came by order 
pathe Shab with arview to conlading certain comercial arrangeuents with the Babrein 
Chtherities, and obtaining the Sheikh's consent to the placing of a Persian Customs 
coffcial me island, and further intimated to the British Political Agent there thet 

1695] 
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unless these arrangements were agreed to by the Sheikh, ships calling at Babrein would 
be repelled from Persian ports. 

intimation was given to His Majesty's Resident in the Persian Gulf (the official 
superior of the Political Resident at Bahrein) of this Persian mission to an Arab State 
under British protection and bound by special Treaties, of which the Persian Government 
cannot Ue ignorant, to the Government of India. 

‘The Sheikh very properly replied that he would wive his answer if necessary through 
Colonel Kemball, and the incident, as far as Balircin itself is concerned, is at an ends 
hut the Government of India protest strongly to your Highness against the communica 

a made by M. Simais to the Sh It is my duty to place on record, in the clearest 
manner, that His Majesty the Emperor of India eannot acquiesce in any foreign interference 
in the allairs of Bahrein, or in those of any other of the Trucial Chiefs on the Arab 
coast of the Persian Gulf and that any attempt to disturb the relations established by 
‘Treaties of long standing hetween these Chiefs and the Goverament of India be 
regarded as an unfriendly act. I have endeavoured ever sineo T have been here to 
maintain the most cordial friendship between my Government aud that of His Majesty the 
Shah, and I havea right to expect that if negotiations are entered into between Persia 
and Bahrein, due regued should jc had to the special relations between that State and 
the Empire of India, and that any communication which the Persian Government 
may wish fo make to the Sheikh should be conveyed through the British Legation at 
‘Weliran, 

Tawait the explanations which T fecl sure your Highness, who, U believe, eannot have 
authorize the extraordinary proceedings of M. uiay be good enough to offer with 
regard to this regrettable incident, 
Lhave, &, 

(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 18. 


Attabeg-i-Azam to Sir A. Hardinge, 


(Translation.) [Received September 17, 1901.] 

WITH reference to your note of the Sth instant and the conversation you had with 
ne with regard to M, Simais! interview with the Sheikh of Bubrein, I have the honour to 
inform you that, as T have told you verbally, M. Simais has liad no instructions from the 
Persian’ Government on this matter, and, if there have been any steps on his part, it 
must liave been by mistake, and he will be repritmanded for i 


Inclosure 4 in No. 18. 


3M. Simais to M. Naus. 
grap Le 7 Septembre, 1901. 
UDI soir le © Persépolis,” appareillant pour eh Hous Hous sommes 
embargués, M, Stas et nod, et nous sommes rendus & Balirein pour voir le Scheik, que 
issions, Jet it part du projet de plombage des navies, et tut ai domandé 
sil n'autorisgesait pas un de ses hommes ou tin de mes employes A déplomber et & replomber 
Jes nayires & l'entrée of & Ia sortie de Bahreins sa collaboration étant absolument nécessaire 
pour assurer Vefficacité de la mesure, les navires allant de Lingab & Babrein et revenant 
Bouchir, Le Scheik a promis d’étudier la question et d’envoyer une réponse, Cette 
visite Gtait toute amieale, Jamais aucun onire wa été signifié au Scheik. Je posstde 
@'aillours réponse éerite et des témoins peuvent certitier Vexoctitude de mes dires. 


No. 19. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received October 7.) 


(No. 141.) 
iy Lord, Gulhek, September 18, 1901. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the“ Meshed Diary,” for the 
week ending the 30th August, whicl, besides a good deat of interesting information 
respecting affuirs in Transeaspia and Khorassan, gives details as to the activity of Russian. 
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engineers in the neighbourhood of Kuchan, reported in my telegram to your Lordship, 
No. 52, of the 12th instant, 

‘Phe Mushired-Dowleh informed me this afternoon that he had drafted a reply tomy 
note making inquiry as to this Intter subject, and that it would probably reach me in a 
day or two. f 

YT eked his Excellency if he could give me its substance to-day, as our messenger 
was leaving for England to-morrow. oN 

He said that a year ago, when the Shah was in Europe, the Russian Government had 
asked permission to-send a party of engineers into Deregez in order to survey, with a view 
te thor diversion or damming up of certain streams flowing thence into Russian territory, 
which, during recent flood had damaged the ‘Transcaspian Railway near Anau, The 
permission had been given, and operations had begun this summer, ‘The local Karguaary 
ve accompanied the Russian engineers, had, however, reported that they wero laying 
Mit rods, and pushing their survey parties into the hills near Kuchan in a manner which 
appeared beyond the scope of their professed mission, and had asked the Persian Govern- 
ment for instructions. z 

{he had been told to request them to suspend their operations, and, as there seemed 
a possiblity thit they might disregard this request, the Persian Foreign Office was 
Uddressing a note on the subject to the Russian Legation at ‘Tehran, in ‘order to insure 
ae evalanee with it, ‘There was, his Exeellency added, uo question of a railway; but the 
Rusgans appeared to have made, or to be making, a regular road along theit line of march 
Tithe accra of their survey. operations, They would now be informed that they must 
confine themselves to the oes for which permission had been given them to survey in 
Doreger—via, the protection of the ‘Transcaspian Railway from inundation from streams 
rising in Persian territory. 

Ihave, &. 


(igned) ARTHUR UH. HARDINGR. 


ee 


Inclosure in No. 19. 
Meshed Confidential Diary for Week ending August 80, 1901. 


FROM Krasnovodsk T hear that six navy guns have reached that place from Russ 
and have been, for the present, detained there. 

T have received the following information from a traveller who has just, returned 
from the direction of Phnjdeh. Much of it is known, but his description of the Kushke 
Railway and the post at Shaikh Junait may be of use. ¢ r 

“The present railway fine between Merv and Shaikh Junait passes by the following 
route— 

Starting ftom Mere the line felons the right ['#) bank of the river through 
Yolatan, Sultan Bund, Charvaklo, Imanbaba, Urush Doshan, crossing the river at 
Poli-khishti, and going on to Sheikh Jupait ‘ 

in the latter place the Russians have buitta large fort, the circumference of which, 
is about 20 tniles, 

Aruniunition and railway materials in large quantities have been stored inside the 
fort. 

‘WWiore are underground fortifications, ‘The walls of the fort are 10 to 12 yards 
thick, ‘These wills are thced with masonry 2 yards thick, the intervening space is filled 
with earth beaten hard, 

Shaikli Jonait is the terminus of the line, and actually not a yard of railway extends 
beyond, though all materials for the prolongation of the line are stored up in Shailkh 
Suit. 

Phe bit of country Tying between Pul-ickhishti and Takhla Bazaar was surveyed 
seven months ago with a view of connecting these two points by railway, but through 
‘vant of funds the project bas been postponed, ‘This line has been surveyed up to the 
Russo-Afglian frontier to a place called Killawao. 

‘two projects, however, are said to engage the immediate attention of the Russian 
Government. 

1, A mallway line along the right bank of the Tajend River from Tajend to Surakhs= 

Appenslis to Diary for week ending the 16th August.) 
Shaikh Junait to Chahil-Dakhteran, 
One of these lines it is said is to be prolonged to Seistan. 
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‘These projects were to be discussed during the visit of General Kuropatkin to 
Sarakhs. 

‘From Tajend, in the direction of Sarakhs, 4 or 5 miles of good road liad been 
levelled, It was reported that citler 1s macadamsised road was going to be made or else a 
railway. 

My informant of the above news said that he heard nothing about Russian eanal 
schemes, but much talk about railway projects 

‘The Reis-ul-Pajar (vide my dinry for wevk ending the 28th June) tog 
“quiliniae bashin,” or head architect in Meshied, aiade a recent tour in the Cauetsus 
their reiurn journey to, Askhabad they heard a great deal about projected Russian 
lines towares Persia. ‘They saw railway uiaterials all along the Tine collecte 
‘quantities, especially at tho Araao station, near Askhabad. 

They saw everywhere signs sian frontier. From 
Armao station to. Walla-Chenar, the road had been completed. ‘They even report the eon 
striction of i road to Durbadam in che direction of Kuchan, 

ti engineers busy surveying and marking out roads 
it was 
should follow to Kuchan. It 
Mahmud. 

Tt was said that Tksamul Mulk, the Karguzar of Mahomedabad, had tried to prevent 
the Russians from making this new route, but instructions had been sent to him from 
‘Tehran not to obstruct the Russiaus, 

Tt, was reported that the Russians were making these surveys, and constructing these 
roads, in virtue of an old concession which had been granted thein some years previously, 
and that there was nothing new in. the matte 

Kuso Khan, Governor of Durbadan), ind also received orders not to obstruct the 
Russians, 

‘An official at Bajuira, on the Porso-Russiin frontior, informed the architect that the 
Russians were in the habit of exereising their troops in the mountains near the Russian 
border. 

Everyone said that the new works in the direction of Kuchan wore to 
railway which was to pass Meshed, go through Seistan, and reach Bunder Abbas. 

Th connection with the reports the following is a copy of a tel 


by the Kargucar of Mahowedabad to Meshed, given me by the Bangs telessaph clerk 
ere 


_ “Tt isa now a month that the Russians have beon engaged in surveying, taking 
heights of mountains, anil making plans. ‘They have pegged ont irom DarrahkseDarungar 


to Kaltechonar, and west of 1) , whero they reached, and then divided into varions 
artics and then worked east. Daragez to Kaleh Sang, Zulagh, to south of River 
arungar route finished and busy on Sabz Darral Datanay for some days, and afterwards 
from Zhoo to Durbadam, Kuchan, where they came out. 1 accompanied them, In 
a fow duys will reach Kuchan, and then will return to Mahoredaba 
‘The Reiseuleajar paid me a private visit, and intorwwed me personally of the above 
‘He said that while in the Caueasus ti r nthe move, and 
me whether, tiom my Reuter's tel uything to warrant this 
moving of troops, “He asked me whether, if the Russians made a railway to Meshed 
through Kuchan by the route whieh I have mentioued above, they would have the right 
to run it on the Persian portion of the Askhiabad road, a portion for which he has the 
Concession for ninety years. 

__ He impressed upion me the general activity and talk of coming events which was 
going on in Russia, and in the Caucasus and ‘Transcaspin, owing to the advance we had 
made towards Scistan. His view of the situation was that it was somewhat eritieal, He 
endeavoured to perstiadé me to pay a visit to Tehran, where he said the actual struggle 
for supremacy in Persia was actually goiug now on, He impressed on me, as others have 
done, how cutirely the Sudr Azatu had suld his country to the Russians, how the Minister 
for Foreign Affaits in Tehrao, a mere pupil of the Sadr Azam, hid also entirely gone over 
to the Russian side. 

When in the Caueasus he told me that he liad met the Persian Minister on his way 
from St, Petersburgh, and bad had lovg talks with him. The Persian Mi 
have received great attentions frow this Czar and the Russian Government be said that 
‘the Russian Concessions, such as the road from Resht to Teluan and the Russian Bank, 
had been of io benefit to the Russion Goveroment, This the Reis-ul"Tajur said was 
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untrue, and the Persian Minister knew it to ‘be untrue when he said it, The Persian 
Minister abused me very much and said my actions in Persia had been very high- 
handed, &e. sae 

ajc Minister suid that at present the Russians had had no immediate Concessions 
granted them, but be predicted that very shortly they would obtain a Concession to make 
a railway to Bunder Abbas. 

‘The Reis-uleTajar said that the original ten years’ agreement, that no one should 
make railways ia Persia but the Russian Government, being now nearly up, the Russians, 
he considered, wers possibly busy planning some future and similar arrangement, or else 
they wished to show that they Some beginning in railway construction prior to 
the expiration of the Concession. ‘ 

He said he did not consider Russia could find money for ai y big railway: 
projects ut present, not did he believe Russia could find the money to meet the loan of 
40,000,000 roubles which Persia was seeking to obtain, He was astonished to see the 
want of all progress in the Caucasus, and the inability of the Russians to develop the 
natural resources of their country. 

‘The rumours and reports about these Russian road and rail projects [ telegraphed to 
His Britaunie Majesty's Minister, sine 4 hing was: known 
about them in Te ct s true is stated, permission bial 
been given to conduct water from the Persian side of frontier for the use of the stations on 
the Russian Railway. 

The Governor hiere also. received n telegraty from Tehran, calling on hin to report 
what these rumours are, The Goversor, who is very friendly with us, compared notes 

th information, and corroborated most of the reports, aud said he would telegraph 
to Tehran and report the Russian movements on the fronticr, asking us at the same time 
to keep him informed of what information we may receive, 

It is dificult to say what he will actually report, In any ease, we will do our 
best attention of His Majesty tie Shalt to his northern neighbour's 
advancing intentions, and distract Nis thoughts from our own political position in 


before reported that the Dragomun of the Russiim Consulate, M. Stroeff, had 
puted to the district of Daragez. 
Thave sent ral mien towards Dar and towards Kurez,. 
Although there is a paid newswriter at Daragez, and 1 reccive weekly letters font 
‘none of the above information bu ived through him. 
i is the apathetic state which newsewriters re ach if left too long alone in one 
place. 
pei have frequently mentioned the prevailing apathy of Persia, nnd the effect it is liable 
to have on all. Ehave now 4 full report 19 the Government of India on this subject, 
proposing that fresh and specially-selected men should be appointed to collect news at 
important phices in Persia. ‘ 
‘My native othcer with two sowary le here to-morrow for Karez, Me will 
unostentatiously make a tour along the whole Perso-Russian frontier froin Karez to 
Daragex 
] reevived a letter from the Naibeul-Hukumat at Herat, asking me to release Ghulam 
Khay, the camelman, who had been caught bringing rifles into Persia. He said the rilles: 
were sequited for personal security. f ‘ 
Tu reply pointed out te the Naib-ul-Hukumat that the importation of urms into, 
wus prohibited, that the Consul here and at Bunder Abbas would ald in every way 
the Custows Department to catch importers. I reminded hin that twentyesix siowly 
packed rifles were niot rifles for personal protection, and I-asked that notice should be 
given in Herat about the prohibition of rifles in Persia, 
Phe scigure of rifles will have had n good ellect. Indirectly it-will benefit the 
route, as the arms traffic by the Bunder Abbas route was an attraction of that route. 
‘Amir Abdur Rahowan has sent a Firman here to his agent ordering him to. induce all 
Afghan refugees to return to their country. 
Bolan Khan, horse-dealer at Quetta, arrived here from Quetta by the Nushki route, 
He informed me that he had been Ordered to take to India some Persian mules, even as 
as ten. His orders were to take them out of the country quietly, Owing to the strict 
surveillance over all exports and imports by Belgian officers in the Customs Department, 
it was impossible to entertain the idea of his taking mules to India without full authority 
from the Possian Goveroment. Application was therefore made to His Britannic Majesty's 
Minister at Teliran tor leave to export mules, 


ane ae from Persia is, as faras 1 know, prohibited. I made a present to the 
1693) 
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Naser-ud-Dowlali, the Governor of Khorassan, of an English saddle and a gun. The 
overnor has been very friendly with us, and has in many ways safezuarded our interests. 

Tn private conversations he assures me of the hold the Russians have got in P 
through the Sadr-i-Azam, who is now completely in their hands, 

"he Naser-ud-Dowlal is not in the least afraid of the Russian Consul-General here. 
‘The latter warned him at a private interview that if he continued to be so friendly with 
the English, he would be turned out of the Governorship. 

_ Thave on the other fiand told the Nasersud-Dowlah that he will have our support 
agoinist intrigues, 

Mahowmed Akram Khan, the caravan hashi, who came to Meshed with the Patna 
nawabs, gave thein a great deal of trouble on the way, blackmailing them at every tura. 
‘This man went to Quetta with a caravan belonging to Seth Suleiman, and gave a great 
deal of trouble, He spread bad reports about the route. I believe he was in the pay of 
Mr. Miller, and brought him information, 

‘On his arrival here U informed the Governor about him, and asked him to lock him 
up, and punish him for annoying British subjects, ‘The Governot at once complied, he 
now understands whom it is Gest to serve, Such acts have a great effect on the Persians 


ting the wives of the Governor, who is 
sending his carriage for then and treating them with every respect. 

‘The Governor has just sent me an order, saying, that the body of the mother of 
the nawab, whieh r i, Where she died, and detained at Swibal, in 
Vaideri, through Russian interference, may he brought into Meshed, and buried in the 

incty of the mosque. This shows how little the Governor has cared for 
have made a great point of preventing the burial of the corpse 
s have been registered here since May, making a total of 118 « 
ent against 24 in 1900, an021 in 189 ‘This is independent of those registered in Seistan 
hy Major Benn. 

Tasked the Kanguzar here to issue an order to the Kurgugar in Birjand that he was 
to aflord all help to Seth Suleiman there in collecting his debts, I had not actually ireard 
that there wos any difficulty there, but I wished to show the Karguzar in Birjand, who is 
in Russian pay, that we had plenty of power here, ‘The Meshed ‘Rergueae complied sith 
my request, and wrote the order whieh he gave to me, in his own handwriting 

Me. Castaigne, with whom 1 ain on intimate terms, is still much: exereised about the 
conduct of M. Molitor in going to stay with Mr. Miller. He has sent him again fresh 
orders that all Customs drrangements in Seistan are to be done with the approval of Major 
Hem, that when M, Molitor visits Hovunk and the Indian frontier, he if 
posible, with Major Benn, He has waned him also that Mr. Miller has nothing to do 
With the Customs in Scistan, or even with trade there; and that British subjects are on 
tio agcount to he received by M, Molitor in the Russian Consulate. It will be interes! 
{0 suv the result of theso severe censures and strict orders, 

Mr. Castoizne asked me to ask Major Benn to supply M, Molitor with any Beluch 
sowars he should want for the Customs Department, which £ have asked Major Benn 
to da. 

Mr. Foley fiom the Indian ‘Tea Assuchation, and Mr, Ousetey ftom Deiira Dem are 
hoth here studying the prospects of introducing more Indian tea into Persia, and even 
forcing it by this route inta Russia. 

‘They will send in fresh reports, but thet opinion, 1 may say, is that with certain 
alterations atid certain arrangements the tea prospects are xood. 

‘Miey cousider that ull the tea planters in India should form themselves into a trust, 
‘on the American principle, and command the tea supply for Persia. | ‘The ngonts of the trust 
should be at Quetta, aud Persian dealers should eventually be forced to come there for 
their tea, 

‘hey notice that at present the Persians will not give large orders direct on India, 
having no knowledge of the country and no confidence; that fea must in the first place 
be brought to Persia and sold to the Persians. 

Phat a peculiar tea, Known as whitestipped tea, is the tea which is most popular in 
Persia; this tea, I am informed, is very siinple to make. 

‘"Phis white-tipped tea has not been made much in India because the London market 
makes no demand for it, requiring only stronz teas, the tea for Persia coming from 
Juya, 


As regards the Russian iarket, Mr. Foley informs me that it would be necessary t 
go back to Chinese methods of fi and even Chinese leaf, if tea to suit Russian tas! 
is to be produced. 
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Mr. <, who brings with him Indian tea grown from the Chinese plant, sees no 
difficulty in agai ne to the Chinese method of firing for the Russian market, 
A Raley considers that with the fulleflavoured teas of Assam, s0 suitable for the London 
market, there would be some difficulty in removing, what the Russians consider the 

arstness of the Indian tea. pa 
Uae Eee i the following information regarding duties, Sc. from His Britannic 
Majesty'« Consul at Batour, and His Britannie Majesty’s Vice-Consul, Tehran — 

Black ten of every description (the transit from Batoum to Central Asia was formerly 
prohibited) is now allowed to passthrough Batoum, Baku, and: Krasnovodsk on payment 
se duty of 31, 50. per pood in Russian currenay. Green teas are allowed to pass in 
transit through Batoum on the old scale, viz:— : 

First quality, xe, Lunka and Halmuri, 141, 4c, per pood. Medium tens, ‘Tin 
Te or Akuiruk, W0r, 20¢. per pood. For lower quality, ie, Navatsgur and Patic, 

bles per pood. 

oo etiacs can only be paid at the Customichouses of Askhabad, Bokhara, or Kokand, 
0 
by ee Transport cost of 100 maus, ‘Tubree, from Bushire to ‘Tebran, about 260 

Janey from Baku to Tehran, (32 krans ; from Trebizond to Tehran, 425 Krans.* 

“aneit duties through ‘Turkey for Persin on merchandize, 1 per cent, Full duties 
charged on merchandize through Caucasus whether in transit or note : 

“Duties into Russian territory, whether Asiatic or European, i.e, if by Persia and 

bad, are the same as those given by the Consul at Batoum for Batoum, 

The Governor-General from Tashkend has gone to Sarakhs, 

General Kuropatkin was due to pass through Askhabad on the 27th or 28th August, 
and will proceed to Sarakis with the Governor of Askhabad, where he will be met by the 

emnor-General of Tashkend. 

Gov or RRcusana have. beun to call the route from Sarakhs towards Seistan the new 

sian trade route. 

See eaters G, CHENEVIX-TRENCH, Lieutenant-Colonel, 

; His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General, 


Meshed, August 31, 1901, 





No, 20. 
Sir A Hordinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 7.) 


(No, 143) 

My Lord, Gruthole, September 19, 1001. 
3 T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the monthly summary, by Mr. Richards, 

of affairs in Persia and in the acent Central Asian territories . 

T would add to it that the information contained in my despatch, No. 185 of the 
16th inctant-as to the subjugation of the Shahsevend tribe has been since confirmed, and 
that the insuraent Chief calling Nimself the King of Ardabil has been eaptured and sent 

‘hran. 

‘On the other hand, there is trouble in Luristan, and the troops of His Royal 

tiie Salar-ed-Dowleh have suffered a reverse there at the hands of the insurgent 
Lars. ‘The Grand Vizier tells me that the Persian Officer in Command was 
for this disaster, ns ho deliberately d his novements to the robe 
ic Jellalcud-Dowleh, Prinee-Gavernor of Yezd, on the pretext of causing 
aval from circulation of light coins, prohibited, under penalties, the use of all but ne 
hinted cols. A complaint to me by the Imperial Bank resulted in immediate telegraphic 
Trncrs being sent to Yezd by the Attabeg-ieAzan for the cancelling of this fantastic 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


teins equals V rupees 1 Tabroex man equals 6} lbsey 1 Russian poud equate 46 Ibe (English), 





Tnelosure in No. 20. 
Monthly Summary. 


Teiran.—Arrests in conection with the late conspiracy continue to be made, though 
with less frequency than at first, in the capital. The Kawam-ed-Dowleh hus paid 

of 135,000 tomins, and has been sent under an escort to the Provinee of Irak 
(Bultanabad). 

‘The Chief Mujtehed of ‘Tehran, Mirza Hassan Ashtiari, died « few days ago, and on 
this account, as well as that of his great influence, his son, who had been concerned in the 
fate plot, was allowed to go unpunished. Mirza Hassan Ashtiari wa us a few 
years ayo for the part taken by him i the agitation against the Regie. 

‘Whe Nizam-es-Sultansh in taken sanctuary with the 2 am, in order 
to avoid payment of a sum demanded of him by the Naz-esh-Sultanah, an influential 
Azerbaijan noble 

Shiraz—Maji Seyed Ali Akbex, un important Mujtehed, died a few days ego. 

Kermanshah—Export of gain is prohibited. 

‘Phe sons of Farroth Khan, Governor of — [| ? 4 
Turkish territory, fe now returned, and taken “bast” im the Governor's stables. 

There is nothin 


sheep, two donkeys, aul two men. 

‘The Persian soldiers at All Koleh have pledged their villes with the Turcomans, who 
now use them when raidinss. 

Bushire—M. Chalvin, the French Viee-Consul for Bushire, arrived on the 
7th August, 

MM, Mantusehoff, of Baku, agent of the Russian Oil Company, state that a ship 
Will leave Oclessa with a large eonsiguinent of oil lor the Gulf ports, including Babrein 
and Koweit, ou the 15th August. 

‘A fight is reported to have taken place in Tangistun between the vival factions headed 
by Zayer Khoder Khau aud Hyder Kinn, in whieh the former lost theee men, 

Bassidare—From Minab it is reported that there were two fights between the 
Beluchis ani the inlabitants of Minab; the Beluchis were successful, capturing the 
Minab Fort, whieh they left on 1 000 rupees. 

Kerman—Vhore is uothing to report. 

Meshed.—Mr, Foley, of the Indian Ten Association, is still in Meshed, and. finds 
some ditliculty in obtaining orders (or ten, although there is a big demand for it, ‘This is 
due to the fact that the Persian merchants are not sequainted with this lass of, business, 
and ate, theroior, shy at trying it; they would, at presont, much rather buy’ for cash, 
paying a slightly higher prive for stuit on the spot. Mr. Koley, on this, is of opinion that 
his Association must have a European agent in Meshed. 

‘Phe Russians have lately put an embargo on Persian krans entering Russian territory ; 
the reason is said to be h hey wish to force their unpopular gold rouble coinaze in 
Sentral Asian markets 

His Majesty's Consul complains of the Karzuzar, who is so very 
frionclly with the Russians, quoting as an instance the difficulty he had in making him take 
action in the ease of an Afghan and British subject who had been severcly wounded by 
some Seraci pilgrims ; eventually the men were arrested but not hefore Colonel Trench bil 
towsend dows some few sowars fo sve it done. 

‘he Governor has enzaged the Indian engineer, lately in the employ of Mr. Duncan, 
of Kernan, to make a roal betiveon Mesheit and ‘Turbat-i-Hlaideri; this, when finished, 
will give a road to Birjand aud Seistan eapable for whee! tratlie, 

Colonel ‘Hench complains of the want of some British official to look after the 
interests of Indian merchants ut Birjand, which is a town of some importance, and is at 
present under the jurisdiction of the Vice-Consul at Se:stan, 

Seistan.—It is said that the Amir is affaid of his son the Sartip intriguing against 
him to scoure the Governorship of Seistan, 

Ioppears that one Ali Mavdan, a Seistan saddle-maker, on pretence of takine silver- 
mounted siddlery to Quetta for sale obtained a pass from Major Benn, of Seistan, to 
Quetta by the Nuskhi route, but in reality he took a present from the Russian Vics 
Consul to Sir Naoroz Khan, at Nausherwani 

Mr, Miller is reported to be active in the direction of the Afghan border and having 


nts across it, and is in communication with Jehand Khan and other Sarhadt 


The road from Nushki to Warnal near Nosratabad is said to be a good one, and large 
S of troops could march during & night and arrive in Seistan before any one could 
be aware of the fact. 
r. Bradford Ousely, of the Deha Dem Tea Association, artived on the 21st July 
With 30,000 Ibs. of tea, aid is very favourably impressed with the road he eae alone 

Herat—It is reported that % Russian General has. recently visited Askabad, Mery, 
Penjdch. 

A certain Mirza Gholain Hyder, who is reported to have supplied the Russian General 
with news, has heen arrested ori this account, 

A new Governor has been appointed to Kand: 

Central Asia.—It is reported that a great quantity of railway: materfal ix arriving at 
the Tayend railway station, and that a great number of Tabreez tind Meshed workmen are 
employed on a line newly started froin Tagend towards Sorakhs 4 miles of which is already 
in working order aud is expected to reach Susaklisin a mouths it follows the right bi 
of the Tayend River. 

It is also reported that another line is. also being eo 
the mountains to the south towards Chalicha, from Wi 
at Sarakhs and then on to striking distance of Karcz on t 
through Tul-i-Katun, 

Bul it is not known whether this second fine is men 
transport of stones and earth forthe ayend Tine ot no, 

tis said that fourteen Afghan families, refugees from Afghanistan, lately’ ‘arrived 
‘Tavend, their Chief being Mit Maal. Khan ‘Achikist, fom tear Randal mn oe 


well teecived, given money and land by the Auir of Bolhira, at the request of the Russian 
Gover 


tructed from Kahka, skirting 
© it would join the Tayend line 
he Persian“ fhan border passing: 


temporary one for the 


‘Signed) A 
ie Rae. (Signed) H, A, RICHARDS, 


———E—=EEEE—es 
Supplementary Monthly Report, 


__ Aspahan.—The post from the south just to hand brings ne 
side of Tspaban are at present very unsile, robber 
Prince, on being appealed to, at ouce sent out to try and eateh the robbers, but his man hid 
to seck shelter from them at Kalahend, about 2 farsakhs from Soh, 
case SY of Tapani Also i a unsatisfactory state, robberies oflouses in some 
ases with violent ig of nightly occurrence, even rodh from the person 0 
Se eee ane cosa perios from the person in broad 
shjet ears from the Baklitiart distri are satisfactory, and, notwithstanding the fuinine 
Pot prevails in Arabistan, tratic on:the nev road is well up to thit of list year. Four 
ussian travellers have arrived in Ispahan fromm the south during the last month, 


uod Dr. Reinhardt, the German Consal at Bushire, arrived, and lett a. fow day 
for Shushter, Diaful, Mahnminerah, SOS Ge 


that the ronds on cach 
ies of caravans being frequent, ‘The 


Tehran, September 1901. ia! 
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Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 7.) 


(No. 279.) 
My Lord, 


DURING an interview which I had x 


cay ie tteratarghs September 28, 1901, 
ae esterday with Count Lamsdorff, I mentioned 
he. Eselincy that before I had eft Tendon T hail heard report of oegstona fot 8 
sian Loan to Persia, and T asked if he could give 1 formati 
upon the subject. “The report to which I alluded was the telegram from Sic A, Hantinge 


Bites eh the Foreign Office on the 17th instant, and whieh was shown to me on the 


rae Lamsdorif at once replied that he had not heard of any new loan to 


[1095} 
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I suggested to him whether it would not be possible that negotiations should be 
in progress without his knowledge. 

He answered that it was impossible that any Russian Loan to Persia could be 
concluded without his eognizance, and that the information which I had heard was false. 
“Toutes ces informations sont fausses” were the exact words he used. 

T confess to having been somewhat startled at the categorie manner in which 
Count Lamsdorff denied the truth of the information contained in Sir A. Hardinge’s 
telezram, and although his frank and unbesitating manner on this occasion was calcu 
lated to inspire confidence, £ could not help recalling to. my mind our former experience 
With the late Count Mouravieff in connection with the previous Russian Loan to Persia, 
ind wondering whether Count Lamsdorif wished to emulate his predecessor's example. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE. 





No, 22, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinyes 
No, 38.) 
‘Polographies) P. Foreign Office, October 7, 1901. 

T COMMUNIGCATED to the Secretary of State for India your despatch No, 138 
of tho 21st August, relative to Mohammeral 

‘Mhe India Office point out that the effect of the proposal for making Ahwaz the 

rincipal Persian eustomehouse might he to neutralize the assurance given by the 
Persian Government to Mar. SpringeRiee, and reported by him in his telegram No. 45 
of the 27th March last, 

In the event of Ahwaz becoming the main port of the Karun, and its customs 
being pledged to Russia, on the ground that it is not a Gulf port, the exception 
seeured for Mohammerah becomes of no effect, and the consequences might be fatal to 
British interests in that quarter. 


No, 23, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 8.) 


(No. 83. Commercinl. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Gulahek, September 19, 1901. 

‘PIU discussion of the Russian amendment to the revised Russo-Persian ‘Tariff 

M, Naus and M. Goluboft has now terminated and the question of their 

ce is about to be submitted to-a meeting of Persian Ministers, at which two 

nding native merchants will be asked to attend as expert representatives of Persian 
commercial interests. 

M, Naus believes the result of the meeting will be the rejection of these Russian 
proposals nnd docs not, in private talks with me, conceal his conviction that this result 
will he to the advantage of Persia, = 

ile expressed {0 nie, before the receipt of the new Russian proposals, the opinion 
which 1 liad the honour to report by telegraph to your Lordship at the time, that the 
Persian Government had already gone ws far as it safely could in the matter of 
concession and could yield no fresh important point, 

Bosides the difficulty about the duty on Persian cotton, which I had the honour 
to report in my telegram, Commercial, of the 11th instant, and one or two differences of 
dota etwoen tho two Governments with respect fo tarification, there is a divergence 
of news on the subject both of opium and of tea, - 

As your Lordship will have learnt from my telegram of the 30th ultimo, warned 
the Graiid Vizier of the danger, at a moment when there was a good deal of discontent 
among all classes, ant lien the subservieney of the Persian Government to Russia was 
the constant theme of the disaffected, of inposing as the result of a new Russian Treaty 
ahigh duty on so widely used a commodity as tea, I also urged the expediency of 
securing a discretionary power in the matter of the export duty on opium, so that if, as 
appeared likely, the clfect of the new export duty was to injure the production of 
Persian opium to the benefit of Turkish, the Persian Government might be free to 
reduce orsuspend it, His Hizhness agreed with these suggestions and ordered M, Naus 
to insert a clause reducing the maximum duty on tea from 12 krans to 6 krans per 


batman (je. 7 Ibs), and giving the Persian Government discretionary power in the matter 
both of tea and of opium, to levy such duties up to a maximum as might from time to 
time be most convenient on both commoditi 

‘The Russians, however, absolutely declined to entertain the idea, They had always 

en in favour of a high duty on tea, not so much, in M, Naus’ opinion, with a view to 

juring Indian trade with Persia, as in order to check by @ high import duty in 
Persia itself the considerable contraband trade in that article which now goes on over 
the extensive and ill supervised Perso-Russian frontier. 

It is possible that the final rejection of the Russian amendments may be averted 
by their acceptance being made one of the conditions of the new loan which, as your 
Lordship will have learnt from my political reports the Persian Government may have 
shortly to contract from Russia, 

MM, Naus seems to think that the Russian Government, which was originally jby 
way of acceding to the revision of the Treaty of ‘Turcomanchai as a favour to Persia. is 
now very anxious that it should not fall through, M, Golubolf having realized, as the 
result of his inquiries here, that the development. of Persian industries, which is 
beginning to make progress, may injure those of the adjacent Russian territories. 

‘The effect of the high protection Tariffs.of Russia seem to have been so greatly to 
raise the price of all native manufactured goods that Russian silks for example cannot 
only not compete with Persian or Indian in the Persian market, but are even, owing to 
iDesrasea bee niger dee kardsswmtn Perpian booiay vekion austell itor lab 
them in the Caucasus and other parts of Russian Asia, 

The acceptance of the Russian amendments, especially if, as scems likely, the 
Persian commercial representatives report against them will no doubt greatly agzravate 
the unpopularity with all classes of the present Persian Government and may lead to 
local outbreaks of disorder when the new duties are first put into fore 

Thave, &o, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





No, 24, 
Indi Office to Foreign Office —(Receivedt October 10.) 


India Office, October 9, 1901, 

ft directed by Lord George Hamilton to forward, for the information and 

ation of the Marquess of Lansdowne, « copy of a ram, dated the 
2nd October, reveived from the Viceroy of Tudia, The Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs is aware of the abortive attempts made between 1877 and 1887 to induce the 
Porte to toa delimitation of the British Protectorate near Aden, ‘Tho closing 
parigraph of Sir Julian Pauncefote’s letter, dated the 19th November,* 1887, to this 
Office, shows that hopes were not abandoned of arriving some day at a sutisfactory 
colution of this diMculty. The position has improved, meanwhile, by the 
sompletion, on the British side, of a survey of tho districts, and the map male by 
Captain Wahab, R.E., in 1891, of which a copy was sent to you with this Office letter 
of the 15th July, 1803, has invariably been relied upon by the Indian authorities as 
marking the limits of the British Protectorate, ‘The recent dispute relative to Ad 
Dargja has shown not only the value of the map, but also the necessity for w 
common understanding with which is emphasized hy recent. complaints from 
the Turks regarding alleged encroachments by the Amivis. Tt has afforded an 
argument for pressing upon the Ottoman Poste & recognition of the advantages which 
both countries woul derive-froin a recognized delimitation of their common houndaries. 
The Porte is aware that Mis Majesty’s Government hve strong grounds for protest: 
in connection with recent events in’ the Haushabi country, and it cannot doubt that 
eneroachments upon the tribal villages situated on the Aden side of the frontier, drawn, 
by Captain Wahab, will be dealt with in the same way as those at Ad Dareja, At the 
same time, the Amiri border presents greater difficulties than any other part of the 
frontier, owing (o the inter-mixture of villages under Turkish and British protection, 


out, therefore, expressing any: opinion as to the details of the demarcation in this 
ter, Tam to si 


ty’ Ambasaator at Constantiaople of the Jutention eventually 10 
ition of the linits of British and Turkish inaenee. On this point sce also last 
vlespatchs No, 179 of May 22, 1900.—R. P.M, 





Appointinent of a Commissioner who should proceed along the line traced by Capiah 

Walt, in company witha British Commissioner, and submit a joint ty mae 
two Governments. Meanwhile, it may be necessary to depute a political officer from 
Aden io inspect the Amiri country, and report moro exactly the niture of the prepare 
tions whic h are being made hy the ‘Yurks. He will be directed to ¢ ontine Mion 
the part of the Amiri county which, since 1801, has I 
the British Protectorate, 1 sim to inquire whether the 
Affairs sees any objection to the deputation suggested, 


~ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE 


regarded 


ee 
Tnelosure in No, 24, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Molographie.) 
MY telegram of 4th September, 
Resilent at Aden tolegraplis, 251k Septombe 
“Amir of Dthali reports Turks are proparing to build tower in his territory a 
place whore there has been dispute hetore, and I trust Lis Majesty's Government will 
take ele to pmovent any alteraion in the stats quo pening iguin 
ch longer delayed, Letter fi aT f Yemen has bei s, 
oe i rdeayed. Letts fom Governor of Yemen las en veined 5 he 
og think that present opportunity should be taken to propose demareatio 
Protectorate on the basis of map drawn by. surve ae Te01.92 (eee Gon, 
Teter tothe Foreign OMe, 22nd Mag, 100). : 
ine commencing at western limit of Atiffi tril near ‘Dard mining along 
border of Subaihat and Hnushabi trl nail of Anis ie usenet 
the Bata ismost important «+ considered desirable nd hs 
it would probably he sufficient to dofine houndary by azrooment: it Uy 
AL would psi i it to dof I greoment as northern limit Upper 
Yall Upper lak and Wahid tne, wold propos to consult Bombay on ese 


October 2, 1901. 





No, 25, 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Receive October 10.) 


f letter of the 9th October, the Under 
Sate for India presents his compliments to the Under-Sooretury of Stato 

vign \flaies, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards, herewi 

forthe infomation ‘of the Seoretary of State, copy of a tlogram fon the View 
lated ot otober, reg ie proposed dey i f ij feasto’ th 
dated. the 9th October, mganting thes proposed deputation ot Major Davies to the 


India Office, October 10, 1901, 
_————— 
Inelosure in No. 25, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(elewraphic.) 
ALY telegram of 2nd October, 


We propose to send Davies to inquire into position in Armixi 
approve peg te el Davies to inguie int postion in Amiri country, Do you 


October 9, 1901. 
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No. 26. 


Hoardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Reccived October 10.) 


No. 60.) 
(eiegraphic P Gulatiek, October 10, 1901. 

TAY the request of Messrs, Lynch’s agent, Lam sending the following telogram 
from him for transmission through the Foreign Office, to his firm in London -— 

““Tmpossible to. carry out your instructions, the Legation's view being that, 
sccording to the terms of the Bakhtiari Road Agreement, one instalment, plus interest 
is due on 5,500/." 

‘Phe view expressed above is that which T share with Tis Majesty’s Consul at 
Ispaha cc in thinking the present moment far from opportune for us to give 
support ssis, Lynch i endeavour to collect road tolls when the Chiefs of 
Baklitiatis are opposed t 

‘An inerease of the. subyention to Lynch would appear to be the better course, 
Should he not obtain this, the S1st December is the dato be has fixed on whieh his 
‘steamers will be withdrawn from the Karin. 





No. 27. 


Sir A. Hordinye to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received October 12.) 


(No. 61) 
(felegraphic.) 2. Gulahek, October 12, 1901. 

NEED of money and the inability of the Persian Government, owing to tho 
stipulations attached to the late Joan, to borrow it outside Russia force them to accept 
any terms which the Russian Government may insist upon’ in retnrn for Rn 

stance, and, consequently, place them in the position of vassals of Mussia, 

"Yo this, four remedies Only occur to me :— 

‘That His Majesty's Government should assist Persia, using the Trnperial Bank for 
the purpose. : 

‘What His Majesty's Government grant Persia a subsidy large onough to enable the 
latter to dispense with fresh Joans from Tussin until 1010, 

That the Persian Government: i ‘on thie soourity of the 
Customs in the south and the noes; such loan to he 
guarontoed by England, or, if Russia agreed, by Englund and Russia. 

‘int Mis Majesty's Government should cuter into some friendly arrangement i 
regard to Persia with the Russian Government, 

Each of thes 


not in name. It is possible 
coutent siccessitating Russian interven sau 
the southern ones, and thereby driving the Russian Govermmen 
ie to a settloment with Eng 
‘ould earnestly: bog His 
Majesty's Gove ‘ideration (o this matter, dominating, as 
it docs, the entire situati Ef a way is not somehow found to free Persia 
from its position of exelu endence on Russia in matters financial, it app 
almost impossible to continue by diplomatic methods effectively to defend the interests 
possessed on the Persian Gulf and in Seistan by Great Britain, 

Matters may have progressed dangerously a fey mouths, or even some few 

Tearnt that, in conection with the revision of the Treaty, 

practically amounting to a Russian Protectorate, tiave been suggested 

by the Russian Government. Up to the present time the Shalt has declined to 
entertain these suggestions. 

‘My reasons for urging that, in compliance with the Grand Vizier’s request to that: 
effect, i moderate sum should be advanced through the Bank to the Persian Govern 
ment on sife security, are that the immediate pressure of Russia would thus be taken 
off, and that more tine would thus be gained for the wider question to be studied by 
His Majesty’s Government, 
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No. 28. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O’Conor. 
(No. 149.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Orlober 12, 1901, 
LELTERS from the Tndia Office will be sent to your Excellency for your obser~ 
vations, in which it is suggested that the Turkish Government should be asked to 
agroo to the appointment of a Joint Commission to examine and report on the limits of 
the tribes near Aden, Tt is proposed, meanwhile, to send a Political Officer from Aden 
to inspect the Amiri country, and report. on the action of ‘Turkey in the neighbour- 
hood. He would be instructed to confine his tour to that part of the country which 
hias heen regarded since 1801. as lying within the British Protectorate, 
Does your Excellency sce any objection to the latter proposal ? 





No, 29, 


Sir A. Haritinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 14.) 


(No. 62.) 
(elegraphic.) _P. Gulahek, October 14, 1901. 

MR, MACLEAN, who occupied the position of Master of tho Mint here, lias been 
dismissed by the Persian Government from his post without any ostensible reasons, A. 
Belgian has heen appointed to succeed him, Tam told that this has been brought 
about by Russian pressure, and that it is connected with the negotiations for the new 
Joon, the Russian Legation considering that his British nationality is an objection to 
his continuing in the employment of the Persia: 

‘A further stipulation made by Russia is that th Bank should have the 
monopoly of supplying the Mint wilh llver.| ‘he Yersian Government have been 
obliged to accept this condition also, ‘Che Imperial Bank will thereby be somewhat 
injuriously affected. 

Thave requested the Grand Vizier to give me some explanations with regan to 
Mn, Mnelean’s dismissal, 

Tndin informed, 


SN —————————————————— 


No. 30, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received October 15.) 


PE Tnder-Seoretn fate for India. presonts: his ets to the Under= 
otary of State for P ‘nud, by dive Ham 
foxyruls Horewith, for the information of the Si ry uf State copy of 8 
dusprteh to the Goverment of Tndia, dated the Tith Oetoher, 1901, and inelostn 
wanting the use Of he French lag by subjects of the Sultan of Muscat. 
Tuiin Office, October V4, WOL. 


Tnelosure in No. 80. 


Lord George Hamilton to the Gavernment of India, 
(Sveret,) 
y Lord, Inctin Office, October 11, 1901. 

AUTH reference to the letters from your Excelleney's Government of the 
Tih March, and Ist August last, regarding the use of the French flag by 
subjects of the Sultan of Muscat, F for ewith a copy of correspondenee* with 
the Foreign Office on the subject. 

2, Ti accordance with Lonl Lansdowne’s suggestion. 1 propose ta defer furthe 


consideration of the points raised in this correspondence until Tshall have received 


* See Part V, Now 19, 182, 195, out 2185 ated ante, Nos, 21, 29, 160, ant 24. 
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soply to my Secret despatch of the Gth September last, together with any observations 
your Excellency’ Government may desire to make upon the present correspondence. 
é Thaye, &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE HAMILTON. 





No. 31. 


The Marquess of Lansiowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 236.) i 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 15, 1901, 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 149 of the 12th instant, T transmit to your 
Excellency copies of letters from the India Office, as marked in the margin,* reporting 
‘an encroachment of Turkish troops on Dthali territory, and calling attention to the 
hocessity which exists for defining the limits of the tribes near Aden. 

The India Office suggest that the Turkish Goverment should be asked to agree 
to the appointment of a Joint Commission to proceed along the line traced in 1801 by 
Captain Waliab, and that meanwhile a Political Officer from Aden should. inspect the 

miri country, confining his tour to that part of the country regarded since 1801 ax 
within the British Protectorate. ‘The Viceroy has recommended the deputation 
jor Davies, First Assistant Resident at for this servie 
i to have your Excelleney’s opinion on the proposals of the India Office. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 


No, 32. 


Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Recrivad October 16.) 


(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, October 16, 1901. 
WITH reference to my immediately preceding telegram, I haye heen told by the 
Russian Minister thot he has no knowledge of the new aremgemont with regard to the 
supply of silver to the Persian Mint, Tt-is probably the work of the Manager of the 
Russian Bank, tinder onlers from ML. de Witte. 
‘The information reached me on the authority of the new head of the Mint, a 
Belgian, 


No. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Uerdinge 


: foe, October 10, 1901, 

1 HAVE reoeived your despatoh No. 140 of the 18th ultiino relative to the recent: 
visit of M, Siints; Acting Director nf th Busine Customs, to Babrein ant his pro 
coullings there. 

the action which you took tn regard to this matter, as roported in your despatel 
has my approval, N 

Tam, &e. 
ned) LANSDOWNE. 





Imperial Banks of Persia to Forvign Office. —(Received October 17.) 


Sir, . Atehwurch Lane, London, October 16, 1901. 

L HAVE the Honour to forward, for your information and the consideration of the 
cretary of State, copies of to telegrams received yesterday from the Chief Manages, 
the Imperial Bank at Tehran, and a third addressed to the Chief Manager by the 
imperial Bank to-day. 


© Now. 21 and 35, 
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Although this correspondence deals with a report not yet officially confirmed, we 
‘have instructed our Chicf Manager to take immediate action to protest before the con- 
dlusion of a transaction which would cause most serious injury to the interests of the 
Imperial Hank; which would imperil English interests, and compel us seriously to 
Comsider out position and future in Persia, On belulf of the Board of the Imperial 
Sank, I would solieit the assistance and intervention of His Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for Forcien Affairs to prevent and prohibit the grant to.a Russian Bank, supported by 
the Russian Imperial ‘Treasury, of any control of the Persian Mint or exclusive right to 
coin silver as inconsistent with our Concession and our posi 5 

‘The question of the dismissal, or rather the threatened dismissal, Maclean, 
tho Administrator of the Mint, at Russian dictation, on the ground that he is a British 
subject, affects us very seriously ; but it is not one of which the Imperial Bank can take 
Ofivial notice, It may, with the utmost confidence, be left to His Majesty's Legation 
to prevent such discour(cous treatment of a British officer who has given complete satis~ 
faction in the conduct of liis duties, and was recently appointed by the Prime Minister 
to the office which he now holds. Nor does the ground of his dismissal appear to be 
one which can be openly advanced or avowed by a friendly Power. 

T have, & 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairman, 


——————— 


‘Tnolosure 1 in No. 84. 
Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, fo Imperial Bank of Persia, Lonilon, 


(Translation) 

(Welographic.) Tehran, October 5, 1901, 3°25 Pest, 
RUSSIAN Minister obtained immediate lism sal 11, W. Maclean, being English 

subject. 


Tnelosure 2 in oh 
Imperial Bank of Persia, Teivwn, to Inperial Bank of Persia, London. 


(Translation.) a 
(Polographt Tehran, October 25, 1901, 5 

Tt W reported, and information is apparently reliable though not confirmed, Persian 
fovermnent ranted Banquo de Préts de Pesse exclusive rights mint silver or make « 
Gontenct having similar result, ‘Chis would compromise our business and make position 
very dangerotiss British Minister requests Chief Manager xewain another week pending 
answer Foreizn Office, who well informed, 


————— 
Inclosure 8 in No, 34 
Imperial Bank of Persia, London, (o Inperial Bauk of Persia, Tehran. 


‘Transhation.) 
(te legraphic.) f October 16, 1901. 

NEST strongly on behalf of Board against any control of Mint or exclusive 
right to coin by Bank de Préts de Perse as direet violation of Bank's Concession on 
pisition as State Bank. We have written Roreign Office for strong support. Remain 
fas long as necessary, 
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No. 85. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received October 17.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a letter from 
the Political Resident, Aden, dated the 8rd October, regarding Ad Dareja, 

‘A copy has been sent to the Intelligence Division, War Otfice. 


India Office, October 16, 1901. 


Tnelosure in No. 3: 
Major Davies to India Office. 


CAPTAIN PILLEAU reports, under date of the 80th ultimo, that the detachment 
Beh Bombay Light Tnfinty left Musemir en route to Aden on the above-mentioned date, 
Up to the tine of the departure of the detachment all remained quiet on the border, 
Before leaving he impressed upon the Haushabi Sultan the necessity for keeping the 
peace with th 

‘A Kalla passing through Musemir from Mavi on the 29th ultimo reported: that 
Mubamaiadsbia-Nusir Mukbil wont to Taiz on the 26th idem escorted by twenty-five 
‘Turkish soldiers wlio were sent to fetch hin, 

(Signed) J. DAVIES, Major, 
First Assistant Resident, :tden. 
October 3, 1901. 


2 Aden Resiilency, October % 1901, 
COPY forwarded, erotary, Politic! and Secret Departs 
ment, Indin Office, London, for iuformation. 

(For Political Resident, Aden), 


(Sig _ DAVIES, Major. 


A copy of this report tus tieon forwarded to the Bombay Govormnent, 





No. 26. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—( Received October 17.) 
(No. 129.) 
(elegraphie.) P. 

YOUR Lordship’s tele 0. 149. 

T see no objection, if the India Office has special reasons for sending a political 
officer at once to inspect the Amiri country, 

T delayed answering in the hope of learning the result of my representations 


sone that Mohammed Nasir should be removed from the neighbourhood of the 
frontier. 


Constantinople, October 17, 1901 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 17.) 


ie . 6) 
legraphie,) | P. 


3 Tehran, October 17, 1901. 
reference to your Lordship’s telogram No. 39 and dated the 15th instant, 
although the Persian Government may not contract 4 new foreign loun before the last 
loan is paid, they are at liberty, after giving the bondholders six months’ notice to 
redeem thelatter on the Ist January, 1910. referee to Mr. Spring: Ries despateh 
No. 29 of the 5th April, 1900, will show that the Shah caused this condition to be 
[2605) Mo 
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subsequently insorted. ‘The Persian Government have always interpreted this condition: 
‘as enabling thom to arrange with foreign capitalists for paying off the above loan in 
1910, ns well as to take steps for the conclusion of a fresh foreign loan simultonenusly 
or immediately afterwards, t 

Tiave asked the Grand Vizier for the exact text of the Avtiole. He has promised 
to let me have it, but it lias been impossible for me to procure it before the mail Teaves. 
‘As your Lordship’s Department does not seem to Peas yet in possession of the 
sonaitions commentated officiglly to the bondholders, Tam fo Hing satiitaney. of 
them, 

‘In my opinion, our policy should he mainly directed towards assisting the Persian 


Government in yaying off this debt and thus render the recovery of their complete 
political independence possible. 





‘Phe Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 10.) 
(Vologeny Foreign Office, October 17, 1901. 
ML to (lio Bakhtinyi Road Agreement 
» Navigation Company. 
inion one instalment only of 
Maveh, He mai 





No. 39. 


The Maryuess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge 
(No, 82.) 
Sir, Foreiyn Office, October 17, 1001. 
LT HAVE received your despatch No. 139 of tho 18th ultimo relative to. the 
jneastires adopted by the Russian quarantine officers stationed at ‘Cuchat-i-Maidari 
heinst caravans from India, in violation of the provisions of the Venice Sanitary, 
Convention. 

Phe action which you have taken in regard! to this matter, as reported in your 
despatch, lins iy approval, 





i October 18.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India = his compliments to the Under 


Secrotiry of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards Nerewith, for the information of thie Secretary of State, inclosures in a letter 
from the Foreign Sceretary, Simla, dated the 19th September, regarding the coalields 
at Sur. 


India Office, October 18, 1901. 
_—————— 
Tnclosure 1 in No. 40. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Keraball to Goverument of India, 


Sir, Bushire, August 10, 1901. 

WITH reference to the correspondence ending with your indotsement dated the 
9th July last, I have the honour to forward copy of the Report submitted by 
the Political Agent at Muscat, on the subject of the codl-seams in the vicinity of Sur. 
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‘The reasons given by Captain Cox for suggesting that the further operations 
connected with a more detailed investigation of the locality should be commenced xt an 
connechate, that is to say, not Tater than the 15th October, appent to be sound 
Giecvfore think it advisable to submit the Political Agent's Report at once without any 
frcther comments, except that I would recommend that it should be arranged with bis 
Excellency the. Naval Commander-in-chief that one or more ships of war should be 
Hissed at Captsin Cox’ disposal during the time that the eperaions are in progress, Tt 
Priel then be possible to dispense with the presence of two or three companies of native 
infantry in the Indian marine steamer, ns suggested by Captain Cox, ‘The advisability of 
this proposal appears to me to he somewhat doubtful, 

Thaye, &¢. 
(Signed) GC. A. KEMBALE, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


SS 
Inclosure 2 in No, 40. 


Captain Cor to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 

(Confidential) 

8 Muscat, August 1, 1901. 
IN accordance with instructions contained in Foreign Department letter dated the 

Gth July. to my address, I have the honour to report the result of further reference to 

the Sultan on the subject of the coal-s near Sur 


2, Time convenient for Second Visit. 


hness is willing tnt a second investigation should take place it any’ season 
convenient to Government, but tells me that he would like to be at hand himself at the 

and on that and other grounds of expediency, asks that the operations be either 
coinpleted before the incidence of the fasting nuonth of Ramazan, or deferred till the eon- 
Guan of it, Ramazan will fall between the 13th December and the 11th January next, 
Presuming that for a sustained geological survey and investigation a stay of six weeks or 
two months in the locality would be negessary, Tam of opinion that there are advantages 
in completing the operations bofore the Winning of Ramazan, aid that they: should, 
therefore, commence not later than the 1th Ortober. 

‘At present there are only 50 or GO tons of eoal at the French dep6t, and. so it is 
unlikely that any of their meneof-war will be up here for the tine being. It is within 
your knowledge, however, that they are negotiating with shippers for the dispatel, of a 
large quantity to Muscat, which means that later on they will be in. etter position to 

ake difficulties for us if so disposed. Another point is that the Kronch Viee-Cons 

M, Laronce, being new to Museat, and not having as yet made the acquaintance of Sur, is 
at present less able to do harm than his predecessor was. As soon as the cold wenther 
commences, however, and French ships begin ‘up, he will certainly pay the place 
‘visit and cultivate interest there, ‘The only objection I have to offer to an early start is 
‘that if as seems probable, officials and gear connected with the landing of the telegraph 
cable arrive about the beginning of October, my own presence might be needed in Muscat. 
Any inconvenience in this dircetion, howover, will be in « great measure obviated if, as L 
take for yranted will be the ease, one of Her Majesty's ships will bo specifically dotailed to 
remain in these waters during the coal prospecting operations. I could then visit Muscat 
occasionally for a few hours if necessity arose, 


3. The manner in which the Investigation can best be carried out, 


It will be remembered that on the lust occasion the Musharifeh clan, who were them 
regarded as being entirely subordinate to the Beni Abu Hassan, ignored the latter, and 
combined with all the rest of the Hinawi tribes in obstructing our progress, the Beni Abu 
Hassan remaining loyal to us throuzkout, 

During the past weck the Sheilshs of the last-named tribe have sent a communication 
to Sevyid Feisal informing him that the Muslarifeh, repentant of their conduct, have 
broken with the Hinawi and committed their interests to the Beni Abu Hassan as of old, 
and that, in order to show their Jona jites, they ask His Highness! permission to come to 
Muscat to express in person their’ readiness to render obedience to his commands in 
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future, By the same messenger the Chief, Ben Abu Hassan Shaik, seat me a civil letter 
saying that all was quiet now, and that they would be glad to see me again in their 
country whenever I felt inclined to come. Tt would, I think, be an advantaze if the visit 
of these Musharifeh Sheikhs to Museat could be arranged just before the expedition starts, 
so that if their attitude gave any grounds for doubting their sincerity, the Sultan would 
know how to proceed. gi e 
In this view, and in order to sive time for this communication to reach Gov 
T asked him to reply that he is prepared to receive the Musharifeh Elders 
protestations are sincere, nnd if they come under the wing of the Beni Abu Hassan 
Sheikhs, but that owing to the prevalence of the monsoon sea, the season is not favourable 
for theit coming just at proseut, wii! that they should postpone it until he sends them a 
further communication. 
By the light of this letter from the Beni Abu Hassan the Sultan was of opinion that 
4 second investigation comu wus be canied out without difficulty hy relying entirely on 
that tribe, T replied that, in view of the way in which the Musbarifch had snapped their 
fingers at the Beni Abu Hassan before, I thouslt it was inadvisable to be too sagguine as 
y or permanency of their preseat attitude, I continued, * Government have 
anything of th we may tike it for fed that they 
would not cave th ru tion ending tmsatisfuctorily. Supposiuix 
they. were to entert i ‘ort of native troops with Ls, what would 
be your Highness’ y As a course 2” 


He replied that, so f ccorned, he was ready to fall in with the wishes of 
Government in sny way desired, but ho paszonally thoughe ti 5 British 
to the scene would h redse the hostilit the disal 

¢ i “Dritishy occupation” of Sur and the v 
which the French Consul and French papers had promised them had actually c 
to pass, x 

In this view Tam disposed to eoncus, If any sepoy escort were taken at all, twenty 
or thirty men would, in my opinion, he of uo practical use; their presence would rather 
tend:to disturb the inhabitants aud encourage opposition. Ty he of servi 
Would have to be suflictently strong to eape with way possible opposition that 
with, and L should put the iecessiy ss than 200 men vith tive me 
guns, {do uot think that th us in open & the 
Country is u difficult one to move in, aud offers facilities for ambuscading which would, so 
doubt, be luke advantage of It may be presuine: the lauding of any tro. 
under circumstances which could by ted represented by Rrench eiissavies 
would afford material to Ayechin-Silch aul the THinasi Sheihis for preaching w 
religious “Jchad,” ond thus ‘rousing most of the Hinawi tribesmen to take urms 
against us, 

‘If there was a little more time at disposal { would ask Government to allow me in 
the first pluce to go down and pay the Neni Abu Hassan a quict visit of a month or so in 
their villages, in the hope of Wettig able vo disiem suspicion and. propare the way fh 
subsequent leisurely survey and investigation, but it is didicult fa r 
now and leave Muscat to take eare of fisell far ‘The alteritive 
which L would propose is this: th nil Reni Abu Hassan should pay their 

t to the Sultan as soon as practicable, and that we should inform the Sultan 
that we expect him to make efficient mrangements, with the elp of Beni Abu Hasso, to 
insure our being able to spent! one or two mouths in safety and at leisure in their country, 
To provide against any visk of failure by this means, I sugyest that one of the Indian 
marine steamers, with two or three companies of native infantry, stand by at Khor 
Jerama in case of emergency, and the natives be given to understand that if any difficultios 
are put in our way troops will be landed. 

‘The question of transport and Commissariat for the troops, if they were required to 
land, would have to be considered, but the distance to be travelled would, in any ease, 
probably not be more than a forced march of 20 or 30 miles from the port of deburkation, 
aud this question would not offer avy insurmountable dificulty. 


Such an esco 
ight be met 


away just 


A. The last point on which I wus directed to Report was as to the best means of workiny 
the Coal. 


_ In forming the opinion expressed in my preliminary Report on this point I did not 
anticipate that the samples of coal would prove of such Satistuctory quality as the analysis 
las shown. Since reevipt of Fereign Department letter under reply, [ have discussed s 
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the Sultan the question of direct working by Government or by private Company. His 
Highness is willing to leave the decision on this point to Government, the details to be 
inged subsequently. ; : 

aera is dificult for me to offer any opinion on the financial aspects of these alternative 
methods which would be. of any value; I can only express the view that, from a local 
Stand-point, the advantage seems to me to lie with an arrangement by which the British 
Goverument would work the seams directly. If private Company were to undertake the 
work, the Sultan would have to guarantee adequate protection to the enterprise, and it is 
ot itnprobable that the British authorities would be troubled « good deal with disputes 
between the Company and the Sultan and his subjects, If we are to be burdened with any 
ibility of this nature, it would seem profitable to bear it for ourselves, and save the 

ion of the middleman, A é 
Tn either case the bearing of Article IV of our Treaty of 1891 with Museat will have 

en into account, by which— , 
His Highness the Sultan of Muscat binds himself not to allow or to recognize the 
ment of any kind of monopoly, or exclusive privilege of trade, within his 

ions, to any Government; Association, or indi ‘ 

Tdo not see anything in the Sultan’s engagements with France on which they could 
claim that this clause could be enforced as ayainst ourselves, but it will be remembered 

the doctrine of equal rights in Muscat is one on which French officials have frequently 
taken their stand of late, ‘ 

5. The question of the transport of the coal to the coast, to which Dr. yon Kraft. 
invites attention in his Report, does not, I think, present any serious difficulty, It. might 
be got over by the laying of a light tramway from Sur, or Khor Jerama, according as @ 
survey of the ground may prove convenient, ‘ 

‘As there is not much time to spare, I request the favour of your making your 
comment to Government at an carly date, 

T have, & 
(Signed) P. %, COX, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 40. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Simla, September 12, 1901. 

TAM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 10th August last, 
regarding the coal-seams in the vicinity of Sur, i" . 

2. The Government of India have received with, satisfaction the report that His 
Highness the Sultan is willing to allow a thorough investigation to be made of the 
locality in question, It has been arranged that Dr. von Kraflt, of the Geological Survey 
of India, shall uzain proceed to Sur in the first or second week in October 1901 fur 
further ‘examination of the ree He will be accompanied on this oesasion by native 
niners and a native surveyor, and his Excellency the Naval Commander-in-chief is being 
requested to place a man-of-warat the disposal of the Political Agent, which will conve 
the party to Sur and remain in the neighbourhood until the exploration is complet 
If conveniently possible, a second man-of-war will be stationed in the locality while th 
party are on land. of Pe 

3, The best method of extracting the coal will be considered, if nevessary, after 
Dr. von Kraift’s report has heen received. Should the result of the exploration be satis- 

the most convenient plan might be for the Sultan to work the coal on his own 

accoultt with the assistance of a Manager, whose services might be lent to. him by the 
Government of India, who would also, if necesssary, be prepared to assist His Highness 
by the loan of any requisite capital to enable him to start operations. You will doubtless 
consult Captain Cox upon this suggestion, as to which the Government. of India will be 
#lad to learn your opinion in due course. 


(Confidential.) 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) J, B, WOOD, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of India, 








46 


No. 41. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received October 18.) 


IN continuation of this Office letter of the 16th August last, the Under-Secretary 
of State for India presents bis compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affair, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards here'vith, for. the informa- 
tion of the Seerotary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter from the Foreign Secretary, 
Simla, dated the 26th September, regarding the proceedings of M. Zaroudny on the 
Perso-Baluch frontier. 


India Office, October 18, 1901. 


—— 


Inclosure 1 in No, 41. 


Colonel Yate to Government of India, 
Confidential.) 
Sir, cone Camp Ziarat, September 17, 1901. 
IN continuation. of this Office letter, dated the 24th June last, I have the honour 

to forward herewith, for the information of the Government of India, an extract: from 
the diary of Captain B. C. Webb Wate, 18,0, Political Assistant, Chagai, for the week 
ending the 24th August last, regarding the proceedings of M. Zaroudny at Sarbad. 

Thave, &e, 

(Signed) GHAS. E, YATE, Colonel, 
“Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 41, 


Extract from the Diary of Captain F. C. Webb Ware, [.8.C., Political Agent, Chagai, 


for the Week ending August 24, 1901, 


IN mny diary for tho week ending the 8th June last, T stated that I had received a 
report from the Thanadar, Snindak, £0 the elfect that M, Zaroudny before leaving Lads 
fave presonts of rifles to (a) Mir Jhiand Khan; (b) Khan Muhammed; (¢) Mir 
Mubammay, (2) Alla Rasa? and that {had called on the Thanadar to supply » further 
and detailed report regarding these arms. {have now received the report I called for, 
from which itappearsthat far from having given aay four rifles, as the Thanadar originally 


reported, M. Zarouduy only gave away two rifles and a re .» one rile to Khan 
Mabanmad, Yarmubammadzi, Domani, and a rifle and a revolver to Mir Jhiand Khan, 
and that he afterwards thought better of the matter and recovered possession of the 
fille and revolver he had given Mir Jhiand, ‘The Thanadar has been instructed to 
‘exercise more caution when submitting his reports. 





No, 42. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 18.) 


IN continuation of this Office letter of the 4th instant, the Under-Seeretary of State 
for ludia presents his compliments to, the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
and, by diteetion of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith for the information of the 
Secretary of State, inclosures in 0 letter ffom the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 
26th September, rezarding the proposed introduction of Persiau Customs at Mohainmerah. 


India Office, October 18, 1901. 


ee 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 42. 


Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) 
Sir, Bushire, September 6, 1901. 

IN continuance of my letter No. 153, dated the 22nd ultimo, on the subject of the 
Mohammerah Customs, I have the honour to forward, for the information of the Govern- 
ment of India, copies of the inclosed correspondence. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


ee 
Tnelosure 2 in No. 42. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, July 28, 1901. 
[See Inclosure 3 to Sir A, Hardinge’s No. 118.] 


ESS _——3 
Inclosure 3 in No. 42. 
Vice-Consul McDonall to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(Confidential) Mohommerah, August 22, 1901, 

T SAW the Sheikh yesterday, who had heard nothing further from Salar-ed-Dowleh, 

T suggested the advisability of his, making definite proposals, He said he made 

Jn proposals to M. Simais, which might be a base of discussion, bat had reccived no 

| only Abdul Hamid, the Secretary, when here with M, Dambrain, told him thnt 
‘Tehitan had objected to some of them, 1 said I understood some of the proposals were 
considered inconsistent with the Shat’s rights, He said he was notaware of having made 
fing proposal which was in. any way derogatory to the, Persian Government or inconsistent 
withthe Shah's rights, and would be much obliged if we could let him know what pro- 
joaals had been consteued as such. Had M, Dambrain been authorized to hold a meeting 
here and discuss the proposals be would have been lad to try and come to some arrange 
ment to modify then; bot, at such a distance as Burujied, itis dificult to discuss, | Haji 

‘Tojar is now on his way there with presents for the Prince, and he hopes will be able 
to persuade the Prince to delay matters till Nowruz, so that he may see Sir A. Hardinge 
belore definitely settling matters, Simais" proposal was to allow the Sheikh « deduetio 
of tribute of the nominal value of the customs, 15,000 tomans, aud a personal sulary of 
12,000 tomans per annum (this money would probably be all deducted from the tribute 
payable to the Governor.General so would be difficult to guarantes), ‘The Sheikh does 
hot think there would be much difficulty in arranging the money part of the business 

T understand the great fear he and all the Arabs have is that the Persian Government 
should attempt to alienate their lands. ‘They, Muhaysim and Chab, have occupied the 
Country for 200 years and have reclaimed, ireigated and planted it, Of late years they 
have seen places belonging to other tribes sold by Government, ¢g., Ram Hurmuz, and 
fare afraid that the customs question is only a preliminary to taking their lands from them, 
If some definite guarantee were given on this point most othor questions could be settled 
the Sheikli says, but customs at Mohanimerah itself would be a difficulty. 

V suggested informing the Minister what his. proposals were. "He suid that probably 
the Minister knew what the proposals made to Simais were, and if we would usk him to let 
vs know what special proposals were objected to by the Persian Government that would be 
sullicient for the present. 

T gather that what he wants is,a guarantee against alienation of tribal lands, @ 
eduction on account of customs and a silary, no customs at Motiammerah itselt, no 
Guties on the tribes’ dates (the tribe being partly on Turkish soil have dates on both sid 
but dates exported by foreigners would pay), himself to be head of the customs. 
return he would undertake to put the customs in force at Ahwaz and everywhere 
whether only in the Arab districts or all over the province, 

__ He has received no letter from the Shah ot Grand Vizier. As to the “ Persepolis 
interfering with navigation of the Shatel-Atab, st would raise internationsl questions. 
ue Turks, I believe, claim under ‘Treaty of Erzeroum Article 11, that Persia hus only a 
right of way to Mohammerah and would resent any action taken by Persepolis.” Again 
it would be vuworkable, vessels could pass the ‘ Persepolis” on the Turkish side of the 





48 


river, or go up the Bahmashir, If the “Persepolis” anchored in the mouth of the 
Karun, cargo could be landed at villeges lower down and brought by land. So their 
cordon would only prevent steamers discharging at Mohammerah. When the import of 
rifles was stopped here they were landed at Mashur and taken to Abwaz, Hawizeh, &c. 

It should not be forgotten in this connection that by order of the Persi 
Government goods imported on through manifest for Karun ports pay duty at port of 
destination, Ahwaz or Shushter, and go through Mobemmerah in bond, this is the same 
arrangement as the Turks have on the Tigris 


Inclosure 4 in No, 42. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No, 80.) 

saraphic.) Bushire, August 80, 1901, 

YOUR Excellency’s telegrams Nos. 50 and 52, Mobammerah. 

Sheikh's Agent is now on his way with presents for Prince, and Sheikh hopes he will 
be able to persuade Prince to delay matters. He has received no letters from Shah or 
Grand Vizier, He says that he is not aware of having made proposals inconsistent with 
Shali’s sovercign rights, and would like to know what proposals have been so construed. 
‘As to guarantee of payment to Sheikh by us money would probably be deducted from 
tribute payable to Governor-General and so would be difficult to guarantee, 

Sheikh thinks there will be no difficulty in arranging money part of question, but 
what he and Arabs chietly fear is that Persian Government will attempt to alienate their 
lands, It is on this point that he wants guarantee, Vice-Consul gathers that Sheikh 


‘wants guarantee against alienation tribal lands, deduction on account of customs and a 

salary, Ho customs in Mohammerah itself, no duties on tribes dates, and himself to be 

head of customs. In return he would undertake to put customs in force at Ahwaz and 
1 om sending Vice-Consul’s letter by post. 


elsewhere, 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 42. 


Sir A. Hardinge to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 
(No. 58,), 
(Welographic.) 
YOUR telegram No. 74, Mohammerah Customs. Pei 
to grant 


Tehran, August 31, 1901. 
a Government has decided 
kh respite on understanding it is not to exceed five months. 





No. 43, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Seoret.) 

Sin, Foreign Office, October 18, 1901, 

I LAID before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letters of the 9th and 10th instant, 
relative to a proposal of the Viceroy of India that steps should be taken for the demarca 
tion by an Anjglo-Turkish Commission of the boundary of the tribes near Aden which are 
independent of the Turkish Government, and that in ‘the meantime an officer should be 
sent to inspect the Amiri country. 

Tam dircoted by Lord Lansdowne to inform you that he has transmitted copies of 
your letters to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople for his observations, 

His Lordship has also communicated their substance to his Excellency in a telegram, 
of which a copy is transmitted herewith,* and has now received a telegram from Si 
N O'Conor, of which a copy is also inclosed,t in regard to the proposal to send an otficer 
to the Amiri country, 

In view of the opinion expresssd by Sir N. O'Conor, Lord Lansdi 
‘objection tothe deputation of an officer to that country under the conditions stated in 
your letter of the 9th instant, 

Tam, Se. 


(Signed) I, SANDERSON. 


1 No 36. 
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No. 44. 
India Offee to Foreign Office —Received October 19.) 


India Offer, October 18, 1001, 
i i yout will drave the 

AME directed by Lord George Hamilton to request. that you wil 
: ieee ihe Marquess of Lansdowne to the passages in the journals and other 
attention of lated in the margin,* relative to the character of the quarantine measures 
Hocuments “TurbaticHaidatt aud in Scistan by the Persian Goverment, ‘These 
pote at a erorted throuzh the officers of the Government of India, appear to be 
pacts ted to prevent the transmission of disease, but they are undoubtedly, and 
Jitte ealeulated to Prete. an obstruction to the trade between India and Persia by the 

cistan route. tage 
iki-Seistan Troumatances Tam to suggest, for Lord Lansdowne’s consideration, 
iictlae a wemonstranee on the subject might not be addressed to the Persian Govern 
actiteral reference, being made to the eases reported in Major Bonn’ Diaries for 
4-10 and 11-20 August, 1901. 


Bir, 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 


Précia of Papers referred to in preceding Letter. 


TN April 1001 the Persian Ministor for Foreign Affairs telegenphed to the 
Karquzar fi Scistan that the Persian Quarantine doctor in Seistan hnd reported that 
thet was no. cholera in Afghanistan, which statement was supported by the i ish, 
Toaaton ‘the Russian Government, on the other hand, stated that the disse 
WegnMIl prevalent and insisted on the continuance of quarantine on the Afghan 
nine Karguzar was accordingly directed to hold inquiries in the presence of the 
Bits and Russian Consuls, and if itavas shown that eliolem fad disappeared from 
Mrulsunistan, the fact should be impressed on tho Russian Consul; in the contrary 
ease the Karguzar was fais ithe fact so that orders for the continuance of 

ine might be issued. 
seat tay: it vas reported that the Persian Government had telegraphed to the 
Govemorteneral of Klorassan that plague was on the increase in India, and that 
quarantine should continue on the Afghan frontier. ae ies 
he Teusians were pressing the Porsian authorities to malntin ie quarantine in 

ain and Seistan tuntil the end of the summer, y 
ain ar to Mabonmedan gentlemen from India (Nawabs of Patna), with a 
ine of 200 persons, were proceeding by the Seistan route on a pilgrimage to 

Gno or two deaths occurred among the party, and on the strength of this 

raisted. in Seistan, and pressed the Persians to 
‘The Governor-General of Khorasan ordered 
ain Duke, the Khorassan 


folll 


of corpses by the Nushki route was probil 


+ Tranu-Prentiec Journals for— 

ot page forwarded to Foreigr Office 

nd ™ 

ard = 
foe 2 Fy page manied 
Heth a e are oie 
Inclosuresreteived with Seortary's letter (No. 

forwarded to Foreign Office ea as 

Letter trom Troperial Hank of Persia to Foreign Ofice 
Letter trom Foreign Oice to Imperial Dank of Persia 
[1699] 


September 20, 
eptember 20, 
September 26, 


Frontier Journal, 
pal 1901, 


Fromter Journal 
May 10 


Feontier Journal 
July 1901, 








Frontier Jourusl, 
Anigust 1901, 


Sristan Diars, 
August 1=10,, 


Seistan Diary, 
August 1-20, 


al Hank of 
Septeniber 
901 


“To Tioperial Bank. 
sf Persia, Septem: 
ber 25, 1801, 
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Tn August the result of Captain Duke’s mission was reported to bave bem 
successful. ‘The attempt of the Russians to stop the Meshed pilgrims had failed, ax 
the party were permitted to proceed after inspection. Prior to Captain Duke's arrive) 
at Turbat, travellers from India were detained for ten days. Along the whole rou, 
from Meshed to Seistan the Russians had placed quarantine posts, which were paid f 
by the Persian Government, but were under the orders of Russian doctors and Russiag 
Cossack officers. | ‘The posts were styled “posts of observation.” only, but in. the 
absence of a British officer they heeame posts of detention, and pilgrims and travellen 
Were subjected to great inconvenience, 

‘Whe passages in the Seistan 
substance as follows :— 

In the Diary, Augw 


's, to which special attention is called, are ix 


1-10, Major Bena reported that an Afghan caravan had 
arrived at Nasratabad, and that the Quarantine doctor had seized the camelmen ani 
fumigated them with sulphur fo such an extent that they were nearly asphyxiated 
Major I * informed of this by the Customs officer, and sent 
assistant to treat them, ‘he Russian Quarantine doctor was addicted to opium, and 
worthless from a professional point of view, and Captain Benn thought him amen 
figurehead, sent to act as a menace to the trade route, to furnish bad reports about the 
Hashmat-ul-Mulk, and to squeeze money out of earavans, 

Tle was discredited on all sides, ove 
medical treatment from him, 
heen 


medics) 


pointing out that Mr, Ouseles 
authorities at Nasratabad, aud drawing attention to 


on. 

On the 20th August Major Henn Tappening to ride past the Customs godown at 
Nasratabad, saw the Quarantine doctor driving a crowd of camelmen out of the 
Customs compound towards his own house in the village, Major Benn ascertained 
from the men that. they: had ‘come from Quettah, and the doctor, who was extremely 
hervous, immediately told the men that they might go. ‘The men stated that 
doctor ad ordered them to be fumigated; that he had demsnded money from t 
‘and Lad even refused permission for a few of them to remain to look after the lous, 
which were consequently lying unprotected, 'The only explanation. offered 
octon was, that, he was taking the men to kis house with the intention of * making 
thom his guests,” and he naively added, that he dld not know that Major Benn had 
retumned from a recent tour, 

Major Benn thought that this method of extortion would continue until the 
quarantine “observation” posts wore removed, unless some British Representative 
Were present to protect our interests at such places as Birjand and ‘Turbat. 

Th win was the first to come to Nasratabad since the a 
Quarantine doctor, 

Major Benn tad heatd that the doctor had consulted the Russian Vice-Consul, 
M. Milley; as to what he should do, and that M. Miller bad advised him to furnigate 
the camelmen and give them as much trouble as possible. ‘The doctor subsea ucutly 
became alarmed, and told Miyjor Benn’s clerk he wished to come aud apologize, 

‘The last document to which the India Oifice call attention iy a letter from the 
Tmperial Bank of Persia of the 20th September, referring to. the incident of the 
detention of the Patna Nawabs, mentioned above. ‘The Bank observes that the 
success of the Nushki route is a matter of warm interest to all connected with 
commeree in Persia, and that it would seem desirable to susgest the removal of the 
Russian quarantino station from ‘Purbat to their own frontier, if the new route is to 
prosper, 

Turbat is more thin 100 miles within the Persian frontier, and is a town at 
which most of the southern and eastern routes to Meshed converge. ‘The letter from 
the Bank concludes as follows: “'the trate jealousy of Russia has not been above 


enlisting th as an ally to stop British trade on a route with which they have 
m0 Coil 


al of the 


nformed, in reply, that His Majesty's Government was fully 
portance of the Nusliki route. and that this letter would. be at once comunui 
cated to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 


_—— ee 


51 
No. 45. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received October 19.) 


(isle Tehran, October 19, 1901. 
CP eed that the Russian Bank here have just received a consignment of 
cen mili silver roubles; it was beought on eumele, eseorted by a guard of Cossacks, 

On cho 1th instant Twas asked by the Ata Bog for an answer to ie request for 
300,000, and replied that, in view of the terms of the eontract fr tho last Russian 
Loan, there were very great difficulties in the way of arranging this advance, I ad , 
however, that T hoped your Lordship would, before long, commmnieute with me on the 
HDT han Government atormed ef stora 





No. 46, 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 19, 1901, 


inclosi 
to th 


Pes ; 
On reference to your Goncesion it appents that by Atticle 8 the. Government 
of the Shah has bound itself not to issue any kind of paper money during the term 
or is Gone «the creation of any other bank or other insti 
tution, possessing 
No similar reserva 
of silver coinage, and, in the 
inquire on what specitie provi 
yor request for the 


cover, appears to be made with regard to the minting 
T am directed by Lord Lansdowne to 
¢ Concession you ple relia ws supporting 
vention of His Majesty's Governuent on your behalf, 
Tam, &e, , 
(Signe) FRANCIS BERDTE, 





No. 47. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—( Received October 21.) 


ne me Tehran, October 21, 1901. 
Honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram numbered 40, 
V7th instant, cae Sa : 
His Majesty's Consul-General at Tspahan shares the view which I hold, that ouly 
an instalment due in last March would seem to be suggested by the literal sense of 
the Agroement, 
T add, for your Lonship's confidential information, that Mr. Precee depreeates the 
idea of dispute with the Bukbtian Chiefs, at a moment which might 
tically inopportune, by supporting a construction of the Lynch Agreement open 
fo much doubt, fe thinks tat Lynch's object is to.eudeavour to fores our hauls in 
the subsidy question. ‘This he gathered from intimations made by Lynch's agent. 
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No. 48, 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Reccived October 22.) 


(No. 67.) 
(Relegraphic) P Tehran, October 22, 1901. 
HEAR that within a few days a Persian officer in command of a small force 
of Persinn Cossacks will leave for Seistan for the purpose of supporting the Customs 
Authorities as well as of doing police duty. 
Tndian Government and Meshed Consulate informed of above. 


No, 49. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October 23,) 


‘DHE Under-Sceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Vicoroy, dated the 21st October, regarding the dispatch of Major Davies to the 
Amiri country, 

India Office, October 23, 1901. 


Tnclosure in No. 49. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Welographie.) India Office, October 21, 1901. 
YOUR telegram of the 9th, 
T approve your sonding Davies to Amiri country as proposed, provided he does 
not go beyond frontier. 


No, 50. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(MReceived October 23.) 

Sin, 5, Abchurch Lane, London, October 

T ITAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 19th instant, and in reply 
tothe inquiry of tho Secretary of State as to the special provisions of the Concession 
on which reliance is placed ‘as supporting the request for the intervention of His 
Majesty's Government, E would beg, on behalf of the Board of the Imperial Bank, to 
submit that your reading of tho terms of the Concession is entirely correct, and that the 
letter of the Chairman was careful to dono morethan point out that the assignment to 
the Banque de Préts of any control of the Persian Mint or exclusive right to coin silver 
was inconsistent with the position of the Imperial Bank of Versia as a State Bank, 
guaranteed uncer the first Article of the Concession, ‘The Bound of the Imperial Bank 
has never claimed these rights for itself, although they might with advantage and 
propriety have been granted by His Imperial Majesty toa financial institution holding 
the place and style of the State Bank; but toassign them to arival banking institution, 
under the control of and supported by the funds of the Russian Government, would 
he a delegation of powers which ein only be held intependently by the Persian 
Government or by the State Bank on its behalf. It would confer upon the Russian 
Bank privileges which, consistently with Article 1 of the Concess on, ean only be 
ranted to the Imperial Bank, this alone is the ground, so far as the Concession 
is concerned, on which we have ventured to solicit the intervention of the Secretary of 
State. 

. Nor have we reason to believe that the continued prosperity and legitimate 
influence of the Imperial Bank of Persia is not au object of solicitude to His Majesty's 
Government, seeing that we have so often and so promptly received the most generous 
and kindly consideration from the Secretary of State, Should the control of the Mint 
and the exclusive right to coin silver be grinted to the Russian Bank the effect on the 
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Imperial Bank would be serious, and might be disastrous, and it would compel. the 
Directors to seriously consider their position in Persia, which at the presont time is in 
fa thoroughily sound financial condition, 

8. It is the intention of the Board to at once summon their Chict Manager to 
London, to confer on matters, such as the above, connected with the working of the 
Tmperial Bank, and to explain a situation which is rendered obscure by the various 
rumours which reach us by telegraph, and which cannot be accepted without reserve, 
Our relations with the Russian institntions in Per ce our 


step. ves against action 
Persian Government, which would destroy our position as a Stato Bank, aud 
‘compel our withdrawal from Persia, and we would thus solieit the good 

y of State to strengthen the protests of our Chief Manager agaist a policy 

ould be so injurious to us, There is no advantage in protesting azainst a fait 

;, but a timely protest by Mis Majesty's Government against an intended 

ure will not be without the desired offect. 
Thay 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIFPLN, Chairman, 





No. 51. 
Anthopaulo Pasha to the Marquess of Lunsdowne,—( Received October 24.) 


L'AMBASSADEUR de Turquie présente ses compliments a sa Soignourio te 
ct a honneur de er quill a dé chargé p 

a coniiaissance que Te Gouyernour-Général du Viliyot dt, 

A Ia Sublime Porto que le Cheikh do Daal chevehe, dans Te but 

de provoquer tune expédition Anglaise, 2 faire eroire au Résident WAden, que les 

troupes Inpiriales auraient x dre Voveuper le Canton de Daali, L/Ambassadour 

i s susie que comme Jes troupes Impériales Ottomancs ont 

situation des uit suivant dus Tes limites de 

es ne sont nullement char ion queleonquo contre 


nthopoulo Pacha a en onire regu pour iustruetions de demander f sa Seigneurio 
iser aus mesures nécessaires pour que le Résident dAden soit invité A ne poi 
rendre on cousidération los cominunieations’ qui lui semient a got egant par le 


Cheikh de Dali. 
Londres, le 28 Octobre, 1901. 





Admiralty {0 Foreign Office —(Received October 24.) 


Admiralty, October 24 1901. 
my Lonts Commissioners of the Admiralty to. transmit 
of the Marquess of lowne, copy of a lett 

the Commanding Officer of Iis Majesty's ship “Sphinx,” reporting the reception of 
two fugitive slayes on board that ship whilst lying off Dalma Island, Persian Gulf, 
Tum, ke. 
(Signed) AVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnclosure in No, 62. 
Commander Phillipps to Rear-Admiral Bosanquet. 


Sir, “ Sphing,” at Muscat, September 14, 1901, 
IN compliance with Article 146, cla tion Order Book, I haye the honour 
to report that, on the 5th instant, Trecciy ive slaves on board His Majesty's 
ship under my command, whilst lying off Dalna Island, Persian Gulf. 
2. The fiz s, boys named Fray-bin-Mosa and Ulaydi-bin-Almas, aged about 
[1695 P 
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en and fourteen years respectively, both natives of Soahel, alleged that they were 
stolen from their homes about three years ago by natives of Sur, whither they were 
conveyed and sold, some twelve months since, to one Mahmoud, of Sharjah, being 
afterwards sent by this man’s friends to Dalma Island to assist his divers. As they 
preferred charges of cruelty against their masters, having been hard worked, with 
seareely any food or clothing, and had run away to claim British protection, I received 
ther on board. 

3, They were conveyeil to Muscat, and handed over to Captain P. L. Cox, His 
Majesty’s Consul, who has manumitted’ them preparatory to their being sent to Zan- 
aibar at first opportunity. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HL. A. PHILLIPPS. 





No. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Harddinge. 


(No. 41) 
(Telegraphic,) 2. Foreign Office, Octobrr 24, 1901. 
T HAVE received your telegram No. 66 of the 21st instant relative to the 
Road Agreement, 
appears to be some doubt as to the strict interprotation of the terms of the 


Agreoment, You may, however, aet upon your contention, which appears to us to be 
reasounble, 





No. 54. 
Foreign Office ta India Opie. 


Foreign Office, October 2 
tho Marquess of Lansdowne to fransmit to you 
ul from the mussudor,* stating tat, a 
nent by the Vali of Yemen, the Sheikh of Dhali is 
vouriug to make the Resident at Aden believe th 
the oecupation of Dhali hy ‘Purkish troops, 
Anthopouto Pasha is instructed to request that t 
warned not to beliove any statements to that effect that may be 
Sheikh, 
Tam to inquiry what roply the Seerotary of State for India would wish to be sent 
to Anthopoulo Yasha’s eon ition, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘1 H. SANDERSON. 





Sir N. O'Conor fo the Marquess uf Lansdowne, —(Reecived October 26,) 


(No, 198) 
(Welegraphic,) P. 

YEMEN-ADEN frontier: Your Lordshi 

‘Mhe Sultan desires the appointment of a Joint Commission to delimit the houndan 
Dotwoon the Yemen and Aden ttibes, and requests, that your. Lonishi 
informed of his proposal. 

is suggestion is that one or more British officers should be selected ton 
mrs, and that they should together erect beacons to inark the frontier, 

hopes thus to avoid the occurence of disputes in the future. 





No. 53", 


Foreign Office to Mr. G. Mackensie, 


Tam, &e 
(Signed) 


PRANCIS BERTIE, 





(1699) 
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No. 56. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 28.) 


(No. 368.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, October 19, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Consul at Bussorah, reporting the unsatisfactory result of representations to the Vali 
regarding acts of piracy committed upon the Bahreinese, which he had made before 
receiving the instructions contained in my despatch to him of the 13th August last, 
copy of which was forwarded to your Lordship (No. 302) of the 14th August. 

On receipt of these instructions, Mr. Wratislaw inquired of me by telegraph 
whether, in view of the intractable attitude of the Vali, he should renew his 
representations, and I have now requested him to do so on the arrival at Bussorah of 
Noury Bey, the new Vali appointed to succeed Mohsin Pasha, and to report the 
result to me. 


Thave, &. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 56, 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O’ Conor. 
(No, 48.) 
Sir, Bussorah, September 7, 1901. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 40 of the 29th July last, I have the honour 
to report that, on my attempting, while calling on the Vali this week, to talk with 
his Excellency concerning certain piracies committed last summer on Bahrein vessels 
by Arabs from the Turkish coast, he cut me short at once and informed me curtly 
that he would hold no official or unofficial communication with me relative to Babrein 
complaints, which were, he stated, the exclusive business of the ‘Turkish Government, 
and no one else had the right to interfere. 

Under these circumstances, it seems useless as well as undignified for me to 
continue to make local representations on behalf of natives of Bahrein unless the Vali 
is instructed to recognize my right to do ‘At present, le is ordered to consider 
Bahrein as a dependency of the Ottoman Empire. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. C, WRATISLAW. 








Tewfik Pasha to Anthopoulo Pasha.—(Communicated by Anthopoulo Pasha, October 28.) 


(Pélégraphique.) Constantinople, le 25 Octobre, 1901. 
D'APRAS les informations qui nous parviennent du Yémen les autorités d’Aden 
auraient remis au Cheikh de Dhali trois drapeaux Anglais destinés a étre arborés dans 
deux villages sis sur 1a colline de Chafi, dépendant du dit vilayet, ct les habitants de 
Djelila auraient apporté ct consigné au corps de garde de cette localité un drapeau 
Anglais récemment hissé sur un point proche du dit corps de garde. 
nt produits il y a peu de temps encore, 
intentions du 
pour la ‘Turquie est tradition~ 
nelle, Hn effet, nous sommes persuad. tre Puissance se livrait 4 des 
s de nature i porter atteinte i 1’ é TE re, Angleterre non seulement 
ne les accepterait point, mai ai éme an besoin. En tout cas 
de pareils actes pouvant constituer des pr 
» admis en aucune maniére, 
arter tout sujet de contestatic s Vavenir et d’empécher des 
lents sur la frontiére, le Gouverneme: in ue le 





ajor seront 5 ne doutons pas 
ent do Sa M ntien de Vonire 
et de Ja tranquillité dans ci re de vo’ 


Votre Excellence surn vite une démarcl €e sens 
res, ct déployer tous ses efforts pour 
miauniquer sans perte de temps, 





No, 58, 


Sir A. Hardinge ta the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received October 25.) 
(No. 68.) e : x 
(Welographic.) Tehran, October 28, 1901, 
T HAVE heen told on thy ily of M. Naus that the Russian and Por 
re now practically agrved ou the Commercial ‘Treaty. question, 

iil obstacle to the proposed new Russian loan has thus been removed. Ehave 
also een assured from a confiden hat the loan, amounting to one million 
and a-half, hus just been conel 1 fear, likely, for, although [have kept 
the matter opon for the last six w: 1 the Grand Vizier has intimated to me 
clearly that it was not possible for him to wait longer for the answer to the request 
for assistan i he hiad made to x 

Should this he the case, it may perhaps still be possible to. prevent these arrange. 
ments being ratified if we make a vigorous pronouncement, but I should at on 
eccive your Lordship’s orders to ask an tuidicuce of the Shah in order to i 
being placed as a Power atecins Ue independence of Persia—in poss 

till conditions of the loan aud ! to reserve our right if cither of these contain 

sions contsnay: to our iuterests to «bjbet to them, and to formulate in very plain 
termy the policy aid ith regan to Persia held by. His Majesty’s Goverment, 

We appear (0 bo iva very bad position, but, even admitting that-we are too. la 
no harm can result from a warning personally given to the Shak. Tt would seeg 
wort while fo try it, for convessitions with the G are of no 

Th is possible that the infowuation given me is incorrect, or even that tle 
Virier himself may have inspived it so as to frighten us and to make 

must rot he unprepared tor the possibility of the news proving to be true. 


In conversation with me, Mf. Nous denied its truth, but’ his denial sounded 
somewhat feeble. 


Tndinn Government byfermed of fox 





‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. C, Hardinge. 
(No. 178.) 
(telegraphic) P. Forcign Office, October 28, 1901, 

IIS Majesty’s Goverament have learnt upon good authority that. the Persian 
Government, who are in urgent need of finaucial asssistance, are endeayouring to obtain 
a further loan from Russi 

__In the opinio is Majesty riment, it is proferable that they should 
disouss the situation truikly with ‘the Russian Government, rather than that the two 

es should idopendent negotiations with Persia who, doubtless, would 
Play off one against the other. 

lis Majesty's Government consider that the sitnation in Persin is governed by 
the Auglo-Hussian understanding of 1834, which was subsequently in 1888 realli met 
and ¢uphasized, By this understanding hoth Powers are hound fo maintain not only. 
the integrity but the independence of Persia, Any arrangement under which Persiy 
Would pass tinder the financial tutelage of either Power would be incompatible with 
‘the maintonmice of such independence, 

In 1888 M, de Giers expressed the view that there should’ be no antagonism 
between British and Russian commercial interests in Porsia, His Majesty's Gov 
ment adhere to that view. ‘They lave always recognized the preponderating interest 
of Russia in Northern Persia, while in Southern Persia on the other hand, more 
especially in the Gulf ports and also in Seistan, Great Britain has interests which she 
cannot allow (0 Ve ignored, 

Frequest that you wil! speak to Count Lamsdorif in the above sense. 
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‘You should add that His Majesty's Government are ready to discuss in the most 
friendly spirit with the Russian Government the possibility of concerting somearrango- 
ment by which both Powers might make a simultaneous advance to Persia, ‘Tho two 
Governments might accept as their respective security for the advance Persi 
revenues derived from sources falling within the two spheres already indicat 





No. 60, 
The Maryuess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 


P. Foreign Office, October 28, 1901. 

N my immediately preceding telegram L ed to you my telogram to Hiy 
Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at St, Pe him to disenss with 
Count Lamsilorif the question of financial assistance to Persi 

Until His Majesty's Government receive information from Mx, Hardinge as to 
the manner in which this overture has been received, you should refrain from men- 

n Government except in the event of distorted versions of the 
vated to them by the Tus minent, In this ease you 
a 1 fo such reports, 





No. 61. 
Mr. G. Mackenzie to Fureign Office —(Received October 99.) 


28, Great Winchester Street, London, 
October 28, 1901, 

IN reply to your inquiry of 25th, I have the honour to state, for the information of 

the Marquess of Lansdowne, that, after my interview with Sir T, Sanderson on the subject 
the Shuster-Kern road, I at once put myself in communication with Sir Thomas 
Gordon, as representing the Imperial Bank of Pers 

On that gentleman's retum. to town, after the autumn holidays, I had several 
interviews with him, explaining the lines on which 1 considered w scheme could best be 
carried through to mect the views expressed to me by Sit ‘Thomas Sanderson, After 
consultation, 1 understand, with his co-Dircetors, Sir ‘Thomas Gordon gave ine a 
Memorandum which T submitted to Sir Edwyn Dawes as representing the Euplirates 

is Steam Navigation Company. He considered it, and has arranged for a meeting 
to-morrow to discuss the matter with his co-Directors. 

ir Edwyn Dawes oud Sir Thomas Gordon both appreciate the important political 

ferests involved, and have expressed theinselves desirous, as far as possible, of arranaiug 
the lines indicated by Sir Thomas Sanderson. 
ve aware that tree distinet interests are involved in the scheme, 

+ The Euphrates and Tigris Company, who huve expended considerable sums 
developing the navigation of the Lower Karin, and the construction of the toad between 
Shuster und Ispahian, 

4. ‘The Tniperial Bank of Persia, who hold the concession for the construction of the 
Shuster-Kermanshah road, 

3. The Persian Company (represented by the Moin-cl-Toxgar) who navigate the 
Upper Karun and hold the tram-line connecting the traffic ow the upper and lower river 
at the Band of Ahwaz, 

‘These three interests have to be brought into line. 

In addition to tir respective capital expenditure, the question has to be considered 
how to raise a further sum of 50,0001, in the first instance, to improve the exist 
track and to build six bridges and twelve caravanserais aloug the Shuster 


After the Boards of the Euphrates and Tigris and the Bank of Persia have agreed 
mutually satislactory, I have suggested that the bank should negotiate with the 
-Tuggar, bat before doing so that they should submit their formal proposill in 

detail for approval of the Marquess of Lansdowne, 

1 mentioned to Sir Thomas Sanderson that the interests inyolved are somewhat com 

Hee ‘and require delicate handling, but I feel sure the negotiations between the 
[1695] Q 





Euphrates and Tigris Company and the Bank of Persia, now that the views of the 
Foreign Office are known to them, will be brought to a conclusion with the least possible 
delay. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) GEORGE S. MACKENZIE. 





No, 62. 
Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 29.) 


‘No. 110.) 
(Pelographic.) Py St. Petersburgh, October 29, 1901. 

THTAD an interview with Count Lamsdorff this afternoon, and spoke to him in 
the senso of your Lordship's telegram of yesterday, as to the possibilities of discuss 
in a friendly spirit some arrangement by which Great Britain and Russia shoul 
simultaneously advance money to Persia, faking as security the revenues raised in the 
districts of that country falling in their respective spheres of influence. 

‘Tis Excellency reaffirmed his former statement that he himself was still ignorant 
of any nogotiations for a fresh loan to Persia, but said that as, possibly, overtures for 
such negotiations might ave been received at the Ministry of Finanee, he would 
inquire of M, de Witte, when he returned to St, after to-morrow, 
and, as far ns possible, inform me of the result. He, himself, gladly 

iscussions of all such questions between the British and’ Russian Gov 
considering this the only way to avoid mutual distrust botween them, 

‘M his request I handed him, for convenience of referenee, a paraphrase in French 
of your Lordship's telegram, and lie invited me to call again in two or three days’ time 
for his answer, 





No, 63. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge. 
Foreign Office, October 29, 1901. 


adopt an attitude 
decidedly hostile to the Russian new r tions sont to 
Majesty's Chargé d’Aifaires at St, Petersburgh in my telegrain No. 178 of yeston 
hich T haye repeated to you ( 

You enn, however, upon bh srsian Government with 
fuformat to the now Cavill by w i E arly alfwoted, and ay 
to the torms of the Joan, hitvi the: indepondonce 
anil intogtity of Persia shill be maintained bj 

As to ng the Shah to grant youan audience, you should use your own 
judgment. 





No, 64. 


‘Phe Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. C. Hardinge. 
(No. 287.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Ortober 20, 1901: 

JT MADE a statement to the Russian Ambassador to-day in accordance with the 
terms of my tolegmam No. 173 to you of yesterday’s date, adding: that T trusted his 
Excellouey would see, in the instreti ‘en to You, further evidence of the desire, 
whieh T hid more thin once expressed to sleney, to deal frankly and direct) 
With the Goverament of Russia in regard to matters which were of interest to bot! 
Powers. 

This Exeellency observed that, the Russian Government had never been in 
of the virtual partition of Persia into British and Russian spheres of interest. 
Pelioved that Great Britain had interests in Northern Persia just as Russia had 


interests in the southern portions of that country, through which she hoped some day- 
to be able to obiain an outlet for her trade, 

Tobserved that, so far as Twas aware, nothing had beon said by His Majesty's 
Government to show that we were opposed to the idea of excluding Russian commerce: 
from the Persian Gulf, although we should, no doubt, object to her acquiring a 
strategical position upon its shores, 

His Excellency replied that what he had said had reference merely to a com= 
mercial outlet. He entirely agreod with me that it would be much better that, in 
stich cases, England and Russia should deal directly with one another rather than 
that each of them should deal independently with a Power like Persia, and he went on 
to express himself in very uncomplimentary terms of Eastern Governments in general, 
with whom he lind had many dealings in the course of his official careor. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No, 65. 


India Offce to Foreign Office. (Received October 30.) 

Inder-Seerstary of State for India presents his compliments to the U 

of Siate for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Georgy Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a tel 
from the Po Resident, Aden, dated the 26th October, regarding Dthali affairs, 


India Office, October 28, 1901, 


Tnclosure in No. 65. 
Resident, Aden, to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Pelegraphic.) en, Ootoliey 265, 14 
AMIR, Di that he planted a British flag, given bim by last 

Assistant, at Wart, apparently village about 1 mile west-northwest of Jaleli, Int it 

tas been’ removed with fores By ‘Turkish sol nd some of his men fnprisone 
Governor of Yemen telegraphs Dthali is interfering: with division of the Zorbi Ahmedi, 
and that onters haye been given to troops protect just vghts,  Placefs} named seom[s] 
to be small district or zroup of the villages west, aud gronp of the villages west and 
southawvest Adithala, on left side of the Tine dinwn upon map of the country forwarded 
with letter of 12th De is perhaps most northern village of Ahmedis Tam 
1 accordance With permission conveyed in your telegram of 2th Sep- 
we what we understand to he 
Tum informing 





No. 66, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reccived October 30.) 


NITE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
for Foreign Affairs, and, by diroction of Lord George Hamilton, 

rewith, for the information of the Secretary of State; inclosures in a letter 

ila, dated the 3nd October, respecting the limits of the 


India Office, October 30, 1901. 
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inclosure 1 in No. 66. 





Government of Tudia to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball 





Sir, Simla, 
IN your diary for the week which ended on the 17th June last y 
a Porsini Representative of the Belgian Administration of the Pe 
recently paid two visits fo Bassilore, and that he informed the coal agent there that 
his object was merely to sce the place and to station a man in Ol Bassidore, with a 
viow fo the seizure of arns and ammunition, which might be landed there from 
native vessels. 
It is assumed that by the 
the Portugues 
the Island of Kishm, and 1 
the Government of Tndi 
oxact limits of the tract at Bas 
by the Sultan of Mnseat 


Tuly 9, 1901, 
1 mention that 
ian Customs has 
















pression “Old Bassidore ” is meant the ruins of 
existed upon the north-western extremity of 

located the existing buildings that belong to 
ons of the Government of India do not indicate the 
ranted to the British Government 
1820, but obviously the graut must have ineluded the old 
Portuguese sottleniont at Bassidore, for at that time no other place was known by that 
name, You should, therefore, let it be known that no official of the Persian Govern- 
mont: can bo permitted to reside in rt of the station without the express consent 
of the British Government. 



























ee 
Tnelosure 2 in No. 66, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of Initia, 





Bushire, August 81, 
the receiptof your letter, dated th 
ssidore, 
from the reconds of this Resideney thut the 
d to be British territory, have ever been 
xaotly dofined. From ing nL have anne it appears that Old Bassidore 
lage situated in close pro 0 thie old Portuguese hat this villnge 
Md Bassidore,” together with another village called "or * Bunder 
80 in 





I HAVE the honour to acknowleds 
Inst, on the subject of our station at 1 

2 T have been unable to ascert 
mits of the tract at Bassidore, conside 





































Singon 
lose proximity to the Portuguese fort, v 
the limits of our station, of which th 
ppears, however, that more recently we have ec 
our jurisdiction and within that of the s 

0 which a slave was enticed from the Bassidore 
whore hs wns ill-treated. In. the coreespondence which 
roprovedl hy the Acting Resident for having interfere 
Singow was heyond the limits of British jurisdiction. This app 
accontiiice witli a rating by Colonel Peliy, the Resident n 

In 1874, 1 ih 











e in the immediate 
dored these places to 
Kishin. In 18640 case 
ation and taken to Singow, 
sued, thie 




















rs to have beer 
it that time. 

1 A. R. Hakim, then in 
charge of the Bi tation, to Ck commending the Headman of the 
Rassidore village (presumably the same as Old Bassidore) for ¢ 1 On AeeoUnt: 
At Avo lop it is bont sldlacentoyed th coaltaae "The Basrilors village is alluded to 
in his letter as evidently boing without our jurisdiction, 

3, Tt appears then, so far as Ehave been able to find out from the records, and 
from inquiries made by mo from our coal agent at Bassidore, that for many years 
past the villages in the immediate proximity of the Bassidore station have not been. 
considered to be within our jurisdiction, which only included the actual site occupied 
by our buildings. his, however, does not. shovr that they were not within the limits 
of the tract originally granted to the British Government by the Sultan of Muscat in 
1820, anu I am inclined to think that they should now be considered to form a part of 
the British settlement, notwithstanding the fact that the jurisdiction over them for 
many years past of the Chief of Kishm as not been disputed by us. I hope before 


































* Vide Curzoi’s * Persia" Vol. i, p. 412. 
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No. 66%, 
India Offce to Foreign Office. (Received October 80.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Forsign Affairs, and, by direction of Lont George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 29th October, respecting Persian finance. FE 


India Office, October 30, 1901. 


Tnelosure in No. 66%, 
Lord George Hamilton to Government of India, 


(elezraphic.) India Office, October 20, 1901. 
HIS Majesty's Government have mithorized Mr. Hardingw to speak to Count 

Lamsdorff frankly on subject of loan, pointing out inconvenience of independent 

discussions by two Powers with Persia. Situation 

Russian understanding in 1884, reaffirmed in 1888, for maintal 

independenee incompatible with financial tute 


We 

winot allow our own in 

‘Mr. Handingo directed to 

: to discuss in most friendly spirit possi- 
hility of arrangement for simultaneous advance hy both Powers, each accepting. its 
security of Persian revenues falling within spheres 
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Jong to be able to submit a plan showing the exact position of the places known as 
Old Bassidore, the Portuguese fort, and Bunder Singow, and their distances from our 
station. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) C. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Residest in the Persian Gulf. 





No. 67. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received October 30.) 


(No. 69.) 
(felegraphic.) P, Tehran, October 80, 1901. 
T SAW the Grand Vizier to-day, and was assured bj tliat the 


ity of our making an 

ions with Russia are not: 

» but with M. de Witte, 

T strongly 

bility, in onder fo reduce the amount of the loan, 

of his not repaying the 200,000 owed to the Imperial Bank, and of the Persian 

Government giving the Tabreez Road Concession to the Russians, thereby avoiding the 

necessity of borrowing the funds necessary for its construction, Tf the Grand Vidior 

were to adopt this plan and he were to obtain an advance of 300,000, from us, he 

would then only require the Russi lend him another 800,0001,, ov at most 

400,000/, He said that the security given to the Russians for the loan would be the 
revenue of certain provinces not yet specified. 

It would yreatly help our position, without prejudicing the negotiations wo are 
ourselves conducting with Russia, if T could promise the Grand Vizier that we will, 
in some way or other, provide the advance he asks for. have said to him that the 
question was receiving the serious attention of His Majesty's Government, begging 
him at the same tine to continue patient for some time more, 

Tt would be a cause of satisfaction to mo if T should be allowed to tell his 
Highness confidentially that His Majesty’s Government is meanwhile. ondeavouri 
to obtain from the Tt i on of the prohibitory clause with 
reference to Persia c r Power Init Russia 

Should our overtures at St, Petersburgh be misrepresented by the Russians ns 

ions with regard to spheres of influence and partition of the country. the 
x may come to the conclusion that he is being betrayed by us, and this 
idea may induce him to work behind our back and close with the 





No. 68. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received October 80.) 


(Commereial.) 
lographio) B. Tehran, October 80, 1901, 

HE Russian Government haye abandoned the greater part of the exorbitant 
demands they had made in connection with the Russo-Persian Tariff. As regards tea 
duties, discretion to reduce them is retained by Persia, As regards cotton, the import 
uty to bo paid by Persian cotton has been reduced from one rouble per pood. to 
40 kopecks. The clause empowering Russia to fix the rate of tolls loviable by foreign 
road Companies as well as the rate of exchange between the Persian currency and that 
of foreign countries for Customs purposes is abandoned. ‘The question of the revision 
of the Tariff after a lapse of teu years is the sole remaining ‘Phe ten years! 
term was agreed to by the Russians after a long struggle, It they claim that, if no 
agreement is arrived at, the present régime of 5 per cent. shall revive ipso fucto at, the 
end of that term. Persia, on the other hand, claims her freedom to enter into 
negotiations for a new Tariff on the terms she would prefer. ‘This is a poiut on which 
he Grand Vizier siys that he intends to insist 

[i695] 





I cannot, help suspecting that there is some secret political arrangement whicl 
would account for the Russians, who had hitherto been so stiff with regard to all the 
above points, adopting their present conciliatory attitude, 
I was told by the Grand Vizier that he lioped soon to let me bave a copy of the 
Tariff for the Indian Government. He said that the Tariff was now being copied, 
Indian Government informed of foregoing. 





No. 69, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N, O'Conor. 

(No, 158.) 
(Welegraphic.) B. Foreiyn Office, October 0, 1901 

WITH regard to you m No. 132 of the 26th October, I have to inform 
you that the proposal for delimitation of the boundaries of the tribes near Aden has 
heon made formally through the Turkish Ambassador at this Court, Lhave said in 
roply that ITis Majesty's Government agreed to it in principle, and were prepared to 
proceed with the delimitation as proposed, 





No. 70. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 46.) 
(elegraphie,) P. Foreign Office, October 30, 1901. 

T HAVE received your telegram No. 60 of toxday’s date, 

You may inform the Grand Vizier that the possibility of @ joint advance from 
Britain and Russia to assist Persia in meeting her financial difficulties on 
ions so arranged as not to give rise to a conflict of interests is being discussed by 

us ina friendly ananner with the Russian Government. 

He would certainly do well, in these circumstances, to avoid for the present 

committing himself further, 


—$ $$ 
No, 71, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential) Be af 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 30, 1901 

TAM directed hy the Marquess of Lansdowne to state, for the information of the 
Scoretary of State for India, that the ‘Turkish Ambassador has communicated the 
agcompainying te which ho has received from the Turkish Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, making. proposal for the appoiitment of a Joint Commission for the 

fation of the frontier hetwe layet of the Yemen ant the nine Cantons in 
hhourhood of Aden, whieh is in Many respects similar to the suggestion 
already made in your letter of the th instant, 

Anthopoulo Pasha called yesterday to inquire whether the proposal of the ‘Turkish 
Government was aecoptable, aid his Exeelleney has been inforntel by Lord Lansdowne 
that His Majesty's Government agree to it in principle, and were ready to proceed 
with the delimit 

Tn view of this arrangement, Lord Lansdowne is disposed to think that what 
might have the appearinee of a one-sided examination of the frontier by a Britisk 
officer stiould he av ind that, if Major Davies proceeds to the Amiri count 
should he careful not to take any stops which could he comp! 
nature of encronchment or of an attempt to prejudge disputed questions. 

Fam, ke. 
(Signed) N, IL. SANDERSO! 
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No, 72. 
Foreign Offce to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 30, 1901. 

I LAID before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 18th instant, 
calling attention to the quarantine measures adopted by the Persian Government at 
Turbat-i-Haiduri and in Seistan, and suggesting that a remonstrauce should be 
addressed to them on the subject, ‘ 

In my letter to you of the same date T transmitted, for Lord G. Mamilton’s 
information, a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, No. 139 of 
the 18th ultimo, from which it appears that he has already made representations to 
the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs in regard to the proceedings referred to in 
your letter. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) . H. SANDERSON. 





No. 73. 
Mr, G. Mackenzie to Foreign Office —(Received October 81.) 


£8, Great Winchester Street, London, 
Dear Sir Thomas Sanderson, October 30, 1901. 

SIR EDWYN DAWES had a conversation with Sir Thomas Gordon to-day on 
the subject of the Shuster-Kermanshah road, und has sent him a letter to be laid 
before the Board of the Bank of Pers, of which I inlow a oop, for you information, 
sand to nequaint you of the stage negotiations have now reached. 

ir Edwyn hopes, on Wednesiay, the Gth November, to consider the Ba 
reply with his Directors on the Euphrates Board, and thereafter he proposes waiting 
upon you at the Foreign Office 
Yours very truly 
(Signed) GEORGE 8. MACKENZIE, 


Tnclosure in No, 73. 
Sir E, Dawes to Sir Thomay Gordon, 


Dear Sir Thomas Gordon, October 80, 1901. 

REFERRING to our conversation of to-day. the following ix what T have pro 
visionally agreed with the Chairman of the Euphrates and ‘Tigris Steam Navigation 
Company (Mr. H. Lynch), 

Provided the Bunk is prepared to. eo-oporate aud foriun separate Company, the 
Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company will transfir to, that Company the 
road it has constructed between Shuster and Ispahan, they taking shates in such 
Company to the value of the property. putin 

he mai vents of the Euphrates and Tigris Company (Lynch Brothers) to 
he the agents of such Company at Shuster, Alwaz, sind Mohatamera, a 

The Euphrates and ‘Tigris Company to give tie new Company the heneit of an 
extra subsidy they may obtain in connéetion with the Kapun navigation, Tspaliay nod, 
and any addition that may be obtained for constructing the Shustor-Kermanshal 


wirged for zoodwill by the Euphrates and Tigris Company, 
ia to put in their Road Concession on same terms and to find w 
certain proportion of the capital of the Compr 
‘The Directors of the Company to be 
Company and the Bank in proportion to the 
Tthe Bank of Bersin to be the 
a Gov 


went between themselves 
ate with the Moin-el-Taggae 80 as fom 

















C4 
amalgamate the Persian interest. The return on their capital might be provided for 
by a guarantee of, say, 3,0002 from the Persian Government, the to be received 





from any increase that may arise on the present customs revenues they collect at 
Kbanakin and Mohammeraly combined—say, 50 per cent. of stich increase annually up 
to a maximum of 3,000L This, in the first instance, might not amount to much, if 
anything; still, if obtainable, it would be useful to have it for what it is worth, 
Good blocks of ‘agricultural waste lands should also be applied for from the Persians 
in the neighbourhood of the caravanserais to be built along the road, ‘This would 
enable the Company to form village communities, not only with a view to providing 
ample supplies along the road and reducing cost of same, but to affurd @ eertain amount 
of protection against the marauding Luts 

What T have here set out on behalf of the Euphrates and Tigris Company will, I 
hope, enable your Directors now to quote figures and say definitely what they are 
pnyused to do and thereafter I will submit ‘the proposils to the Foreign Offic for 
their approval, 























Yours sincerely, 


(Signed) EDWYN 






DAWES. 





No, .74 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received October 31.) 
(No. 70.) 











(Rolegraphioy P. ‘Tehran, October B1, 1901. 
ON receipt of your Lordship’s telegram No, 49 of yestorday’s date, I called on 

the Grand Vizier ait spoke to him in the sonse of your Lordship’s instructions. His 

Highness ults of our discussion with the Russian 





xpressed. the hope that ther 
t would Te good, but wed that, Count Lamsdorif being weak and 
M. do Witte opposed to any joint arrangement between Russia and oursel 
should deal with the Emporo, if possible. A hitch had occurred, he said, in the 
negotiations for n loan owing to the Shah refusing to give the Russians the Con- 
cession for the Tabreez Road, Bresh securities would not be stipulated for by Russi 
in the event of their obtaining the above Concession. 

T hear from the same conftdential sonree alluded to in my tel 
28th instant, that th p 
already formally signed. My inforinant siys that the lon is for fifty-five years, 

of Mazanderan, 
se of term 
entioned security tallies with the 
statement made to me as to “ certain provine ues” by the Grand Vizier. 

Lam inclined to believe that these or similar proposals have received the actual 
sanction of the Shah who is awaiting the reply of M. de Witte, for I have it on the 
Grand Vizier’s authority, that that answer had not yet been received and that it could 
not reach the Persian Government until the Russian Minister of Finance reached 
St. Petersburgh. ‘The Manager of the Russian Bank has again pressed the Grand 
Virier for the 'Tabreez Road Concession, ‘The reply he received was that it was 
impossible for the Russians to obtain it nov, but that later on they would get it, 

His Majesty's Einbassy at St. Petersburgh informed of foregoing, 





Governme 
























































No, 75, 


Foreign Office to Mr. G. 8. Mackensie. 





Foreign Office, October 31, 1901, 
I HAVE Inid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 28th instant, 
informing this Department of the steps which you have taken in regard to the 
suggested construction of a road from the Karun to Kermanshah by ¢o-operution 
Tetweon the principal British financial enterprises interested iu that part of Persia, 

T am directod by Lord Lansdowne to eonvey to you his best thanks for your letter. 
am, &e 


wl) T. H. SANDERSON, 
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No. 76. 
India Office 10 Foreign Office-—(Received November 1, 1901.) 


IY continuation of Sir A. Godiey’s letter of the 15th June last, the Under-Secretary 
of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information 
of the Secretary of State, inclosures in a letter from the Forcign Secretary, Simla, dated 
the 3rd October, regarding the selection of naval base in the Persian Gulf, 

It is requested that these papers, which are sent in original, may be returned to this 
Office when done with. 


India Office, October 31, 1001. 








Inclosure 1 in No, 76, 


Goverment of India to Lieulenant-Colonel Kemball, 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, 





July 25, 1901. 


IN continuation of my letter, dated the Ist May last, Tam directed to forward a 
copy of the correspondence on the subject of the seection of a naval base in the Persian 
Gulf, 

2. Tam to request that you will furnish an earlly report upon the points noticed by 
the Secretary of State, and ‘that you will, at the sime tiie, favour the Government of 
India with suagestions as to any measures. of preparation which might, in your opinion, 
he quietly taken in anticipation of the contingencies to which this correspondence refers, 
Captain Cox should be directed to submit. a Report as to the actual limits of Muscat 
territory beyond Sohar in the direction of Cape Musandim, So far as the Goveramont of 























India are aware, the Sultan of Muscat has neither exercised nor claimed authority over the 
Isthmus of Maklaly and the promontory beyond it which is understood to be inhabite 
aboriginal and independent tribes. 





by 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) J, B, WOOD, 
Under-Secretary Co the Government of India, 
Tnclosure 2 in No, 76. 


ieutenant-Colonel Kembail to Government of Initia, 





Sir, Bushire, August 16, 1901, 
T HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
copy of a Report submitted to me by Captain Cox, Political Avent. at Muscat, on the 





subje 





‘of a place called Khor Fakan on the 
Jam at present only in a position to submit an ad interim Report on the subject, but 
the matter is one of considerable importance, and it is advisable that the Government of 
India should know of the reference which has been made to me on the subject, 
So far as the question of the right. of jnrisdiction over Khor Fukan is concerned, 

there ean, T think, be no doubt. This place is undoubtedly an appanage of the Joasmee 
Chief of Shargah, who has certainly rights over the Batineh coast from Dibba on the north 
to Khor Kelbch on the south, Khor Fakan being situated about. midway between these 
two places. I would invite a reference to the correspondence eniing with the letter, 
dated the [7th September, 1881, from the Under-Secretary to the Government of India 
the foreign Department to the address to the Resident in the Persian Gulf, in which 
Colonel Ross’ view that the strip of coast above alluded should be considered subject to 
the operation of the maritime truce, was accepted by the Government of India, 1 am 
instituting inquiries with a view to ascertaining the degree of authority which the Jonsmce 
Chief maintains along this stretch of coast, and at present I ean only express my opinion that 
this Chief would certainly not view with equanimity any attempt of the Muscat Ruler to 
assert himself in that quarter; while on our part, the fact that we have held this strip of 
the Batineh coast to be subject to the maritime truce and prevented the Joasmee Chief 
from as ee by sea to assert his authority there, would certainly, I think, debar us 

695) 8 


neh coast of the Gulf of Oman, 
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from giving the Sultan any countenance or support in the matter. Any extension over 
the Sultan’s rule over this part of the coast could only be obtained by means of friendly 
agreement between His Highness and the Joasmee Chief, If the Sultan desires to bring 
this region again under Muscat control, he might, if the Government of India approve, be 
authorized to submit proposals through the Political Agent, Muscat, which I could refer 
to the Shargah Chief for an expression of his views on the subject. Although the acquisi- 
tion by a foreign Power of Khor Fakan or other places on this coast belonging to the 
Shargah Chief would not be allowed by us in view of our Agreement of 1892 with this 
Chief, it mighit, I think, be more convenient that the whole stretch of coast from Museat 
to Mussendum should be subordinate to the Muscat Ruler, 

‘The extract from the “Dépéche Coloniale,” forwarded by Captain Cox, is of 
considerable interest. It will be scen that Dibba (Deba) and Lima are both alluded to as 
excellent anchorages, and apparently ae outside the Sultan’s dominions. Tama will be 
found described at p. 621 of the * Bombay Government Records, No, XXIV," new series, 
and Dibba at p. 623. Lima is considered by us to be within the territories of the Sultan 
of Muscat, but Tam not aware what degree of authority he exercises over the portion of 
the coastline from Dibba North to Khasab, The “ Selika,” T believe, spent some time 
at Dibba, It has been very difficult to ascertain what this yacht really eame up the Gulf 
for and what she did here, but her movements were, I consider, distinctly suspicious. 1 
hear on good authority that she is again to come to the Gulf this winter, but 1 propose to 
make this a subject. for a special Ri Meanwhile, I think it is highly desirable that 
one of His Majesty's ships should visit the Batinch’ coast at an early date, calling in at 
Khor Fakan, Dibba, and Lima. Her Commander may be able to ascertain what the 
“Sclika” did at these places. I have instructed the Political Agent, Muscat, to arrange 
for this being done on the first suitable opportunity of one of His Majesty's ships visiting 


Muscat, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) 0. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure in No. 76. 


Captain Cox to Lieutenant-Cotonel Kembalt. 
(Gonfidentiat.) 
Sir, Muscat, July 28, 1901. 

1 HAVE the honour to address you in the following connection :— 

\turecent interview the Sultan informed me that the chief members of the com= 
munity at’ Khor Fakan, on the Ba oust, had several tines made overtures to him 
which they had just lately repeated, with a view to their port being again brought under 
Mascat jurisdiction, and ighuess asked for an expression of 1 sonal views on 
the subject, both on its merits and with reference to the possibility of his having our 
support should the project eventually be taken up. I replied that my files contained 
something on the subject, and that { should like to look them up, and, if necessary, make 
reference to you before siving him a reply, “Support” would presun eae the 
presence of one of our men-of-war if required. i 

2, Khor Fukan, as is doubtless within your knowledge, is a collection of hamlets 
situated on the shores of a spacious bay of thé same name on the Northern Batineh coast, 
in latitude 25° 21/ 13” north aud longitude 56° 23°. Broadly speaking, 1 should say that 
the territories comprised in the Sultanate of Oman are at: present considered to extend 
from the westerly limits of Dhofar on the south to Khasab, at the extremity of the 
Roos-el-Jubbal, on tie north, but the interjacent strip of coastline lying between the 
25th and 26th parallels of latitude lias, from the days of the Wahabee incursious at the 
commencement of the last century, been the scene of frequent strife, in the course of 
which the ports along its shores have several times changed hands. 

‘As fur-as the archives of this Agency enable me to state with any degree of accuracy, 
the following are the chief land-marks of Khor Fakan history during the last 100 years, 
and I take the liberty of recording them for facility of reference: 

id Saced-bin-Sultan, Imam of Muscat, assisted by bis uncle, Kais, 
besieged and reduced the port which the Jowasmees had converted into a rendezvous and 
depot in connection with their piratical enterprises in the Gulf, sig 

1808 to 1882,—Khor Fukan ruled by the Jo cl akar, in fief 
for the Imam of Muscat, Captain Brucks, R.N., in his memoir of the mivigation of the 
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ssued in 1827, writes: “It belongs to the Imam of Muscat, whose nominal revenue 
about 3,000 German crowns. 
in-Sakar, taking advantage of the disturbed state of the Imam, 
Saced-bin-Sultan’s affairs, assimilated Khor Fakan and other adjacent ports, and held 
them for himself, 

1850 to 1851.—After 1832 the Imam and the Jowasmee Chief seem to haye made 
up their differences, and the latter returned to his allegiance to Seyyid Saeed’s successor, 
Scyyid Thoweynee (uncle of Scyyid Feisal), for, it appears, that in 1850, when Kais. 
bin-Azzan attacked and captured Khor Fakan from Sultan-bin-Sakar the latter 
appealed to the Sultan of Muscat, Seyyid Thoweynee-bin-Saced, for assistance. ‘The 
Sultan, however, informed his vassal that he was too busily employed elsewhere to make 
any diversion in his favour, and that he, Sultan-bin-Sakar, must manage the business 
himself, ‘The Jowasmee thereupon determined to try his fortune alone, and was successful 
in recovering Khor Fakan from Kais, Although Seyyid Thoweynes's inability to come to 
the Jowasmec’s assistance ia his hour of need beeanic the cause of temporary estrange- 
ment between them they soon becar led, but Seyyid Thoweynee did not 
apparently trouble himself after this wi of the nortiern Batinch ports, and 
from that period up to the present they have remained under the domination of the 
Jowasmee Shaiks, 

3. So much for past history. His Highness Se formed me that he 
believed that the community now pay no tribute hy but it ean 
hardly be that the present Shaikh of Shargah would view with equanimity any attempt 
on the part of the Ruler of Muscat to reassert himself in that quarter, and in view of 
the decided opinion expressed by Colonel Miles as Resident in Residency letter No, 111, 
dated the 6th July, 1886, I should not think it necessary to trouble you with a reference, 
were it not that the general position has been a good’ deal changed since that corre: 
spondence took place by the increased interest taken by foreign Powers in the polities of 
the Gulf, 

4. Under existing conditions it is theoretically in the interests of British policy 
that the Ruler of Muscat should extend or reassert his effective influence and jurisdiction 
as fap as he reasonably can, in order that as much of the coast-line of Oman ‘us possible 
may be brought within the limits of the territory which we can claim, as against France, 
to be covered by the Declaration of 1862, by which our respective Governments mutually 
agreeto respect the Sultan's independence. " Otherwise there would seem to he nothing to 
prevent France or any other foreign Power from acting on the presumption that the ports 
n the strip of coat-line before specified were either communities independent individually, 
or else that they were collectively subject to an independent. Jowasmee Shaikh, In this 
connection Lhave the honour to attach in original, for information, one of # series of 
letters which appeared some weeks ago in the “Dépéche Coloniale,” and which are 
helieved to have emanated from Muscat, from a perusal of which it will appebr that. the 

in question has not escaped the specific attention of our neighbours, 

Timay mention also that the yacht * Selika” touched both at Khor 
in the course of her recent sojourn in these waters. 

In conclusion, it int worthy of consideration whether. we could 
exercise more influenice over the locality in question as part of the Muscat Sultanate, o 
as an appanage of the Jowasmee Chief, 
ave ttuating fo be favoured with your views and instructions at un ently dite, 1 
have, Ke. 

(Signed) P. Z, COX, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Ayent, 
Muscat, 


Inclosure No. 76. 


Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


ima, September 25, 1001. 
| AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 16th August, 
regarding Khor Fakan, on the Batineh coast, 
‘Phe question 
authority in th 
letter of ‘th 
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Muscat, which, as against France, is protected from aggression by the Anglo-French 
Declaration of 1862, and the dominions of the Chiefs of Shargah and R: 1-Kheimah, 
who are bound by ‘Treaty not to cede or sell any part of their territory save to the 
British Government. It is presumed that there is uo doubt as to the reality 
authority as far north as Khor Kelbah. As regards the tract along the coast fron 
Kelbah to Dibba, which includes Khor Pakan, the Government of India have at different 
times decided that this portion of the coast is under tl 
Chief of Shargah, that it is subject to the maritime truce, and that it is bi 
that the Sultan of Muscat should interfere with it. If the authority ot the Shargah Chiet 
in this tract. continues to be obvious and real, the Government of India sees no Feason to 
modify these views, and the present Sultan should not be encouraged to encroach in this 
direction beyond his present limits. Northward of Dibba and round Cape Masandim to 
the territories of Ras-ul-Kheimah, it is improbable that at the present day the Sultan of 
‘Muscat retains, if, indeed, he has ever possessed, any real control, What is the present 
situation at Lino and at Khasab is also unknown; nor, from such information as is 
possessed by the Government of India, does it transpire whether there are Chiefs at either 
place or anywhere along this strip of coust with whom it may be desirable to make 
Agreements, similar to those concluded with the Trucial Chiefs in 1892, so as to insure the 
cxelusive right of the British Government to occupy any of the inlets on the Ras 
Musundim promontory. ‘There is, indeed, so much doubt’ as to the actual position of 




































































afliirs on this part of the coast, that the Government of India agree with you in thinking 
that it should be visited at an early date by a ship of war. Tam to sugxest, accordingly, 
that Captain Cox should undertake this duty as far north as Khasab in one of Hi 
Majesty's ships as soon as he returns from the examination in October of the coal-mines 
of Sur, 

T have, &, 

(Signed) IL. S. BARNES, 
Secretary to the Government of India, 
Tnclosure 5 in No, 76. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) 
Sin, Bushire, September 10, 1901. 





1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge tho receipt of your letter, dated the 
AFL July Ins, onthe subject of the selection of a taval bare in the: Persian 
sult, 

2, ‘There can, T believe, be no doubt whatever that, with the exception of the British 
station at Bassidore, the Persian right of possession over the Island of Kishin, as also 
over the Islands of Hanjam, Hormuz, and Larak, is complete and undispute 

T understand that the Arab Sheikh of Kishm, or some member of his. fuily, 
usually occupies the position of “Kalantar,” and as the succession to the Sheikbship is 
hereditary, the position of Kalantar may also, to a certain degree, be considered to be so. 
‘The arrangement, however, has apparently been adopted for convenience sake and could, 

tedly, be terminated at any time if the Persian Government saw fit to establish a 
intar in the island independent of the Arab Sheikh. 1 am of opinion, thon, 
that the position of Kalantar is not of sufficient practical independence to make an 
arrangement with him possible or politically advisable, I find that Sheikh Hassan, the 
Shicikli snd Kalantar of Kishm, has not, after all, been superseded. It was the intention 
of the Persian Government to reinstate one Sheikh Abdulla, a relative of Sheikh Hassan, 
and « former Kalantar of Kishm, and M, Simais, the Director-General of the Gulf 
Customs Administration, took Sheikh Abdulla from Lingah to Bunder Abbas in the 
* Persepolis” for this purpose, ‘The arrangement, however, for some reason or other, fell 
through, and Sheikh Hassan is still Kalantar of Kishm, 

3. As to the Isthmus of Maklab, and the question of the actual limits of Muscat 
territory beyond Soha in the direction of Cape Masondim, T have the honour to forward 
copy of a Report submitted by the Political Agent at Muscat, It will be seen that 
Captain Cox expresses the opinion that ‘as regards the Malcolm and Elphinstone Inlets 
on cither side of Maklab and the promontory of Ras Mosandim, the exercise of the Sultan 
‘of Muscat's authority thereoyeris of such a conveniently uncertain character that it would 
seem possible for His Majesty’s Government to treat the question of its existence 
according to the political exigencies of the moment. In other words, we can claim the 
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Isthmus of Maklab to be either a part of the territories of the Sultan of Muscat, or else to 
be independent of his or any other control. ‘ 

‘The Government of India will be aware that in 1864, when our telegraph station 
‘was located at Mosandim, the actual spot occupied being on Elphinstone Island within 
the Elphinstone Inlet or Khor-ash-Shem, some correspondence ensued regarding the 
ight to jurisdiction over this part, and the Bombay Government (vide their Resolution 
No. 3248, dated the 26th October, 1864), deprecated ‘any investigation of the claims of His 
Highness the Tmam on the one hand, and of the Chief of Ras-ul-Kheima on the other, to 
dominion over Cape Mosendim.” Since tlen His Highness the Sultan has established a 
Wali at Khasab, situated on the Elphinstone Inlet, and further north the Sultan's 
authority with regard to Kumzar near Rus Mosandi is now apparently not contested by 
the Joasmee Chief, as pointed out by Captain Cox in paragraph 4 of his letter. It seems 
to me, therefore, that, from our point of view, as we are hardly likely to require Khor- 
ash-Shein as a uaval base, it will be more convenient to recognize the tract as within the 
territories of the Sultan of Museat. It will be perhaps advisable that the Sultan should 
be induced in the manner indicated by Captain Cox to make his influence more apparent 
in the locality in question ; and I would solicit the orders of the Government of India in 
the matter. 4 

T attach a photographic reproduction of the Admiralty chart showing the places 
referred to in Captain Cox’ Report. : 

4, 1 much regret that I am unable to offer any suggestious is to the m 
preparation which might be quietly taken in anticipation of the contingencies referred to 
In the correspondence now under consideration. It seems to me that we must perforce 
wait until one or other of the contingencies referred to arises or is seen to be imminent, 
‘The occupation of the islands and their maintenance against attack will, in the first 
instanee, 1 presume, have to be undertaken by niaval force, and the question appears to 
be chielly one ior the nayal authorities to consider, Iv my opinion, no anticipatory 







































measures are iusmediately required, 


I have, &e, 
(Signed) C. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 76, 


Captain Cor to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball, 
ee Muscat, Aujust 28, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to submit the Report called for in paragraph 2 of Foreign 
Department letter dated the 25th July, 1901, to your address on the subject of the 
selection of a naval hase in these waters. 

2, Tn dealing with the several ports or stretches of 
Sobar and proceed northwards. 3 ‘ 

Sakari governed by a Wali, appointed by the Sultan, and owing to the extent of its 
jurisdiction, the Governorship is looked upon as an influential and important one, 

‘Treating of the coast-line only, the authority of the Wali extends to Maj 
and to the coust villages from thence as faras Murcir, 

‘Mureir.—At Shinas a deputy Wali is entertained, who is appointed from Muscat, but 
for ordinary purposes of adiuinistration is under the immediate orders of the Governor of 

ar. 

‘Phe reason of Shinas being thus selected among other smaller ports in the neighbour 
hood for the location of a special official is; no doubl, that there are eight or nine British 
Indian traders resident there, At the other sca-side villages jurisdiction is exercised 
through the local tribal Shuiklis, and thers are no British subjects north of Shinas, 

‘The tract between Mureir and Dibba, including Khor Kulbel,, Fujaireli, and Khor 
Fakan, has, for a good many years at all events, beet subject to Jowasmee influence, but 
this locality was dealt with in detail in my recent letter to your address on the subject of 
the Sultan's desire to reassert Muscat influence over the last-named port, it seems 
unnecessary, therefore, for me to do more than refer to that correspondence now. 

Dikbar—With regard to Dibba, however, it will be advisable to enter into some detail. 
‘As mentioned in this Office Political Diary for the week ending the 9th July, I called at 
Dibba in His Majesty's ship * Assaye”” on the 5th July, but at that time I had no know= 
ledge of the aspirations of His Highness the Sultan ia connection with Khor Fakan or of 
the possible selection of a naval buse by the British Governa 
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Shinas, 







































merely prompted to visit the place, which is a convenient night's ran from Sohar, by a 
reference to it in the article in the “ Dépéche Coloniale,” which was forwarded to youwith 
my letter above-mentioned. I found the place occupied by two rival communitics whoce 
habitations, as is often the case in Oman, are separated from one another, a broad dry 
Wadi running between them, On the one side are the Jowasmec, governed by a negeo 
Wall on bebalf of Shaikh Ahmed-bin-Sultan-el-Kasmi, now residing at Shares. 
Ras-el-Khyma, and paying excise or some form of tribute to him. On the other ide live 
fiacetion of 1 tribe commonly known as the  Shihoob,” though in books and maps I see 
the name is some times written “Shihiyeen.” ‘The two forms are. merely alternative 
Plurals of the same word Shibeh.” OF the tribe as a whole I shill say further tho 
Subsequent paragraph ; suffice it is to state at this juncture that the section inhabit me 
Dibba and the environs pay no tribute ether to the Jowasmee Shaikh or to the Sultan cf 
Muscat, but pay certain dues to their own local Shaikh; Yasir-bin.San 
hot, strictly speaking, a Shihooh but a Kumazereh, a ¢ 
in this Report. 
Tt was the inhabitants of Dibba who informed me that the “Selika”* had 
port and also Khor Fakun, but 1 could noé ascertain that she had done more tl 
dreduing or sounding apparatus in the harbour, Including the nortleen half of Dibbecg 
above set forth, and trom thence onwards through Tina round the promontory. of 
Khasab, and thence almost to Rasel Khynia, and embracing ull the hinter- 
i line Joining Dibba and Rus-el-Khyma, the hill country and the ports are 
el to bre inhabited almost entirely by the Shihooh, and a sinall. tribe dependent on 
them, the Kumazireh, who live on the Musandam side of the Maklab Tsthinus, at Kumane 
anil ther hiunlcts. ‘These Shihooh are a numerically powerful tribe, numbering about 
14,000 souls and are of Himyatite, ie., Yemeni origin. As a whole they are undetord 
to. profess allegiance to and recognize the sovereignty of Seyyid Feisal, but Kinseb, 
‘idjncent to the Maklab Isthmus, is the only one of their ports at whic’ tt y pay His 
HWiahness any tributes here the Sultan has a Wali appointed under the following 
Circumstances, About ten years ago the sections of the Shiliooh occupying Khasab 
conld not agree among themselves and therefore applied to the Sultan to-send them a 
Wall to maintain peace and order. Seyyid Reisal complied and appointed 


however, is 
rihe which will find niention later 


Of the Beni Ruwahich tribe, named Kaly-bin-Sanai, to the post. ‘This individual, hey 


Tewained in the appointment up to the present time, and is allowed to retain the duce 
levies, amounting to 700 or 800 dollars per annum, as his salary, 

ji, As before mentioned incidentally, the Musaudam Boniasula is tenanted, though 
Seat) by the small tribe of Kumazireh. ‘Phe origin of this tribe is a matter of a good 
Alen} of doubt anil interest. ‘They are. simply called  Kumazitch”” because: their chet 
Village is Kumzar. ‘They speak a dialect, of their own which is unintelligible to the 
ordinary Arab, but as it appears to contain a good many words of a semi-Persian cy 
Baloch form, it seeris probable that they are immigrants from the opposite shore of the 
Gulf, As is natural, however, their numbers have proved too insignitieant to allow theny 
to muintain their independence and individuality, and they have blended. with and 
prieticaly become ubsorbed by the Shihooh. It was one of these Komzar villagers who 
was the fortunate finder of the y Inable pearl which for two rs past has been as an 
apple of discord in the Gulf, and in t ction, ns is known to you, tho right of His 
Highness the Sultan, as Sovercia oF of the finder of the gem, toa share of 
the sale proceeds, was recognized and determined by the Court of Arbitrators. 

&. Fron: Khasab to Bokla the country: is exclusively Shihooh, and one of the two 
Hrincipal. Sheikhs, whose. inthienee. predominates over this portion, Ali-bineMahomed, 
divides his tine between Bokhi, Kada (an offshoot of Khasab), and Maseat,, He ig aat 
own and respected in Museat, as he is man of influence and learning, and is persons 
ally know to me, Between Bokha and Rasl-Khyma come the vllases of Fadar, Gainthe, 
‘Mbbs, and Shuan. ‘These ate also looked upon as Shihooh villages, but from Hee 
southwards and in the hills in the vieinity of Rascel-Khyma itself owing to the cirean: 
Glunees of Ulcis situation, the seetions of Shibooh residing there acknowledge the jurisdic. 
tion ofand probably pay tute to the Sheikh of that port, Sheikh Alchin-Mohoel, 
however, informed me that wl ircumstanees obliged these m 
with the cognizance of the re 


matter affecting the common 
Were in fact 1 united tribe, 

5, In the foregoing paragraphs L have furnished the most reliable information that 
{amit @ Postion to obtain, otherwise than from the Sultan or his officals, I tiauk, 
therefore, that it may be regarded as a fairly correct statement of the situation, but 
necessarily from a Muscat point of view, Briefly stated, it appears from the foregoing 
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that the Sultans jurisdiction extends effectively only as far as Murcir; that frm Maneir 
to Dibba (including, homerer, only half of that port) there is reson to suppose that the 
Sheikh of Shargah may make good a prescriptive clain to exerciae jurisdiction; that over 
She aay from Dibba on to Ras Musandam and thence sone to Enea hats 
if asked, would probably claim rights of sovereignty and juisdietion, and that fo 
eee Sin elones icaralaly, rari caluy) sections of the Siicoh wh, for practical 
105 \¢ present recognize the authority of the Sheikh of |-Khyma. ‘ 
Las ee acne may presume to do so, I would ely erie Srey 
se ¥ ol Elphi er le of Maklab a 
a ds the Malcolm and Elphinstone Intets on either side of Mak 
Pry of Ras Musandam th exercise of the Bultan of Musca’ anthony Bae 
is a conveniently uncertain character that it would seem possible for His Maj 
Goce treat the question of its existence according to the political Sr acniiet of 
the moment, If we require a base there, it might be possible to exlhn tthe Sultan that 
is cloit sert his authority there or power to make it effec of su 
iene uation se tamer ae Or unable to recognize it, but 
regard the Shihook (including the Kumazieb) a independent tries. ee en 
i is is hy case a measure with regard to id Feysa 4 
feel Eee acd wz that he derives no practical or. res ety cae oe ies 
f Onnaya and ia i prevailed upon to co-operate with us in it, On the oth 
of Oman, and tliat he might be prevailed upon th ini etl 
it in the eve ¢ other Power endeavouring to gain a footing 
hhand, it seems to me that in the event of any 0 . yoriog to gain a footing 
in the neighbourhood, we can adduce sufficient zrounds for. mainta position that 
tha outa is question is part of the Sultanate of Oman, If to this end it sould be 
PS steeneead sy to make Muscat influence more evident there, it could easily be ee 
by arranging with the Sultan to appoint Walis to one or two of the atte rats 
which I'do not think prind facie that the Shihooh would resent, provided. tha ho said 
Wali didnot make any serious innovation in the direstion of collection of tribute, | No 
doubt the most satisfactory way of ascertaining the leanings of the Shibooh Shaikhe and 
tribesmen and evidence as to the question of influence and jurisdiction Raasiea 
inguiis from the inhabitants themselves on the pot, and, in ation to the eonating 
from Khor Fakan to Lima, os you suggest, 1 would propose, with sour approval, to take 
an early opportunity of visiting the whole of the coast between Shinas and Bokha, an 
{quietly making inquiries locally at the various ports ‘ a 
oh The eo J have used for reference in comoston with this Report te 
in waded “ Entrance to the Persian Gulf,” and dated 1883, 
Admiralty chart, headed a. Gal 
(Signed) P, %, COX, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Politicrl Agent, 
Muscat. 





No. 77. 
India Office to Foreign Office, —(Received November 1.) 


tary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Undor- 
fay OT State for Honeign ‘Attire, and, by dirootion of Lon George Hamilton, 
forwanls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegrat 
regarding the tour of the Russian Vice-Consul for Seistan. 
India Office, October 81, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 77. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) Ootober 14, 1901. 
GIOSSERN foyortseudden departure of Rast n Vigo.Consul fom Seistan, ostensibly 
for Kerman; but it is be ed that he will travel vid Mirjawa and Sarhad. Ree > 
Jnow that M. Miller has Intely corresponded with, and sent. presents to, aman 
Chief(s) who frequently give(s) trouble on Nushki youl ‘ aoa a, sv 
r vhich inspired Russian complaints about Yate’s tour in Khorass 
Colas lane to F cae Office 1 fed 29th Nove mbery 1894), I suggest i 
to Russian Government on the ground that presence of Tussian officer ee ing 
presents on our border is likely e in kuwless conduct frontior tribes wi 





whom we haye lately had more trouble than usual, 


ore ee 
defensible than Yate's, as latter was Con ee ee ae 


af t I-Genoral for Khorassan, whereas Miller i 
‘Vice-Consul for Scistan only, and Sarhad is not within his jurisdiction. There can be 


no doubt that Miller, personally, and through Zaroudny and. oth ents, i 
endeavouring to ostablish Ri iafluencepandses ‘Gente Rusnen party/an Baloatt 
border. Unless this is stopped it may become serious, if 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 7. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


vam Mth October. ee: 


Liller, according to latest intelligence, is travelling by Palang- Y 
will probably go to Kerman vid Bam, fe Pai eaag Sah Ai awed, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 77. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(elegraphie.) 
YOUR foreign, Sceret, 14th and 26th October. 


ees nsul from Seistan, Circumstances do not seem to me to warrant 


India Office, October 26, 1901. 





No. 78. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 1.) 
No.7.) 
‘elegraphic.) Tehran, November 1, 1901 
; Wa IE referon: i ¢ offer of our support 
in obtaining ' ussians might b 





No, 79. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Recewed Navember 2. 
(No, 145, Confidentia.) 
ly Lord, Gulakek, September 28, 1901, 

I HAVE the honour to report that, on the V7th instant, the Grand Vizier had a 
lengthy interview with my Russian colleague and M. Goluboff, at which I understand that, 
in compliance with orders from the Shab, he formally asked if the Russian Government 
would assist him in raisin 100,001. oF 1,100,000. in Russia, M. Argyropulo 
replied in the affirmative, ut suuyested that the new Perso-Russian Commercial Treaty 
should he first settled, as the inerease of revenue which Persia would derive from it 
ould make the nee! fox'« new loan less pressing. ‘This of course was a courteous way 
of intimating that the acceptance of the Russian amend e new Tariff w 
in ne eon i ussian amendments to the new Tariff would 
On the 19th instant, having received from Sir ‘Thomas Sanderson a tel 
informing me that, as your Lordship was absent in Ireland, some little time might 
elapse hefore T could receive a reply to my telegram No. 54 of the 16th instant, 1 sent 
sy interpreter to the Grand Visier and asked him to explain to the Shah that I might 
have to wait a fow days for the advice I had solicited on behalf of the Persian Govern 
ment, Tis Highness replied that the Shah was impatient for the conclusion of the new 
oan contract and had ordered him to approach the Russian Goverament without further 
jelay, and he gave Abbas ian, in support of this assertion, an autograph letter 


which arrived during (heir interview from His Imperial Majesty on the subj 


Nerewith, for your Lordship as 


confidential information, a translation of this docum 


‘The Atabeg-i-Azam intimated that it was impossible for him to wait further tor suggestions 
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from England and that he had already been compelled to commit himself to Russia, 
He added that the Shah insisted on there being no new conditions, and that he had 
reason to believe that the Russians would agree to this. ‘The actual settlement of the 
terms of the Ioan would not be made till the question of the new Tariff had been 
disposed of. 

(On receiving this reply I sent a sceond message to His Highness. I said T could 
not conceal from him that this sudden decision on the part of the Persian Government: 
to contract a new Russian loan, after be had often told me that he was strongly opposed 
to the idea, 
stood from 1 
would consult 
informed me of 
subject, and T fea ig 
assurances he had previously given us. As regarded the new Tariff, E must remind him 
that His Majesty’s Government had alroady expressed, through me, strong objections to 
the proposed increase of duty on tea, and that they expected, in view of our great com- 
mercial interests in Persia, that the Persian Government would not: finally decide on, it 
without consulting them, ‘The Grand Vizier came here yesterday evening, accompanied 
by the Arfa-ed-Dowleb, He said that before answering’ the communication had made 
to him, he had deemed it best to take the orders of the Shah, and he read mea 
message which His Majesty had dictated to him and a translation of which (have the 
honour to inclose herewith, He professed himself somewhat hurt at the insinuation 
which he thought {had made that he bad not dealt quite straightforwardly with me, and 
explained! that he had been so pressed by the Shah that he could not any longer delay 
making definite proposals to Russia, He had had to borrow 100,000. on current 
account from the Russian bank on the previous day to prevent a mutiny of the long 
unpaid garrison of Tehran, 

In view of the presence of the Arfaced-Dowleh, I thought it best to speak less 
freely than I should have otherwise done. I therefore said that it was clear that there 
bad been a misunderstanding, due, porhaps, to a mistake in. translation by my inter 
preter and to my own insufficient knowledge of Persian, Twould do my best to put before 
your Lordship the difficulties in which the Persain Government found itself, but I still 
thought it a pity that his Highness had acted so hastily, and { feared. that the 
simultaneous conclusion of a Russian Loan and of a Commercial Trenty with Russin, 
entailing a high duty on our principal Indian import, would produce, however I might 
explain it, an unfortunate effect in Eugland, As regarded the loan, the whole question 
was what were the conditions. I quite agreed that if the Russians were ready to grant 
it unconditionally it was intelligible and natural that Persia should prefer to horeow from 
them at a low rate of interest ratlier than at a higher rate from the Imperial Bank. 
But was his Highness in a position to assure me that the Russian Loan would be made 
without conditions ? 

‘The Atabeg replied that the new loan would be made on the same conditions as the 
old one. The Shah hnd absolutely declined to accept any frosh ones, 

Taakodl if this meant that the ten Years’ period. during which Perkin wns preeladed 
from contracting a foreign loan, except in Russia, would redate from the conclusion of 
the new loan, If so, this was practically a very important new condition, It would 
prolong for another two years the exclusive right of Russia to lend Persia money, and 

0 tanto the present disturbance of that equilibrium and equality of rights and influence 

tween England and Russia which he professed to regard as a fundamental principle of 
his country’s foreign policy. I need not say how objectionable and dangerous this con 
dition was from a Persian point of view: His Highness must realize as acutely as 1 did 
that it was fraught with the gravest danger to Persian inlependence. 

‘he Atabeg replied that he quite saw this, He would do his very best to get the 
Russians to treat the new loan axa rotrospective addition to the old one, and nob 
extend the term of their exclusive rights in regard to foreign loans. 

T said that I should doubtless soon hear from your Lordship, and as soon as I dil 
so should ask him to let me see him again, Meanwhile, as the Shah had evidently 
misconceived to some extent the real terms of the message I had given to his Highness 
on the 19th instant, T would send him a summary of my views in writing, for com- 
munication to His Majesty. [accordingly drew up to-day the letter, of which a copy 
is inclosed herewith, and am sending it to him to-morrow. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


[2695] u 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 79. 
‘Message from the Shah to the Atabeg-i-Azam. 


YOU know to what extent the Government is short of money fo 
sxpeuses of which you are well informed, Why do you not take steps 
Joan, whieh is not on a large scale, and which is not to have any condi 
former ones? You should not pay attention to the few sons of burn 
intxisuers who, though informed of the state of affairs, do not act justly 
T hear that there are people who believe the bazaar gossip, You must make these 
people understand the situation. T lear these people say that in my last year's jou 
Thought considerable quantities of different ar You know best whit we bou 
heeause you bought the things yourself, and it was you who paid the money, Ifour suite 
t large quantities of goods for trade it has heen with their own nioncy, and 


the necessary 













hus nothing 


to do with us, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 79. 
‘The Grand Vizier to Sir A. Hardinge. 


NAWAB (ABBAS KULE KHAN) communicated to me your 1 
tt before fis Imperial Majesty the Shah, who has ordered me to del 
message to you 

Your Uxcolleney firstly states that the steps taken 
with the loan question have heen displeasing to you, We do not see why your Bxeelleney 
should be angry with our Grand Vizier, who only carries out our orers in eonneetion 
With the political aifuirs of our country, and we do not see why you should congeive that 
our Grund Vizier takes such steps without our knowledge, 

Secondly, we do not. understand why your Excellency should be offended on a 
ofa small loan whieh we want to raise forthe benefit of improving our kingdom, "The 
Won! “protest.” is out of place, because an independent State bas the right of raising 
foreigu loan sulllcient for finanefal and internal reforms, andl the payment of its debts by 
degrees, Tf we want to make a foreign loan of 10,000,000 to 12,000,000 tomans (about 
1,000,0004), i cannot be of great importance or significance when compared with the 
revenues of this country, so as to afford any ground for such representations, No one 
has foreed us, but we are hound to make this loan for the interests of the country, 

‘Thirdly, with regard to the new commercial tariff and the inerease of duty on tea, 
we were very much surprised, If a country wishes, for the benefit of trade and for 
the inerease of its revenues, to take certain steps like those taken hy other Powers, we do 
not so why a foreign State, which professes to he our friend, and which wishes to/see us 
progress, should inake a protest. With reward to your statement that British eommerc 
Interests must not he sierificed to those of Russia, we may say that this now tariff treats 
all foreign nations, Russian, Buglish, French, German, Se, equally and. alike, and. the 
Russians will not py less duty: than other nations. 

tis desirable that your Ixveileney should explain these facts to your Go 
pel ny doubts which they may entertain, because we are making refort 
mable disadvantage to the British Government, 


message, which L 
iver the following 











ur Grand Vizier in connection 
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ernment, 
without 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 79. 


Sir. Hardinge to the Grand Vizier. 
Your Highness, 


September 22, 1901. 
TWOULD ask you to convey 


my respectful thanks to His Majesty the Shah for the 
message addressed to inyself personally, which His Majesty was pleased to send me 
through your Highness, aud in which he assured me that no conditions additional to those 
of the last Russian Loan would he accepted by him in respect of the new loan which he hae 
ordered you to raise in Russia, I have lost no time in telegraphing this assurance to my 
Government. 

1 would beg your Highuess to explain to His Imperial Majesty that i 
which I sent your Highness yesterday I did not stato, as His Majesty 
been led to suppose, that T was « 




















the message 
seems to have 
angry" with you on decount of the loan, nor did L 
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i i An e: i h as the 
« ” against the increase of the duties upon tea. An expression sucl 

forces woul be inconsistent with the respect which T ome to His Majesty and to any 

Minister engaged in executing his royal orders; nor am T as yet authorized to mal 
eaeets ff. What I wished to convey was that the rapid decision to 
you had repeatedly assured me that one was not 
Ireeeived from you on ‘Thursday that 
y's Government bad had time 
































we ght to complai ‘ ; 
oe canavts the fait iy Government hays Almaye object tan irons of daty 
incipal Indian import, namely, tea, and I have, as your Hihness knows, 
Proated occasions explained this to M.Naus, whom your Highness authorized to dixeuss 
The new Treaty with me. My Government still think, notwithstanding the explanations 
ony ‘Naus which I have sent home, that if tea is highly pei an Te es 
ria in India must necessarily, to some extent, decrease, and, considering that Brit 
fae Seer iy twosthinds of the entire foreign trade of Peni, they regan ie 
y 1d in accordance with the friendship existing between the two Ex 
Pa Teas tnoald bo consult before important changes of this kind, affecting tho a 
Introduced in virtue of an arrangement with a third Power, whose interests are entirely 
jy mre ae re ‘i 
canal ure tage i His Majesty wll. deta to ive is consideration to, pas 
rill eeoignize that the representations which { have made to. your Highness, 
Be Eyres aesete ou, wore tured 9 C6 ot st friendship to yourself and 
Per ly consistent with my duty to my Governmen 
Te eeu. Highges wen good euoagh to-promive jae Cnt, you would endeavour, to 
insure that the new loan should not ental the extension for another two years of the 
ondition so detrimental to the dignity and interest of Persia, by which His Majesty ie 
Shalis only allowed to borrow money from he Russians, and is forbidden to raise the 
smallest foreign loan elsewhere, The cancelling of this condition would be an advantage 
worth the payment of a high rate of interest, and 1 sincerely trust that your Highness 
efforts may succeed in preventing its ext eet for ay art eri a to yous 
i or grave dangers which it involves, es 
T nce aor deh oni rare nei) ARTHUR U, HARDINGE, 




































































No. 80, 








Si 


ene Gulhek, September 28, 1901. 
My Lord, ; Gulhes September 29, 1901, 
AVE had the honour to receive sour Lordship's despatch No, 66 0 
ini iatant aries the Agreement etween the Fuphtales and gris Steam 
Navigation Company and the Bakhtiari Chiefs for the maintenance of the 
SE ee oght it best to convey the intimation desired by the Company through 
His Majesty's Consl-General at Tspahan, to, whom T have sent the conrespontenee 
inclosed in your Lordship's despateh under reply, and who is intimately acquainted wil 
the whole past history of these transactions, 


ir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdoinne.—(Received Nowember 2,) 








1 have, &e. 
(Gigued) ARTHUR 1. HARDINGE. 








No, 81, 





Sir 4. Hardinge to the Morquess of Lansdowne. — (Received November 2.) 
we? Gulahek, October 5, 1901, 
1 ASKED my Russian colleague to-day whether the rumours of a conclusion of a 





fresh Rassian loan’ 





the Persiay Governncut had any foundation, ob ierving that they 
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had become of late very frequent and persistent, and that our Consul-General at Ispahan 
had hear! from a person professing to derive his information from the Russian Consulate 
that such a loan had been actually concluded. 

M. Argyropulo said the question had been talked of (on cx w parlé), but that 
nothing had been decided. He gave me his assurance that no negotiations were in 
progress, and that he had not even written to St. Petersburgh ou the subject, This 
Intter statement would, of course, be quite consistent with the’ conveyance of the Grand 
Vizier’s demands to M. de Witte either through M. Grube, as head of the Russian ban 
6F through M. Goluboft, who, as an ofcal of the Ministry of Finance, would be a aeteral 
and appropriate channel, 

Tsaid Thad heard the idea suggested that the grant of fresli financial assistance 
by Russia to Persia might depend on the attitude of the Persian Government. towards 
the Russian requirements in the matter of tariff revision, and that if this were the case 
the lean question would interest us very directly, in view of the importanice to our trade 
of the incidence of the new duties, “especially those on tea, The Russian Minister 
replied that there was no connection between the two questions. The new tariff was 
helng dealt with separately without any: reference to, or bearing on, a loan; and he 
then went on to argue that it would benefit not Russia only, but all the other Powers, 
who would profit by it equally with her, citing specially the abolition of rahd 
export duties, Me added that it was Russia’s policy to strengthen Persia and to i 
and develop her resources, Janguage which, I believe, from the Grand Vizier 
account to me of his interview with him, he also held, with perfect gravity, to his 
Highness, 

I said T thought we must all fecl interested in preventing a collapse oF g 
crisis in Persia at the present juncture, As regarded the loan, Count Lamsdorif’ had 
recently held language very similar to his own to. His Majesty's Chargé @’Aflaires at 
St. Petersburgh, and I should not have troubled hin with inquiries on the matter but 
for the subsequent revival of reports here, which [had felt T ought not to treat with 
absolute indifference, 

I havo, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. WARDINGE, 





No. 82. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received November 2.) 


(No, 152,) 
My Lord, Gulhek, October 8, 1901. 

THE Persian official Gazette “Iran” has published in its last issue a lengthy 
itatement in reply to the revolutionary pamphlets, specimens of which had the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship in, previous despatches, This statement, of which I have 
the honour to inclose a translation, may be regarded as an inspired defence of its own 
policy addressed by the Persian Government to the people. Your Lordship will observe 
that it insinuates, without sayings so in so many words, that the financial condition of 
Porsia is thoroughly sutistuctory, and it is evidently intended to convey the impression 
that no fresh Russian loan is really contemplated, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Tnelosure in No. $2, 


Extract from the “ fran” of September 26, 1901. 
(Zransiation,) 
SOME. of the European newspapers write articles representing the late excitement 
of the people against the Government. les are based on incorrect informnation 
received from Tehran and the Court of Per 


uuitte inforwation, should have trusted in untrue and b 
y, in order to dispel any doubts from the minds o} 
Drother journalists, that we should explain the true state of the ease. 


In ‘every age, country, aud nation there are intriguers and ignorant persons sho 
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beholding what is good believe it to he evil, and who, though they themselves can do 
good to no one, still criticises the good deeds of statesmen. ‘They are envious, and 
Seck to sow the <eeds of discord in order to bring about rebellions and thus attain their 
own wicked ends. fines Eat 

If seriously considered it is easy to see that all this arises from their own indolence, 
their ignorance of the blessings enjoyed by them, and their lack of gratitude for the 
benevolence shown to them, far beyond their deserts, by the Government. , 

For some time past seditious publications by unknown authors, attacking the 
Government and displaying discontent with the present Administration, were found in 
the streets and in houses, but these documents seemed at first too insixnifieant to merit 
notice, and the Persian Government did not therefore attempt to discover their authors, 
Later on, however, these contemptible pamphlets grew most numerous, assumed a more 
serious character, and found their way through the aforesaid fow intriguers into) the 
European press, so that the matter became of importance, 

The police were directed to finil the authors of these papers, and a few weeks ago, 
thanks to the good fortune of His Imperial Majesty (may the blessing of God be: upon 

1¢ of these intrigners were detecte: proved t rriters of these 
seditious publications were merely jealons ill-wishers to men of patriotisin, and if 
examined hy reasonable persons and asked whether they had any ill-treatment 10 
complain of they could only reply in the negative, and when convicted east dows their 
shameful heads, , 

Within a few days several of these men, who were worthy of punishment, we 
deported from the capital, the Persian Government taking no severer measur 
against them, The evil was thus removed, and respectable persons once more enjoyed 
tranquillity 

Some time ago the customs were placed on an uniform d por cent. aystem (jy 
for Persians and foreigners alike), and the rahdari and other tases were abolished 
throughout Persia. ‘The money received by the ‘Treasury on avconnt of rahdari, & 
amounted to #,000,000 tomans a-yenr, bit there is no doubt that the farmers of ‘the: 
dues used to collect ten times as much from the people by force, and thus cause great 
loss to merchants and to the State, In accordance with Regulations published in the 
offi) “Gazette” these raliari dues, amounting to. large sum, wero sept aay 
by the Persian Government for the benefit of its subjects, and they are still giving 
it thanks for the benevolent measure, which is one of the reforms of the present 
reign, 

It is astonishing that this good action on the part of the Government. should 
have been misrepresented by the foreign press by ilbilisposed persons who allexe 
that the Persian Government is imposing a new tax, and thus rendering its subjects 

contented, and that newspapers should have begun to report this without trying to 
find out the truth. 

We must here 1 siderations, namely, the feelings of his people 
towards His Imperial Majesty the Shah, and His Majesty's own feclings: towards his 
subjects. As to the first, ‘one knows it to be a characteristic of the Persians thut 
from the first day of the dynasty’s foundation they have been devoted to their 

x Ned ev ancient tines, when, although they sullered 
‘oppression at the hands of their princes, they nexer faltered in thelr affection tor them, 
and would not disobey their commands, deeming this a part of their religion, and 
desiring nothing but the absolute power of their King, who was the rightful heir to the 
Crown and Throne, We could give many instances of this but our space will not allow 
us to do so, ; 

As to the second point, we have on many occasions written of the benevolence 
displayed towards his subjects by His Most Gracious Majesty from the first day of his 
accession tothe Throne, We again embrace the opportunity of enumerating tho reforms 
introduced hy His Majesty in this eountr 

On the first day of his reign, following the good example of his Jate Majesty of 

memory, he abolished the taxes on the slaugliter-houses and. bakeries, and an 
0 this effect was issued, 
ethen His Majesty has invariably been most respectful to the Ulema and 
flescendants of the Propet, and has bestowed on them presents and anade provision for 
em, 

Large sums under the name of presents and subyentions have been granted to 
national schools and colleges, established during his reign for the education of the 
children of his subjects, 

{2695} x 





About 5,000,000 tomans have been given by His Majesty for the relief of the 
sufferers from famine, caused by drought during the last two or three years. 

For some years, on account of the falling off of revenue and inerease in expen- 
diture, the officials had not received their salaries, and no improvement of this situation 
could be effected without a considerable loan. Subject, therefore, to easy conditions, 
which were published in the official “Gazette” two years ago, a sum was borrowed 
sufficient to cover the earlier loans and to meet the expenses of the Government. The 
arrears of pay due to the army and public servants, as well as the former debt, were 
paid off, and a portion of the customs revenue, without any injurious conditions, was set 
aside for the repayment of this loan, It is payable in seventy years, and up to the 
present its coupons have been regularly paid, 

During the last two or three years the customs of Persia have been placed under 
proper administration and their revenues have been considerably increased. ‘The 
annual receipts from customs equal 25,000,000 tomans, out of which a sum of 
6,000,000 tomans is assigned every year to the payment of the loan and the balance is 
received by the Government. Under these circumstances the loan, which has been the 
means of ameliorating the condition of the country, is as though it had never been 
contracted. 

How ignorant must those persons be who fail to appreciate these blessings and 
eyinee no gratitude for ther 

‘As to His Majesty’s journey to Europe, though its purpose was the improvement 
of his health, yet its real objects were the establishment of amity with the great 
frienilly Powers and the procuring of means for the development by foreign aid of our 
national resources, ‘The machinery: purchased by His Majesty for printing, for supplying 
{he warts of the Royal Arsenal, aud for perfecting our war Material of different Kinds 
is a proof of this, 

His Majesty has engaged and brought to Persia experts for various public 
departments. One of these is M. Naus, under whose administration the customs 
revenue of Persia is greatly inereased. His Majesty has brought here another official to 
manage tho finances, and an eugineer for making roads. This engineer has been sent to 
inspect different districts, and the road from the frontier of Azerbaijan, at Julfa to 
‘Vabreez and on to Tehran, has practically now been begun. Another engineer, with the 
employés requisite for the construction of the Alwaz dam, will be shortly sent to 
estimate the cost of its construction, and, please God, this work will shortly commence. 

Since the year 1288 there it in the Persian Budget owing to dearth 
and tho damage eaused by famino, and the expenditure and revenue of the country do 
not balance. "To our knowledge steps have now h ken to reform the finance, 
halatice revenue and expenditure, and 

Tnasmuch as all these sacred 
into execution by his Highness 
apprecittes his honest, services. and is greatly satisfied with him. ‘The choi js 
personae hy His late Majesty hus borne oxcellent fruit in the service of His present 
Tmporial Majesty: (nay: God. protect his kingdom), 

In truth this great and perfect statesman, who combines wisdom with onesty, has 
now added the experience gained by him duriyg the six years of the present Sha 
reign to that which ie had previously acquired i ot His late Majesty 
experience he now utilizes id considerate master, 
trust whieh our lite Sovereign repose 
present most gracious Majesty, 





N 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Reevived November 2.) 


(No. 158.) 
My Lond, Gulahek, October 10, 1901. 
1 HAVE the honour to reptt that the Hakim-ul-Mulk has resigned his post of 
F the Mint. 
His Excelleney hay given me to understand that the Atabeg-i-Azain represented 
{o the Shahi that tiie continuance of Mr, Maclean in his post of Administrator of th 
Mint yas a cause of offenge to the Russian Legation, and was delaying the conclusion 
of the new Russian Loan, the Russian Government being unwilling to assist Persia 
linangially so long as an Englishman remained master of the Mi 


The Hakim-ul-Mulk was at the same time urged by the Grand Vizier’s friends to 
save himself by dismissing Mr. Maclean, His Highness hoping by this means to create 
ill-feeling between him and this Legation. i 

We refused to do this, but told the Shah that he was prepared to resign, not 
only the Mint, but all his offices at Court, and to withdraw either to Meshed or to 
Europe. 

"The Shah accepted his resignation of the Mint, in deference to the representations 
of the Grand Vizier, but insisted on his remaining Minister of the Royal House- 
hold and Chief Physician to His Majesty, saying he could not consent to part with 
hi 

His Majesty at the same time told the Atabeg-i-Azam that he was getting weary 
of these perpetual attacks on the Hakim-ul-Mulk, and demands, on political grounds, for 
the removal of servants to whom he was attacked, and that they must now cease, on pain 
of his displeasure, ‘ 

Tt is uncertain who will le the new Minister of the Mint, he Grand Vizier 
may, perhaps, add this to his other Departments, though { hear he talks of putting 
M. Engels, the Belgian Financial Adviser, in charge of it. But. intrigues to dislodge 
Mr. Maclean, whose appointment has given umbrage to the Russian Legation, will, 
doubtless, ere long, if not immediately, commence. I have promised him all the support 
in my power. 


Thaye, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDING, 





No. 84, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansitowne.—(Received November 2.) 


(No. 154, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Gulahek, October 13, 1901, 
TTTAVE the honour to transmit herewith, referenee to my teleyrain of 
to-day's date, and to my despatch No. 146 of the 23rd ultimo, copies of correspondence 
between His Majesty's ConsulsGenerel at Isfahan and myself on the subject. of the 
Bakhtiari Road Agreement. 
‘The important Articles in this Agreement as bearing upon the present controversy 
are 2.and 3, ‘They run as follows:=— 
“Article 2, ‘Phe concessionaties agree to pay Messrs. Lynch Brothers G per cent. 
anu on their outlay, and to repay the capital sum in the course of twenty-five 
annual instalments of 1,100 tomans, with the proviso that during the first and 
secoud years commencing from the date of the siganture of this A to payments 
Whether on account of interest or of instalments shall be mac first interest anil 
first instalment shall be paid at the end of the third year v aforesaid 
date, 
‘ubsequently the interest and instalments shall be paid at the 
af, the interest being calculated on the balance of capital alter the deduction of insta 
account of cap 
yinonts of interest and instalments of capital to be made to Messrs, Lynch 
Brothers at Alwas 
* Article 3. The coneessionaries agree to intrust the whole of the work of adapting 
existing ways or tracks for caravans and of the formation of diversions and of construction 
whother of bridges or caravanserais or in any way in connection with the road to 
Messis. Lynch Brothers, who on their part ugeee to carry our the following works as soon 
ais practicable after the signature of this Agreement: nainely, to place an iron bridge over 
the Kurun at Godar-i-Bulatak, to build a bridge at Pul-i-Amarat, to clear the present 
track of boulders wherever Messrs, Lynch Brothers deem it necessary or expedient, and to 
duild caravanserais and temporary or other residences for engineers or workpeople at such 
joints as they (Messrs, Lynch Brothers) may consider necessary for present exigencies. 
Lynch Brothers undertake to execute the works aforesaid for a sum not 
5001. and itis understood that the terms of the Concession granted to the 
cconcessionaries by the Persian Goveroment have been complied with when they have been 
executed, Should it be deemed expedient at any time by the concessionaries and 
Messrs. Lynch Brothers to spend more capital as by converting or adapting any road trom 
@ caravan into a cart-road, increasing the number of caravanserais, or in auy other 
manner, Messrs. Lyneh Brothers are to have the right to advance the eapitat and eirry’ out 
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the construction upon the terms as neatly as practicable as those hereinbefore agreed 
upon, All details of construction of bridges or caravanserais or in connection with the 
road shall be left to the discretion of Messrs. Lynch Brothers. ‘The number, 
locality of the caravanserais shall also be left entirely to their option.”” 

T'do not think that Article 8 is so explicit as to oblige His. M 
espouse the interpretation apparently placed upon it by Messrs, Lyne! 


August, 
defer any answer until alter the visit to the Karun and Moh 
contemplated paying this antunin 

Unfortunately, the state of affuirs in Tebran is such that Tam unwilling to leave the 
capital at present, " With a fresh Russian loan impending, with the new Commercial 
‘Treaty hetween Russia and Persia still unsettled, and with the possibility: that. political 

ons gravely affecting our interests may be attached to one or the other, Ido not 
consider that { should be justified in starting just now fora tour to the south, 
however useful aud instructive it might bes and unless T leave the next fortuight, 
the advent of winter may render my journey dificult. ‘Though T aay belore Christmas 
manage to get to Isfahan and ste the Zilses-Sultan and the Bakhtiari Chiefs, my 
wider programme, including the Karun and Mohammerah, will, J fear, have to wait for 
the spring. 

Under these circumstances, 1 do not feel that T could give your Lordship any better 
advice than you could obtain from experts in London as to the questien of inereasing 
Messrs, Lynch's subsidy. Much depends upon how fav His Majesty’s Government si 
believe it possible to continue our old policy in Persia. My own opinion is that unless 
they are prepared in soine form or other to afford financial assistance to the Central 
Government at Tehran, such ax Lhave had the houour, + fap without success, to recom 
mond, the preservation of Persia's political independence is, or way bx Y 
threatened in the near future that the task of bolstering up British eo:inercial interests in 
the south of country over whose Government our influence must steadily decline will 
prove a dificult and ungrateful one, 

My natural inclination (supposing the political situition unchanged to our dise 
adyantige) would be to inerease the subsidy to its original amount, on the understand 
that: Messts, Lynch Brothers were prepared to merge their undertaking: on the Karun in a 
Jarger scheme i which they would become partners for developing the Imperial Bank's 
Road Concession from the Karun to Soltwnabad, and that « jottion of the subsid 
granted would he applied to the improvement of the road hotween thnt viver and Ceatral 
Persia 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 84. 
ConsuleGeneral Preece to Sir A. Hardinge, 


(Wolegraphic,) Isfahan, October 7, 1901, 

WITH reference to your despatch No, 15 of eptembei 

On receipt 1 sent to Bakhtiar Unfortunately, ‘Taylor, Lyi 
Manager, had left before it arrived, He tells me he failed to get written definite answer 
to his request for payment of instalments and interest of whole amount expended on the 
road, but they promised to pay within two months from 6,000 to 10,000 tomans, 
He telegraphed this to Lynch aud got reply: “Collect 3/25 of 8,500, plus interest, 
and obtiin from Khans written promise to pay this sum within two months; otherwi 
make preparations immediately to take control of tolls. Claim assistance Legation 
necessary, aud do not leave country before coneluded."” 

He asks whether he ean count upon support of Legation if he takes steps in 
accordance with his instructions. 

1 would respectfully point out that, according to my reading of Agreement fowarded 
to Lord Salisbury by Mr. C, Hardinge (despatch No. 34 of the 28th February, 1898), 
Lynch is only entitled to claitn 1,100 tomans, plus interest on 5,500/, 1 am iiformed 
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are not inclined to accede to acknowledgment of extra 3,000/, but inay 
wrding ta success of road, 


Yonfidential.. = F 
Sateen judge from talks with ‘Taylor, Lynch is taking up this attitude to 
force Government's hand in Karan question, whence they have decided to withdraw their 
steamers if no satisfactory arrangement is come to as regards a permanent subsidy, 
Orders for withdrawal on the 31st December have been given, On the other hand, 
Bakhtiari Chiefs are angry at Lynch for having addressed Legation on. the subject, and say 

not asked for till now; also they think iu making the road and aiding. us they 
d themselves in a false position towards their Government, and that hitherto 
they have enjoyed quietness; now, owing to road, they are being harassed hy. thei 
Goveroment at instigation of Russian Minister, 
Bakhtiaris went into this question to obtain support and assistance of His Majes 
Government. If we press them on what they consider iNegitimate claim of Lynch's, we 
should certainly alienate them. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 84, 


ir A. Hardinye to Consul-General Preece, 
(No. 15.) at 
(Telegraphic.) October 8, 1901, 
YOUR telegram of yesterday. 
Togree with your reading of Road Agreement, and should not be disposed to support 
Messis, Lynch's eluim without definite instructions from London, 





No. 85. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansiowne—(Received November 2 


‘tad ‘Piltran, October V5, 1901, 
[HAVE the honour to repor ontinnation of my despatch No, 158, that om 

the 10th instant M. Eng nancial Adviser of the Persian Governm 
officially informed Mr, Mactean that he had been appointed Administrator of the Mint, 
and asked him to eall on him on the 13th and band over various papers connected with 

that institution, 

1 advised Mr. Maclean to treat M. Engels with the utmost courlogy, to work 
cordially with and under him 9 Tong as it was possible, and thus to defeat the iutriguers, 
[imagined would endeavour to promote diseord between thom so us to. force, 
Maclean into resigning, [ believed this would be all the easier, as M, Bugole 
ming laborious official, unlikely of his own accord to lend himselt to 
sierday morning Mr, Maclean called on M. Enyels, who finmediately handed him 
the letter of distnissal from the Grand Vizier, of which 1 have the honour to inclose a 
translation herewith, Mr. Maclean accompanied him to the Mint, where the firmau, of 
T have the honour to inelose x translation, was read out by M. Engels, and charge 
formaily taken over by him, M, Engels at the same time informed Mr, Maclean that it 


politica) questio 
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menv’s views and tendeneies in the domain of foreign policy, and that the least I had a 
right to expect was that, if a change of this kind had to be made, it should be carried 
‘out in a tactful and considerate manner. ‘The Shah would not dream, though he had 
the abstract right to do so, of dismissing a Russian Cossack officer from the Persian army 
in such fashion 

His Highness declared that Russia had nothing to do with the change in question, 
Tt was due to the unsatisfactory state of the eoinage of which merchants had complained, 
‘and which liad led the Persian Government, after mature consideration, to place the Mint 
tumnder the sole control of the financial expert whom it had brought from Belgium for the 
special purpose of reorganizing the Persian finances, His Highness admitted, however, 
that the Russian Bank and Russian Legation had both complained of the number of 
cracked coins in circulation, and that samples of them had been sent him by 
M, Argyropoulo, He also showed me a representation on the subject from Persian 
inerchants, which Ehaye little doubt was paid for with Russian money. He added that 
he did not blame Mr. Maclean for all this, but the late Minister of the Mint, that he 
intended giving him an equally high and well-paid post in another branch of the Persian 
‘Administration, and in the meantime offering him a decoration, to which I replied 
that T did not know what Mr, Maclean's own feelings about a Persian decoration might 
be, but that if he consulted me T should certainly, under the circumstances, advise him 
to decline one. 

His Highness assured me, as I had expected, that if he had known that I would 
take the maiter so much to heart he would have conferred with me about it before, but 
that it had been settled in the Shah's camp at Surkhassar, and that since then he had 
hind fever, and had been unable to make an appointment with me. He said he hoped 
these explanations would satisfy me. Tmade no reply and changed the subject. 

‘M. Naus inferred to Mr, Rabino that Mr, Maclean's dismissal was the price paid to 
Russin for the withdrawal of the demand made by her in June last, and reported in my 
despatch No, 23, Commercial, of the 7th July, for Russian officials in the Persian 
Customs, but emphatically denied the rumour a8 to the monopoly of the minting to be 
granted to the Banque de 
‘in inquiry on the latter poi 
seen M, Grube for some ti 
suspect that M. Ei 

gement which M. de Witte may have author 
Persian Government in connection with the loan negotiations, but which has, e 
accapted in principle by the Atabog-i-Azam, not yet been formally concluded. Under 
these circumstances 1 thought it better to say nothing on the subject at my to-day's 
interview with His Highness. 

T have the honour to transmit herewith copy of Memorandum by Mr, Rabin on 
the probable effect of this reported new arrangement upon the Imperial Bank of 
Porsin. 

T may add that the Maheg-i-Azam, in the conse of the conversation reported 
above, recutred to his desite for financial assistance from England, and asked whether 1 
had received any reply to his request for it made nearly a wo, Lsaid that L 
ad boon, in communication with your Lordship, but that other Ministers 
iments would have to be consulted; that duting the present holiday s 
Hitenlt to, wet them together for the purpose, and that the whole question, as Lis 
Highness knox, was beset with complications and difficulties arising out of the Russi 
Hoan contract. Ladded that an essential in of such ssistance was confidence on 
the part of His Majesty's Government in the sincerity of Persin's friendship, and that 
thateonfdence was hardly likely to be strengthened by such incilents as that whieh bad 
formed. the main subject of our interview. He replied with the usual protestations of 
voodwill and of regret that his policy was misunderstood. 

he Buropeans here are unanimous in regarding Mr n's treatment 
moral vietory for Russia aud a check to us, and as ind the Grand 
financial necessities have omy i Tn an Europ 
country ib would by itself be of no. particular importa 
Persia, where the personal clement plays so large # part, it cannot fail to produce a sereat 
effect, and it is for this reason that f have taken it up strongly. 

Thave, 
(Signed) 


P.S. October 17,—Since this despatch was written the Grand Vi 
saye appearances, las olfered Mr. Maclean a new nominal post as ** Di 


Roads and Communieations.”” As tliere are no roads in Persia worth the name except 
those worked by foreign Companies, I shall advise Mr. Maclean to decline it, and 
Gemand the pay due to him under his contract as Master of the Mint, In the 
fneantime [ ain informing him that your Lordship has sanctioned his appointment 
ponding further arrangements, which I hope to make for him as honorary Attaché to this 


Legation. 
A. H, HL 


Inclosure 1 in No. 85, 
‘Translation of Letter from Grand Vizier to Mr. Maclean. 


AS His Imperial Majesty the Shah has decided to appoint M. Engels Mudir and 
Master of the Imperial Mint, and the said M. Engels has been invested with this post, 
and in these circumstances it is not possible that there be two Mudirs in one mint, 
therefore | inform you that the Government is forced to release you from your duties as 
Master of the Mint, held in terms of a contract dated the 2ist February, 1901, In 
consequence, T write to you that you give over to M. Engels all accounts, documents, 
fnd information regarding the Mint. After the transfer has been effected in due order, 
fand you have passed all the accounts, &., of the Mint to M, Engels, I shall then take 
into consideration, whenever it may be possible, to give you some other appointinent, 

it is not possible that I give you another appointment, then an 
th you regarding the remaining term of your contract, such 
‘as shall not exceed the limits of equity. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 85. 


‘Translation of Firman appointing M. Engels 


TIS Imperial Majesty. the Shab, in consequence of the resignation of the Vazir 
Darbar of the post of Vazir of the Mint, finds it necessary to appoint an honest and. 
trustworthy person to be Mudir and Master of the Mint, and consequently names and 
appoints MI. Chatles Engels to be Mudit and Master of the Tinperial Mint, 


———————— 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 85. 
Memorandum on the Mintage of Silver in Persia. 


‘THE rumour that the Banque de Préts would be granted the exclusive right of 
minting silver, or that, would he entered into having « similar result, points to 
ibility of the Imperial Bank of Persia receiving a blow which would seriously 
continuance. 
1g entirely on one side the large items of profit mai import of silver, 
the abscnee of which would make our dividends precarious, the free mintage of silver 
is the essential condition for the maintenance of our note circulation. 

For the last thirty or forty years there bas been normally a dearth. some 
cases amounting to the almost total absence of currency. 

"the Mint for many years has been in so deplorable a condition that its output is 
very slight, varying from 200,001. to S00,0004., but rarely exceeding 500,001, or 
00,0004. 

This annual production of coin is dispatched to the northern provinces of 
Averhaijan, Ghilan, and Khorasan, and disappears as soon as it is put in circulation, 
hotnithstanding the fact that the Russian Government has prohibited the import, of 

n silver into Transeaspin. 

From these considerations it is clear that the first duty of a Bank in Persia and 
n fortiori of & Baul Issue isto hold and maintain a sufficient stock of silver coin to: 

jiply the wants of tie public, notwithstanding the constant drain of its Treasury. 

Iv is sltevident that the, only means of replenishing the Bank ‘Treastiry is to 
import and coin silver. 
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zrant a monopoly of cofage fo the Banque de Préts would virtually make that 
establishment the State Bank, render the Imperial Bank of Persia depenient for its 
coin upon its Russian competitor, and thus make its maintenance, perhaps even it 
existence, doubtful. 
Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, 
October 15, 1901. 





No, 86. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lane lowne—(Received November 


(No. 15 
My Lord, Tehran, October 17, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to report, with reference to your Londship’s despatch No. 
of the 27th August, that [ have asked Major Napier's opinion on the suggestion 
mentioned in its concluding paragraph, and E now inclose a Memorandum on the subject 

T cannot say that 1 feel very eager, personally, about spending money on attaching 
military officers to Southern Persian Consulates, ‘It might, uo doubt, be an advantage 
to have such an officer attached to the Residency at Bushite, who could represent His 
Majesty's Government at Shiraz instead of tho present native Avent ; but at places like 
Ispahan, Mubammrah, or Bunder Abbas 1 hardly sce that an Indian Subaltern attached 
to tle Consulate would do much good, and if we are to spend: money in Persia as a 
means to showing our continued interest in the country, there are many more useful 
ways of sponding it, 

Tentively concur in what Colonel Kemball says abont My. Aglionby, of whom T 
saw something during his stay, and to whom T show the civil ny power as 
the hearer of a letter of introiluction from the Right Honourable James Lowther, MP. 

Me struck me asa well-meaning’ but not very well informed aud entirely common- 
place British tourist, and I should attach little or no value to the impressions as to the 
useful i itish, or as to the extent and nature of our political 
influence derived by him from a flying visit to one or two of the ehief cities of Persi 

With regard to Hyder Ali Khan, my personal acquaintance with him is too 

justify me in expressing a strong opinion, but T should say that he is no better and 

no worsd than any Persian gentleman of his elass whom we could employ to perform his 

Having regard to his long service aud that of his iunily, 1 should be 

to retire him before his time, especislly just now in view of revent incidents at 
Shitwz which {am reporting in a separate despatch, 

A good deal, as E have pointed out in previous despatches, depenils upon the action 
Of Russia in Southern Persia, So far she has merely sent @ Vice-Consil to Bushi 
who Tas recently arrived there, and she is just now xo busy it attempts to rivet hier 
on the Central Government at Vehran that it hardly looks as if she were going for th 
present to puniue a pushing policy in the south, 

The wunost C would tierefore recommend, and that not gent or pressing 
necessity, would be the attaching to the Bushire Resideney of an Indian subaltern who 
could bé deputed for more or less long terms to represent British interests (ivithout 
formally supersoiing the present native Agent) at Shiraz, and would lable to 
proceed from time to time at the Resident’ discretion to such points on the Gulf or 
Mektan frontior as might require the presence of, ur report by, a British officer, 

Thaye, Se. 
med) ARTHUR Hl. HARDINGE, 


Inclosure in No. 86. 
Major Napier to Sir A. Hardinge. 


Sir, Tehran, October 16, 1901. 
REGARDING the suggestion made in Government of India letter, dated the 
24th Juno to the British Avent, Persion Gulf, of attaching one or tno young military 
officers to our Consulates in Southern Persia, I think the sehome is an admirable one. 
I would suggest that if the object is not merely to supply waiting men for future 
Consulate posts in Persia, but rather for giving India a supply’ of young officers with a 
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practical knowledge of modern Persian and acquaintance with the country—preference 
should be given to officers who have some practical knowledge of the working of the 
Commissariat or Quartermaster-General Department in the Field. ‘The question of 
water and iocal supplies actually obtainable is more important than geography in recon- 
naissauce in Persia at the stage we have reached. 

If the Government has this object in view it would be sufficient to send officers to 
Persia for one year only. 

If, however, these officers are intended for Consulate work in future, the length of 
time does not signify as a smaller number of men would be required and they would 
probably not return to military duty, 

In either case I would recommend officers being sent to the Consulates of Southern 
Persis 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) H, D, NAPIER, Major, 
Military ‘Attaché, 





No. 87. 
ir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 2.) 


(No. 158.) 
‘My Lor, Tehran, October 17, 1901, 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of correspondence on the subject of 
a recent incident at Shiraz, 

‘The Shoa-es-Sultanch is very violent and impulsive, and is, moreover, possessed with 

of his own importance, 1 believe, from what I hear from private sources, 

that Haider Ali Khan bas on several occasions given His Royal Highness legitimate 
offence by interfering, without adequate reasons, in the internal business of his administra 


Sultaneh had actually, threatened! the British Agent with 

urged the Persian Government to warn hin against any rash measure 
of the kind, and at the same time telegraphed myself to his confidential ialviser, recom 
‘men n, in the young Prince's own interests, to restrain him from committing any 
impr 

The incident has thus passed out of the acute stage, and I am awaiting » full 
report on it by post before making a fresh communication to the Persian Govern 
ment, 

1 propose, however, when the report reaches me, to leave the general settlement: 
of the matter in the hands of the Shab, and to ask His Majesty to give stich satis. 
faction to the British Agent as he would wish the King of England ¢o afford under similar 
circumstances to a Representative of his own Government, 

In the meantime the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, with whom 1 disenssed the question to-day, 
has promised to. draw up Regulations for the reception by Governors of Royal birth of 

ts of Persian nationality not in the Consular or Diplomatic services, on the 
general principle that though a Prince-Governor need not offer Agents of this rank a seat, 
he must in this ease himself receive them standing, and if he himself sits down, invite 
them to do so likewise, ‘Till now the British Agent was always allowed a chair by the 
Shoa-es-Sultaneh, and this cireus 


sh, to remove 
or pension off Haider Ali Khan, as such a step might be regarded by the Persians as a 
surrender to the Shoa-es-Sultanch, 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) "ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


[1695] 
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1 Octobre on a fait dire i Son Altesse qu’sn Agent du Gouvernement Britannique venait de 
Bouchir’ Shiraz, Ce Prince, par égard pour votre Excellence, a enveyé au devant de lui le 
Gouverneur de Ia ville avec un gedak et des cavaliers pour le recevoir, malgré que Varrivée 


‘Tnelosure 1 in No. 87. 

















Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Sir A. Hardinge. 





(No, 92.) de ce monsicur n’était pas annoneée oficiellement ni par votre Ministére des Affaires 
{itegephie) Bushire, October 6, 1901. Ftrangéres ni votre Excellence, et ni par le Consul-Général de Bouchir le 2 Octobre. 






dese rendre chez Son Altesse. Malgré que le Prince était 
encore indisposé mia donné ordre d’éerire une lettre A Mr, Davis en le priant de bien 
youloir se rendre chez lui A 11 heures du matin, Ce monsieur n'a pas pu ou il n’a pas 
Youlu se rendre chez Son Altesse & heure indiquée ci-dessus. Il avait alors de nouveau 
demandé an Prince de se rendre chez lui 2 heures de l'aprés-midi du méme jour. Le 
Prince malgré, qu'il nfavait pas le temps et qu’il était indisposé, avait aceepté de le 
recevoit. Mr. Davis se rend eliez le Prince accompagné duu Nawab. Le Prince le regoit avec 
beaucoup de Vamabilité ct lui indique une place. Mr, Davis en prenant place fait signe 
Nawab de s'asseoir. Le Prince dit alors que Nawab n'avait pas la permission de s'asseoir 
parce qu'il w’était pas présenté par aucune Administration comme Agent Anglais et qu'il 
Ine connaissait comme tel. AussitOt Me. Davis se releve et sort brusquement de chez 
Son Altesse. En effet, Nawab n'a jainais 6t6 présentéau Prince comme Agent Anglais, Les 
sujets Anglais ne s'adressent j 





FOLLOWING two telegrams have been received by me from Shiraz from my Firat 
Assistant, dated the Sth and 6th October respective 
telegram : 


















1 sent Nawab to Governor-General direetly T arrived on the 3rd to say I wished to 
have honoiir of calling and conveying Resident's compliments, Up to now he bas neither 
answered or made usual complimentary inquiries. I have written to say Tam bringing 
his discourtesy to your notice, for information of \ rer. He has been extremely rude to 
all Europeans in Shiraz. and to Nawab, and I think some notice should be taken.” 


































Seoond telegram: 








“Called on Prince-Governor to-day, Great discourtesy was shown to me first by 
servants, who declared they had no orders to receive me, although 1 came exactly at. time 
appointed by Prince himself, Secondly, after waiting some time the Prince appeared, and 
was s0 rude to the Nawab, who was with me, that T rose at once and left the Palace, Full 
report by post ; but I thivk strong protest should be made, both on account of rudeness to 
me and to protect Nawab, who will certainly suffer, Nothing has been omitted to show 
utmost discourtesy since I have been here. Nawab has just received news that Prince has 
{Gleariphed to Tehran sajing that onlers must Be sent to remove (Newob, otherwise be 
will arrest him and send him to Tehran, As Prince is young and headstrong, he may do 
some outrage unless restrained.” 








nais & lui, Du reste, votre Exeellence peut s'informer qu'il 
y @ a Shiraz un Agent du Gouvernement Russe et un autre du Gouvernement ‘Ture 
Gui ne sfasseyent jamais devant le Prince. Vous avez aussi un Agent & Kermanshah qui 
ne sassied pas devant Son Altesse Salar-ed-Dowleh, 

Votre Excellence doit parfaitement savoir quiavec V'intime amitié qui existe entre vous 
et Son Altesse il n'y aurait aucune raison que votre agent soit mal recu. L'ancien Directeur 
de Ia Banque de Shiraz, malgré quiil n’était, pas un employé du Gouvernement, a éué 
toujours recu avee beaucoup de Le Prince a été toujours trds bien disposé pour vos 
sujets du re 

Votre Excellence a di. voir que dernitrement le Prince a rendu un trds geand service 
A votre Gouvernement; je ne vois done aucune raison que Son Altesse cherche i vous dtre 
cable; Amon avis c'est In faute de Nawab qui, voulant s'asscoir, a intrigué Mr. Davis: 
ie ce quiilafiit,  Soyex persuadé, Excellence, que Son Altesse Tmpériale le Prince w 
fait jusqu’® présent tout son possible pour vous étre agréable, 






































Davis is an experienced and relinble officer, who has been a year and a-half in Per 
Prince's rudeness to him is inexplicable. 


















Inclosure 2 in No, 87. 


Nawab Ali Khan to Sir A. Hardinge, No. 88, 






















ir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—( Received November 2.) 





(Telegraphie.) Bn ela Shiraz, October 6, 1901, 

REGARDING the report that Mr. Davis telegraphed you, the Governor is trying to 
take me responsible for the affair, Last night a confidential servant of his came to me 
rand said that if men are sent to kill me or put me ona mule and send me out of Shiraz by 
night, what can the British Government do? If prompt steps are not taken for 1 
protection my life and property will be in danger. 








(No. 159.) 
My Lori, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the r 
of the 16th September instructing me to press for 

al Bank of Persi 
to suggest that it would be more politic for the Bank to postpone any 
reference to these claims until after the settlement of the loa question. {the Persian 
Government conclude the new loan with Russia all its debts to the Liperial Bank will 
probably be paid off out of the at transaction, but at the present. moment, 
‘when it is notoriously in financial straits and is appealing’ for assistanee both to the 
Bank and to His Majesty's Government it would scem more judicious in the interests 
of the former institution to avoid raising the question of old claims upon it, ‘The loan 
question will probably be deeided one way or another within the next month and 1 can 
thon give effect to your Lordship’s instructions, 
Thave, &e. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Tehran, October 17, 101 
jit of your Londship's despatch No, 69 
ettlement of outstanding claims: 

























Inclosure 8 in No. 87. 






















Sir 4. Hardinge lo Hayder Ali Khan, 








(Wetesraphie.) Shirus, October 7, 1901, 
TAM in communication with Persian Government respecting eontents of your 
telegram of yesterday, Your reply to any intimation of the kind should be that your 
respect for the Persian Royal Family forbids you to discuss possibility of a gross insult by 
‘one of its members to the King of England that you have referred matter to me, and that L 
ng itdiveot with the Ministers of the Shah, If Davisis still at Shiraz and can wait 
longer, it might be advisable for him to do so. 


























No. 89, 





0 (0 the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 2.) 











Inclosure 4 in No. 













Tehran, October V7, 1901. 
B the honour to inclose herewith the usual monthly summary of events here 
by Major Napier, 

The Court, Government, and Foreign Mivisters have all returned to the capital for 
the winter season. 


Mazagen-ed-Dowleh (Confidential Adviser of Shoa-es-Suitaneh) to Sir A. Hardinge. 





(@élégraphique.) Shiraz, le 12 Octobre, 1901. 
VOICI le rapport exact de ce qui est arrivé, Son Altesse le Prince a ét¢ derniérement 
gravement malade, Hy ad Chiraz un docteur Anglais qui est témoin de cette affiire. Le 
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‘The messenger from the south has not yet come in, having been detained in order to 
accompany the Indian guard for F y's Consulate-General at Ispahan, wh 
arrived on the 24th ultimo at Bushire, so that the Ispahian, Shiraz, aud Gulf d 
have not arrived in time for me to report any matte ferest contained in them. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR I, HARDIN 


Inclosure in No, 89, 
Monthly Summary up to October 16, 1901, 


‘Tehran.—Heavy rains fell for several days commencing on the 24th September, and 
thus put an end to an unusually hot and dry summer in which the want of water has been 
very much felt, 

Mr. Walton, M.P., and Mr, Savage Landor have been receut visitors to Tebran and 
were presented to the Shah on the occasion of His Imperial Majesty's birthday on the 
28th September. 

‘They have since left for the south and cast respectively. 

Nothing has been received of interest from Ispahan, Kermanshah, Tabreez, Resht, 
Asterabad, or Kerman, 

Shiras—he successor to Haji Scyyid, Chief Mollah of Shiraz, namely, Mirza 
Hedaiyatullnh, died on the {0th Septembs 

Tis stated that this greatly weakens the power of the priesthood and correspond= 
ingly strengthens the position of the Governor. 

His Imperial Highness the Shon-es-Sultanch is taking steps to bring about reforms 
in the town, especially as regards cleaning and lighting the streets, 

Possibly in consequence of the above, the Governor has received a letter threatening 
a riot unless he refrains from oppressing the people. 

Tho Motazed-us-Sultanel,, Governor of Lauristan, has been obliged to take refuge in 
a fort with 500 men, after trying to arrest Haji Ali Kuli Kian, the local Chief, ‘The 
Provinee of Luristan is in great disorder, 

In Fars much damage has been done to the summer erops by recent storms. 

Bushire and Gulf Ports—It is reported from Mohammeral that a lighter was 

ed by robbers on the 26th August coming down the Karun, and was rescued by 
Abdulla-bin-Mir Alvan, Headman of Beraikieh, ‘Twelve robbers were captured and two 
or three killed, 

Among the former is a man who lias long been wanted for a robbery on Messrs, 
Lynch's wharf at Nasri, 

A Russian named Kyody, said to be from Tehran, has arrived in the steam-ship 
“ Naderi” from Bushire with samples of china and glass ware, and intends returning: by 
the Rusht-i-Ruh route to Tebran. 

‘Mie Belgians are reported to have estublished a custom-house under their control 
at Bundor Dilom, and attempts have also been made by them to induce Hyder Khan, 
Chief of Bunda Rig, to hand over the control of the local customs, so’ far wi 
sticeess, 

Phe Russia Consul bas arrived at Bushire, 
Meshed.—Nho price of wheat has suddenly risen from 10 to 12 tomans per kharwar 
owing to scarcity of erops. 

Railway from Askabud to Meshed.—'he survey is said to have reached within 
12 or 14 miles of Kuchan, Local Persian authorities are being heavily bribed by th 
Russians, It is believed that the line will Jeave the ‘Trans-Caspian Railway at Anao 
Station, and will enter Persian territory at Kalta Chinar and join the Askabad road 
between Durbadan and Iman Kulieh. 

On the 7th September, two Russian Royal Engineer officers with two Generals and 
staff visited Puli-Katun, and stayed there two days, Surveying was going on on the 
Hari Rud, and they rode § miles westward into Persian territory, 

‘There hias been a rupture between Captain Yars in charge of quarantine at Turbat 
Haideri, and the local Governor, 

‘The Governor has resigned his post saying he cannot rule if interfered with in 
internal matters of government. 

Sistan.—A rupture has taken place between the Mullahs and the Amir Hashmat-ul- 
Mulk. ‘The latter has confiscated some of the former's property, and the Mullahs have 
‘petitioned the Shah for his expulsion. 
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‘The Mullahs are not of such importance in Sistan as in other parts of Persia. 

‘Herat—Reports dated the 22nd August show that the Russians are preparing the 
ground to extend their railway from the Kuskh Post to Chibil Dulchtar. ae 

Mhis will bring their railvay some 10 milos nearer Herat, to the extreme limit of 
Russian territory. : 

(Signed) H. D, NAPIER, Major, 
‘Military Attaché. 
Tehran, October 17, 1901. 





No. 90. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 2,) 


(No. 161.) 
My Lond, Tehran, October 18, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my telegram No, 64 of 
to-day’s date, the Russian text and translation of the conditions of the Persian 3 per 
Cent. Gold Loan of 1900, as notified to the holders of bonds by the Russian and Persian 
Governments, - 

T have asked the Grand Vizier for the full text of the Agreement, which, as your 
Lordship knows, has undergone modifications since its publication in the Russian 
official Gazette of the 80th January, 1900, but haye not been able to procure it in time 
for the departure of the messenger to-day, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGH, 


Tnclosure in No, 90. 
Conditions of the Persian 5 per Cent, Gold Loan of 1000. 


‘anslation, 

Cet vitae of « Firann of Hk Imperial Majesty the Persian Shah of the 

4th Jemad-ul-Ewel, 1317 (0th August, 1809, 0.6.) the Persian Government contracts « 

5 per Cent. Gold Loan of the nominal capital (ie. principal) of 22,000,000 roubles, 
‘This loan is secured on te revenues of all the Persian Customs, with the 

exception of the Customs of Fars and the Persian Gulf, 

3. The present loan bears an interest, dating from the Ist Januaty, 1100 (0..), of 
5 per cent. per annum, paid half-yearly on the Ist January and 1st July of every 

ear, 
7 «The interest on this loan is exempted from all Persian taxes, und from every 
kind of duty on the part of Persia, : 

5, This loan must be extinguished as regards its principal in a period not exceeding: 

ve years, reckoning from the Ist January, 1900 (0.8.), by the half-yearly 
payment towards sinking faud of -06,812 per cent, of the principal, plus 24 per cent, of 
the capital already repaid, 

6. ‘The payments of interest and sinking fund are to be noted on the bond itself and 
certified hy the signatures of the Persian Minister in St, Petersburgh and President. of 
the Board of the Persian Loan Bank (Banque des Préts), 

7. The Persian Government reserves to itself the right of proceeding to the 
anterior redemption of this loan, but not before the 1st January, 1910 (0.s,), giving six 
monthis' previous notice to the bondholders. ts 

8, Until the complete extinction of the 5 per Cent, Gold Loan, 1900, the Persian 
Government cannot proceed to contract any kind of foreign loan (governmental or 
guaranteed by the Government) without the previous agreoment with the Imperial Russian 
Government. . 

‘Till that date the Persian Government also renounces the right of reducing the 
‘eustoms duties which serve as the sceurity for the 5 per Cent. Gold Loan without previous 
agreement with the Imperial Russian Government, 
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No, 91. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received November 2.) 


(No. 162,) 
My Lord, Tehran, October 17, 1901. 

IT HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my despatch, No, LtL 
of the 18th ultimo, the official reply of the Persian Government to my inquiries as to 
Russian activity in Kuchan, 

Notwithstanding the statements made in this characteristically vague and laconic 
document, and the alleged orders from ‘Tehran that the work of the Russian engineers 
should be stopped, I hear from His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshod that it con. 
timues, and that the advanced parties aro close to Kuchan itself 

have, & 
(Signed) ARTICUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosure in No. 91. 
Mushir-ud-Dowleh lo Sir 4. Hovdiege, 


(Translation, ____ September 22, 1901. 
THAYH received your Excellenoy’s note of the 12th instant, informing me of the 
communication you had received trom the British Consul-General re ling certain 
steps taken by the Russian engincors in Persian territory, and the Russian intention of 
constructing a railway in that part of the country. 
You inquired from mo whether a permission to that effect lind heen granted by 
an Government. Tn reply, I have the Honour to inform you that no per 
on of this nature whatever has been and the steps takon by them bi 
not been for the construction of a road, 





No. 92. 


Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdane—(Received November 


My Lord, ) St, Petersburgh, October 50, 18101, 

T HAVE the honour to roport that, in accordance with the instructions contained 
in your Tordship's telegram No, 178, of yesterday, T spoke to Count Lamadorit 
to-day respecting the views of His Majesty's Government as to the present position of 
Great Britain and Russia towards Persia, and the readiness of His Majesty's Govern 
ment to discuss in a friendly manner the possibility of arranging a simultaneous advance 
of money to the Persian Government, of which they are roported to be in need, security 
being obtained hy the guarantee of the revenues derived from their respective spheres of 
influence in that eountiy, as defined by your Lordship, 

Count Lansdoril alluded to his former statement to me on the 27th September, to 
the offect that he knew of no negotiations in progress for a new Persian loan, a site, 
ment to which he still adhered, but that as the matter was one which concerned the 
Ministry of Finance rather than his own Department, and as it was possible. that 
AL de Witte had received proposals for such a loan during hisabsence in the South, he would 
immediately make inquiries from him on the subject on his return to St. Petersbur in 
two days’ time, and would let me know the result, ¢ 

He added that he welcomed. the frank and pen diseusion of all such, matter 
detween the tvo Governments as the sutest means of removing misunderstandines and 
of avoiding distrust, and he invited me (a return again, in two or thee days! tine, when 
hhe hoped, after consultation with M, de Witto, to famish me with his reply, 

He expressed his own personal opinion that i was very inadvisable to provide the 
Persian Government with much money, since they only squandered it and spent it in an 
unproductive manner, and that, finally, the Persian Public Debt would become greater 
than the revenues could bear, mrad 

At Count Lamsdorf’s request I furnished him with a French paraphrase of your 
Liordship's telegram, copy of which I have the honour to inclose herewith, fur von. 


1 


yenionce of reference, with a view to studying the agreements upon which the 
maintenance of the integrity and of the independence of Persia by Great Britain and 
Russia is based. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, 


ee 
Tnclosure in No, 92. 
Dépéche du Marquis de Lansdowne & Mr. C. Hardinge, 


Le 16 (29) Octobre, 1901, 
LE Gouvernement Persan, ayant besoin de seoours financier, d'aprds des. rapports de 
bonne source qui sont parvenus au Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique, cherche & 
Sadresser de nouveaw & Ja Russie pour obtenir un nouvel emprunt. 
A Vavis de Lord Lansdowne il serait préférable de s'expliquer franchement sur Ia 
situation avec le Gouvernement Impérial, plutot que de laissor aux Porsans une occasion 
de jouer un Gouvernement contre l'autre dans des négociations clandestinos avec les deux 


Selon les vues du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté, In situation en Perse est réglée_ par 
Ventente Anglo-Russe de 1884, qui fut résumée et emphatiquement afirmée en 1888, 
Diaprés cette entente les deux Puissances se sont engagées } maintenir l'indépendanee, 
antant que Vintégrité, de ta Perse. Lord Lansdowne est davis qu'un arrangement. qu 
conque par lequel la Perse passerait sous le tutelage d'une des deux Puissanees no. sorai 
gudre en accord avec cette entente, 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté adhdre aux vues exprimées par M. de Giers en 
1888, qu’aucun antagonisme ne devrait exister entre les intéréts commerciales dela 
Russie ct WAngleterre en Perse. L’Angleterre a toujours reconnu les intdréls. prépon- 
grants dle Is Russie dans le nord de la Perse, Dans le sud, au contraire, ot surtout wag 
Ports du Golfo Persan, autant qu’en Seistan, la Grande-Bretagne a des intGréts qu'elle ne 
peut Inisser ignorer, 

Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté est tout pret d discuter avee le Gouvernement 
Impérial, de la fagon la plus amicale, la possibilité d'un arrangement par lequel des 
avances d'argent pourraient simultanément se faire la Perse par Mentremise des deux 
Puissances, qui accepteraient respectivement comme garantic les revenus Persana loves 
dans les spheres susmentionnées. 





No. 98, 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received November 2) 


THE Under-Secrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegrams 
respecting the affairs of South-Western Arabia, 

India Office, November 2, 1901. 


es 
Inclosure 1 in No. 93, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Indias 

(Telegraphic.) India Office, October 29, 1901. 

MY telegram, 21st October: Aden, 

‘The Porte now suggests a joint delimitation. Pending diseussion of this proposal, 
if you think it better to postpone Davies’ departure for fear of complic 
do 60, 


—————— 





$2 


Inclosure 2 in No. 93. 
Resident, Aden, (o Lord G, Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) Aden, October 29, 1901, 
IN continuation of my telegram of 26th October. 
Governor of Yemen telegraphs that instructions have been given to loeal authorities 
to assist Davies as much as possible, I presume that, if they invite him to cross the 
frontier, he may do so, 


Inclosure 8 in No, 93, 
India Office to Resident, Aden. 


(Melegraphie.) India Offce, November 1, 1901. 

YOUR telegrams, October 26th and 29th, 

Tinformed Viceroy, 29th October, that Porte is siggesting joint delimitation, and, 
ponding discussion of proposal, Davies" departure might be postponed if Viceroy thoughé 
fit, T have not heard what Vieeroy has decided. I consider that it is best to- postpone 
his departure for present, but if he las gone, or if the Viceroy has instructed you to 
send him, he must not cross our border, he must avoid all appearance of one-sided 
examination of our frontier, and take no steps which could be complained of as havi 
hnalure of encroachment or of attempt to prejudge disputed questions, Act accordingly, 
and report to Viceroy and Bombay, 


Tnelosure 4 in No, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(otegraphie.) India Office, November 1, 1901. 
AS matter is urgent, U have telegraphed direct to Resident, Aden, as follows = 


{See above telegram.) 





No, 94. 


Mr. C. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 2.) 

(No. 114, 
(Rage ) B, St. Petersburgh, November 2, 1901. 

PERSIAN Loan negotiations 

Count Lamsdovif informed! me this afternoon that M. de Witte had told him that the 
Persian Government, in desperate straits for aoney, had applied some time ago for 
oan to M.do Witte, and that He had complied, granting them quite small suns, or, os 
ho ‘called it, advance. Count Jamsdorlf had searched in the archives for the 
Agreements referred to by your Lordship, and though he had been unable to trace 
that of 1881, he liad found that of 1858, aud would be ready now, or at any other 
Hime, fo subscribe to it He, himself, was mnost aurxious to maintain the integrty and 
independence of Persia, He stated that no such thing existed in Persia as linguelal 
fuel, and hoaddiced proof of this the fact that the Persian Government was 
able of its own free will, when in need of money, to apply for a loan to Russia. TE 
contested the justice of this argument, maintaining that it was compromising to the 
independence of Persia to wring from her Government, when under the pressure of 
financial difficulties, concessions injurious to her own interests and to those/of fore 
Powers, and I cited as an example in point the recent Tariff negotiations, Cornt 
Lamsdorf admitted the correctness of my arguments, but in spite of my emphatic 
statements, disputed the accuracy of my facts, stating that already before he went 
abroad the negotiations for the ‘arilf revision had been concluded. 

Replying to my inquities he said he believed that the loan had already been 
concluded and that & part of the money had been paid, but he could not tell me either 
the terms of the loan or the amount. 





98 


No. 95, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge. 


(No. 47.) 
legraphic,) P. Foreign Office, November 2, 1901. 

WITH reference to your telegrams Nos. 70 and 71 of the Sist ultimo and at 
instant, it does not appear to me that it is possible for His Majesty's Government, to 
raise any serious objection to the pledging by the Persian Government of the revenues 
of the three provinces you mention as security for a loan. You may, howover, 
impress upon the Grand Vizier the importance of excluding Seistan it you think i¢ 
necessary to do s0, 

Until we receive the communicat h has been promised us from the 
Persian Government, and which may be shortly expected we sluall not be in a position 
to say more. 





No. 6, 
Are G Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received November 8.) 


(No. 115.) 
(Melegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 8, 1001. 

RUSSIAN Loan to Persia, 

From a further conversation have had to-day with Count Lamsdorif, I gather 
that the neyotiations are not yot actually concluded, hut that an advance has already 
been paid on account. Iam quite certain that. your Lordship's proposal will not by 
entertained by M. de Witte, 





No. 97. 


ira. Hardinge to the Marquese of Lansdowne,—(Received November 4,) 


(No. 147. Secret.) 
My Lord, Gulahek, September 26, 1901, 

I HAD the honour to report, iu my Secret despatch No, 33, Commorcialof the 
7th uly, that a Secret Article (M. Naus, in speaking of it; also eallod it a Cree 
Tention ”) lias been proposed by the Russian Government. to that of Porsia in commen, 
Hon mith the tevision of the Commercial clauses of the ‘Treaty of ‘Turcomanehah neal 
had been rejected by His Majesty the Shah, 

A Hetsau secret informant, whoso information, like that of all native agents, ix 
Goquontly indeed T may say generally, untrustvorthy, but has proved correct ix respect 
Seatg OF threo somewhat important matters, hus communicated to me a précie of a 
Secret Agrecment between Russia and Persia for modifying. the 
Comanchai, a copy of which I liave the honour to inclose herewith, 
alleged by him to have been “concluded” during the month of Re 
the 18th June to the 18th July—which corres 
from trustworthy sources thai secret pro} 
made by Russia and rejected by the Shab. 
by him from a clerk in the Porsian Forel 
given him to copy by the Mushir-ul-Mulk. 

H should be sorry to vouch for the correctness of this document, but Articles IT 
and IV correspond, with indications which I have received from other more saan 
sotrets at 0 the purport of the “Secret Agreement,” and I do not foel disposed, not 
Pithstanding wy slight confidence in my informant’s veracity, to regard it ag entirely. a 
fabrication. Truth and falsehood are so jan statements, a substratum of 
truth being overlaid vith the products s imagination, that I think it 
anh Bossible that my informant may bave got hold of, and perhaps himself embroidered, 
& more or less correct account of the Russian secret demante, 

Zour Lordship will notice in it certain allusions to a. Military Convention” between 

Persia and Russia. "Last year, when T vas in London, Sit ‘Thouas Sandenen toe 

fie honour to show me an alleged Perso-Russian Convention preseriblig the acteno 

ae case Russia should be engaged in war with another Asiatic Power,” and. tn 
695; 2B 





. of 
his despatch No. 115, Very Secret, of the 15th November last, Mr. Spring-Rice 
reported, in. reply to your Lordship’s despatch No. 68 of the Ind October, that the 
existence of such an Agreement was believed in by the Turkish Ambassador at Tehran, 
and had been hinted at in several warnings conveyed to His Majesty's Legation, I may 
add that, in conversation with me, General Kossakorsky haa frankly admitted that it 
the event of a Russian invasion of India, one of the lines of the invader’s march would 
be through Persia, and that his policy was gradually to win over, with a view to swch, a 
eontingeney, to the side of Tussia, the warlike nomad tribes who form the real fighting 
strength of this country, by recruiting his Cossacks (and thus spreading Russian 
nfluence) among them, A 
cron l® Sme considerations would, no doubt, apply to an invasion of A 
urkey. 

Thave, &¢ 
(Signed) THUR H, HARDINGE. 


a 


Tnelosure in No. 97. 


Previn of a Secret Agreement between Russia and Persia for modifying the Treaty of 
‘Turcomanchai, fiat, 4 


(ranslation.) 

1. PROPESTA'TIONS of friendship, Czar undertakes to protect Persia for fifty 
yours from any attack on the part of enemies or neighbours to the utmost of his power, 
in avcordance with Article VIE of the Military Convention Iodged with General 
Kossakovsky. 

>, Shah binds himself to carry out the plans as detailed in the Military Convention 
for ‘the construction of forts, magazines, and barracks in the Gulf, Arabistan, 
Reluchistan, and Seistan, in aecordance with the directions of Russia but at expense of 


Versin. All necessary guns, arms, and ammunitio to be at expense of Russ 
General Kossikovskky sie tone eons at Bake 


8, ‘vo small gun-boats to be purchased by Persia for Province of Fars, Guns, 


‘inns, Se, for these to be at expense of Russia, ‘Co 
of Fars reventi 
some th binds himself not to make any now Treaty either in regard to commerce or 
Concessions with any European Power forthe space of fifty yeurs, If interests of Persia 
should demand any discussion with another Government on commercial questions Shak 
‘x bound to refer matter to Russian Legation and act in accordance with its adviee, In 
accortlance with considerations stipulated in regard to the 24 crores (12,000,000 tomans), 
Persia Hg no right to contract loan with any other foreign Power till this debt has been 
repaid. Should Persia require further loans Russia to furnish sa ms. stipul 
rail Should Pena on a to finnish same on terms stipulated 
vil employés for intemal affairs. If Per 
Sitch xinetion and advice to lie with Russian Lega 
werrizons must be Russian, in accordance vith Miltary Cony 
. Persian subjects crossing Russian frontier must have their passports 
Russian Consular officials, Reduction of 2 krans py ou offilal foe for 
in ma rt tee ns per passport on oficial fee for 
» Russians in Persia, traders, or connected with trade, way purchase hi 
houses, depots, and erect uildings.  Quosti Huadlans ani Borsans fo be 
Mes, depts, a i tions between Ri ersia 
Aecidel by Foreign OMe tribunals pe eee 
In case of bankruptey of Persian merchanta Russian credit e pa : 
hefore Persian creditors recoive anything, pe oe ee SNe 
._ 8. Shah confides protection of Persia to Czar, 
this Convention to be kept enti 


oal and wages of crew to be paid out 


i; ‘ Stipulations, military and civil, of 
i be kept ly secret from ali other Powers until the object is 
attained oni the affirs of the kingdom, put in order, May be disclosed at opporttine 
moment, And for the certification of the stipulations as regards the franticr of 


Azerbaijan and other points bordering on Russia the Vi 
danas p i on Russia the Vali-Ahd to append his seal aud 


Se 
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No. 98. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received November 4.) 


fo. 149.) 
iy Lord, Gulahek, September 29, 1901. 

IN his despatch No. § of the 9th January last, Mr. Spring-Rice had the honour to 
inform your Lordship that the Cossack brigade was about to be recruited on a new 
system from the Hlints or nomad tribes, I referred to a similar report in my despatch 
No. 83 of the 28th February. 4 

Thaye now the honout to announce that a beginning has been made with this new 
system, the Shah having assigned to General Kossakovaky as « recruiting ground the 
so-called Baghdadi Shabsevend Mints, of the Province of Saveh, a district situated 
south-west of ‘Tehran, between Hamadan and Kum, These Tiats are a branch of the 
great Shahsevend tribe, a portion of which, as your Lordship is aware, from previous 
reports sent by me, has lately given trouble in Azerbaijan, and are Turkish in origin and 
language. ‘They are said to number about 20,000 souls, and will regularly contribute 
300 men out of the 1,800 who constitute the Cossack brigade, 

It is undoubtedly preferable in the interests of the brigade's efficiency that the 
mien composing it should, like the regulars, be supplied in fixed proportions by their 
provinces, districts, or tribes, whose local authorities thus become responsible for their 
good behaviour, and should they desert, either arrest them on their return to their 
homes, or supply their places, instead of being composed of volunteers, of uncertain 
antecedents and domi But the real objects of General Kossakovsky are of a more 
far-reaching character, and are less concerned with the improvement of the military 
forces of Persia than with the extension of Russian influence over her most important 
fighting tribes. 

‘he experiment just made with the Baghdadi Shahsevends has not been am 
unmixed success, The rough nomads did not take kindly to Russian discipline, and I 
am. told that some twenty or thirty deserted and took sanctuary in the house of a 
Mullah, The Persian Goyeroment, unwilling to exeite Mahomi 
fecling further by strong measures against these deserters, respected the right of 
sanctuary claimed by them, and permitted them to return to their homes, 

Tmay add that General Kossakovsky loft for Russia on private affairs two or three 
weeks ago, placing Colonel Fedoroff, a Circassian Moslem officer from the Caucasus, in 
charge of the Cossack brigade, 

Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


No. 99. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 4.) 


(No. 85, Commercial, Secret.) 
My Lord, Gulahek, October 2, 1901. 

MY telegram, Secret of today's date will have. given your Loriship tho Intst 
news as to the present state of the commercial negotiations hotween the Persian and 
Russian Governnients, 

As regards cotton, the Russians wanted greatly to rise, in order to protect the 
cottons of Bokhara and Turkestan, their import duty'on Persian cottons, ‘The Persian 
Government felt that if their export duty on cotton were abolished, and a much higher 
import duty charged on it in Russia, the Persian public would believe that a, Persian 
source of revenue had been sold to Russia without any corresponding: advantage to the 
Persian producer. ‘They therefore asked for a reduetion of the duty from 1 to 40 roubles, 
or, if that were too little, 60 eopecks, one-half of which should be levied as an import 
duty in Russia, and the other half as vn export diy in Persia, ‘The Russian negotiators, 
after some denur, agreed to this, and the compromise has been refered to St, Peters: 
burgh, 

As regards silks, the Russian negotiators proposed, as the result. of their latest 
instructions, a duty equivalent to 80 per cont. ad valorem on Persian silks imported 
into Russia, ‘To this M. Naus strongly objected, and insisted on reciprocal treatment. 
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‘This demund has also been accepted by MM. Argyropulo and Goluboff, and referred by 
them to the Russian Government. 

‘As regards ten, the proposed duty has teen reduceil from 12 to 10 krans per batman, 
Thave contended thot this reduction cannot he regarded by us as sufficient, and have 
strongly urged the Grand Vizier, in the interests of his own popularity, to be firm in 
refusing to consent to an increase of duty on tea, which, however much M. Naus 
tay try to prove that it will not really injure the Persian consunier, is sure to be 
plausibly represented as a sacrifice of his interests to those of Russia, I hare advised 
him to insist, at least, on retaining a discretionary power to inerease the duty on tea up 
to a maximum of 10.krans, so that if he finds if necessary again to lower it, in deference 
either to our objections or to an outburst of popular discontent similar to that which wrecked 
the Régie, he may he able to do so without the necessity of a fresh difficult discussion with 
Russia, He has promised 0 insist on this, Por the present, therefore, the negotiations 
are ata standstill, pending the receipt of the Russian Government's reply and the sub- 

ission of the results to a Council of Persian Ministers, and eventually to the Shab, has 
ayed. 

T gather, fom priate and confidental conversations with 3 Naus, that a so-called 
* Special Declaration” has heen annexed to the revised ‘Tariff, and that this declaration, 

ixinally worded, contained provisions so subversive of Persia’s political indopens 
done, that he himself deomed it his duty to protest aguinet them ween point out that 
the Shab could not possibly accept them, ‘The result of his objections was the substitu 
tion of a modifed draft, which the Russian Government has agreed to accept, M, Naus 
Seemed reluctant to disclose its actual purport, and as he has already been taken to task 
by my Russian colleague for discussing his negotiations too freely with mo, I shrank 
from pressing him at this stage of affairs for details, but T have little doubt that eondic 
tions, not, perhaps, very different from some of those embodied in the inclosure to my 
despatch No, 147, Secret, of the 26th ultimo, hiave been resubmitted by the Russian 
negotiators, and aevopted in principle by the Grand Vizier, though probably not as yet by 
the Shah, 

T observed to M. Naus that I had obtained some inkling as to the contents of 
the Secret Agreement, of whose existence he had been good enough to inform me, and 
that, if my information was correct, they were tantamount to the establishment of a 
Russian Protectorate over Persia, 

He did not take any objection to this description of them, but merely said that he 
himself was mainly concorned with the commercial and ‘Tariff, as distinct from the 
political, aspects of the transaetio 

From indications whieh { have gathered from various quarters T am inclined to 
believe (1) tat whilst Russia is qnite willing to make a fresh large loan to Persia, she 
will not actually do so till her proposals in regard to the new ‘Tariff have been agreed to 
by the Persian Goverment; and (2) that the hest friends of the Grand Vizier are very 
anxious as fo the effect on his position of his acceptance of eitiver the Russian ‘Tariff or 
Russian Loan, ‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who is usually very reserved on the wider 
questions of Persian international relations, spoke to me spontaneously and with great 

. the new aiff, and especially of the proposed new duty 

ea, ag measure likely to produce internal trouble, and said he hoped 1 would 
warn the Atnheg-i-Azam of its possible dangers, ‘The Minister of Publie Works, who 
is one of his Highness’ most devoted adherents, informed me about the same time’ that 
ho had just read M, Golubott’s proposals, and that he thought them detrimental to 
Persian interests and deliberately ealeulated to embroil her with England (de nous 
embrouiller avec vous autres"); and he told a friend of mine that a new Rnssian Loan, 
contineted for the avowed purpose of enabling the Shah to go to Europe next year, 
would arouse so dangerous a feeling throughout the country that the Grand Vizier 
‘could not dare to raise it. 

‘The Atabeg-i-Azam, on the other hand, though quite realizing the perils of suck 
a loan, seems prepared, vith characteristic courage, to face them, rather than risk the 
oss of the Shal’s favour, Tn a conversation which I had with him last week he avowed 
Nis motives with cynical candour, and admitted that lie had promised to procure 
1,000,000. for his master, during the crisis, about x month ago, when his own position was 
‘nnilarly threatened, in conncotion with the seditious Proclamations, by the intrigues of 
his enemies within the Palace, “After all,” lie remarked to me, “if you were to be 

Ismissed to-morrow from your post as British Minister in Persia your life and your 
ily’s private property would be safe; but if I fall I stand to lose both, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 
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No. 100, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received November 4,) 


THE Under-Seeretary of State for Indin presents his compliments to the Under: 
Secretary, of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of iaclewmee, 
# letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the Srl October, respecting. South 
‘West Arabia affairs.® x 

A copy has been sent to the Intelligence Division, War Office, 


India Office, November 2, 1901. 


ee 
Tnelosure in No. 100, 


Captain Pilleau to Major Davies, 


Camp Musemir, August 31, 1901, 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Resident, thag Teoté w 
special patrol to Ad Dareja this morning with orders to question as many differone mon 
8s possible with regard to what happened on ‘Thursday. The patrol, on its rus 
report that they met two men in different places along the road who iad come fro 
Shabwa, after being there to sell things, 

2 Their stories, told without any connection between the two, both tally and aro 
to the effect that on Thursday moruing to Turkish officers or surveyors eho dons 
Sin & big map to look at te border and. scene of tho fight, and that they brought 
Muhammad-bin-Nasir u to point out the places, ‘They were accompanied by 
twelve oF fifteen mounted men from Mavia, and some 200 Homaris as an escort. They 
remained on their own side of the boundary, Some Amri shepherds who were nod 
fired a few shots at them, which were naturally returned by the lTomatis, bub the whate 
party withdrew when fired on. 

i. One of the men alo said that-he had heard Muhammad:bineNasir assert that 
the Turkish boundary came down to and included Ad Dareja, but the Park had told hing 
that it was unteue, and that he had got a new map from Sana which showed Chat the 
ower had been within the British border. ‘They all wont avay before. the svn hea 
rison very high. 

4. ‘The men also said that the Homaris were afraid to let their flock 
the border, lest the Haushabis should try to loot them, peas al 

stant? men who told all this were both Haushabis, aud they said the road was 
quite safe, i; 

6. This version of what 
of what really took place, 
resemblance to what these 





No. 101, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—( Received November 6) 


(No, 34, Commercial) 

ly Lord, Gulahek, September 28, 1901. 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, in continuation of ty despatch No, do, 

oRmerein, of the 6th instant, a copy of a further despatch from His Majesty's Acting 

Resident at Bushire on the subject of transhipment charges, 

se con Nes fully recognized that it was advisable that this question should be settled 

iy gousultation with the Representatives of the forcign Powers interested, and as & pro 

visional measure he reduced the charge originally’ imposed by the Iccal custome to 


* Only one inctonure printed, 


[1699] 2c 
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24 shabis, ie, about Jd. per package, which is balf the amount, as your Lordship will 
‘observe from Colonel Kemball’s despatch, generally charged in India, irrespective of size, 
value, or contents, und I necepted this proposal in a spirit of conciliation, subject, of course, 
to reference to your Lordship. 3 

Tunderstand, with reference to parograph 2 of Colonel Kemball’s despatel, that it 
is M. Naus’ intention that Customs officers should for the future supervise the tranship- 
‘ment operations in person, if they da uot already do so. - 

‘As regards harbour improvements, your Lordship is well aware tbat in the existing 
financial straits of the Persian Government the whole of the customs revenue is insuffi- 
cient 10 cover the deficit, and I tear much progress in this direction can hardly be 
expected ut present. I shall take no further action in the matter till I receive your 
Lordship's orders. 

Ehave, &e. 
ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


‘Lin No, 101, 


Lieutenant-Colone! Kemball to Sir a, Hardinge. 
No. 120.) 
ir, Bushire, September 7, 1901. 

IN continuation of my despatch No, 111 of the 17th August on the subject of 
transhipment fees, I have the honour to forward, for your Excellency’s information, copy 
of a letter addressed to me by the Collector of Customs in Bombay, showing the rate 
Teviable at that port, It will be seon that the rate generally is 1 anna per package, but 
in regard to certain goods « specific rate is levies 

2, In your Exeellency’s despatch to the Secretary of State, a copy of which you 
were $0 good as to forward to me with your despatch No. 20 of the 21st July, your 
Excellency observed that | hud admitted that, in accordance with the practice prevailing 
in Indian ports, a small fee might reasonably be charged for the time and labour of the 
Customs officials in supervising the transhipment of cargo, I am not, however, sure 
that this wus a correct expression of my views, which was, as will be seen by a perusal 
of my original despatch to your Excellency on the subject, that the demand of the 
present Customs Administration to levy a reasonable fee in sch eases. might be deserving 
of consideration, on the ground that this Customs Administration, as its income increases, 
might be in a position to carry out many desirable reforms within the Bushire Harbour} 
and I stated my opinion that’unless and until a reasonable scale were introduced, the 
claim to levy any fees at all should be contested. 

At the same time, I forwarded, for your Excellency’s information, an extract from 
a letter, showing the custom prevailing in India with regard to transhipment cargo, but I 
did niot mean it to be understood that because in India a small fee was levied to cover the 
expense of slatoning Customs lfcer on board the vessels on which the transfer 

fected, the same reason would apply to Bushire. Here, so far as Tam aware, no special 
Customs officers are deputec to be present on board a steamer when the transhipmeut of 
cargo from the steamer to native eraft is taking place; but, at the same time, as it is 
only through the mediun of the Customs Administration that reforms in the harbour 
management can take place, it appeared to me that a small fee might fairly be taken on 
cargo transhipnent within the liwits of the harbour, so. as to enable the Customs 
authorities to utilize the inerease of income derived from this source for the purpose of 
eorrying out many desirable improvements within the harbour. 

‘At present tio signs are appparent that any such improvements are in contemplation, 
and the state of the port is exactly tle same a8 it was before the Belgians assumed charge 
‘of the Administration, 

3. My chief contention with regard to this matter is that the imposition of transhi 
sent fee, the levy of which ‘inpied a new custom which had hitherto been succeasflly 
resisted, should not have been allowed without previous natice being given, and an 
‘expression of our views on the subject being invited, To take the case of the importer of 
the kerosene oil, referred to in my original despatch, this merchant had, it seemed to me, 
a reasonable geound for complaint, Previously he had been able to tranship his 
il here without yayment; now he was asked to pay a fee representing a duty 24 per 
cent. Sone of his consigument was intended for Lingab, a Persian port, where 
it had to pay the y per cont, duty, and it might therefore have paid this merchant 


better to have shipped bis goods by another steamer, which would have called at 
Lingab. 
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T have, I think, said enough to show your Excellency that my main point was 
that the matter of the imposition of these fees was one for discussion, and that it is 
eminently desirable that the Customs Administration should not have it in their power to 
Introduce new charges which will affect our trade without giving us an opportunity of 
considering the matter and expressing our views. 

T submit two letters addressed to me by the agents of the Anglo-Arabian and Persian 
Steem-ship Company, protesting against the fees. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) KEMBALL, 


Inelosure 2 in No. 101, 


The Collector of Land Revenue, Customs, and Opium, Bombay, to Lieutenant-Cotonel 
Kemball, 
Bombay, August 19, 1901. 
IN reply to your letter of the 27th altimo I have the honour to state that 
transhipment fee of 1 anna per package, irrespective of size, value, weight or contents is 
levied on all packages containing dutiable goods transhipped at this port, except in the 
ease of goods as per accompanying list, on which fee at the rate specified against each 
item is charged. 


Lisr showing the specified rate of which transhipment fee on certain atticles is levied at 
the Port of Bombay. 
‘Wen the consigoment docs not exceed 150 chest, per cet, 
From 151 4 2 6 


110 800 chests 

600 est an upwards ee : 

or in age es per‘ion or portion 
Y of n ton. ‘ 


reo of 30 oF 
ati of «core 
yer 100 orton 
: of 100, F 
Earthen joy jah") 4 er 1,000 oF poi 
‘ot 1000, 
Karten is f ae 
atons ib a i er et oF portion 
afew 
et bar or eas 
He 100 oF potion 
oe 10. 
pee too faation 
ki f'n ton 
er 100 or faetion 
‘of 100. 


‘Wool an timber per fn fraction 
of'a ton. 

Coir, yar, loose or in dhols per oto futon 

Love cocoscnuts S 5 per 100 or fraction 
of 100, 


Silver 
Salted f 


Loose marble slabs 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 101, 
Messrs. A. and T, J. Malcolm to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Bushire, August 14, 1901, 

WITH reference to your Cireular of the 6th instant, on the subject of the recent 
demand by the Persian Government, of 2h shahis per package on all goods that may 
be transhipped from vessel to vessel in the Bushire Harbour, we take the liberty most 
respectfully to uotify our protest against the imposition of the tax in question, the same 
being unusual, unnecessary, and contrary to usage, and calculated to prove detrimental to 
British shipping and trade, 

We therefore beg of your kindly using your good offices in obtaining the removal 
‘of the proposed tax, 
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Tnclosure 4 in No, 101, 
Messrs, A. and T. J. Malcolm to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Bushire, August 21, 1901. 

WITH reference to our respects of the 14th instant we take the liberty most 

respectfully to state that specially in these hard times the smallest tax that may be 

imposed on British shipping will prove injurious to the ultimate result of the working of 

the steamers, The present tax, such as proposed by the Belgian Administration, carries 

no recommendation whatever-with it, inasinuch as it affords no harbour improvements and 

of any kind, specially lighter service, &e. ‘The plea set forth by thi 

tration that the tax is intended for the maintenance of officials t be stationed on 

board the reeciving and transhipping steamers, is practically and logically a proof that 

British shipping is required to pay for an extra and unnecessary service, the absence of 

which service cannot he said to be in the least detrimental to the Custotas revenue and 

i It is therefore obvious that the imposition of the tax will be a decided loss to 

itish shipping, while its abolition will cause no fiscal loss whatever to the Adminis. 

tration. 

‘To the best of our experience the proposed tax is unusual, and we are affaid that if 

introduction were once admitted its gradual increase would surely follow to the farther 

of British shipping, Perhaps it may be necessary to explain that the goods 

shipped come from foreign ports, and do not in the least infringe on the 

Fights and privileges of the Customs, and calling for no supervision or control on the part 
of the Persian Customs, 





No, 102, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received November 


No. 86, Comm inl.) 
My Lord, Gulahek, October 4, 1901, 

SIR ARTHUR GODLBY, in his letter to your Londship's Office of the 30th July 
(inclosed in your Lordship's despatch to me No, 13, Commercial, of the 3rd August), 

kes exception to a statement of M, Naus, which T quoted in one of my telegrams to this 
effect, that the proposed increase on Persian duty on tea and coffee will not affect our 
importers, 

M. Nas has all along contended that the new duties will affect the Persian consumer 
to so very slight an extent tht the importation of tea. and coffee will not be_percepti 
Ainsinished. {Nave asked hun to embody his reasons for thinking this ina Memorandum, 
and he his done so. T have the honour to inclose a copy of this paper herewith, 

Your Lordship will observe that M. Naus.atriv uclusion that the new 
duty on tea will cost-m Persian workman with a fh 
tate of the Consumption of tea, about 15 tr. 
which I have the honour to inelose a copy here 
‘of 4 peasant or day Inbourer, representing 

istricts, the earnings of nearly a 

M, Naus disputes this contention, 

A copy, and argues that the abot 

upon tea, It is probable that in his calculation of 8 batmuns as the amount consumed 
every year by the average Persian, M. Naus was thinking rather of the artisans of the 
fils, whose wages may be reckoned at 4 to tomans a-month, and at ‘Tehran, where 
the necessities of life are dearer than in the provinces, at 6 tomans a-month, or about 
8s. a-week, and that, the poorer classes in distant provinces whose earnings are much 
lower (in Kermanshah, for example, wages are, I ain told, § shabis asday) only dink, tea 
asa kind of fuxury. Still even if Ehave exazyorated the ovil effects of the new duty, 
more esjiecally with regard to our imports, T feel little doubt that it will prove extremely 
unpopular, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR fl. HARDINGE. 


Ww 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 102. 
Memorandum by M. Naus on the consumption of Tea in Persia, 


ON sait que depuis un grand nombre d’années le thé sueré est devenu la boisson 
favorite des Persans qui en font, surtout dans les villes, une grande consommation, Dans 
les familles quelque peu aisées ‘le sumovar est. toujours allumé pour les membres de In 
famille et les visiteurs, et chez les Seigneurs le thé ircule constamment & la libre diserétion 
des nombreux familiers qui constituent en Perse la clientéle de chaque Seigneur, des 
Visiteurs et des serviteurs. L’entourage des forietionnaites ot des Seigneur est resté en 
Perse ce qu'il était sous Vancienne Rome, de telle sorte qu'il est permis dlapprécier que 

clientéle, en »: comprenant: les domestiques, représente dans les villes plus de. la 
moitié de la population male. Ce sont les Seigneurs qui fournissent le thé consommé par 
Ce groupe important de la population. De plus, les  enderouns ” des Seigneurs renterment 
chacun une population {éminine considérable, 

On peut dire par conséquent que plus de lu moitié du thé importé en Perse est payé 
par les Seigneurs pour lesquels un impot dun toman par batman (moins de 5 ft. pour 
environ 9 livres Anzlaises) n'a aucune importance, 

Lautre moitié du thé importé est consommée moitié par lo peuple et moitié par ha 
clientdle des débits publics, 

Jai vériné que pour une famille d'urtisaus aisée, eomposée de cing personnes, Ia 
consommation du thé est annuellement de % batinans, Limpdt serait pour cette 
famille de 3 tomans, ou 15 fr., par année, ce qui n’oflre certainement tien dexagéré 
quand on sait que dans les villes de In Perse il nest pas pergu dimpdts, ni impot foncier, 
ni impOt sur les habitations, ni pour Vexercive de protessions, ni sur les revenus. — La 
charge n'est certainement pas assez, lourde pour pouvoir comprimer In consommation de ta 
boisson qui est actuellement considérde comme indispensable par toute la population de la 
Perse, 

Pour la consommation daus tes nombreux debits publies qui existent dans toutes tes 
villes de Iu Perse, il_y a liew de considérer que pour In préparation du thé Pemploi du 
sucre est dans la proportion cle huit fois le poids du thé, I existe A cet Gentd une 
coutume fixe a Iaquelle le eafetier ne pourrait déroger sans perdre su clientle, Pour 5 sire 
de thé le cafetior emploie un batman de suere et avee 1 sit de sucre (Je sit est la 40" 
partie du batman, qui vaut environ 3 kilog.) il sucre six tasses de thé, de sorte que 5 airs 
de thé nécessitant Memploi de 1 | : de thé, 
soit 240 tasses. U sullit par conséquent pour préparer huit fois 240, 

20 tasses, qui sont débitées a raison de 1 chai et demi, soit 144 krans. Le prix dé 

t actuel de ces 1,920 tasses de thé s'établit comme suit:-— 


Achat d'un batman do the —,, 
‘Achat de 8 batians de suere 2 


Charbow de bois 


Total 


et le prix de déhiy étant de 144 krans, il 
75 krans, soit environ 110 pour gent de 

L'impot projeté de 1 toman par batman sur le thé se répartissant sur 1,920 tasses, 
teprésente environ 1 chai sur dix tasses, ou environ 7 pour cent de Ia recette du 
cafetier. 5 

On ne peut prévoir si éventuellement le eafetier subira lui-méme la charge de Vinpot, 
ou s'il augmentera en conséquence le prix de la consommation, wais en tout etat de cause 
il ne parait pas contestable que, soit au point de vue des débitants de thé, soit au point de 
vue des consommateurs, l'incidence de Vimpot n'est pas suffisante pour pouvoir restreindre 
la consommation, Pour se confirmer dans cette conviction il sulfit de se rémémorer que 
dans plusieurs pays Buropéens VimpOt sur Valoool a pu étre élevé jusqu’’. 150 pour cent 
du prix de vente, hors droits, sans que la consommation en ait été réduite, 

(Signé) J, NAUS. 
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Tnelosure 2 in No, 102. 


Sir A, Hardinge to M. Naus. 
(Particulidre,) 
‘Mon cher M, Naus, 
4B vous remercie pour votre Mémoire sur le thé; 
Pespare, de vous dire qu’ll n'est pas absolument con 
de famille P 
charge addi 


je e 
4 IL est vrai que le Person ne paye pas les nombreux droits et taxes municipales qui 
nous affligent.en Europe (en revanche il n'a pas les avantages quielles sont censees. nas 
procurer), mais cela ne Vempéchera pas dle refléehir, quand il verra déeupler Pimpot sur sa 
boisson tavorite, et de trouver qu'il est A plaindre, et sion lui dit qu'l doit cette charge & 
lun aceord entre son Gouvernement ct Ia Russie, comme on sie manquera pas de ripéter 
uns tous les cafés ot In hausse du prix du thé est discutée, son mécontentement. sora 
facile & exploiter par les ennemis du régine actuel, 

Bien sincdrement, 

(Signé) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


——<$<——— 


Inclosure 8 in No, 102. 
M, Naus to Sir 4. Hardinge, 


‘M. le Ministre, Téhéran, le 4 Octobre, 1901. 

EN vous remerciant pour la lettre que vous ave bien voulu m’écrire hier concernant 
lquestion du thé, je vous demanderai la perinission de dire que vous n'avez examing quran 
seul des facteurs du problime, ce qui ne permet certainement pas de le réscudre 
équitublement. 

Vous omettez de mettre en balance le fait primordial que l'élévation de certains droits 
entrée west autre chose que la rangon sde_ ta suppression 
Tosquels—rien que sur Ie coton brut, la Inine, les grains, et les fruits secs repré 
wetuellement ue recette seusiblement supéricure i la recette nouvelle prévue sut le thé. 

Aw point devue sles intérdts xénéraux de In Perse le Gouversiement ne fait) pas 
seuvre utile en remplaganit par an impot de consoinmation devant étre pays principalement 
pir Ja classe riche, de nombreux droits de sortie qui entravent ta vente sur les marches 
rangers des produits de Pagriculture nationale et qui compriment par consequent uucei ln 
production nationale 2 Quel est 'éeonon Ie contester 

Au point de vue des intérets g 
Bxeellenee, je persiste ao 
procurera ti Anata 
Supérieurs aux pertes pouvant 
producteurs de the de Ia tits fhibh 

attendee. 


idgrable, 
Te désavantage devant pout-étre nésulter d'une élévation des droits dentrée Persans 
sur Ie thé est problématique et s'il se produit it sera miniue 
Mon avis, urs indépendant, et tres franchement expritné, sans aucune réticence, est 
le changement de régime projeté serait, dans son ensemble, favorable an eonmeroe 
ger. 
Vous me pales dans votre lettre des hommes gagnant de 24 & 3 tomans par mois 
‘mais de pareils wains ne sutfisent pas A nourrir un homie et ane femme ne ian 
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du pain; ne parlons done pas de parcilles exceptions; ce n'est pas dans cette eatégorie de 
Pauvres que l'on doit chercher des acheteurs pour les thés produits par les sujets de 
Sa Majesté Britannique, 
Veuillez, &, 


(Signé) J. NAUB, 





No. 103, 


ir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received November 5.) 


(No. 37, Commereial. Confidential.) 
My Lond, Tehran, October 17, 1901, 

THE Russo-Persian commercial negotiations are still at a standestil, owing to the 
non-receipt of the Russian reply to the latest Persian amendments, 

(The Grand Vizier, whom I sounded yesterday on the subject of the “special deolana: 
tion” referred to in my despatch No. 35, Commercial, of the 2nd instant, denied that tt 
had any political charscter, but, admitted that it still contained certain proposals which the 
Persian Government regarded as objectionable, One of these was that Persia should not 
be free, without the consent of Russia, to conclude a new ‘Tariff with any other foreign 
Power. Another was that not only the *ralidari,” but all the road tolls levied by foreign 
Companies should be commuted, and that no foreign Road Company should be permitted 
in fature to levy tolls in Persia, A third was, that in view of ihe fluctuations in the 
Persian currency, the rouble should be taken as the standard for calculating the amount 
oe Giatons duty to be paid under the new ‘Tarif, and that for this purpose the rate of 
‘exchange should be fixed by the Russian Government. 

Tis Highness added that it was intended to incorporate the prot ince” 
to the new Tariff which was to supersede Article III of the ‘Treaty of ‘Turcomanchai, but 
that rather than accept them the Persian Government would atenion teacher or ken 
revision altogether. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGB, 





No, 104, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—{Reveived November 5:) 


(No. 72.) 
(i phic.) P. Tehran, November 6, 1901, 
AIDE reference to. Mx. Hardinge's telegram No, 115, repeated tome by your 
Lonlship, tho Grand Vigier has renovved his inquiry as to the prospect of his ree 
fi aid from us. My ply was that your Lordship had not sent mo any fresh 
communication to make to Tis Highness—and that T iinagined that Me, Hagtinge had 
nM. de Witte and discussed your Lordship's proposals with him ‘The 
Grand Vizier stated that the Russians liad not communicated with hhim with regued to 
the proposals; he begged that, in viow of the approach of winter and of Ramesme. 
anxious times, both of them, it pay were not forthcoming for the troops, the. mattor 
ight be expedited. He also said that the Shah was showing: irritation at the lowe 
not being concluded as His Majesty entertained apprehensions lest he should fail ty 
getting the money at the last moment owing to complications in Bastern BE 
‘The Grand Vizior assured mo that he would not agree to the pledging of the ve 
of Scistan, and a good and independent authority informs me that the. Grand Visier 
has refused to entertain a proposal for the easé of a port in tho Persian Gulf to he 
used by the new Tine of Russian steamers as a coaling station, 
Majesty's Embassy at St. Petersburgh duly informed, 
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No. 105. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 6.) 


India Office, November 5, 1901, 
ary of State for India to acknowlulge the 
th and 80th October, on the 
hout to give in: 
tin Gosselin’s letter of the 25th October, a chane 
ation by the reecipt of n Office letter, dated 
N, O'Conor’s telegram No. 132, dated the 26th Octobe Ist November 
the Secretary of State for India telegraphed to the Re: 8 that 
the visit of Major Davies should be postponed, but adding that, if he hal left or if 
e-General of India had authorized his departure for the Amisi country, he 
should be enjoined to follow the course our letter dated the 30th Oetober, 
Copies of the telegrams which haye passeid have already: heen forwarded to vou, 
Under present ‘umstances, Lord George Himilton dé ‘ 
whether the Ottoman Porte is pre 0 depute an offic 
British officer from Aden along the frontier, and in that case his Lon 
rnment of India to nominate « suitable officer for the du 
the necessary arrangements for the proposed delimit 


me to inquire 

proceed with a 
hip will instruct 
and to complete 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GODLEY. 





No, 106. 


India Offien to Foreign Office (Received November 6.) 

Sir, Indin Office, November 6, 1901. 
\ the reecipt of your letter, dated the 6th November, 

's telegram No. 72, dated the Sth Nov bi and w 

fefarence to it and other communications which have passe on the subject of render 

nancial assistance to the Persian Govornment, Tam to state the conclusions « 

tho Secretary of State for Tndia has arrived, apache 
Subject {0 the formal sanction of the Council, which need not delay action on the 
part of the Porcign Office, the Si y of State for Indin in Councit is prepared to 
anthorize an advance to the Persian overnment, not e: 00,001, from the 
‘enues of India, on the security of the customs revenue of the ports of th 

Hittoral of Porsia; provided that’ the contemplated changes in the Pers 
negotiated with His Majesty's Government as woll as with Russia, and provided that 
the Persian Govormment be reminded of the previous intimations of Iis, Majesty's 
Government with rogard to the Gulf ports, South Persia, and Soistan, and be willing 
to undertake that, in those parts of Persia, advantages shall be conceded to Tie 
Majesty's Government not less than any that have been, or may be hereafter, conceded 
to any other foreign Power or its subjects in other parts ‘of the country. ‘Th rate of 
interest should bo 4 per cent., and the question of a sinking fund should be a subject 
for negotiation, His Lordship takes note with satisfaction of the assurance of the 
q ment that the revenues of Seistan will not be pledged to any foreign 

Power, and he understands the pledge to extend to the subjects of any such Power. 

__ have, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 





No. 107, 


Mr. C. Hardiuge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—( Received November 6.) 
lo. 1 AG 

(Helegraphie.) DP, 
AL, DE WITTE, on whom T ealled this afternoon, said that beyond the fe 

nogotiations were being carried on by the Russian Bask at Teer ney oe 


St. Petersburgh, November 6, 1901. 
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Persia, and that 1,000,000 roubles had already been advanced, he knew nothing 
further, as the conditions had not yet been submitted for his approval. 

T was surprised to learn from him that he knew nothing of your Lordship's pro- 
post which T understood had been disoussod with him by Count Lamsdoef; I there 
fore showed him a paraphrase of your Lordship’s telegram No. 178, which T had with 
me. The political question he declined to discuss as being outside his sphore, and the 
proposal in the last paragraph he dismissed as vague and unpractical, He asked why 
the English Bank did not advance money to the Persian Government. If we wished to 
do so he would raise no objection, but he would object to our interfering with the 
operations of the Russian Bank. ‘He then politely turned the conversation to other 
subjects, 





No, 108. 


‘The Marquess of Lansilowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 
(No. 50.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 6, 1901, 

WITH reference to_your telegram No. 72 of yesterday's date, Lhave (0 inform 
you that the Secretary of’ State for India is ready fo authorize an advance from tho 
Tevenues of Tndia of a sum not exceeding 500,001, to the Persian Government, to be 
secured on the customs revenues of the ports on the south coast of Persia under the 
conditions subjoinedd :— 

1. Negotiations for the changes in tho Persian Tariff to be conducted with Great 
Britain as well as with Russia, 

2. A reminder to be conveyed to the Persian Government of the intimations 
previously made by His Majesty’s Government relative to Seistan, Southern Persia, 
‘nd the ports on the Persian Gulf, and an undertaking to be entered upon by the 
Government of Persia that advantages shall be conceded to Tis Majesty's Government, 
in the above regions, not less than those which have already been or may in the future 
be conceded to any other Power or its subjects in other portions of Persian torritory. 

‘Whe rate of interest on the advanes would be 4 por cent,, while the sinking fund 
would remain the subject of further negotiation, 

His Majesty's Government take note with satisfac 
assurance that the revenues of Scistan will not be pledgod to any foreign Power, and 
they would wish that this assurance should be phiced on formal record in order to 
exclude also their being pledged (0 the subjects of any such Power, 

I trust that this offer may prove acceptable to the Persian Government, 

If the Grand Vizier leans to the idea of m1 tho advance through the 
Iperial Bank of Persia, you are authorized to inform him that such au arrangement 
has not been found practicalile, 





No, 109. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir N. O!Conor. 

Wo. 160.) 
(Helegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 6, 1901. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 163 of the 0th ultimo regarding the 
delimitation of the Aden tribes, T have to inform you that the Seeratary of Stile for 
India inquires whether the Turkish Governmont is prepared to depute an officer 
immediately to proceod slong the frontier rom Aden, IT sch be the case, instructions 
will be issued to the fndian Government for the selection of n suitable olfiver, and for 
the completion of the delimitation arrangeraents, 





No, 109", 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 7.) 


(No. 73.) 
(telegraphic) P. Tehran, November 7, 1001. 
T HAYS informod tho Grind Vitier of tho lfor contataed in your Lona 
telegram No. 50 of yesterday's date. 
‘His Highness expressed his thanks, but begged me to give him some esurance 
oe 
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that, if he accepted the offer, he would not be acting in opposition to the terms of the 
gontract made with Russia at the time of the Inst loan, I told his Highness that, as 
{nnderstood that contract, it precluded Persia from making a foreign lean in the way 
of bonds being placed on the public market, whilst the offer now made was i the 
ature of an advance made out of revenue on security which was not pledged to the 
fondholders of the Russian loon, As far as T was aware, thero need be no nectesity 
for making public mention of it. T do not think that the conditions will offer mach 
difficulty, but, now that the Persian Government have prctieally 
Suspicions might be aroused if at the Jast moment a delay atose in 
Suggestion which T therefore made was, that it was possible for the Shah to agree that, 
tuntil previous negotiations lind taken place with us, he should not, cy 
Commercial Convention with Russia, Tt would not be a matter of 
Shah to put off ratification in ease, after the sig of the Convention, we should 
iliscovor that its provisions, when communicated to us, were olijectionab 

red Caan Vizier promised to communicate to ine as soon us possible the reply 
vetiimmed to this. by t and inquired how our negotiations with the Russian 
Government were progressing, My reply was, that I had eo little informa 
on the subject, excopt that the attitude of Count Lameite 

but thet Pagrved with his Hig that the proposa! 
might moet with difficulties on tle part of the Minister of Finance, and that, 
Emperor was absent from St. Petersburgh, I hard) cht an carly: 4 
be arrived af, Porsia’s urgent need of thoney ever, the reason of the offer 
ve were now making, whieh did not projudiee the bility future agreement 
hotween ourselves and Ri 

ii Highness informed me that since M. de Witte's return to St. Potersburgh, no 

nication has reached bit from the latter, 

ithe fact of oar having made this offer will immensely strongthen our position in 
Persia, whether Tussin allows the Persian Government to accept, or make. then 
refuse it 

T have informed Indian Government of the forex 





No. 110. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir 


(No, 62,) 
(olegraphie) P, 

WINE voter 
that owing to ¢ ¢ reported in 
Mr, ¢ as been repeated to 
you, it wi v that yo ely reject a proposal that the 
iidvanco to Bors be mado through the Tmperial Bank, shoul that method be 
strongly pressed by the Grand Visi 

Ht might, perhaps, be possi Agent in the 
matter, 

ou should not, however, do moro than promiso that consideration will_be given 
to the proposal if it is made, 


ee 


No, 111, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir 4. Hardinge. 
(No. 87.) 
i, 


‘ Foreign Office, November 7, 1901, 
I HAVE reesived your despatch No. 158 of the 17th ultimo relacre te a 


difleulty whieh has arisen at Shiraz, in consequence of the attitude of the Governor- 
Genoral towards the British Agent, 


1 approve the action which you have already faken, and the further stops which 
YoU propose to take, in rogard to this matter. 


Ehave, &e. 
(Signed) LAD 


Se a 
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No. 112, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 9.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to. the Under 
Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter from 
the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 17th October, regarding the affairs of Al Hasa, 


India Office, November 9, 1901. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 112, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, September 30, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour (o forward, for the information of the Government of India, copy 
of @ letter, dated the 21st instant, from the Assistant Political Agent, Bahrein, on the 
subject of the dismissal of the Commandant of the Turkish warrison at Al Has, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 112, 


Mr. Gaskin to Lieutenait-Colonel Kenball. 


Sir, Bahrein, September 21, 1901, 
1 HAVE the honour to report that the Commandant of the ‘Turkish garrison’ at 
AI Hasa has beon dismissed from his post owing to the numerous representations made 


against him bre People of Al Hasa and Sheikh Jussim-bin-Thani, regardiag his high- 
i 


handed and arbitrary attitude towards them while carrying on thie duties of Mutessari of 
the province. His unpopularity with the people, Tam informed, was due to his strictness 
in the method of governing and to diverting certain. springs which watered some date 
gardens owned by the local people, under the exeuse that they belonged to the Dinratses- 
Seniah properties, and the gardens are consequently perishing for want of water. * 

‘The new Commandant, ‘Tewfik Beg, arrived ere on the Lath instant per steameship. 
‘_Billora” and departed for Ojair early on the 17th. T am informed that he is w native of 
Constantinople and has been serving in Baghdad for the last twenty-five years, He is 
about sixty years of age, is temperate and genial in his behaviour, and is likely to be 
popular with’ the Arabs, 
Be T have, &e, 

(Signed) J. OALCOTT GASKIN, 
Assistant Political Agent. 





No. 113. 
Telegrams communicated by India Office, November 9, 1901. 


(1) 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
Secret. 
(roles yhic,) meer A _ November 1, 1901. 
RECENT telegrams from Sir A. Handinge indicate that financial aspect of the 
situation is the most important at Tehitan, and that advan of money might stave off, or 
at Teast reduce, Russian Joan. Are His Majesty’s Goverament likely to. require 
‘our assistance? We are still prepared, for sufficient quid pro quo, to give its ‘ 
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(2) 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 

(Becret:) 

(Telegraphie.) November 8, 1901. 
YOUR Secret telegrams of 6th November: Persian loan 
‘We observe that Seistan customs or revenues are not i 

security ; this seems to be a pity. Previous intimations of His 

referred to by you are presumably: those meuitioned in 

paragraphs 9 and 10, First-of the 

Second does not, howeve 

oan, and we think that 





No. 114, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowue,—(Received November 10.) 
(No. 74) 
(elographic,) P. 
AS regards the subject of y 


instant, certain remarks made to 
infer that his Iighness, think ie 


Tehran, Noveniber 10, 1901. 

id dated the 7th 

‘eurvtary by the Grand Vizier lead me to 
irect advance from the Indian Govern 


ment may possibly got him iuto troublo with Russin, is frightened at the ideo, 


would greatly prefer that the Impe rsia should advance the money, 
marticularly if he know that the idles ing made in this way had not 
Ben unfavourably commented on by M. de Witto, His Highness raised objections to 
submitting to the Shah a Memorandum embodying the offer made by us owing to my: 
having in it mado allusion to the fact that lie hail applied for our aid. - Thad inserted 
the above oxpression on purpose in order to insure that tho Memorandum should not 
be communicated to the Russian Legation by his Hehness, 

he Bank of is ono of our most olfective bulwarks here, and I consequently 
hope that His Majesty's Goveramont will in any easo uso it as their agent, 





No. 115. 


Mr. C. Harilinge to the Marquess of Lansdoine.—(Received November 12.) 


Qo. 314) 
ty Loni, St. Petersburgh, November 3, 1901, 
AL. WITTE having arrived in St, Petersburgh ou the evening of the Slst ultimo, 
Tealled upon Count Lamsdorit yesterday with a view to inquiring of him as to. the 
Prosont state of the Persian Loni negotiitions and M. Witte's reply to your Lordship's 
Proposal for a simultaneous advance to Persia on certain guarantees, which inforna. 
tion Count Lamsdorif, as reported Y despatch No. 804 of the 20th ultimo, had 
promised to give me after consultation with M, Witte on his return 
Count Lamsdorif told me that he liad asked M. Witte directly he saw him 
whether there was any truth in the ports which E bad received of negotiations for 
a Russian Loan to Pa d that the Persian Government, iz one 
wpplied in terms of despair 
the Russian Bank entering 
even grunted them quite a 


Count Lamsdorit said that he had reproached M. Witte with having kept him in 


No, 114* 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received November 11.) 


Sir, India Office, November 8, 1901, 

I AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of 
Sir Clement Hill's letter of the 80th October, respecting the secoption of two fugitive 
slaves on board His Majesty’s ship “‘ Sphinx” whilst lying off Dalma Tsland. 

Should the Marquess of Lansdowne concur, his Lordship proposes, in transmitting 
this letter and its inclosuro to India, to request the Government of India to instruct 
their Political Agent at Muscat to draw the attention of His Highness the Sultan to 
this further evidence of the traffic in slaves at Sur, and to remind His Highness of the 
desirability of taking whatever steps may be possible to stop the trafic and to. punish 
those who may have been guilty of participating init, 

Much evidence on the same subject was contained in the inclostites to the letter 
from the Government of India of the 26th July, 1900, a copy of which was forwarded 
to the Foreign Office with my letter of the 24th August, 1900, 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY, 
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the dark respecting these negotiations, and for having been the indirect cause of his 
denial to me of the existence of any such negotiations, for which he nov expressed 
tome his regret. M. Witte had excused himself on the ground that when the nego- 

re opened he himself was in the south of Russia and Count Lamsdorff was 


leney said that he had subinitted to M. Witte your Lordship's proposal 
as contained in the French paraphrase of the telegram which E had given him, but 
that, in view of the present state of the negotiations, it could be of no practical utility 
to discuss i 
T inquired of his Exeelleney whether he could give me any information respe 
the terms of the loan and the present position of the negotiations, to which he replied 
that he was unable to tell me cither the amount or the terms of the loan, butt that he was 
under the impression, from what M. Witte had told him, that the negotiations for a 
Joan had already been concluded and that « portion of the money had been paid to the 
i ment. Inan interviewwhich 1 had to-day with Count Lamsdortf, he modi- 
atement, and I now gather that the negotiations are not actually concluded, 
an advance has already heen paid on account, His Exeellency also confirmed 
the unwillingness of M. Witte to entertain your Lonlship’s propos 
Count Lamsdorff alluded yesterday to the references contained in your Lordship's 
G ain and Russia to maintain 
ind independ id said that although he bad heen unable 
vthing in his archives relating to an Agreement in 1884, he had found 
sspontience which had passed in. 1888, and that he would be ready to sign his 
hame now, or at any other time, to.a simile Agreement. He said that he tally andere 
stood what was meant by the financial tutelage of « Government; he assured mo 
that no such state existed! in Persia, nor would be created by tho present negotiations + 
and he declared himself to be most anxious to maintain’ the integelty. and 
independence of Persia, He added. that one of the best proofs of the independence 
of Persia Joyeriment could, of its own five will, appl 
n when in need of mone 3 
T denied the fairness of this deduction, and asked him whether it could not be 
fairly said that the independence of Persia was con when a foreign. Power 
availed itself of I necessity to wring concussions from the Persian 
Government, wi jurious to the interests of Persia, but to those of 
other foreign Governments, T mentioned th case of the recent tariff negotintions, 
and said that there appeared to he no doubt, that M. Witto's agents in Persia, hd 
threatened the Persian Government with withholding any fiianelal assistance for 
then. unless cone vero male in favour of Russian commercial interests, b 
imposing hi icles of foreign importation, such as Indian tea, &e,, 1 
\l to those of other 


ount Lamsiori admitte si Wy arguments, but deniod the accuracy 
formati ave heen 0 connection between 
Loan negotiations ovisi io tarill, since the latter had heer 
oncluded before he i for Dantaise, 

of my facts, and suggested that, although the 
may fiave heen already ptember settled in 
ion of details may have been left for a later oceasion, sinew 

negotiations hid still been in progress even within the last fow day’. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE, 





No, 116, 
Mr. ©, Hardinge to the Marquess:of Lansdowne.—(Received November 12.) 


No. 816. Confidential.) 
ry Lord, St, Petersburgh, November 4, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to report that on the evening of the 2nd instant T received a 
Memorandum in a semi-official form from Count Lamsdorff which, from the conversa: 
tion which Thad had with him on the same day, had been led to expect would contain 
his Excelleney’s reply to the proposal contained in your Lordship’s telegram No. 173 
‘of the 25th October for a simultaneous advance of money to the Persian Government 

{1693} 2F 





no 


Secured on certain guarantees. It proved, however, to contain merely a statement that 
4 Russian loan to Persia was in fact being negotiated, a denial that the projected loan 
could in any way affect the prinefple of the integrity and the independence of Persia, 
and an expression of opinion that the observance of this principle would conduce to the 
maintenance of cordial relations between Great Britain and Russia. No mention was 
made in the Memorandum of your Lordship's proposal. 
Th the first paragraph, however, an allusion was dragged in, without any apparent 
mn, to the conversations which [ had recently had with Count Lamsdoril on the 
‘ct of the Manchurian Convention, It was with considerable astonishment that I 
read, that “ML, le Chargé d’Affaires Britamique a donné assurance que le Cabinet de 
Londres se désintéresse de ta Mandehourie, & condition qu'aucune atteinte no soit por 
aux droits qui lui sont garantis par les ‘Traités et qui s’étendent a tout le Céleste Empire 
aerciatement which, Tneed hardly say, was a gross mistepresentation, and absolutly 
levoid of tr 
1 immediately asked for an interview with Count Lamsdorif, which I was unable 
to obtain until yesterday afternoon, I then expressed to his Excell 
Warmth my astonishment at the manner in whieh my conversation with him respeeting 
the Manchurian Agreement had been misrepsesented in the Menorandui which 1 had 
received, and [reminded him that I had not given him any 
nor had I imposed on him any condition whatever, 
“Cabinet de Londres se désintéresse de 
never made any statement to that effect, and that, as far'as I knew, it did not at all 
present the attitude of His Majesty's Government towards that province of China, 
{further recalled to his memory the fact that [had read to him on the 28th ultimo 
passages from your Lordship’s telegram No, 174, and. that in none of those passages 
Wwas anything to be found to warrant the assertions which his Memorandum contained, 
1 told him, therefore, that I could not accept his Memorandum as a correct record 
of svhat-had passed Detween us, and I returned it into his hands, 
Count Lamsdorll readily admitted that I had given him no assurance and had 
osed no condition, but he endeavoured to argue that during the informal conver. 
ition with which my interview on the 28th ultimo had concluded, Thad used words 
which implied that His Majesty's Goverment “se désintéresse de la Mandehourie,”™ 
1, on the oiler hand, told him that, $0 far as I could remember, the only remark whieh 
T had made on the subject of the attitude of His Majesty's Government. towards 
huria was that T believed, although I had no authority for 
hat THis Majesty’s Government recognized the exceptional position of Russia 
tee, 


ij Xcelleney assented to this, and argued at some length that such a recognition 
yy lis Majesty's’ Government implied“ désintéressement” oa their part towards 


Manchuria, a view with which I declined to agree, 

‘The interview ended in a cordial manner by Count Lamsdorif taking back his 
Mewiorandum, and by his promising to send ine another document in its place. He 
asked me to consider the new paper not as a semi-offcial Memorandum, but as a 
private and unotlicial aideeménoire, and not for communication to your Lordship, { 
told him that on that point T must use my own diseretion, 

Vreceived this morning the document in question, and although even uow in its 
amended form it does not accurately deseribe what took place, Lhave not thought it 
worth white, in view of its ‘private and unofficial” and, consequently, unimportant, 
charieter, to reopen the discussion with Count Lamsdorit upon it, 


Thave the honour to, inclose a copy herewith, showing the original and amended 
forms of Count Lamsdorit’s Memorandum. 
Thave, ke. 


(Signed) CHARLES HARDINGE. 


Tnclosure in No. 116. 


Memorandum (omitted in amended text). 


inistére des Affaires Rtrangdres a pris acte avec satisfaction des bonnes disposi- 
tions témoignées par le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britanoique, et dont M. le Charsé 
CTAMfures s'est aft Vinterpréte en s'acquittant de la démarche qui lui a été preserite par le 


m 


Marguis de Lansdowne. Au cours d'un entretien au sujet des affaires de Chine, M, le 
Chargé d’Affaires Britannique a 


(Original text.) (Amended text.) 


é i Sabinet de Londres re- 
donné assurance que le Cabinet de constaté que le Cabinet de L 
rane se décintérssse de ta Mand- connaissait les droits exceptionnels. du 
choutic, A cosdition qu’aucune atteinte Gouvernement Impérial en Mandchot 
ne soit portée aux droits qui Tui sont mais qu'il tenait aux droits garantis par 
garantis par les Traités, ct qui s'étendent les. Traités A Angleterre dans tout le 
2 tout le Géleste Empire. Céleste Empire. 


Le Ministre Tmpétil ne saurait mieux répondre 2 ces dispositions entirement 
conformes aux siennes, qu’en se plagant. dans une autre question touchant aux. airs 
Orient, Gznlement sur Io terrain des explications anicales, of Yu cone le Marquis 
de Lansdowne par sa dépéshe dont M. le Changé d'afiaies d'Angleterre lui a don 
connaissance, Un projet demprunt Porsan & conclure en Russie est effectivement en 
cours; mais de Tavis du Gouvernement) Inpéria, ce projet ne sayait en aucune 
manitre porter atteinte au principe de Tindépendance et de Viutixrté. de ta Perse 
afirmé notamment dans Péckango de vues qui a eu tiew entre les Cabinets de Saint- 
Pétersbourg ct de Lonres en 1888, et que ln Russie, pour sa party ext toujours dispose 
A mainte, Actuellement, comme i et époque, le Gouvernement Tmnpetal consire 
quil appartient au Gouvernement Person de se promoncet tur atiité eopérations de 
ce genre, et de méie quialors, le Gouvernement Tmpétial ext eonvainew que applic 
cation di principe susmentionné yerviralt lp mieux & assur sur co. terran te miine 
tien des rapports cordiaux avec PAngleterre, auxquels In Russie attache lo plus gran 

ix, 
Pm Saint-Pétershourg, le 21 Octobre (8 Novembre), 1901. 





No. 117. 
Mr. ©. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received November 12.) 


eed Mihepe ee st. Petershurgh, November 7, 1901. 
~ TAVATLED myself of the excuse of an inquiry to be obtaived from the Ministry 
of Finance to call upon M. Witte yesterday afternoon, and, in the eourse of convorst~ 
tion, I alluded to the Persian Loan negotiations, and asked if he could give me any 
into ite sptial that negotiations had for some time been in progress between the 
Russian Bank in ‘Tehran and the Persian Government, and that 1,000,000 roub shal 
heen advanced to the Persia Government, but that he Knew absolutely nothing 
further about the negotiations, the conditions not yet having been submitted for 
Eu vi found it possible to entertain 

pressed my regret to M. Witte that ho had not found it possible ‘ 
sn oes fraily oe ich understood had, been subunitted to bin by 
‘Count Lamsdorif for his consideration, ‘To my great surprise, he RG fae 
nothing of your Loriship's proposal. I thereupon, handed ‘him. a eopy whieh Lh 
fortunately brought with me, of the same paraphrase of seus aS La 
No. 173 which I had given to Count Lamsdoril, which I cottainly understoos 

. Witte. : 

Eee an study of your Lordships telogram, he remarked that it would bo 
Dryond his province to discuss tho poltieal aspect of the question, with which he was 
innulicently acquainted ; but he askod whit were the revenues, beyond the customs 
revenues which were already hypotheeated, whieh eould be given s¢ guarantee for an 
advance. ied that, there wero the’ provincial revenses, whieh belioved 
boa quite suiiciont security for any advaneo that it might be necessary to make, | He 
expressed the opinion that there were no revenues in Persia beyond he customs whic 
could be regarded as a substantial guarantee, and, in his usual rather abrupt fnauiie, 
te handed ine back the tolegram, saying. that he considered the proposal contained in 
the last paragraph vague and unprastical, told ML Witte that in making thi 
friendly proposal your Lordship had desired to provide against any re le cont ri a 
in the future in connection with Persian financial affairs, and that if the proposal 





uz 


‘heen accepted in principle there is no doubt that your Londship would have formulated 
more concise details as to its mode of execution. M_ Witte then asked why, if your 
Lordship wished to advance in Government, the English Bank in 
Webran did not doko. He for his part ie no objections. ‘The Russian Bank 
v negotiation to lend money to th ‘overnment, and he would object to 


any, interference with their operations. ML. Witte then yery politely changed the 

subject of conversation. 
From my conversation with Count Lamstorlf and M. Witte it is quite evident 
the co-operation of iis Majesty’s Government in rendering financia mee to 
it is undesirable to them and in opposition to their aims and policy, 

ymptom being, if M. Witte’s statement was trite, the suppression by Count Lan 

of your Lordship's proposal. 


Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) CHARLES TARDINGE, 





No. 118. 
India Office to Fureign Office —(Receiveit Navember 12, 


Sir, Indin, Office, November 11, 1901. 

THE Seerctary of State for India f ID has ri Forcizn Office, 
in the course of the last six weeks, copies of successive telewrams i which His Maj sty 
Minister at ‘Tehran lias earnestly represented to His Majesty's Government the evitical 
financial situation of the Py fovernment, It is stated in these messages that a 
trosh Joan is uniter negotiation between Persia. and Russia; and Sir A. Haedinge lin 
urgently pressell upon tho attention of Lord Lansdowne the serious consequences, to 
British interests that might follow the acquisition by Russia of prepondemat control 
ovat tic foances of Persia, He has strenuously recommended that the application 
of the Shali’s Minister for a loan from the British Government should be entertained, 
in order to relieve Persia. from the necessity of making imidesirable concessions to another 
Ponor. These telegrams have been received from the Foreign Ollice in letters thet 
merely inelosed them formally, Tori G ands, however, 
that the Foreign Offi with the object of obtaining the eo-opera- 
tion of the I ernment. in ave ler these special circumstances, for 

Of finaneial support to Porsi are that in the Report of the 

Royal Commission on the Expenditury of India. (1900), the principle his heen reeorde 
tliat both Great Britain and India have a large interost in Pers, saul that Tis Majest 

mnent have agreed to divide equally the diph ges in Persia betwee: 
{wo countries, His Lordship is ready: to r € this principle on the present 0 
He understands, also, that it would be for the convenience of His Majesty’s Governs 
ment if the sum now required eould he provided from the Indian te In this 
present communication, therefore, the S Youneil is acting 
Upon the assumption that a financial transact ive interests of 
the British nit, aud that the future proccedings that may 
afterwards become nece ¢ the terms that may have been settled, will 
be conducted by the Foreixh Oitice on this bas 

pon these considerations, Lam to say: the Secretary of in Couneit 
is prepare! to, provide money for a loan to the Persian Government, subject. to. the 
following conditions and provisions :— 

1. ‘A sum not exceeding 500,000 will he advanced to the Persian Government in 
such manneras the Foreign Ottice may desire, whenever it sball have been. notified to 
the Secretary of State for India in Council that the Persian Government. has accepted 
the terms here subjoined, 

2. “he loan is to be secured upon the revenue of the Customs of the ports of the 
Southern littoral of Persia, incluins Mohammerah; but actual control and Collection of 
the revenue are not to be required except in case of default, 

3. ‘ie loan is not to be repayable within a period of ten years unless with the 
srngent ol His Majesty's Government, nor the security redeemed, or aifected by any 
other transaction, 

4, ‘The rate of interest to be 4 per cent., and a sinking faud to be established on 
terms to ho subsequently negotiated, 

5. The contemplated change in the Persian Tariff to be negotiated with His Majesty's 
Government as well as with Russia, 
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The Persian Government to be reminded of the previous intimations of His 

sjesty’s Government with regard to the Gulf ports, South Persia, and Seistan; and to 

be required to undertake that in these parts of Persia both before, and after, the repay- 

ment of the loan advantages shall be conceded to His Majesty’s Government, not less 

than any that have been, or may hereafter be, conceded to any other Foreign Power 
or its subjects in other parts of the Shah's dominions, . 

7. The Secretary of State for India takes note of the assurance given by the 
Persian Government that the revenues of Scistan will not be pledged to any Foreign 
Power. It is therefore unnecessary to propose any fresh stipulation on’ this. im= 
Portant point; but his Lordship requests that it may be definitely ascertained in 
connection with these negotiations that the assurance extends to the subjects of any 
such Power, 

Lam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 





No. 119, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice-—(Received November 12,) 


THE Under-Secretary of State { 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and Geo 
forwards herewith, for the inforn a of State, copy of « telegen 
from the Viceroy, dated the 10th November, respecting the movements of the Russian. 
Vice-Consul for Scistan, 


India Office, November 11, 1901. 


Inclosure in No, 119, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Melegraphic.) November, 10, 1901, 

AMY telegram of the Lith October. 

Benn reports, 27th October, that Miller is in Sarliad, having been to Khwarymeh 
Aisoussing with local Chiefs our boundary and attitude towards Mir Jawa, and intended 
to visit Ladis, for which place his camp equipage hat left Selstan. fe has taken 
presents witi him, for it appears that he is ting outside limit of his Con= 
sular jurisdiction, 





No. 120. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Reccived November 12.) 


delimitation with the British officers, 
other officers on the frontier. i 
‘The Turkish Embassy in London has been informed in this sense. 


* One group undeeypherable. Perhaps ‘obviously.’ 
[1695] 
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No. 121, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 13.) 


‘THE Under-Seerctary of State for India Shi i 

' f fo presents his compliments to the Under~ 

Seerctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lard George Hamilton 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, inclosures in a letter 
ign Secretary, Simla, dated the 17th October, respecting Muscat 


from the Fore 
affairs, 


India Office, November 12, 1901, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 121, 


Captain Cox to Government of Indi 


Sir, Muscat, S: 
7 ; Muscat, September 28, 1901. 
‘iipHAVE the, honour to attach, for your information, a cops GPa papi ae Cue 
contributed to an American missionary journal by the Rey. J. Cantine, of i 
douteinted toa ry i yy the Rey. J. Cantine, of the American 
It appears to be of special interest and importance at the present ti 
ie ; at the present time, and I wo 
invite attention to the writer's observations regarding. the Slave Sra’ whieh hae 
coincide with my own experience, and, in spite of the fact that M, Ottayi ed i 
1900, and possibly in 1901 also, that “there is a scarcity of slaves at penta 
and that owners hid been unable to obtain them at any price,” I can assure you that no 
aN a ite fae is Appar nt here, and that the demand seems to continue well 
supplied—notwithstanding anything that French Consular officials concerned may s 
yas iything icials concerned may state 
Thave, &, 
8 el) P, Z, COX, Captain, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, Muscat, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 121, 


Copy of @ Contribution to an American Missionary Review by the Rev 


Cantine, of the 
Duteh-<merican “Arabian Mission” in the Persian G 7 


x last, quatterly letter there seemed to be so much bearing upon the 
yolieal eondition of Oman, shat 1m amined to attempt, fn a separate sketch for the 
mal, some description of” the relations existing between “the powers that he? in this 
THA RSRCATRIERE aa oe 
Oman now possesses but a shadow of its former prestige and power. Like other 
Sultanates of the present ago, its history shows that Mahommedanist is as fatal to:the 
prouress of the State ns of the individual, and that as x political organization its final 
extinction awaits but the convenience and agreement of the Christian nations. 
While novninatly free and independent, Oman virtually belongs to that erowd of 
little Principulitios who are being * personally conducted” by Great Britain alone the 
‘itficult paths of national diptomacy. This is not always the most disified way of seein, 
the world, but for Oman, with iis inexperience and weakness, it surely i the beste 
especially us all expenses. are paid, with a generous allowance for poeket-money. That 
other “Agencies,” notably Frinec, do not like it, is no argument against the wisdom 
of the present arrangement 
With the exception of the tes, whose Consul seldom, T imagine, has had 
to consider other than commercial questions, Great Britain was, until a few years ago, 
the only foreign Goverument represented at Muscat, Tn 1894 the French’ appear 
upon the scene, with what purpose other than i the English and hamper their 
Dossible political designs, i ry evident, Certainly they have very little trade 
interests and no Frenchmen to. pro! Outwardly their efforts have been mainly 
directed to obtaining a footing on the coast south of Museat, The signin Treaty 
by the Sultan whereby France would have been granted a harbour, was ouly prevented 
on the part uf the English, by a th her ostensible pretext, the 
need of a coaling station, being met by England's giving her part of her owi concession 
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at Museat itself. France's ambition, would at present, seem one barren of advantage to 
herself, but if France and Russia are working together, one can easily see that a port on 
the coast of Omau, in sight of which passes all the trade between Southern Persia and 
Europe, would prove of great value in what are thought to be the designs of the latter 
in the Gulf. And a fortified harbour, such as was doubtless the objective of France, 
might be a very useful asset in the future, 

The interests of the English, on the other hand, are very evident, All the trade, 

course, is under their flag. A good deal of this trade at Muscat and along the coast 

the hands of Indians, who are the money tenders and the ereditors of all, from the 
Sultan down. But it searcely seems that the country inland is worth exploiting. A few 
dates, most of which eventually find their way to New York, are about all that is sent 
down, There are coal deposits of some value, and efforts have recently been mado to 
determine their character and extent, but their distance from the coast and the suspicion 
and hostility of the tribes scarcely warrants a hope of their early utilization, As the 
result of an arrangement made years ago with Oman and Zanzibar, the Indian Govern= 
ment pay a good round sum yearly to the former. ‘To an onlooker the interest: England 
draws upon her investments ‘in this part of the world seems very small. However, as I 
have intimated, Muscat is a naval port and the value of strategic positions cannot he 
reckoned commereially. Before the adyent of the French Consul, the English troubled 
themselves and were froubled but little in their position as the dominant Power, but 
cleverness in their rival and their own occasional lack of it have since given them much 
worry. 

“Tintil quite recently it has seemed the custom for them to he represented, from 
Bagdad to Muscat, by men whose diplomatic experiences haye been limited to India, to 
the jovial ronnd of club and army life, and the no less jovial “ tail-twisting” of native 
Princes. It is easy to infer that among Representatives of European Powers political 
‘gains have been few, and those were from the decks of their xun-boats rather than from 
ithe offices of their Consulates, The game, if it continues to be played on present lines, 
is not a very promising one for England, She seems to be content with the status quo 
and willing to act only on the defensive, while other Powers are constantly attacking: 
Some weak point. ‘The result is manifest in the constant increase of ‘continental 
Fnfluence and prestige in the Gulf. In the ten years during which [have been on the 
ground the change has been very st 

Coming to the Sultan hiniself, lis position is not at all an enviable one. ‘Tho 
claims of the French are a thorn in his side, He eannot use then as an offset to those 
of the English, for, when an issue is raised (as the matter of the coaling station), the 
former are not ready for an appeal to torce, and he is left to make his peace as. best he 

Efforts whieh, it is reported, the French are constantly making to induce Arab 
to sail under their flag and accept of their protection, must also cause much 
irritation, 

Jing than all is the question of how he is Lo preserve his equilibrium 
between the Buglish on ong side and his own nomfual subjectsion the otter, [uso the 
term “nominal” because his authority inland is very precarious, and consists mainly in 
his control of the coast ports and his ability to impose taxes upon all exports, But as 
few of the tribes produce anything for export and are not dependent upon anything from 
the outside, their allegiance is very uncertain and a matter of policy for the time being. 
‘As a result, the country is in a very unsettled condition, aud long-standing feuds break 
jut into open warlare pon slight protext, Little blood ie spilled, but water-eourses are 
iilocked and destroyed by hostile incursions, agriculture is neglected, outlying. villages 
are being abandoned, and the population is surely decreasing, It was nob so a genera 

ov or two back, for then, they say, the hand of the Sultan reached oyer all the land 
anil his voiee was obes 

Tt is unfortunate that the present Sultan has not more respect and authority 
among his people, hut the main reason is evident. He has to. choose between resisting 

thectke English or the tribes inland, and hns seen tit to accept the friendship of the 
former and endure the enmity of the latter. 

Perhaps it has not been altogether a free choice on his part; a few G-ineh guns 

under his castle walls being an argument Haily put aside, But however that may 

.¢ heen, I believe is sincere in his pledges of goodwill and loyal in secking to 
fuliil them, Acouple of instances have occurred to my personal knowledge where he 
fans ant ul the conservative feeling of his people by granting some little favour to 
the fore the English, community, and he is reported by his enemies as having: 
Hefinitely stated that he was determined, come what may, to stand by his Treaties and 
family obligations to the English Government, 
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ithe suspicion with which most of the people inland look upon the strengthening of 
Evalish influenée is mainly due to that dislike for any central Setheney et extra-tribal 
Tacrqtbieh is inborn in the Arab, But they: have two grievances eh, on often he 
‘he first is the presence of the Indian trader, These Tina nate 5. oF « Banvans, 
a ey tre called, dominate the trade of all the coast, and awaken ot uct eee 
and for about the same reasons as did the Chinese on our Paeific slope 
ago. They have been here for hindreds of years, but perhaps have not mai 
8 obnoxious as at presont. Al disturbances in the mnatketa, the eee or 
diminution of wages, are attributed to the Banyans, to the Rnetar nese protectors, 
and, finally, to the Sultan for permitting them, 

‘The other count which awakens, perhaps, the most. resentment wong the more 
Freseraities isthe freeing. of slaves at the Enlish Commulate, Ite eiees tell 
thea that certain Treaties which exist between all Powers porntt the ten hey simply 
see that their slaves run away to the English, and that the Sete n says he is powerless to 
return them, 

jhe Slave Trade in Oman is a question full of difieulties for the 
is sald that they could stop it if it were not virtually counterai ren by the Freneh, who 
Hine arcenY fiat there are any: slaves brought here from Atvien, aed ae ote same 
Sines after inducing the Arb truders to use their Ong, deny thersiete Ce search for 
all eraft. flying it. “Ihave never heard of a slay nz aff to a French gun-hoa 
Gr applying for freedom at a French Consulate, and when the are accepted under the 
English hug it ig a cause of ro 1e Arabs, which doubtless ts used by 
her ‘enemies to good advantage, Cortaiuly. it is a, erent orcgt to te Eni 
Government that, in spite of the little practical good deve to tye lave, and the 
pinetionl eon nte their own influence, thay: persevere in thelr poligy. The tae “little 

“jpleserves n few words of explanation, Tu the fin place, ie agreed 
inde ‘ean be stopped only at its fountain-head, Aitien, and thee ihe 
Toe eae nat few Yours to prevent slaves being landed in Oman haves quite 
futile. Axain, the liberation of the few who elaint that privilege probably works but 
{ttle linge in their resources or happiness, During Iny residence and travels in 
Gran, 1 have: seen and heird of no ease of eruclty, and mete cet instance where 1 
Sa a slnve beaten. it was. 50 ludicrous, his master liu se palpably anxious for some 
Have Doan tute aug diuade him, that with dieulty {preserved my deat 
have beon able to distinguish betiveen negroes free amd fomleneh ie only compl 
Fre sont tie Dy. @ slave wag that ho did not have spending money eno 
tie could not go to Aftien to visit his relations: but as his mastee tod 
Pives, and he seemed well clothed und nourished, his 
by many a poor Arab, 

Liberated slaves who have Deen sent to Zanzibas, often to Muscat of their 
talk eco, Whore irs a number of freedmen here now who are knoe 
talk as the ‘slaves of the English, and the only col their 
Thonn aut oF the saves of the Sultan, ix that the latter are eaid ie recee a small 
Wenthly allowauce when they: are wot given. work or do not frais - How. 
for nai Heat uy for extinguishing slavery in Mabommedan lend i. question for 
{or wiser hends than mine, tut it does seem a pity that the mamahey oe used should 
He ene ealeolated to raise up enmity hevveen the Arab tad Ue ee which will in all 
Uikelihood have the most to do with their future, And Tite sora Amy hope for the 
fo freee tment of inland Oman, for their escape from the incubus ot cane warfare, 
{pr freedom to plan and exceute for their edueaton, moral ant spiritual, except that 
they come uude* the tutelage of Great Britain, There already said that L doubt the 
Value of inland Onian to any foreign Power, but if Englond wes upon retaining her 
paramount position upon the coast and in th Is of the Sultan, surely justice and 
policy should prompt her to det om the enmity which she herself bus brought 
pon him, and to strengthen his hands in his precarious hold upon the country he is 


Supposed to rule, 
(Signed) JAMES CANTINE, 


r n him tio 
ondition was probably envied 


17 


No. 122, 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received November 13.) 


THE Secre' i is iments to the Under- 
. State for India presents his compliment f 
Secretary ose for Forcign Altair, and, by ee ae ses eae 

i the information of the Seci State, eopy ; 
foie Viceroy date “lth November, regarding tho delimitation of the froutier 


near Aden, 
India Office, November 12, 1901. 


Tnclosure in No, 122. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
if India Office, November Ms: Sug 
Crete ation ot Port's nomination of officer to demareate Aden frontier, please 
consitler and report name of officer whom you will select. 


No. 123. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received November 13.) 


Tehran, November Ley . 
, is ijesty’s Gi it, contained ih 
Shali to tho offer of Tis Majesty's Government, in 
orhie's alormy Bou, sal bay aga cabad epee he Uh and 78h 
bas has than comamnaicatal tome. Itisto the effect, See ae ze a ne 
the int lace, receive an assurance that no Shea ae ape ae eset ue 
the terms of the tract are violated by. 1 
oe gerne ie st understand, much frightened at the recent. 
is Sultan by the French Government. 
re TMbag SCsde ALOE neoaed Int Or RSet ep ER tas course woul or, 
Miner to me to be to-use the bank as a onal gent Sea ase 
e, however, the security now given would requi ty that 
Tee eee 
it by the Grand Vizier that he expect : ee 
peg teen be ee 
i y by is ess, however, seca S. Baia 
Be Botersbusgh of tho recently appointed Vorsaa Miniter in for day, ty question 
mat Galutoll the ieuesen Commercial Dele eve Ptaeburg to-moro. 
es the new Tariff with him, to besubmitted to M, i 
Me Gliaaut esto fan east olla MUN namin the régime ton 
Roe Ian CAE ale Tariff Being kept seort, andthe Grand 
Fase yr tater detec communicating a copy af it to your Lordship, a 
is i0¥s nt, unt ussia has a1 la 
sear ieinie saline vo nie Galea careeicieae 





No, 124. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received November 14.) 


Ee Pe pono ee iene Sa em the Under 

; Affairs, and, by direction rs ton, 

ecacts lores vbr ns toontrantion ok Ge Staemrr et Sale copy of insures in 
papas Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 17th October, respecting 


affairs. 
India Office, November 13, 190). 


[1695] 
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Tnelosure 1 in No, 124. 


Captain Cor to Government of India, 


Sir, 
M 
1 HAVE the honour to report that, by the mail which amtmal nc, oe om 


Tore i 
“De ae Tn ety lee? egret, from the Director, Geological Surver the news 


of Dr. von Krafft’s ea intimati 
arrangementa, * “Hen death, and the intimation that I must ewere fresh 


+ In the latter connection, 
the same day vii Jask, 

Laronce mentioned, 

ight the French flag.shij 

however, 1 fear that he must have somehow obtain 

eel to Sur again, and was telegraphing to Dj 

rench Bast India squadrow, for a si 

T do not think he 

the same time, it is advi 

possible, 


Tattach copies, en clair, of two telegrams dispatched to you 
in the course of conv 


woul te ap a egeeaaion a few days ago, that he 


uit a month’s time. Since ther 
i 2 
ied an inkling of our intention to 
© Diego Suarez, the head. 8 

a ip to be dispatched. ees 
Will be able to impede us much on the present 
inable to leave him as little time and op: 


Thave, &e, 


men, Signed) "BP. Z. COX, Captain, 
Mis Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political agent, Muscat, 


—$—$—$_—__ 
Inclosure 2 in No, 124, 


Scoret Telegrams. 


(1) 


Captain Cox to Government of India, 


wuscar, and Ontoten [Dispatched October 2 

_ Plea raph probable date of arrival of 

intrigues it i very desirable eat sgun-boat Ged to 
ane arrival: by itis el 

snultanca Y awaiting orders at Jask, or br 


Copy dispatched to the Resident in the Persian Gulf, 


vid Jask, by mail.] 
.. With a view to avoid French 


Sur expedition should. arrange 
ringing geologist’s party from 


————e 
(2) 


Captain Cox to Government of India, 


(Dispatched October 2 vid Just, 


mn of first telegram, French Consul mu: 
Caleutta® “aPateted long telegrams to Madagascar, Paris, 


Thope two ships will be deputed Sur. 


Se 


No. 125, 


MUSCAT, 2nd October, 
In continuatios 
as he has dig 


by mai] 
ist have got wind Sur expeditic 

gt iS “xpedition, 

and Consuls Bombay: and 


A India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 14) 
HE Under-Secretary of § ‘ 
Secretary of State for Fore) ree Sh 
herewith, for the informati 
the Foreign §: 
affairs, 


presents his compli 
ign Athirs, nd, by direction of Lord Gage tthe Under 


ion of the Secretary of State, copy of incleune non 
eretary, Simla, dated the 24th October, respecting Mureat aca Pama 


India Office, November 18, 1901, 
re 


no 


Inclosure 1 in No, 125, 
Captain Cox to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) ‘Muscat, October 8, 1901, 

T HAVE the honour to state that the Russian merchant steamer “Korniloff” put 
into Muscat yesterday, 4th October, and to report the following incident in connection 
with her visit. 

2, When the same ship was here in March last, she saluted the Sultan with three 
guns and asked for a similar number in return. On the advice of his Excellency Admiral 
Bosanquet, faness replied that it was not the custom to ceturn merchant steamers? 
salutes, but that as this was a first occasion, he would make an exception and return gun 
for gun, on the understanding that such a salute would not be expected again, 

‘Yesterday the “Korniloft” on arrival saluted his flag with nine guns. ‘The Sultan 
did not return it, and sent his Customs Superintendent on board to thank their 
captain for the salute, but to inform him that, as intimated on the occasion of his 
last visit, it would not be returned. In the afternoof the captain and officers of the 
“Komniloff” were taken to call on the Sultan by the French Consul and demanded the 
return of the salute. His Highness replied that being a merchant ship she was not 
entitled to any, and that he had distinctly intimated to the vessel last year that no 
return salute would again be fired, 

‘The captain answered that he was not on the ship on her last voyage and knew 
nothing about it, but that his ship was a “Sirkari” one, and that he would fire another 
salute ia the morning of twenty-one guns, and hoped that it would be returned, One of 
the persons who accompanied the captain informed the Sultan that, he wished to come 
and stay here later on in order to study Arabic, ‘The party then left and said that the 
« Koriloff” would nest proceed to Jask. The Vazier Saiyid Saged thereupon came over 
to see me and gave me the foregoing information, and said the Sultan had sent him to 
ask my advice about returning the salute, T replied that there was obviously no doubt 
that the ship was a simple “ merchantman ;” that she had, therefore, no business to be 
firing any salute, and that Saiyid Feysal was perfectly within his rights in refusing to 
retarn it, I recommended that he should at once write a letter to the captain re- 

ing him not to fire any salute as it would not be possible to return it. 

Meanwhile, His Majesty's ship “Pomone” was seen coming in to harbour (en rowe 
to Koweit), and I added that in any case he can safely bo guided by the advice of the 
Captain, who, it could be seen, exchanged no compliments with the « Korniloft.” 

‘The Vazier had only left, me a few minutes in order to deliver this message when the 
“Korniloff” commenced firing another salute, this time twenty-one guns, and I at once 
sont my interpreter over to advise the Sultan ‘to await a reference to the Captain of the 
“Pomone” before returning to it. He replied, however, that he was sorry to go against 
my advice, but that they had sent a Russian flag on shore, and that he feared he had 
committed himself and must return the salute. This was done a few moments later, 
twenty-one guns, 

3, The French Consul was on board the “Korniloft” during the firing of these 
salutes, but left at, the conclusion of them, receiving a salute of eleven guns himself, 
though, as a Vice-Consul, he is not entitled to any. 

4, The “Korniloff” having obtained her salute did not wait for moming, but got 
underweigh at once and left about 6 v.at,, not heading for Jask, but in the opposite 
direction, as if bound for Bombay or Aden. She discharged no cargo here, and her motive 
in coming to Muscat is, therefore, difficult to understand, 

A copy of this letter will be forwarded to the Resident, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 125, 


Extract from the Diary of the Political Residency in the Persian Gulf for the Week ending 
September 30, 1901. 


Mukammrah, September 15—The Russian Vice-Consul, who was a passenger om 
board steam.ship “Huseinee" from Bussorah for Bushire, visited Mubammrab. 
: . . : . * . 
Bushire, September 23,—M, Ovseenko, the newly-atrived Russian Consular officer, 
called officially on the Resident, and stated that his appointment was that of “ First. 
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Assistant” to the Ruesian Consul-General who had been appointed to Bushire, and 
‘iho, he expected, would arrive to take up his appointment before long. Meanwhiia 
the work of the Russian Consulate-General would be carried on by hi 


hit 
September 24.—Lieutenant-Colonel ©. A. Kemball, Offic 


‘ing Political Resident, 


Persian Gulf, returned the Acting Russian Consul-General’s visit. 
* . . * * 





No. 126, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 
{> 58.) 


Telegraphic.) P. 

T HAVE received your telegram No. 75 of yesterday, informing me that the 
Shah desires an assurancd that the proposed advanee to Persia from Tuitele sources 
will not meet with opposition on tho part of Russia as being a violation of the Loan 
Contract. 

Tt scarcely seems to be the business of His Majesty's Government to ascertain the 
view of the Russian Government. i regard to an advance from British sources to the 
Persian Government, but you may, if you think fit, inform the Grand Vizier of the 


Hinguage lately eld by M. de Witte to His’ Majesty's Chargé Affaires “at 
St, Petersburgh (reported by Mr, Hardinge in his tolograin No, 116 of the GU. instant), 
which certainly suggests that an advance to the Persian Government through the 


2goney of the Lmperial Bank would not be open to objection from the Russian point 
of view. 


Foreign Office, November 14, 1901, 





No. 127, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received November 15.) 


THE Under 
Secrotiry of Stato for Forvigi 
forwards herewith, for the information of 
the Viecroy, dated the 13th November, 1 
Government, 


India Office, November 14, 1901. 


presents his compliments to the Under- 

direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
Seerotary of State, copy of a telegram to 
ling the proposed loan to the Persian 


Se 
Inclosure in No, 127. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of Initia, 
(Tolegraphic,) 
PERSIAN Loan, 


Conditions as revised by me in Council provid advance to Persian Govern: 


daar gel manner as Foreign Olfice may desire,” on. conditions reported in my 
telogram Gth November, with following modifications :— 

1. Molammorah specially included in Gulf ports 

2. Actual control and collection of revenue only required in case of default, 

5. Loan not repayable within ten years, except by consent, nor security to be 
redeomed or affected by any other transaction, 


4. Undertaking as to advantages in Gulf ports, Southern Persia, and Seistan to be 
Permanent irrespective of repayment of loan. 


India Office, November 13, 1901. 


ee 
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‘No, 128. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 15.) 


India Office, November 14, 1901, 
es ference ibjoct of the status 
letter of the Sth July last, on the subject of 
Mi Goguyer at Musead Tam directed by Lord George Tlamilton to iaquire wether 
Gee cacaandae a yet taken steps to fulfil his promise to make inguiry in 
oie ilton is i hat. M, Ottavi has been in 
George Hamilton is informed that M. 1 
Paris eaves green that there should, therefore, be no difficulty in noferting 
to him on the subject. 


Lam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 





No. 129. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 15.) 


Geieeetie) 1 Tehran, November 15, 1901. 
mee " No, 58 and dated yesterday, T have 
No reply to yo dship’s telegram No, 68 an ] 
Irony ey Ao, Gouna Vises soyuainied, confdontially andl privately, with tg 
Tanguage held by ML. de Witte, with regard’ to an advance through the channel o 
te ms Taint mabed by the Persian Government fs that the tems of the Russian 
Yoan Contmet would ho violated if the Bash Government wer to adranco the 

That would not be the case if the advance nnde . 
Tee Tank ee eel sa leit as Russia is not concerned in 
0 ‘The Persian Government ave afraid of accepting the former 
therefore, repeatedly asked for the latter. 





No, 130, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received November 15.) 


Tehran, November “a aan 
i ‘aye atthorized Mx. Dalton, 

Board of the Tmporial Bank have authorized Mx. Dalto 
their acting Manag hee fall the Teliran-Kcum and Sultanabad Toad Coneasion 
to the Persian Government for the sum of 20,0001, Mx. Dalton, who is my informant, 
alio says that the offer ofthe Bank has been acoopted by. the Bhi. Tt seems to me 
that considerable danger exists of the road being resold to tho Russian Banque de 
Brits by the Persian Government ; and T ventute to urge the adviaability of bringing 

rectors of the Bank in order that el 1 
Bien iiud beware is jon to the South finds an important 
i be withdrawn. Russian expansion to tl 
intake nthe way asa Gis ood ie ald by a Brtiah es. 





No, 131, 
India Offce to Foreign Office. —(Received November 16.) 


li r iments to the Under- 
Sea te ier AOun. toy aesion of Lod Genes Banas, 
forwards herewith, forthe information of the Secretary of State, copy of correspondence 
respecting Dthali affairs. 
India Office, November 15, 1901. 


[695] 
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Inclosure 1 
Brigadier-General Maitland to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Tetegeaphie,) Aden, November 13, 1901. 

MY previous telegrams of the 26th October and 2nd November. 

Davies writes from Dthali saying that Turks have taken revenue from Wara 
village or from Ahmedl Mehrabi Azrake for seven years. Wara has * Amir for 
several years past, It is on Turkish side line indieated by Wahab, but I think that 
explanation of removal of British flag might be demanded. All the places above men- 
tioned would seem to have belonged lately Amir, but were not given up when he was 

stored, as they should have been, ‘There would seem to be now tendency on the part 
of Turks to push forward in order to occupy as much as possible before demarcation of 
the frontier commences; notably small hill, Jabalshahad, east of Jalale, and apy 
well within Amirs limits, has been oceupied with fifty men. 1 Lope present possession 
will on no account be accepted as basis of delimitation, and suzgest that Porte should 
he requested to stop encroachment by local officials pending a settlement of the 
hovndary. 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 131, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Melegraphic,) Iudia Office, November Vt, 1901. 

MY telegram, 11th November, Aden frontier: 

Porte hus appointed a Colonel and Lieutenant-Colonel to proceed to Aden and 
there join other officer on frontier for with British officers. Davies should 
now be recalled to Aden, Communicate to. me proposed instructions to our Ci 

T presume we shall not go beyond Wahab line, by which we have alw 
guided. 





No, 182, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 16.) 


Sir, India Office, November 16, 1901, 

L AM dircoted by Lont George Hamilton to acknowledze receipt of your lottor of 
the 16th November, inelosing tho draft of ram Which Lord Lansdowne proposes 
tosend to His Majesty's Ministor at Tohran, in reply to his tolegramn No, 76. 

Lord George Hnnilton secs no objection to the terms of the draft. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY, 





No. 183, 


‘The Marquess of Lansiowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 54) 
(Welegraphie,) P. ign Office, November 16, 1901. 
HAVE received your tel C vember. ‘There woulll be 
no objection on our part to employin ik of Persia ns our agent fur the 
adyanre to the Government of Persia, on jon that the assurances which were 
specified in my telegram No, 40 of the 6th er in regurd to the new ‘Tariff and to 
advantages in’ Seistan, the ports on the Pe were first 
obtained trom the Government of Persia and were made indep trans- 
action. The security for the advanee should be the Customs of Mohammerah and the 
ports on the Persian Gulf, but it would be only in the case of default that the actual control 
and collection of the revenue would be required. 


One group undecyyherable, 
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A farther condition would be that without our consent the loan should not ber 
repayable for ten years; and that, pending repayment, the security should not be 
redeemed or affected by other transactions. A Commission will, no doubt, be required. 
by the Bank for their agency in the matter, 





No. 134. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Secret.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 16, 1901. 

WITH reference to my letter of yesterday inclosing a copy of a telegram from His 
Majesty's Minister at 'ehran, relative'to the proposed financial assistance to the Persian 
Government, I am directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you the drat 
of a telegram which, if Lord G, Hamilton concurs, he proposes to send to Sir A. Hardinge 
in reply.* 

Tam, &o, 
(Signed) Il, SANDERSON. 


No. 135. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November V7.) 


(No, 78) 
(elegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 17, 1901. 
‘AVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s tolegram 
. 54 of yestentay’s date, roferring to my telegram No. 76. 

Tam afraid that I have not made quite clear to your Lordship the position of the 
Persian Government, The request preferred by them to IHis Majesty's Government, 
is that the Imperial Bank should ho enabled t0 make them an advance of at least 
300,001, the rate of interest to be at most 8 per cent, and the security to bu the same 
as in the spring of this year; this contract, however, would be condluded with the 
bank nominally and, in order to avoid that the advance should assume tho character 
of a foreign loan, there must bo no conditions such as the ton years’ limit, Repay- 
ment of this advance would practically prove difficult and we should probably be able, 
to secure, by a separate Agreement, the connection of which, with the proposed advance 
of money, would not be apparent, the promises with reforence to advantages in. the 
South and in regan to the ‘Tariff. 

‘ho following is the course which T should propose in the event, ax seems 
likely, of His Majesty's Government being unable to agre above request : that, 
at the Shah's reques i eand 1 should attond, when His Majesty. 
would in our presence recapitulate the offer made by your Lordship making mention 
tnly of questions of scourity and modo of payanont and omitting all ofher eonditions 
His Majesty would then inquii opting the offer, he would be doing so 
with the consent of the Russian Government, the gitaranteo being revenues which ary 
not pledged to Russia; secondly, in the event of a negative answer, the reason of its 
and, thinily, whether in view of her refusal would advance him the same 
amount, without any fresh conditions being attached fo such an adyanc 

Tt was Ilis Majesty's desire to tal advien of the Russian Government 
with regan to His Majesty’s Government's offer, but { ad impressed on the Grand 
Vinier that scervey must be observed. It is impossible for us, however, to provent his 
making it known if he thinks it will conduce to the Itus ving more favourable 
terms. We should direet our endeavours towards getting Russia to discuss the 
question openly or, at least, towards preventi ruuement secret in its nature, 

Thad suggested the idea expressed above confidentially to M. Naus, as none of 
the loan negotiations are kept scerst from him, His opinion was that it might be 
worth while to try it, He doubted, however, His Ma the comage 


* Ne 188, 
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necessary for its adoption, or our suceceding in getting the Russians to agree to loosen 
the grip they have on this country. As far as he knows, the Grand Vizier has not 
received M. de Witte’s reply. 

Complications might yesult from Moliammerah being specifically mentioned and 
it would, therefore, be better to omit that, in any ease, the use of the expression 
# Gulf ports” would be sufficient for our purpose, 





No. 136, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received November 18.) 


(No, 163, Confidential 
fy Lord, Tehran, October 28, 1901. 

MY German colleague informs nie, on the authority of M. Naus, that it is not 
intended to devote any portion of the proposed new Russian loan to the expenses of the 
Shal's journey to Europe, These will be provided for out of a private and personal fund 
Known as the Anderun or Harem Fund, which has hitherto served for the household 
‘expenses of the Royal harem, and which at present amounts to about 400,001, 

Count Rex, whose information tallies with mine, helieves the European tour to be @ 
moral a well ay a physical nccessity for Itis Tinperial Majesty, who, having once tasted 
of the pleastives and amusements of Europe, finds the life of an Asiatic Court and. the 
restrictions of its etiquette dull aud irksome, So bent is His Majesty on this journey, 
that lie even talks of spending an entire year abroad, and of wintering at Nice or in 
Italy, an iden which, in the present state Of Persia, could, however, hardly seriously be 
entertained, 

A curious new desire felt by the Shalt, duc partly to the love of travel, which is an 
inherited nomadic instinct with all the Kajars, and partly to the interest aroused in 
Persia by the Chinese erisis, and the fate of another ancient Eastern Monare! 
proceed by the rany.Siberian Railway to Mancli His Majesty has alroady 
the Hakim-ul-Mulk mud his European doctors as to the reception le might expect at the 
Court of Peking should he go there as the guest of the Emperor and Empress-Dowager 
of China, He speaks of getting the Czar to arrange this journey, which, he is told, ean 
now be quite easily and pleasantly performed, for bim when he ‘revisits Russia on his 
way back from Western Europe ; ind, fantastic and even yrotesque as the idea at first 
sight sccm, it is not inconceivable that it might be utilized by the Russians as a means 
of increasing thelr prestige in Asia, 

His Majesty, having officially announced to the foreign Representatives, as I had 
the honour to report in my despateh No, 146 of the 20th ultimo, his intention to proceed 
next spring to Luropo, L vould ask your Lordship to take the King’s pleasure as to my 
carrying w formal fuvitation to him to visit London, as was done last year, in accordance 
with the commands of Her lite Majesty, by my predecessor. Should I be authorized to 
make such a communication, thy question of th 
visit could he settled betwecu the two Gover 


I regret to have to inform your Lordship in connection with this matter of the 
Shah's tour that His Majesty's health bas within the last fortnight again given grounds 
for uni He has had one or two sudden fits of giddiness, and just now is 
confitied within doors; but the worst symptom is the reappearance of nephritis, of which 
it was hoped he was quite cured, and itis alwost certain that, contrary to the latest 
arrangenients, he will have to undergo a fresh cure at Controxeville, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "ARTHUR H. HARDING: 


ce 
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No. 187, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 18.) 


. 164.) 
Lord, Tehran, October 24, 1901, 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my despatch No. 137 
of the Lith ultimo, translations of the letters from the Russian Vice-Consul in 
Seistan and his native agent to the Chief of the Damini tribe, which were recently 
seized at Robat Killa 

I handed copies of these documents yesterday to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, and 
dwelt briefly on the incorrect and unfriendly course followed by Mr, Miller in, entering 
into and maintaining cordial relations with a Persian Chief who had: given trouble to 
the Persian aud British Governments by raids and other breaches of the peace. In 
reply to an y by his Excellency as to what I thought ought to be dono, I observed 
that it was for the Persian Government, which under the late frontier Agreement had 
assumed responsibility towards Great Britain for the good behaviour of this particular 
tribe, to decide upon its own course of action, but that it, seemed to me that the first 
step should be to bring Mr. Miller's proceedings to the knowledge of the Sha and of 
his own Minister. T should be quite willing on my own part, if he wished it, to mention 
the matter to M. Arzyropoulo, 

‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh replied that he would certainly show the letters to His 
Majesty and to my Russian colleague. 

Lhave, &e, 

(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 187. 


Mr, Miller to Meer Khan Mahomed. 
(Translation.) Tuly 2, 1901, 

T HOPE you are in good health. I have received your letter of 25th Safer 
(13th June), and T was very pleased with the contents, and f thank you very much for 
the services you have rendered to the Sartop (General). I hope that our’ friendship 
from to-day may continue, By the bearer, Khoda Dad, T send you a Kerman shawl 
and to Khoda Dad himself 50 krans, 

Should you send me reports of the frontier and other places in Baluchistan, 1 
will take your case into consideration, No more tronble to give you, {wish you every. 
Tuck and prosperit 

(Signed) SEANDER-BIN-JACOOB, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 137. 


Ali Tohn to Serdar Mersa Khan Mahomed Kian, 
(Translation, 

T HOPE you are in good health; Dad Khoda, my relation, brought me your 
letters I took it to the Consul aid rend it to him; hie was very grateful L hop le 
will send you a robe of honour through me, You will report the proceedings of the 
English at Shahkoot (Quetta) ; I will give it to the Consul, 

Please let me know if you want anything that 1 may send it to you, If you will 
send me any good women slaves I will pay you for them. This has nothing to do with 
the Consul, 

If you send any earavans to Seistan every hospitality will be shown them, and they 
will be Supplied with wheat, 

Lam very much respected by the Persian authorities, 

At present there is no one more influential than myself in Seistan. 

Please let me know if 1 can do anything for you, 

Lhope to be able to have the pleasure of niveting you if the Consul will give me 
permission to do so. 

(Sigued) MEER ALI JOHN, 
‘Munchi of the Consul, 





(1695) 2K 
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No. 138. 
Sir A. Hiirdinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received Noveniber 18.) 


9 165.) 
My Lord, 
T HAVE the honour to inelose herewith » copy of 
encral at Isfuban, reporting: a conversation on Persian pol 
UM, Joseph Walton, M.P., to whom 1 had given a letter introducinys him to 
His Ty petial Highness. 
Thave, &e. 
(signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


Inclosure in No. 138. 


Consil-Genecul Preece to Sir A. Hardinge. 

0, A.) 

Tefal, October 14, 1901. 

LBKG to report that on Friday, the 111 instant, [ took Mr. Joseph Walton, MP. 
to se the Zilos-Sultan, ‘The Prince was most pleasant with Mr. Walton, entered 
frecly into conversation with Irim, and gaye him an interview of over an hour, 

‘Mr, Walton tried! to draw from the P rince « promis: sistance with regard to 
the Isfulan-Abwaz Road, His Royal Highness obse he did all he coulil to 
Liclp) British interests in every dircetion, hut be said * are better than one, 
and for trade and strategival purposes you want other roads, and the best road you cam 
make which will not only. assist your commerce, hut be most useful for strategical 
purposes, iy one from Bunder \bbas vit Kirman and Yead to Isfahan, or direct to Yeza 
And on (0 Isfahan” Mr, Walton, who was rather dubious as to the position of these 
fess ind wax shown thom on ‘the map by the Prince, then referred to the Nushki 

onl, 


Hig Royal Highness Phat isall yery good, but it should also he brought 


onto Kirman, and so onto Isfaban, You can rely on it that as far as the north of 


Persia is concerned you have practically lost it, Azarbajjan, Khorassan, Mazanderan, 
and the north of frakajami are for all practical purposes now Russian, “She has only 
to stroteli out her hand andean, when she likes, absorb them, All your endeavours 
should be directed towards saving the south from her. Your policy in Persia is 
jueomprcheisible, You will beliove in the Amin-es-Sultan, I have for the last twenty 
Years Inypressod on your Ministers that he iy your enemy, and Tam right, He always 
J. No matter what he may do for you, itis only to throw dust in your eyes. Yon 
tre a ich people, Why do you not spend a little money in Persia? “You thave given 
‘Abdul Rahinan 120,000/, a-year in cash, to say nothing of other things, If you only 
spent 20,0001, e-year among our Ministers in ‘Tehran, we area very venal people, you 
ould do what you like. 

‘With reference to the death of the Ameer, the Prince did not think that there 
ould be any complications: in Afghanistan unless the Russians intrigued with Amra 
Jin. Yakub and Ayub Khans in India he thought safeguarded any chance of 
local rising. 

His Koyal Highness, who wore the insignia of the Str of India, gave Mr. Walton 
two photographs of himself, and in return was promised a copy of Mr. Walton's book 
on China, 

"Yesterday, in accordance with your instruetions U presonted Mr. Savage Landor to 
His Highness. "In the course of a short private talk I bad with the Prince, he showed 
ime vory plainly that he did not think very much of Mr. Walton's knowledge of the 
holities or geography of Persia, but he weleomed his coming as. that of » man who 
Kas trying to improve the knowledge of Persia in England, which was much to be 
desired. 

With Mr, Savage Landor he ad some conversation regarding China and his 
experiences in. ‘Thibel, but none on Persian polities. He also gave him a photo- 
graph and letters to his son, the Jellal-ud-Dowleh at Yezd, and to the Governor of 
Kirwan, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) J. R. PREECE. 
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No. 139, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received November 18.) 


(No. 166.) 
My Lord, Pehran, October 28, 1% 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my telegram No. 62 of 
the 14th inssant, copies of correspondence which has passed between the Atabeg-i- 
sam and myself, on the subject of the alleged intention to give the Russian Bank 
monopoly for the supply of silver to the Mint. ter, 

Tee Lordship will observe that His Highness denies that any such intention exists. 
T cannot, however, but suspect that che proposal mast have been put forward, ns 
M. Tingels, the new Master of the Mint, couveyed a distinet intimation to that effect 

‘when he took the Mint over from him. 

Teis possible that this indise ngels, followed up by my. 
action ead that of M, Rabino may have nipped the scheme in the bud, before it had 
time to mature. 

Tt must, of course, int imports its own silver 
it may find it most eo iy iti the Persian Government, 
makes a fresh large Russian loan throug! diary of the Banque de 
Prits. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


eS 


Inclosure 1 in No. 139. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the AtabegeinAzarn, 


Your Highness, Tehran, October 20, 1901, 
Li reported in Tehran that in connection with recent changes in the Mint an 

arrangement, has been mate, of is contemplated, whereby a rwonopoly of supplying 

Silver for coinage is to bo given to the Banque de Préts. < f 

“rhe Imperial Bavk of Persia, justly alarmed at tho possiblity of this rumour being 
trae, directed its Manager here to lay before your Highness a respectful protest agalher 
ee aice which it regards as a violation of the terms of its Concession, and has asked 
the British Government to support its action. i 

Your Highness did ML Rabino the honour of sending: bin « reply, whieh he has 
shown me, and which, while implying that this report, is unfounded, does not, however, 
say so clearly and positively. ; 

‘Although, pemonally, L have no doubt that a measure such as T have deseribed would 
not be sanctioned by your Highness, it would be a great satisfaction to me to be able 
definitely to assure my Government — : 

1. ‘That no monopoly or exclusive right for the coinage of silver, has eon, or is 
about to be, granted to the Russian Bank. 

othe ao contract has been or is about to be concluded with the Russian Bank of 
such a nature as to prevent the Imperial Bank from importing silver after its present 
stock is exhausted. 

‘{ triendly assurance from your Iighness on these, two points would) prevent, the 
probability of my being instructed to address to the Persian Government an official 
Protest on behalt of His Majesty’s Government and ould tend to dispel misapprehensions 
As to the reasons for the appointment of a new Master at the Mint, 

T have, &¢. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


———— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 189. 


‘The Atabeg-i-Azam to Sir A. Hardinge, 

(Translation.) October 27, 1901 
TTLAVE roceived with surprise your Excellency’s note of the 20th instant, in whieh 

it was stated that “itis reported in ‘Tehran that in connection with recent changes i 

the Mint an arrangement has been made, ot is contemplated, whereby a monopoly of 

supplying silver for coinage is to be given to the Banque de Préts.” 





























'o negotiation of this ki 

no intention of granting to avy ither the Banque de Préts or any one else, the 
monopoly of coining silver in the State Mint. ‘The Mint will either import its own 
silver itself or will be supplied by others, In the latter ease the Imperial Bank of 
Porsia, the Banque de Prits, the Persian and foreign merchants, will all be treated 
equally and wit ction. No new arrangement has or will be made as to 
prevent the Mint from accepting the silver from the Imp and whenever that 
Bank has any silver for coinage it should inform M. Engels, the Mint Master, before. 
hand, and arrange the business with him. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 10. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Atabege- 
Your Highness, , 1901, 
T HAVE received with much satistuction your Highness’ note of yesterday's date 
horitatively contradicting the rumour of w special arrangement with’ the Banque de 
for the importation of silver for the Persian Mint, aud assuring me that no arrange- 
ment will be made with it iy respect of the supply of silver to the disudra 
Imperial Bank of Persia, whieh itis your desite to treat equally in this matte 
Tam sending a copy of this letter, as also of the explanations which your Highness 
hus been good enough to give me with regard to the recent change in the Adwinistra- 
tion of the Mint, to His Majesty's Socretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
L avail, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 





No. 140, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lanstlowne—(Received November 18,) 


(No. 107.) 
My Lord, Tehran, October 20, 190. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith an extract from the Meshed just 
roceived, giving an account of General Kuropatkine’s visit to Askabad, 
T have, &« 
(Signed) ARTHUR Hi, HARDINGE, 


Tnelosure in No. 140, 


Extract from Meshed Diary for Week ending October 18, 1901. 


nfo othe OF official news of the death of the late Amecr of Afghanistan T 
informed the local Goyernor and Karguzar, [held a reception at which all the trading. 
Afghans wero present, including the Afghan Agent; the Governor and Karguzar sent 
Tepteseitatives to express condolence. By order of His Majesty the Shah prayers were 
read in the Shrine, ‘The Governor and all the trading Persian officials were ordered to 
atten, 


disposed people have been busy spreading false reports regarding Afghanistan, 


such that ¢ 
runious, 

The visit of General Kuropatkine to the Afghan fronticr gives rise to some 
speculation, 

1 have received the following news concerning the arrival of General Kuropatkine 
at Askabad :— 

iihe Askabad Railway Station was gaily decorated with fags, costly ‘Tarcoman 
carpets were spread on the platform, and in @ large room 400 seats were provided for 
the accommodation of civil and military. oficers who were present to reecive. him, 
In ‘this room the General remained talking with the Governor of ‘Tashkend und 
thers, A procession was then formed of earriages and Cossack detachments in full 
res, 

On one side of the road outside the station were lined troops, while on the other 
Tepresentatives of Russian colonists, Tureoman Chiefs, Armenian merchants, Russian 


he Sipar Salar at Herat hud been murdered, but no credence is given to such 
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subjects from the Caucasus, Persian traders resident in Askabad, and lastly the Babis, 
Bread and salt was offered by each of these groups as the General passed. General 
Kuropatkine addressed these various groups as follows : 

To the Russian Colonists he reminded them that the future prosperity of the 
Jand round Askabad rested with them ; that he hoped they would set _a good example to 
the people of the country. He was especially attentive o the Turcoman Chiefs, 
praising their general bearing, He rejoiced, he said, at their prospenty, which, he 
said, they owed to His Imperial Majesty the Czar, He reminded them that they were 
formerly savages, enslaving people and being theniselves sold, but that now they were 

noble race, whose swords were always ready, should oecasion arise, to be drawn for 
His Imperial Majesty the Czar, 

‘The Turcoimans received the speech with enthusiasm, throwing up their eaps and 
cheering. 

‘To the Babis he spoke kindly, and said he was glad to find them happy in their land 
of adopt 

‘The following day a review was held of all the troops in Askabad, 

Tt had been’ arranged that General Kuropatkine was (o attend manauyres at 
Goch Topa and to visit Bokhara and ‘Tashkend ; news, however, being received of the 
death of the late Ameer of Afghanistan, these plans were altered, After completing 
his ingestion of all Goverament buildings in Askabad, ho left on the fourth day aftr 
his arrival by train for Merv en route for Khushk port. 

‘The general talk at Askabad was about Russian projected railways, and as to what 
Aecision would be arrived at by General Kuropatkine, also concerning the concentration 
of troops at Kishk. ‘The Russian engineers were said to have said that a railway to 
Seistan could not be built without making a tunnel at that place, 

Taguage and servants of Mr. Miller, Russian Vice-Consul in Seistan, have 

in Meshed. Mr, Miller, after he has made a tour in the south of Persia, will, T 

believe, himself return to Meshed, leaving his brother the doctor in charge at the Viee= 
Consult 

‘The Russian survey for a railway from Askabad, or rather Auro, being completed 
to Kudian, no further action is being taken by them, 

All aitention for the moment seems to be directed towards Khushk port owing no 

's visit thore, 

From Krasnovodsk it is reported that one waggon-lond of anmunition was dispatchod 
to Khushk on the Srd October. 

General Kuropatkine is said to have stated that his visit to ‘Transcaspia. had no 
particular meaning, his intention being merely to speak to the Afshans, 

It is said that the Amir of Bokarn hns ceded the Province of Shinabad to the 


inue to reecive reports of the arrival and storage of provisions and ammunition 
at Pata Kisar, 





No. 141, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received November 18.) 


(No. 168.) 
My Lord, Tehran, October 30, 1901, 

I HAVE the honour to report. with reference to previous correspondence, that 
the Indian guard for His Majesty's Consulato-General at Ispaban arsived there about 
a fortnight ago. 

Somewhat to my surprise, the Persian Government have taken no notice of their 
arrival beyond sending the Miftah-es-Sultaneh, an official of the Foreign Offic, to ask 
for explanations of a report from the authorities at Bushire, announcing the landin 
of these sowars there. I explained to him that, as the Russian Consul at Ispaban hi 
a guard of six Russian Cossacks, it had been decided by His Majesty's Government 
for some time past to givo a somewhat larger guard to the British Consul-General, and 
that their arrival had been arranged to coincide with my projected but deferred tour 
An the south, so that they could act as my escort on that occasion. 

i a es estan smiled, and remarked, “The Russian has six, so you at 

5 21 
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at once onder up sixteen,” Te added that he would report what T had said to the 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh, but neither bis Excellency nor the Grand Vizier have as yet 
adverted to the subject. 
Thave, &c. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No, 142. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 18.) 


(No, 98. Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, October 30, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of my telegram, Commereial, of to- 
day's date, that the Grand Vizier yesterday gave me the following aecount of the present 
state of the Russo-Persian commercial negotiations, 

‘The Russian Government has agreed to the Persian proposals for a reduetion of 
the import duties on silks and cottons. With respect to tea, his Highness stated that 
the Russians had, with @ good deal of difficulty, been induced to accept the compromise 
embodied in my Memorandum of the 22nd September, a copy of which I have the honour 
to inclose herewith, ‘here wa therefore complete agreement as regards the question 
of dt 

‘On most of the other points at issue, ay to which I had the honour to report to 

our Lordship in my despateh No, 38, Commercial, of the 18th ultimo, an agreement 
hail also been arrived at, the Russians having waived or greatly movitied their original 
demands. 

‘On one point, however, the agreement. thus effected may, think, xive rise to 
discussions with ourselves. ‘The Russian Goyernment at first demanded, not as 

‘ered from his Highness original statement, that foreign roud Companies should be 
prove oted from levying tolls, but that the amount of the tolls levied by them should be 
five! by the Russian Legation, 

‘The object of this provision, to which the Atabog-isAzam objected as incon- 
sistent with the independence of Persia, was to protect the Russian roads from 
Rest and abreez (should the Intter be granted to a Russian Company) from the 
competition of other trade routes on which lower rates were charged. But the 
Persian Government, as T understand from his Highness, though they did not agree 
to this demand, ondertook that they themselves vould fix the tolls to be charged, and 
would do 40 in such n manner as to prevent the competition being injurious to the 
Russian roads. {tis obvious that this proposal contains the seeds of considerable 
difficulties, 

‘Pho tolls levied by the Tmperial Bank on the ‘Tehran-Kum-Sultanabad road 
fare much lower than those on, tho Tussian road from Resht, and if the road is extended 
to Ahwaz, and the Persian Government insist on the Company's levying tolls as high ax 
those charged on the Resht road, it is conceivable that trae may he driven off it to the 
oli nitive tracks, or follow lew wtes runuing parallel to it, ani ereated by eamelmen 
and charyadars aeross the uninclosed plains aad hills, (The Ahwaz route from the Gulf 
to Tehran, for example, would be placed at a disadvantage as compared with that from 
Bushire. 

‘The danger is not the same in the ease of the Resht road, as caravans, even 
if they avoid that highway, must come on to it at the point at Menjil, where it crosses 
the River Sefidrud, and at'which a turnpike intercepts them. 1 di 
yesterday to the Grand Vizier as my time was limited, and had to di 1e question 
Of the Russian loan as wells but Lshall take an early opportunity of bringing it to the 
notice of the Persian Government. 

Tis Highness added that the new Tariff would he in foree for ten years, after which 
it would bo subject to revision, but that he vas still at issue with the Ris 
as to the elect of the expiration of this term. ‘They insisted that if b 
expired the two Governments lind failed to come to an agreement as to a 
‘old 5 per cent. ad valorem regime of the ‘Treaty of Tureomanchai should revive, whilst the 
Persian Government demanded that they should be free to negotiate, like any other 
independent Power, a new Commercial Treaty when their prosent one came to an end. 
‘This question was now before M, de Witte, and the fate of the new Tariff depended on 
his reply. 

So far the results, assuming always that these concessions by Russin do not veil 
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some secret political understanding, have not been so unfavourable to Persia as at first 
seemed likely to be the ease, and it is satisfactory that the new Tariff will be susceptible 
of revision within a fixed period and not as the Russians at first insisted it should be, at 
their discretion alone. I trust your Lordship will approve of the compromise I have 
effected about tea; it was the best I could do for our interests under the eireumstances, 
and it leaves the door open for subsequent. discussions between His Majesty's Goverm- 
ment and thet of Persia. 
Thave, &e, 
Gigned) ' ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 


Inclosure in No, 142. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Atabeg-i-Azam. 


(Confidential.) 
Your Highness, Tehran, September 22, 1901, 
WITH reference to the question of the tea duties, 1 would venture to submit a 
saggeation to your Llighness which may possily help us to get over the dificult. I 
must premise by saying that I have no authority from my Government to make it, and 
that they may not entertain it; but, with a view to minimising causes of disagreoment, 
T will take upon myself the responsibility of making it and recommending its acceptance 
in London, It is that the Persian Government should, without actually raising the duty 
upon ten, insert in the new Treaty a clause enabling them, should they see fit to increase 
it up to & maximum of 10 krans per batman, and to redueo and alter the duty from time 
to time, as may be most convenient, ‘They would not, be obliged to put a high duty on 
tea, but would have a power to raise and lower the duty, within certain limits, from time 
to time, should any special necessity arise, ‘They might put it on for, say, a year, tll 
they have yot the increased revenue from Customs which they require, and then, if it 
rere found to be prejudicial to trade between India and Persia or to thie interests of the 
Persian constimers, reduce it to its former scale, I do not think that an arrangement of 
this kind would be so objectionable to my Government as a permanent duty on our 
great Indian product, which could not be altered without a fresh negotiation with 
Russia, If your Higlmess thinks the suggestion feasible, I will sound my Government 
on the subject, 


(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 





No, 143. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge, 

(No. 65.) 

(Melegraphic) P. Foreign Office, November 18, 1901. 
HAVE reccived your telegram No. 78 of yesterday's dato relative to the proposed 

advance to the Persian Government. 

His Majesty's Government would see no objection to the embodiment, im a 
separate Agreement between the two Governments, of the conditions relative to ‘Tarité 
changes and go the Southern ports and provinces, provided it is made clear that the 
oan is dependent on the fulfilment of these conditions 

‘The Government of India eaunot, however, abandon the condition that. the loan 
is not to be repayable within period of ton years unless with the consent of His 
Majesty's Government, and that the security shall not be made use of for other 
transactions. 

Tf your proposal that the Shah should send foryowand the Russian Representative 
were carried out, you might be placed in a difficult and undignified position, ‘he 
rebull would be & serious one if His Majesty were to refuse his cousont, 

It would be preferable that you should embody ina Memorandum the financial 
proposals of His Majesty's Government ; this could then be submittod by the Grand 
Vizier to the Shah for his orders, and permission could be given to communicate it, 
should His Majesty think fit, to the Russian Representative, 

‘hore is no need for any specific mention of Mohammerah if you are able to 
obtain an admission that it is covered by the expression Gulf ports.” 
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No, 144, 


Foreign Office to the Imperial Bank of Persia. 
(Confidential,) i 
‘Sir, Foreign Office, November 18, 19 

1AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to state that His Majesty’s Mi 
at Tehran has learned from the Acting Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia, in 
that capital, that he has been author by your Board to sell to the Persian Govern- 
ment the Concession held by the bank for the road from Tehran to Kum and 
Sultanabad for 20,0002, and that this offer has been accepted by the Shah, 

Tam to request you. tobe good enough to inform his Lonlship whether this state- 
ment is correet, 

Sir A. Hardinge is apprehensive that the Persian Government may reeell the 
Concession to the Russian Bank, and he is of opinion that such a transaction would be 
detrimental to British interests. 

Lam, & 
ved) T. H. SANDERSON. 





No, 145, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 19,) 


‘DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scerotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secrotary, Simla, dated the 24th October, regarding a proposed 
survey of certain portions of he Persian Gul 

copy hins heen sent to the Admiralty. 


India Ofice, November 18, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 145, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Bushire, August 11, 1901. 

THAYVE the honour to suggest, for the consideration of the Government of India, 
that an carly opportunity might be taken to improve the existing marine survey of the 
Persian Gulf. ‘The parts of the Gulf to which I particularly allude include the 
of Bahrein, between the island and the mainland, which is at_present only pa 
surveyed, and also round the coast of El Katr. am of opinion that an occasion might 
arlag lien such x survey woul prove very usfu, while fom a politiea! point of view, 
it might serve to impress still further upon the ‘Turks that any intrigue i 
with reference to Babrein will he futile, © Beets os Be Date 

T trust that if a survey ship is available during the forthcoming cold weather, the 
matter may receive cousideration, 

Thave, 
_ (Signed) . A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 145, 
Government of India to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball, 
Simla, October 21, 1901. 


receipt of your letter dated the 11th August 
pbvertunity should be taken to improve the existing 


TAM directed to acknonledge the recet 
last, recommending that an early 
marine survey of the Persian Gul 
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Orders have been issued to the Director of the Royal Indian Marine to carry out 
the survey during the approaching cold weather. ‘The officer in command of the survey 
willbe dirested to proceed to Bushire and to consult you before commencing work. 

have, &e. 
(Signed) J.B. WOOD, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of India. 





No. 146. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 19.) 


‘VHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under: 
Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in & 
etter from the Forcign Secretary, Simla, dated the 24th October, respecting affairs at 
‘Ad Dareja, &. a 

“A copy las been sent to the Intelligence Division, War Office. 


India Office, November 18, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 116. 
Government of Bombay to Government of India, 


Sir, Bombay Castle, October 18, 1901. 

IN continuation of my Confidential letter, dated the 26th September Inst, 1 am 

directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Goverument of India, copy of 

letter from the Political Resident, Aden, dated the 24th Soptember Inst, and of its 
inclosure, regarding the state of affairs at Ad Daroja and Taiz, 
L have, &, 

(Signed) ' J. L, JENKINS, 
Acting Secretary to Government. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 146. 
Brigadier-General Maitland to Government of Bombay. 


Sir, Aden Resulency, September 24, 1901. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith a copy of a Report by Captain Pilleau, 
Sth Bombay E.J., dated Musemir, 2ist September, which is of interest. 

‘The change in the Governorship of Taiz is confirmed from other sources. f 

‘The late Mutessarif has all along been the friend and supporter of Muhammad.bin- 
Nasir Mukbil, and his departure is a favourable sign, 

Thave, &. r : 
(Signed) B, J. MAITLAND, Brigudier-Generat, 
Political Resident, Aden. 


Se 
Tnelosure 3 in No. 146, 
Captain Pilleau to First Assistant Resident, Aden. 


Su, Camp Musemir, September 21, 1901, 

I HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Resident, that everything 
remains quiet near Ad Dareja. eats 

Kafilas passing through from Mavia yesterday report that a new Mutessarif arrived 
at Taiz some five or six days ago, in place of the former man, who was a friend and 
protector of Muhammad-bin-Nasir. ‘They report that on his arrival in Taiz he found 
‘over 100 people in the prison who had been placed there by Muhammad-bin-Nasir on 
various trifling causes, The new Mutessarif ordered all the people to be released. 

(1695) 2 
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‘They also report that Muhammad-bin-Nasir is still in Mavia and refuses to stir out 
of his house, 

‘A man who had been to the weekly bazaar at Ad Dthala returned yesterdayZand 
stated that there are Turkish troops in Al Jalila and Al Waara (a short distance to the 
north-east of Al Jalila) watehing the border, but that they will probably return tofTaiz 
as soon as they are satisfied that the reports of a British force kaving left Aden are 
unfounded, as it is stated that their presence is urgently needed in the neizhbourhood of 
Eb and Jabeli, where the Zaidees have Leen causing much trouble lately by raiding the 
villages around, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) A. L, PILLEAU, Captain, 
5th Bombay Light Infantry. 





No. 117. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Recrived November 19.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information’ of the Secretary of State, eopy of telegrams 
regarding the proposed financial assistance to the Persian Government from Indian 
revenues, 


India Office, November 19, 1901, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 147. 


Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraph, India Office, November 6, 1901. 


HAVE to-day informed Foreign Oftice as follows :— 

‘ho Seeretary of State for India in Council is’ prepared to authorize an advance to 
the Persian Government, not exceeding 500,002, from the revenues of India, on the 
scourity of the customs revenue of the ports of the southern littoral of Persia, provided 
that the contemplated changes in the Persian Tarif! be negotiated with His Majesty's 
Government’as well as vith Russia, and provided that the Persian Government be 
reminded of the previons intimations of His Majesty's Government with regard to the 
Gulf ports, South Persia, and Seistan, and ho willing to undertake that, in those parts 
of Persia, advantages shall be conceded to Tis Majesty’s Government, not less than any 
that have heen, or may he herwatter, conceded to any other forcigm Power or its subjects 
in other parts’ of the country, ‘The rate of interest, should he 4 per cent., and the 
question of a sinking fund should be a subject for negotiation, Tis Lordship takes note 
With satisfaction of Che assurance of the Persian Government Uiat the reve) 

Seistan will not be pledged to any foreign Power, and he understands the ple 
extend to the subjects of any such Power, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 147, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(tetegrar hic) India Office, November 16, 1901, 
PERSIAN loan, ‘Telegram sent to Hardinge, 1th November, in reply to his 
No. 75, to following effeet -— 

“‘Ttis not our business to ascertain views of Russian Government as to advance to 
Persian Government from British revenues, But you may inform Grand Vizier of 
Janguage held by Witte to Hardinge, whi gests advance through ageney 
of Imperial Bank would not he open to objection issinn point of view, 
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No. 148. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 19.) 
(No. 


& ) 
(felegraphic.) P. 
IN obedience to your Lords! 


Tehran, November 19, 1901. 





No. 149, 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received November 20.) 


Sir, 25, Abchureh Lane, London, November 19, 1901. , 
T HAVE the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 18th, which I havo laid 
before the Board of the Imperial Bank of Persia, amd Lam directed to reply that a 
proposal has been made by the Bank to. the Persian Government to sell part of their 
road Concession between ‘Tehran and Sultanabad and Kom and Ispahan, and that the 
proposal has been favourably entertained, although no definite arrangement has yet 
Been made, _ The Board of the Imperial Bank ave long considered, as you are aware, that 
it was desirable, in the interests of their sharcholders, to divest themselves of a Conces- 
msistent with the work of a bank, and which they were not. in a 
ithout that active eo-operation and financial assistance on the part of 
Government whieh they despaired of obtaining. 

Ji regard to the concluding paragraph of your letter, the Board ean only assume 
that the Persian Government, in its present embarrassed finareial condition, would not 
consent to purchase the northern part of the Concession unless it saw ils way tow 
resale to other parties on advantageous terms. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) G, NEWELL, Manager. 





No. 150. 
Initia Ofice to Foreign Office—(Received November 20.) 


HE Under-Scerctary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 1Sth November, respecting financial assistance to the Persian 
Government. 


India Office, November 19, 1901, 


Tuelosure in No, 160. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


India Office, November 18, 1901. 
wember Foreign Office instructed Minister at Tehran, in accordance with 
my telegram to you of same date, aiding that undertaking as to Seistan revenues should 
tie placed on forinal reeord, and that an advance through Imperial Bank could not be 
agra On following day Chargé d’Affaires, St, Petersburgh, reported that Witte 


stated he would have no objection to English Bank advancing money to Persia, 
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Foreign Office thercfore instructed Tehran not absolutely to reject advance through 
Tmperial Bank if pressed by Grand Vizier, and suggested that Bank might act as 
agent, - Z 
~ ‘Vehran replied in No. 75, which he repeated to you, Foreign Office replied 14th 
November in teleg iy repeated to you by me, Tehran again, 15th November, 
urged advance by or through Bank. | Poreign ¢ WGth November, authorized 
proposal to the Persian Coven that advan Je through agency of 
Bunk, ‘Tehran telegraphs, £71h, No. 78, reapitulating. proposal for advance by Bank, 
not through its agency, of 300,001, on same security as last spring, adding that 
promises about tariff, &e., could probably be secured by separate agreement, whose 
connection with advance would not appear.” As alternative, he proposes that in 
Hardinge’s presence Shahi should reeapituate to Russian Minister British offer, 
gnnttng all eonitons except as to security and mode of payment, and a whether 
ussia consents; if not, why not, and will Russia make required advance w e 
Banh On 1 ussia required ad\ ithout fresh 
ix anxious to consult Russia, Hardinge admils secret cannot be kept, 
and says our elorts shoul be directed to abtainins open discussion with Ru or at 
least preventing secret arrangement.” Hardinge adds, “it would be better, whatever 
happens, {o omit specific mention of Mohammerah, whicl might eause complications, 
For our purposes it is covered by expression * Gulf ports." 





No. 151, 


India Ofice to Foreign Office-—(Received November 20.) 


1 September, the Under-Secretary 
the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
nilton, forwards herewith, for the informa- 

th 

dhrein, 


India Office, November 20, 1901, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 151, 


Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of Initia. 
Bir, 
ir, Bushire, September 16, 1901, 
to your letter, dated the 25th August, 
. 1 correspondence having reference to 
ported hy ane which occurred last year off the Arabian coast of the 


__ LHAVE the honour to invite a referen 
fora for iny information, copies of certs 
the piravies rey 
Porsinn Gulf, 
I think it is as well to point ont that my 

é 0 point 0 y letter of the 12thAugust ferr 
‘a separate matter, namely, the murder of Sheikh Selman Diaiatihalfa relating 
ile Ae ig ist uy Rahrein, which took pliee at a place called ELT 
ciritory, last December, and had no connection with the  pirac 
apondene foswarded uuder your letter refers. 


So far as the piracies are concerned, it appes Turki 
erica mae corned, it appears that the Turkish authorities have 


1 of taking any further aetion, and L have the honour to forward, for th 
inforwration of the Government. of India, copy of a letter gecently received ty ate 
Mr. Wratislay on the suljge I'am considering whether i wil be possible for us to 
{ike any slaps te bring home to the Turks their responsiblity in the mater of 
Sarat pe to be able to submit before long some suggestions on the 


Daraya, with 
to which the corre- 


e T have, &. 
(Signed) C. A. REMBALI 
Officiating Political Resident in the Pera Gulf. 


———— 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 151. 
Consul Wratislaw to Liewtenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Sir, Bussorah, September 4, 1901, 

IN reply to Mr. Davies’ letters of the 15th July and 26th August, I have the 
honour to state that Ihave no information regarding any further steps taken by the 
‘arkish authorities in the matter of the piracies which took place in August and 
‘September of last year. 

‘he Vali positively declines even to enter into conversation with me concerning 
the claims and complaints of inhabitants of Babrein, which he asserts are the exclusive 
concern of the Turkish Government. 

Lam, Xe. 
(Signed) A. C, WRATISLAW. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 161. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Kembalt. 


Sir, Simla, October 21, 1901. 

LAM dirceted to refer to your letter of the 12th August last regarding the murder 
of Sheikh Selman-bin-Diaij-cl-Khalifa and others of Bahrein at El Daraya, 

‘You suggest that, in order to stimulate the Turkish authorities to greater activity 
in exacting reparation for the murder, one of His Majesty’s ships should be sent to Katif at 
some convenient opportunity, and that her Commander should be directed to inquire what 
Steps, if any, have beer taken by the local Turkish officials to punish the, perpetrators 
of the outrage. There is no objection to your suggestion being carried into effect, if 
the visit of  gan-boat ean conveniently be arranged. Upon this point you may com- 
munieate with the naval anthorities in the Gulf. [t appears doubtful, however, whether 
fany satisfactory result will be produced, and itis understood that His Britannic 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople has reeently been authorized to press the 
Turkish Government for the arrest and punishment of the assailants of Sheikh Selman 
while they are in the interior of Arabi 

Tam to take this opportunity of forwarding, for your information, a copy of some 
correspondonee® which has heen received from India Office on the subject under 
notice, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) . B. WOOD, 
Under-Secretary to the Government of Ludia. 





No, 152. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 20, 1901. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 24th September Inst, { am directed by the 
Marquess of Lansdowne io inform you that the King’s ratification of the Convention 
between the United Kingdom and Persia for the Central Persia (Kerman-Beluchistan) 
telegraph line wil be transmitted to His Majesty's Minister nt Tehran by the messenger 
Teaying London to-night, and that Sir A, Hardinge will be instructed to exchange the 
ratication against similar instrument on the part of the Shah of Persia 
am, &e, 
(Signed) ' T, H, SANDERSON. 





© See Part VI, Now. 94, 105, and 192, 
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No, 153, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 21.) 


IN continuation of this Office letter of the 25th March last, the Under-Secretary of 
State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
‘Afhics, and, by direction of Lord George Harilton, forwards hereeith (the crores 
of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in letter from the Foreign Secretary, 
Simla, dated the Bist October, regarding the adoption of a special fag by the Chief of 
Abu Dhabi. 


India Office, November 21, 1901. 


Inclosure in No, 153. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, October 5, 1901. 

| HAVE the honour to invite a reference to the correspondence ending with your 
Jetier, dated the 25th February last, on the sabject of the adoption of a special flag by the 
Chief of Abu Dhabi, 

After some correspondence with the Chief on the subject, I found it necessary to 
ldress a strongly-worded letter to him calling his attention to the Treaty in force, and 
informing him that the Government of India expected him to comply with the orders 
to revert to the flag formerly in use, 1 also requested the Commander of His 
Majesty's ship “Sphinx” to visit Abu Dhabi aud to interview the Chief on the 
subject, 

1am glad to be able to report that the Chief of Abu Dhabi has now complied 
With the orders of the Government of India, and bas discontinued the use of the 


new fig, cine 
ave, 
(Signed) ©. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 





No. 154. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receited November 21.) 


THE Und ary of Stite for India presents his compliments to the Undere 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Afloirs, nud, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forsvards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram. from 
the Political Resident, Aden, dated the 20th November, regarding Dilali affairs, 


India Office, November 21, 1901. 
—————— 
Tnelosure in No, 154. 
Political Resident, Aiten, to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Telegraphic, Aden, November 20, 1901. 


MY telesram of the 13th iustant, 


Removal of British flag: Davies reports that Wara villa 
and south-west of Jalela pay reve 
‘open force 


with all villages west 
nue to Amir, but flag was removed by night not by 
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No, 156". 
India Office to Fortign Office-—(Received Novémber 22.) 


India Office, November 21, 1901. 
os directei i i from the 
rected by Lord Hamilton to inclose a copy of a letter from 
Goversment of Ladin afol 11th October Inst, with inclosures; om whieh it pears 
that, after connotation with His Majesty's Minister at Toran, they have deci 
i i it at Bampur in Persian Baluchistan, Z 

ares 1 La ‘Lansiowne's concurrence, Lord George Hamilton. proposes to 
approve the decision of the Government of India. 


&. 
(Gigned)” HORACE WALPOLE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 156*. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


My Lord, Simla, October Me 1901. i 

YOUR Lordship is aware that we havo for some time contemplated tho appoint- 
ment A Native reo at Bampur in Persian Baluchistan. We have now the Nongue 
to report, for the information of His Majesty’s Government, that, after consultati 3 
with His Britannic Majesty's Minister at Tehran, we have decided to fill this apy ne i. 
Inent in the approaching cold season, and havo selected, as the first ineumbent, Khan 
‘Ashgar Ali Beg Bahadur, a surveyor who was recently employed with Major Sykes 
in Kerman, ‘The cost of the appointment is estimated at $24 rupees a-month, as 
shown in the margin,* exclusive of travelling allowance, and there will be as 
initial expenditure of about 400 rupees on account of outfit, provision of tents, camp 
aa aay of the correspondence is inclosed. We trust that our proceedings wil 
meet with your Lordship's approval. ee 


(Signed) CURZON. 


EF, 
E, RB. BLLES. 
A. T. ARUNDEL. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 156*. 
Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge. 


i Simla, May 26, 1901. 
(Telegraphic) d eee , 1 
RNMENT of India © to appoint Native Agent at Bampur, 
ani OVSMIDEENE of En pop in, pit Naive Ago a 
officer with Crookshank. 


TMumbi vs 
2 Peons at 12 rupees 

+2 Dik sowars at 20 rupees Ae, 
Stationery and petty contingent expenditure, 


[1605) 
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Tnelosure 3 in No. 156°. 
Sir A. Hardinge to Government of India, 


(Welegraphic,) 
YOUR (clegram of to-day: Bampur. 
Tshould think Native officer suggested by Sykes vory suitable. Local Governor 


seems to be a bad ch and an independent man of some firmness, not a Persian, 
would in any ease be desirable. 


Tehran, May 26, 1901. 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 156%. 


Govornment of Intlin to Sir A, Harilinge. 


(Polegraphic.) 
YOUR tc 
Lhe Viceroy ui i nent might, if you concur, be informed of 
in the autumn, Reason given might be 
n make the appointment 

vory desitablo, so that local Governor may bo promptly informed of fact 
Agent would be about 150 rupees asmonth, and Ashgar Ali, surveyor, recontly with 

Sykes in Kevan, would probably be select 


Simla, June 11. 1901. 


Tuclosure & in No, 150". 
Sir A. Hardinge to Government of India. 
+ (elegraphie.) 
YOUR tologram, 11th June, 
T concur, anil am prepared to inform Persian Government. 


Tehran, June 12, 1901. 


Tnclosuro 6 in No, 156%, 


Government of India to Sir A, Hardinge. 


ml, September V7, 1901, 
LAM directed to rter to the correspondence ending with my telegram, dated the 
Ath September last, regarding the appointment of a British Agent at Bampur. ‘The 
surveyor, Khan Ashgar Ai Bog Bahadar, will probably leave Quetta for Bampur in 
November next, and will como under tho immodiato orders of His Titannic Majesty's 
Consul at Kerman, 


_ 2% A copy of a letter which has been addressed to Khan Ashgar Ali Beg Bahailue 
is inclosed for your information, 


Tnclosure 7 in No. 156*. 


Government of India to Khan Ashgar Ali Beg Bahadur. 


y Simla, September 17, 1901. 
LAM directed to inform you that you have been selected for the appointment of 
British Agent at Bampur in Porsian Baluchistan. Yon will be under the orders of 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul at Kerman, from whom you will receive detailed 
instructions as to Yourwork. Your prineipal duty will be to keep the Consul informed 
of the condition of affairs in Persian Baluchistan, and you will forward direct to the 
Agont to the Governor-General in Baluchistan copies of the periodical news reports 
which you furnish to the Consal. You will also be auth tbl toearreapan. dicot, 
when occasion requites it, with His Britannie Majesty's Vice-Consul for Seistan and 
Kain, and with the officers in Baluchistan whose charges adjoin the Persian border, 
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upon any commereial matters, or matters affecting the tranquillity of the border, which 
ane likely to be of interest to them. It should be your object to ingratinte yourself so 
far as is consistent with the proper discharge of your duties, with the Persian local 
Officials and people, and to assist the Consul at Kerman in affording protection and aid 
to His Britannic Majesty’s subjects, and in furthering British interests generally, 

® As British Agent, you will be granted an outfit allowance of 150 rupees, and 
‘you will receive a pay of 150 rupees a-month, with a sumptuary allowance of 10 rapeos 
ZMnonth, a horse allowance of 20 rnpecs a-month, and travelling allowance accordin 
to the ordinary rules, You will also be permitted to entertain the establishment noted 
in the margin.” You may inour charges not exegeling 10 rupees a-month for 
stationery and petty contingent expenditure. You will be allowed two small tents 
‘with suitable camp furniture; these should be obtained in India before you proceail 
to join your appointment. ‘The officer’ light field service tent, as supplied by the 
Elgin. Mills, Cawnpore, at a cost of 106 rupees, appears to bo of a suitable pattern. 
‘The bill for the tents and camp furniture, which should not exesed 250 rupees in all, 
may be forwarded to this offieo for payment. 

3, It will probably be convenient that you should proceed to Bampur either by 
way of Nushki and Seistan or through Baluch Makran, which will probably bo visited 
thy autumn by the Political Agent in Kalat, whose eamp you could necompany, You 
should arrange to reach Quetta, where you will roport yourself for orders to the First 
Assistant to the Agent to the Govemor-Goneral, vot later than the end of October. 
‘ho First Assistant will probably be able to arrange for your engaging a suitable 
establishment at Quetta, Before leaving Quetta, you showld inform the Consul at 
‘Korman of the dato on which you expect to reach Bampur, and on arrival at Bampur 
you should report to the Consul the arrangements which you make, or propose to make, 
In regard to quarters for yourself and establishment. 





Peon at 12 rupees 
2 Dik sowars at 20 rupees. ¢1 
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No. 155. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


7 Foreign Office, November 21, 1901. 

I HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the Sth instant, 

relative to the fresh evidence recently obtained of the traffic in slaves by Suri 
dhows. 

‘With reference to the instrnetions which the Secretary of State for India proposes 
should be sent to the British Agent at Muscat on the subject, I am directed by Lord 
Lansdowne to state that, pending the consideration of the reply to be returned to the 
statements of the French Ambassador, which are recorded in his Lordship’s despatch 

“No. 384 of the 14th August, to His Majesty's Ambassador at Paris, and which have 
been referred to the Government of India for their observations, he doubts the 
expediency of any fresh representations to the Sultan of Muscat, which would give rise 


to renewed appeals from His Highness in regard to the use of the French flag by Muscat 
vessels, 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) D, H, SANDERSON. 


No, 156, 


Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received November 21.)} 


No. 154.) 

Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 21, 1901. 
NEB officers selected for the Aden ¥émen frontier delimitation started yester- 

day for Sanaa on the steam-ship “ Khediyich.” ‘They are Staff Colonel Moustapha 

Remzi Bey and Lieutenant-Colonel Ibrahim Subhi Bey, Other officers will meet 

them at Sanaa, whence the party is to proceed to the frontier. 


No. 157. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


oi Foreign Office, November 23, 1901. 

WITIT reference to your letter of the 14th instant, T am directed by the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to inform you that the French Ambassador stated to him on the 20th 
instant that he had made inquiries as to the status of M, Goguycr at Muscat; that that 
gentleman was believed to be the representative of an “agent de navigation,” and 
that there was no reason for thinking that he had any official position, although he 
might be employed by the French Consulate as a “ conim 

M. Cambon’s information was, however, not precise, and his Excellency stated 
that he would endeavour to obtain something more definite. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 158. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 25.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of the telegrams. 
respecting the atfairs of the tribal territory near Aden. 


India Office, November 23, 1901. 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 158. 
Political Resident, Aden, to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) November 19, 1901. 
FOLLOWING telegram sent to Government of Bombay :— 
« Your telegram of 17th November. 
« Demareation of frontier. 
Davies has already returned and submitted report. 

“Ag regards demarcation of Amiri country Wahab line makes bad frontier, and 
would, I think, he unjust to Amir, who, it now appears, is actually in possession of a 
Humber of villages to the west of it. Further, I doubt whether Turks have any right 
to districts of Aimed! Mehrabi Azrake, which they do not occupy, while beyond. them 
is Mafare, which seems undoubtedly to belong to Amir. People of all these districts 
would strongly object to being handed over to Turkey, and resistance might be 
offered. 

“Large scale survey, zone of demarcation taking in country both sides of line, 
‘appears necessary, and should be carried on well ahead of the Delimitation Commis 
sion, 

“Tnstruetions should, in my opinion, direct boundary to be demarcated at limit of 
tribes [2 }* Subaihi Haushabi Amiri country, Oboe, and any other under British 
protection oF in British sphere of influence, limits to be as they existed in 1870, but 
Where ‘Turkey can show continuous occupation lasting ten years question to he referred 
to respective Governments, 

“Tam strongly recommending conclusion of ‘Treaty with Bedar Behan and Upper 
Yafii before delimilation is commenced. 

“Davies! report will be forwarded next mail. 

+ Please await,” 


Inclosure 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic,) November 22, 1901, 
ney telegram of 14th November. 

Aden frontier. 

‘Purkish Commissioners, Colonel Mustafa Remzi and Lieutenant-Colonel Tbrabim 
Subhy, left Coustantinople 20th November by steam-ship “Khedive” for Sana, to join 
‘other officcrs and proceed to frontier. 





No. 150, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reccived November 25.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India. presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwanls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the B1st October, respecting the 
death of the Vizier of the Sultan of Muscat, 


India Office, November 25, 1901. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 189, 
Captain Cox to Government of India. 


Sir, Muscat, October 16, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to report, with the utmost regret, the sudden death last 
‘evening of Seyyid Saced-bin-Mahomed, the Vizier of His Highness the Sultan. 

In the evening I accompanied the Commanders of His Majesty's ships “ Perseus” 


© One group wndeeypherable, Perhaps “insuring.” 
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and “Assaye” on an official visit to the Sultan, at which Seyyid Sneed was present 
He liad, however, reeently been suffering from a. seyere cold. About an hour later T 
yeeeived 2 note from him, saying that sinee we had parted he had been coughing 
ood deal of blood, and requesting me to ask the Ageney Surgeon to go and see him, 
which the Istter at once did. Seyyid Saeed came to the door to mect Captain Smith, 
and after taking him inside was explaining his symptoms when, without any warning, 
he sunk to the floor and expired immediately, evidently from some internal 
hemorrhage. 

T attended his funeral this morning in company with the Sultan, and as the 
latter has half-masted his flag in respect to the deceased's memory, T and my Consular 
colleagues have followed suit. 

‘Apart from sympathy with the Sultan at the decease of his most. enlightened 
adviser, I find it difficult to. expr my own sense of the loss which I 
have personally sustained by death. It was only in January last 
that I regretted to have to report the death of Hassan Derwesh, for many years the 
valued Dragoman of this Consulate, and now in the person of Seyyidl Saced has 
passed away the second of the two natives who were most helpful to the interests of 
The British Government in Muscat, and whose services its Representatives ean least 
afford to lose. During the six montlis that: have passed since Hassan Dorwesh’s. death, 
Thave been altogether unable to find a successor eapable of filling his place satis- 
factorily, neither in the present case is there any one among the Sultan's retainers in 
the least qualified to take Seyyid Saved’s mantle upon him. 

T trust Government will see fit to allow me to convey to Seyyid Feysil, on their 
dehalf, some expression of their sympathy and regret at the demise of the late Vizier, 

‘A copy of this letter will be forwarded to Government in due course, 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) P, %. COX, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul and Political Agent, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 159. 


Government of India 1o Captain Cox, 
(Telegraphic.) October 25, 1901, 
YOUR lettor 15th October. 
You may convey to Sultan suitable expression of Viceroy’s regret ab death of 
Vizier. 





No. 160. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office.—(Received November 26.) 


Sir, Admiralty, November 22, 1901. 

TAM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the 
information of the Secretary of State, extracts of 8 letter dated the oth ultimo, 
from the Commander-in-chief on the East Indies Station, relative to the proceedings of 
His Majesty's ships under his command, in conneetion with affairs in the Persian Gulf and 
the Shat-el-Arab. 

‘A similar communication has been sent to the India Office, 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) ' RVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnclosure in No. 160. 
Rear-Admirat Bosanguet to Admiralty. 


(Extract.) “ Highflyer," at Trincomalee, October 28, 1901. 
“THEIR Lordships have been kept acquainted by mie with the course of events in the 
Persian Gulf connected with the recent troubles at Koweit, and it is, therefore, not 
necessary to recount them here, But when, in answer to my question, the Government 
of India informed me on the night of the 26th September that force shiould be used to 
mereraa ick on the place by the Amir of Nejd—an unexpected development of the 
(1695, o2 
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is Majesty’s Government—my presence appeared to be called for in the Gulf, 
aud J accordingly enbarke’, with my staff, next momiag on board the *Highflyer,” and 
left Trincom: for Bombay and Koweit, 

On my ar int Bombay on the Ist October, | learnt that condition of affairs 
had improved, nnd a few days afterwards T received tidings that the danger had passed, 
and that ft was unngcessury for rae to proceed further north. L therefore left Bombay on 

ached here on the 12th idem, 

critical period at Koweit there were present in the y 

rthon,” # Sphinx,” Perseus,” and Assaye, er having been 
ordered there from Kuriachee at the request of the Senior Officer, Persian Gulf, When 
the improvement in the situation has been effected, the Government of India intimated 
that one ship at Kowcit and another within easy reach in the norshern part of the Gulf 
would suffice for requirements, and hoped that two ships might be spared for Sur and 
Muscat to accompany: an exploring. expedition hbourliood. I accordingly 
directed the * Perseus” and *Assaye ” to perform this service, and they axrived at Muscat 
on the 15th and 14th October respectively, x 

Owing, however, to the death of the geological expert who was to have accom: 
panied the expedition, the departure of the party was delayed, and the Commanding 
Officer of the “ Perseus,” to avoid undesirable local discussion a» to the object of the 
expeditio Assaye” to proceed to Kurrachee to await the arrival of the new. 
geologist, and ¢ hine direct to Sur, 

‘The'* Perseus” herself proceeded to Jask on the 25th October, and, having re 
telegraphic intelligence of the arrival of the geologist at Kurracheo, left on the 
Muscat to embark the Political Agent and Sultan, and will meet the  Assaye” at 
the latter will proceed thenes from Kurrachee on the 28th October. ‘The expedition is 
expected to occupy about six weeks. 

. * . . . . 

‘The disturbances in the neighbourhood of Koweit caused delay in the dispatch of a, 

gunboat for service in the Shat-cl-Arab River, and owing to the extensive nature of 
pairs required in His Majesty's ship ‘Redbreast,” 1 found it impossible to detail that 
vessel, althoush reported as the ship selected in my: telegram No. 71 to their Lordships. 
‘The * Redhreast ” was enabled to proceed from Bombay on the 9th October, and, having 
* at Bushire on the 21st October, the latter proceeded to the Shiat-el- 

on the 25th October, 





No, 161. 
Bourd of Trade to Foreign Office (Received November 27.) 


Sir, Boned of Trade, November 26, 1901. 

{ AX dircotod by the Ronrd of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
to 7H. instant (with its inelostres) with further referouce to the question of the 
hniposilion of truishipment charges at Persian ports, and usking to be furnished with 
tho oheervations of this Department, therenp 

In reply, [ am_to state that it appe: Board that the views enters 
tained hy His Majesty's Acting Agent at Bushire on this matter amount in 
substance to 

1. A contention that Tniian procedure is inapplicable to this easo, inasmuch as 
{ho Persian Gustoins officials do not, asa fact, superintond trausiipment at Bushire. 

2. A suggestion, that teanshipment charges, if allowel, onght to be devoted to 
Harbour improvements; ancl 

3. A contention that the Charges ought to he settled in consultation with His 
Majesty's Government, anit not imposed without such consultation, 

‘Me thest of those pobits appears to. be met by the declaration made by AE. Naus to 
Sir A. Hanlinge, to the eToet that it is the int his Administration ‘that the 

future superintend transhipment operations, 

As to the seco Voard fear that, Si 4 rdinge’s: 
observations with roginl to it, His Majesty's Gc scarcely press 
Colonel Kemball’s suggestion. Af the same time, they thi it would be desirable 
that the on of harbour improvement should be borne «land urged on the 
Persian Government at the first favourable opportunity 

sto the thint point, the Board understand from Sir A, Hardinge’s despatch of 

rd September that the contention referred to is admitted by the Chief of the 
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sian Customs Administration, ‘They would suggest, howover, that Sir A. Hardinge 
Dana be inet to stipulate clearly that the charges now imposed shall not be 
jnereased without the consent of His Majesty's Government, and that within a reason- 
able time they shall he replaced by a scale with regard fo which THis Majesty's 
Government sliall previously be consulted. r ip eee 

“Subject to the forosoig observations, the Boant think that His Majesty's 
Government may concur in the tempormry arrangement which has been arrived at 


ven Si fardinge and M. Naus. 
between Sir A. Hardinge and en 


ed) A. B, BATEMAN. 





No, 162. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 27, 1901. 
* TILAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 21st instant 
transmitting a copy of a despatch from the Government of India, from which it appears 
‘ucided, after consultation with His Majesty's Minister at "Tehran, to 
int a Native Agent at Bampw 

ADDO aT Mited be Lond Lansdowne to inform you that he concurs in the proposal 
of the Seerctary of State for India to approve the decision of the Government of India 

in the matter. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) | 1, H. SANDERSON. 





No, 163, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 28.) 


Sir, India Ofte, Nove 20, 1901 
Sit Sri reference to the correspondence ending with your letter of tho 7th November 
lasts Pam dlincated by the Seoretary of State for Tndiain Couneit to forward, fo the informa 
ae Tot the, Marquess of Lansdowne, a copy of letter from the Government of India 
pevtalning their remarks on the question of transhipment fees at Bushire, as stated ih your 
letter of the 11th August. 

"The papers on this, subje 
before the Government of Indi 

With reference to the ¥ 


, received with your subsequent letters, haye not been 


expressed by Colonel Kenbuall in his despatel, of the 
diher and to bis statement that, 80 far as he was asvare, no special Customs 
Monat wave at that tine deputed to be present at transhipments, {am to say that if 
tupervision by. Costonis officers is novessary ancl is actually provided (as M. 

cited to intend for the future), then Lord George Hamilton thinks that objection cannot 
cae paldy be taken to the levy of a moderate fee, aud agrees with the Government of 
hat the rate provisionally avcepted by Sir A. Hardinge ilerate, ond ay be 
Hnproved on the unerstanding that it will apply to vessels of all nations alike. Au his 
Teetehip eoucurs in the stiggestion of the Govornineut of Tndin that it wight he of 
entice to fxn inaximum fee. There is a maximum fee of 20 rupees at Cateutta and 
= AO re ee ctl supervision of transhipments should still be found 
ot ahould it not be provided by the Persian Customs Dspartinent, Lord 

11 suggest that, as proposed by Colonel Kemball, the levy of tra 

sinipment fees should niot be agreed to, excep! rn for some reform of the Bushis 
Th ‘Of which serious complaint is made by shipowners in tho protests 


forwarded by Colonel Kemball. Tanda 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY. 


SS 











lat 


Inclosure 1 in No, 163, 


ed 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


My Tord, Simla, October 24, 1901.3} 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s ‘despatch 
dated the Gth September last, forwarding, for any observations we may have to offer, 
a copy of a communication from the Foreign Office regarding the levy of transhipment 
fees by the Persian authorities at Bushire, 

2. In reply, we have the honour to forward the aceompan 
fees levied in Indian ports on transhipments of cargo in harbour. 
erations have subsequently Yeon made 

Ne 
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Notification No, 40, dated 








(Signed) CURZON. 
0. M. RIVAZ. 
T. RALEIGH. 
E FG. LAW. 
FE, R. ELLES. 
A. 'T. ARUNDEL. 
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No. 164 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 28.) 


(No. 80.) 
(elegraphie) P. Tehran, November 28, 1901. 
HAVE seen the Grand Vizier to-day. His Highness informed me that our 
financial proposals were communicated to the Russian Minister, but that he said that 
they were not within his province, and would neither diseuss nor forward them to the 
Russian Government, They were then referred to M.de Witte, who refused to consent 
to the Persian Government accepting any advance from us, practically agreeing, how- 
ever, to advance 1,000,0002. to Persia on the same conditions as when the last loan 
was made; the ten years’ term is not to be extende 
‘The Concession for the Tabriz Road has heen offered to the Russians by the Shalt 
‘on conditions identical with those of the Resht Road Concession; but the Russians 
tire endeavouring to secure additional privileges, such as the possession of the land 
round the stations on the road and mining rights, ‘The Shak still refuses to consent 
to these demands. ‘Whe new Persian Minister has already arrived at St. Petersburgh, 
‘and it seems probable that the new loan contract will be signed there. : 
I am informed that the Shah states positively that he will never alienate the 
exof Soistan, His Majesty objects, however, to being asked for a written 
cto that elfect, but Lam using my best efforts to obtain it, 





No. 165, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 29.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents bis compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, hy direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards 
Herewithi, for the information of the Sceretary of State, copy of a demi-offical letter 
trom the Political Resident, Aden, dated the 6th November, and inclosure, respecting 
delimitation in south-west Arabi, 


India Office, November 29, 1901. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 165. 


‘The Political Resident, Aden, to Sir W, Lee-Warner. 
(Confidential) 
My dear Lee- Warner, 


nes Aden, November 6, 1901. 


Maps. 1 think 1 inch to a mile i the smallest seale useful for demarcation purposes, and, 
of course, the more important bits of country should be examined personally by the 
Boundary Commissioners or theirassistants. 1 was with the Aighan Boundary Commission 


of 1884-86, and have, therciore, hud some litle experience in these matters. I presume 
the ‘Turks will agree to our currying out the survey, and will accept the work of our 
survey party. No doubt a clear understanding will be come to on this point before the 
business is Mturted, Ii the survey party were to arrive ere this cold weather, before the 
end of January, they could begin at Rus Arah on the coast, und work north-eastwards along 
the presumed frontier, taking in as much of the country on each side us was necessary, 


U7 


until they reached the bigh land of Dthali, which is on the main plateau of Yemen, ‘The 
distance from Ras Arab to Dthali in a straight line is about 160 miles. 

By this time the hot weather would probably have commenced, but the climate of the 
plateati, at an elevation of 4,500 or 5,000 feet, is understood to be such that work could 
be continued without interruption. If things are not settled in time for the survey party 
to reach Aden before the end of January, the work bad better be put off till next, October. 
Tam inclined to think that, in any ease, the actual demarcation should not commence until 
the survey had got some way ahead. 

T should like to point out that the demarcation should not stop with the territory of 
the Amir of Dtbali, East of his country lies that of the Upper Yaffai, then Beda and 
Behan, and then the Upper Aulakis. 1am sorry I have no map to send you. I made a 
sketch map on a small seale and sent it with my letter and Report to the Bombay Govern- 
ment. I hope it will be reproduced at Simla, or tracings taken. You will, however, find 
the above names, though not very correetly placed, on the War Office 10 miles to 1 inch 
Map of 183. 

P We have no Treaties or Agreements with the Upper Yaffai and the Upper Aula, 
though ws bave with the Lower Yaifai and the Lower Aulaki, Nevertheless, the Yaa 
‘without distinction, and similarly the Aulaki, are included in the ‘nine tribes” which have 
always been withio our sphere of influence. We send. presents to the Upper Aulaki, and 
the Upper Yaifai trade with us, It would be most unfortunate if either tribe were to fall 
under the domination of the Turks. Between the Upper Yallai and the Upper Aulaki is 
the Chiefship of Beda and the small district of Behan-al-Kasab, which is independently 
ruled by certain * Sharif.” Beyond Beda and Behan and the Upper Aulakis is the great 
sand desert of Arabia, which stretches eastward past Hiudramut, to the confines of Oman, 
It is an effectual barrier, and cuts off the tribes occupying the comparatively narrow belt 
betiveen it anid the sea from the rest of Arabia, 

It is very important that the demarcated frontier should be continued beyond the 
Amiri country’ to the edge of the desert, so as to place the Upper Yaffai and Beda und 
Behan on our side of the line. After the desert is reached no further demarcation 
is necessary, though some understanding may have to be come to regarding desert 
pasturage and wells. 

‘As it bappens, the principal people of Beda and Behan, and of the Upper Yaffai, have 
lately come in and asked to be taken under British protection, and L have addressed two or 
three letters to Government strongly recommending that Protectorate ‘Treaties should be 
concluded with them. For a long time we thought that, as the Upper Yaflai Sultans had 
hecepted stipends from the Turks, the whole tribe was more or less committed to the 
fatter, although we knew the Sheiklis and the people viewed the arrangement with con- 
siderable disfavour. Now, however, the principal Sheikhs have personally protested to me 
that so far from being committed to the Turks, they deposed the Sultans who accepted 
stipends, ond that they are free from all engagements, 1 think, myself, that this is actually 
the case, and that, considering the Yaflais as a whole, are included in the * nine tribes," 
there is no reason why we should not make a Treaty them, 

Thope soon to receive permission to conclude protective Agreements in the usual form 
with the Upper Yatlais and the Chiets of Beda and Behan (also with the Upper Aulakis, if 

y wish), and I think it would be well if thes ‘Treaties were signed before survey for 
Gewurcation is commenced. In any case, | hope it will be made clear to the Porte from 
the frst that we cannot admit their right to interfere with the Upper Yatlai or Upper 
‘Aulaki, or with Beda atid Bebau, which lie between these tribes; and ureatly as 
demarcation is to be desired, L would soover see it postponed indefinitely than that these 
people should be abandoned to the ‘Turks. Not only would there probably be turmoil and 
bloodshed belore they accepted Turkish rule, but good-bye to any chance of extending the 
Jand trade of Aden, 4 anatter in which we are naturally interested, and to which, I believe, 
Lord Curaon attaches importance. 

With regard to Davies? visit to Dthali, and the unfortunate flag incident, T inclose u 
copy of my instructions to Davies, trom which you will see how difficult itis to understand 
whut is actually going on. We cannot identify half the places whose names come up, and, 
as a great deal depends ou their exact location, it is impossible to suy who is likely to 
be in the right, aud who in the wrong. My impression ts that some of the villages have 
changed sides several times, yielding, at tinies, to the Turks from tear (the people are not 

iglting lot), but going back to the Amir when pressure was removed. However, L hope 
Davies’ Keport will take plain many things that are now obscure, and from the present 
attitude of the Governor-Geueral of Yemen { trust the danger of any difficulty ansing is 

Further instructions have been sent to Davies in the sense of your telegr: of the 
‘ber, and be has been enjoined to.act up to them most strictly. You will, however, 
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understand that there is really no frontier-line. Wahab told us where the limits of 
‘secupation lay when his survey was being carried on, but neither the Turks, nor the Amir, 
vuor ourselves, us far as I am aware, have ever admitted that these limits are correct 
Hence the difliculties that continually arise, and the special need for an understanding as 
regards the Amiri country, whether demarcation of the whole frontier takes place or 
not, 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) B.S. MAITLAND. 


Tyclosure 2 in No. 165. 
The Political Resident, Aden, to Major Davies, 


Dear Davies, Aden Residency, October 29, 1901. 

YOU are deputed, with the permission of the Secretary of State for India, to inquire 
into, and report on, the state of affairs as regards the boundary between the territory of 
the Amir of Dihali and the Turkish Province of Yemen. 

4 You are also to ascertain the actual facts as to the alleged tearing down of a 
British fag at Wara by Turkish soldiers; and if it is the ease that a British flag was 
actually set up at that place by the Amit, and forcibly removed by the Turks, the Amir 
should’ be called on for a full explanation of his action, and especially for a statement of 
the gronnds on which he clainis Wara, Whether bis claim in this instance admits of 


¢ properly exhibited on the Amir's own house or castle, 
on the approach of any party of Turks, or on ceremonial occasions. 

‘The present dispute appears to have arisen not only as regards Wara, but with 
respect to the three small districts of Ahmed, Zorbi (Azatik or Azraki), and’ Melrabi. 
‘These, we understand, comprise the strip of country at the castern foot of Jabal Jabaf, 
immediately between it nt Ad Dihala, atid the valleys to the south and south-west of that 
place, but only Melirabi uppeats on the map, and it is shown thore as the name of a tribe 
Al Wara, which may possibly be the most northern village of i. 
the map ‘about a mile west 
post, though it hus not, perhaps, been there very long. 

About ¥ miles northeast of Jeleli, This may be a 
Uulikely (0 be claimed by both parties und to be the 
‘This village, however, is not in Wabiab’s 
n to have been in 
survey in} 3. But Hunter, 
of the territory actually ruled over by 
the Amir of Dthuli is Jabal Jahat;f though the other hand, he says that \erous 
Shuiri villages within the Amir’s limits are in the hands of the Turks. T have id in 
the records (volume G84) a letter from the late Amie, wri Marel 1875, in which he 
describes how the Turks went through the country and the Sheikhs and people (who are 
not warlike) submitted to then through fewr. He'suys, then they went to Johat Mehrabi 
ind Abmedi and returned to. Katabs.” Saleh Jalfer has inserted in brackets after 
“ Ahmedi” “ (country not belonging to the Amiri). But this authority is not conclusive, 
though itis, Lthink, this very paper, which was forwarded to the Secretary of State by 
General Schneider in his letter of the 80th January, 1873, which the Governor-General 
of Yemen novy quotest: ns showing that the places an question are not part of the Atwir's 
dominions. ‘The Amir's claims to them, if i ted on, should be very fully and clearly 
stated, It is further desirable that we should know what revenue is yielded by these 
districts and other pluces the possession of which is in dispute, 
5. The Secretary of State's permission is conditional on your not going beyond 
frontier. ‘That is to say, he desires that you will not go into Turkish territory 


the 
4 * Ms The 
Doundary, of course, fs not demarcated, but for the purposes of this order we must assume 
itto be ts indicated by Major Wabab in his Survey Report of 1393. 


6, So far as we are aware, the actual boundary és still much the same as it was at the 


ally 1 think ie doubefot if they should be accepted 
‘payers of 1884 a) 
ah. 


Hin lei Pasha retrs to the nla f «leer del March, 12 187, 
covuatan a ato Jenury 3h,” Play bot von toe Pore peers. Sake 


y rightfully extended right up to Jabal 


This leer is io 


time of Wahab’s survey, and no Shairi villages appear to be now paying revenue to the 
Turks. According to Wahab, the Turks are only on the western side of the Amir's 
territory. It should be ascertained, if possible, whether they have obtained possession of 
any of the Shaibi villages to the north-east; and if'so, whether the Shaibis have altogether 
lost their independence. ‘The Upper Yafiai tell us that their country joins the Ainir's 
which apparently means that they come up to Jubal Harir on the east. We ought to 
know for certain if this is the case, and also what are the relations of the Yaffai with the 
Shaibis. 
7. It is very important that we should be informed whether the Turks are interfering, 

have recently interfered, with the Kafila road after it passes into the Amir’s country, or 
‘with the villages in its neighbourhood ; and particularly whether they. have established, 
or attempted to establish, a post at AI Khureba or anywhere near the place where the 
road descends from the plateau towards the plains. 

8, You are aware of the dispute between the Amir and the Turkish officials 
regarding a fort or tower at Kharaba, ‘The Amir built a place which the Turks destroyed, 
saying he had made use of materials collected by them for the purpose of building a fort 
of their own. In March last the Amir reported that the Turks were going to build a fort 
there, within bis limits, and he repeated this in July. ‘The place is described as being on 
a hill near Ash Shafi,” Hee also talks about the district of Ash Sharaf. In September 
‘Amir Shaif again wrote about this fort or post, saying that the Turks were determined to 
construct it, ond that the place was in the midst of bis territory and near his own 
residence. Ash Sharaf is again mentioned in a letter to the Amir from his son also 
written in September. He says the Turks went into the district and summoned the 
principal inhabitants. 

9. Lhave been unable to find any Ash Sharaf or Ash Shafi on Wahab's Map, but 
General Molyneux understood that Kharaba was the village 4 miles north-west of Jabal 
Harir, marked No. 63 on the Map. The Amir's letters, however, point rather to its being 
the Al Khureba, on, or near, the main road, where it descends from the plateau, although 
it is dificult to imagine what possible right the Turke have to go there. 

10. | think also some attention might be paid to the question of tobacco smuggling. 
In a letter, dated the 3rd Al Kada, 1818 (22nd February, 1901), Amir Shai complained 
that his people had been accused by the Turks of tobacco smuggling. He denied that 
there was any truth in the charge, but it seems to me by no means unlikely that tobacco 
is smuggled from the Amir's territory into the Turkish dominions; the length of the 
frontier and its indeterminate condition would scem to lend themselves to the practice, 

‘Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) PJ. MAITLAND. 





No, 166. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 29.) 


(No. 81. 
fleece nie) P. Tehran, November 29, 1901. 
WIUH reference to my immediately preceding telegram, shall T bo acting with 
your Loriship's approval if I inform the Persian Government. that His Majesty's 
Government reserve their right of claiming—in regard to the Kum-Sultanabad— 
Alowaz road—any privileges whic may bo obtained on the Azerbeijan road by the 
ussians ? 
T hope that tho Board of the Imperial Bank have relinquished the idea of selling 
their Road Concession. 
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No. 167. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 57) 
(Gelographic.) _ P. Foreign Office, November 29, 1901. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 81 of to-day, the Directors of the Imperial 
Bank have not yet heen persuaded to abandon their intention of selling the road as far 
as Sultanabad fo the Persian Government, but I will make a further communication 
to them. 





No. 163. 
Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received December 2.) 


(No. 169. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, October 31, 1901. 
T ITAVH the honour to transmit herewith a despatch which f have received from 
Major Napice on the subject of the defence of His Majesty's Legation at Tehran. 
Tvs Hethapa naturel thal our exherieness ih anothar Asiatic iilana capital shod 
impross on the mind of an officer fresh from China the expediency of erring, if 
‘on the side of precaution, st a moment when anti-Russian feeling, whi 
ily, in the case of an ignorant Moslem populace, become anti-Christian, is 
to he gaining strength owing to the subservieney of the Persian Government 
to Russin, and a month ago very nearly found expression in an outbreak of disoriler at 
‘Nohiran, 
do not myself believe that such an outb 
the rioters who murdered the 


independent of rigade, would bo an advantage, in the 
resulting from, say, the murder of the Shah, or from troubles such as those which 
oe Vat the tit b itation. 

Tam more doubtful about the policy of bringing up an Indian guard to Tehran 
under existing. ¢ If the situation became serious, we could haye our 
Isfahan sowars up in-five days, but I sce no reason at the present moment of a 
unture to necessitate such a step, which might he open to. misconstruction, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) ARDITUR H, HARDINGE, 


Tnclosure in No, 168. 


Major Napier to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(Contidential,) 
i British Legation, Tehran, October 29, 190%. 

I HAVE the honour to suggest, for your consideration, that, a3 a matter of 
precaution and for the defence of this Legation, it would be advisable to have a 
cortain number of rifles stored hore for emergencies. 

T base the suggestion, not on any apprehensions arising from the political 
situation, but on the fact that the Legation issituated ina large Mahomimedan city, the 
Rulers of which may not be able to afford Europeans protection in time of need, 

‘The only portion of the Persian army which is capable of affording such protection 

1 the hands of the Russians, our rivals in Persia, 

T consider it possible that a situation might arise in whieh British subjects would 
find themselves ina very humiliating, if not dan; and entirely at the 
motey or caprice of the Russian Officer Commanding the Cossack Brigade at the time, 

Wish to make no reflections on the Russian officers now with the brigade, nor on 

the general humanity of that nation, but think they would not be slow to make 

litical capital out of a situation disadvantageous to ourselves. Moreover, it is 

blo that even tho Cossack Brigade might get out of hand in a time of great 
that the rank and file are all Persians. 
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T believe there are between 50 and 100 British subjects in the town capable of 

ieee ion, thi is not dissimil British Legation 

As regards its construction, this Legation is not dissimilar to the British Leg: 

sking, and in point of situation is superior to it. ‘i 
ae eee edia cabjets would naturally look to their Legation as a place of refuge, and if 
400 rifles and a proportionate supply of ammunition were to hand, T see no reason 
se Ft hould not be defended during a crisis, independently of Persian or Russian 

sis Id they prove a broken : ‘ 
assistance, a Teaoin, T would recommend the formation of a Legation guard of 
Fndian sowars, A beginning might be made with about eight men, and their numbers 
g nereased as might be found expedient. 
gee ae TL have, &ee : 
(Signed) ‘HT. D. NAPTER, Major, 
Military Attaché. 





No, 169, 


fA, Hardlinge tothe Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received Decenber 2) 
Reon Tehran, November 2, 190 
TTLAYE the honourto report that, in aeconanee with your Lordship's instructions, 

I have informed Mr, Maclean in the lotter, of which’ a copy is inclosed, of ‘hig 

orutanent as Honorary AHach6 to His Majesty's Hegation at Tebran, and that that 

PPfiaman, having conclude the necessary arrangements for the transfer of the Atin 
BONE Tngels,on the Bist ultimo entered on the new duties intrusted to him yestortay, 
the Lat instant. jonour to incloso a translation of the letter in which His Highness 
tho Ataboyei-Azam professes to explain his reasons for supersedi 
Master of the Mint. pe 

This document, in which Tis Tighness declares that the Ry » ad 

no hand in the matter, sinee Russia could not interfere in the internal affairs of 
Persia, nor the Persian Government, acquieseo in such interfe nes n0 
ey at The offer which was made to, and declined by, him to, erento for 
‘ft, Maeloan a new and entively superfluous pst as Dirt of ious and Commun 
ations?” oF “Assistant 10. the Minister of Public Works,” was, too obvious an 
Siterthought and makeshift, intended to save the face of the Persian Government and 
throw dust in our eyes, for either that gentleman or Tis Majesty's,Legation to 
itsorionsly om soveral sources (hat our action, in replying to the Grand Visior’s 
dismiseal of Mr Maclean by appointing him a member of this Legation, has produced 
good moral effect here. 

o Thave, &e, 

(Signed) ARTILUR 1. IARDINGE. 


— 


Inclosure 1 in No. 160 
Sir A, Hardinge to Mr. Maclean, 


Sir, Tebvan, Ocaber 31, 1001. 
* AM directed by Tis Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs to inform 
you that you are appointed an Honorary Atiaché to His Majesty's Logation at Tehran 
from and after the Ist proximo. < é 
Tshall be glad to see you at your early convenience in connection with your 
duties in that eapacity. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


SS 








Inclosure 2 in No. 169. 
‘The Atabey-i-Azam to Sir A, Hardinge. 


(Cranslation,) October 26, 1901. 
IN reply to your Exeellency’s two private notes, I ean only express my surprise 
at your having given eredit to such a groundless rumour as to the alleged request of 
thé Russian Legation for the dismissal of Mr. Maclean from the Mint. 
‘This rumour is utterly On what ground can 
the Russians interfere and would the Persian 


Owing to the complaints made by Pe 
‘excess of silver coins, which were issued from the Mint crac! a in a defective 
and the consequent elaim of the traders to charge for the deficit in the value of 
the coins, and his Exeelleney the V: ing resigned, His Imperial 
Majesty decided to put. the Mint under the charge of M. Engels, who had been 
ged from the Belgian Government for the purpose of financial reforms, the 
first step towards which is this same improv. of the coinage, so as to 
dence to the publie, and to put this administration on the some footing as the Mints 
in Burop 
impossible to have two Administrators for the same work, and 
Mx, Maclean himself was of the same opinion, which he expressed to me, another 
post was proposed to hit for the duration of his Contract, and at the same time he 
was told that if he did not wish to accept this post he would receive his pay in 
ageordance with Article 4 of his Contrac 

For the offer of this new post, which was undoubtedly superior to his former 
employment, Mr, Maclean expressed. his gratitude tome, tind asked for twenty-four 
hours to think over it. ‘Three days after he wrote to his Excellency the Mobiandes-ul- 
Mamulik, again thanking me for this offer, but expressing his regret at not bein; 
able to aceept it, in consequence of his c tion with your Excellency, who did 
not adviso him to do so. 

‘his is the true statement of the whole proceeding, ‘The Russian Legation has 
exercised no interference whitever in this matter. Such measures on the part 
of the Shah’s Government for the improvement and reform of such an important 
Departmont as the Mint should not be attributed to any personal prejudice against 
Mz, Maclean, ‘The Porsian Government has always been considerate towards 
Mr. Maclown, and owing to the same feeling the post of Assistant to a Ministry was 
offered {0 him without delay, 

After this explanation, I trust that no misunderstanding will remain in your 


mind or that of your Government, and you will attach no importance to sucli un- 
founded rumours, 





No. 170, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received December 2.) 


(No. 171) 
My Lord, ; ‘Tehran, November 8, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith eopies of telegrams which have 
Wotween His Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed and myself on the subject of the 
proposed dispatch cf a Persian force to the Afghan frontier, in view of possible 
troubles or complications resulting from the death of the late Ameer. 

T hear the news of that event somewhat agitated the Shah, coupled as it was with 
tho usual native rumours of impending disturbances in Afghanistan, the latest of 
Which is that to Russian travellers, one a priest and the other a military officer, have 
gone in disguise to Cabul to instigate a younger brother of the present Amecr to 
revolt. 


‘The intended dispatch of a Persian force to Seistan was reported by me in my 
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Xi d ulti v : ng either of these 
telegram No. 67 of the 22nd ultimo. I have no reason for suspecting cil 
measures to have been suggested by the Basan Bereta: 
ave, &c. = 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 170. 


Consul-General Trench to Sir A. Hardinge. 

(siege Meshed, November 1, 1901. 
(relegate T-AZAM summoned the Governor-General of Afesied to delegmph 
office for interview. Governor-General tells me they pressed him to scud a force 
Gnder local Commander-in-chief to Afghanistan frontier, in ease of future eventunlities, 
dnl to Selstan. This is evidently a Russian design to provoke Afghans. ‘Tho idea hag 
Slarmed Afghan Agent, Governor replied impossible to move troops from want of 
funds, and said there was no necessity and flatly refused to be responsible for such an 
action. He now asks me to ask your Excellency, on your own part, to remonstrato with 
Persian Government for suggesting such a provocative action against Afghanista 
whieh is under British protection. No fear exists of Governor-General moving a ma 
}ut Persians thinking of such things and being unable to act gives Governor-General 
ere anxiety lest Russia finds pretext. 


— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 170. 


Sir A. Hardinge to Consul-General Trench, 

(reaersphie) Tehran, November 2, 1901, 

y No, 93. , 

Se ie ‘Amoer's death, wished to send troops to Afghan frontier in enso 
of troubles at Herat, and Grand Vizier proposed, as compromise, dispatch of officer 
Commanding in Khorassin on visit of inspection; but both ideas, which I doubt 
Ttussians having inspired, are now abandoned. In addition to the Sartip and Persian 
Comacks, whose impending departur T announced to you in my telegram No, 60, two 
modern guns to replace old ones and. a fow artillorymen axe going to Scistan, You 
tan reassure Governor-General of Khorasan and Afghan Agent. 





No, 171, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 2.) 


Suen Tehran, November 0, 1001. 
*PHAVE the honour to transmit. herewith @ despateh which I have receiv 
addressai to your Lordship under fying seal from His Majesty's Acting Consul at 
Kerman on the subject of the visit to that place of the Russian Vieo-Consul in 
Scistan, : . : ‘ 

ted Major Phillott to comply with the practice followed by the 

other Hath Chale in Doria of addressing their despatches on politcal subjects to 

‘Legation, where such information is wollated a forwarded to your Lordship in 

rmmary of events in this country. ' j 

Bane eers aegtacs oem cet 

i which was enveloped in a ba ol 

Serre Raian.Vioo-Consul at that cent, and T should Uhink that this i 
not likely. 


have, &o. 
(Signed) id ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 
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Tnclosure in No, 171. 


Consul Phillott to the Marquess 
(No. 18.) irquess of Lansdowne, 


ty Lord, ve 
TT Ave Gis tennis report that Major Al saarder iter Russtor View Con 
of Sista, anrived unexpectedly LEkeraanon Capen See 
Excelleney the ’Ala-ul-Mulk, Gov Ken i i 
An a Seomeaey ie AlecleMnle Governor ot Kermit no prion itm 
Major Miller is a yery shrewd man, and apy 
f; 1, and a irs to have it e vl 
nian imation, He has, of course, been apne el Macnee ae 
ings of the English in Kerman, and has visited ene ees 
the principal merchants and shops. 


ited the Hindus’ caravanserai as well as 
Cossacks, He leaves in a few 


He has only a small camp and 

He hae only p and a guard of three 

cheney days for Seistan, "He speaks well of the Nushki route 
‘The English have all endeayi is 

ie ane wal endeavoured to make his 
His Excellency the *Ala-ul-Mulk, who really likes Europeans, treated Major 


Miller with overy’ court 
overy courtesy, but I have howevei is 
RPS rren ane ees ah conn pare tae ea eats htt I 


isit to Kerman a pleasant one, and 


___ Thave, &e, 
(Signed) D. C. PHILLOTD, 





No. 172. 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansctowne.—(Received December 2,) 
(No.173. Very Confidential.) 


My Lond, 

PT HAVE the Honan io submit to your Lordship uarewith ee 
present postion of the Ionn negotiations, widh Tiuiias on derived: fat srpead 
ey he Atabogei-Azam, the substanee of which I have reported by 


‘Who following is a rough wy as given me by his Highness of the liabi 
is a rough summa giver y his Hi i 
of the Persian Government = i a 


nis of 
expe 
ope and special 


‘Total (present liability and next year's expenses), « 


This is leaving out of account the possibility of a deficit of about 200,000. next 


yoar. ‘The Govern “ i 
eS ae therefore wishes to borrow at least 1,200,001, and may have 


Tasked his Highness why sj 
ete aaa ry the Shalt’ journey need he so enormously exponsive, 


‘ \jesty might ‘well follow the example ot man 
ey who on the osension of his visit to the Holy Land Mad oot dsiaices 
ee Co arrangements in the hands of a contractor. ‘The Grand. Vi ie 
Sees ‘with the latter idea but explained that very large sums had to be 
expened in Persia iteolf before tho Shah crossed the frontier. “When Wis Alay 
Fey eee te pe is Journey from Toran to Tulfa (be will not go by Reshit 
{onecompany hits wherever he went,” During his absence tga Persia namie of 
a er of 


155 


extra regi spital, and a camp established 
for then So that nearly 100,000. had. 
‘lis Highness gave me 

to the Persian 

I can reeollect 


was wiser to over-e: 

Your Lordship will o! of providing 
for his tour out of the Anderun Fand, No. 163 of the 
28rd ultimo, this is only to save appearances ani 
the loan, or rather the loan will be partially emp! 

Fund. 

ve Grand Virior told me that for over a month after the advance of 100.000), 
from the Banque de Préts, reported by me in my telegmin No. 57 of the 23nd Bepe 
fo eee iad. not again sounded MC. Grube on the aubject of a loan, and he 
tore that the reason for this was the unwillingness of the Teussian Government 
satiate ee til the Taxiit negotiations, of which he gave me the agcount, repented 
in my despatch No. 88, Commereial, of the 30th ultimo, were more advanced, Now, 
inmy despot hers was practical agreement on this question he had again appliel for 
however 300,000, and te conditions to be attached to this loan wero at present being. 
a jeetioed by’ M. de Witte, the Persian Government insisting on its side Hat ne 
considered pyald be made, and that the dato at which redemption might take place 
should not be Intor than that of the loan of 1900, viz, Ist January, 1010, One great 
Gimeulty, said his Highness, was the Tabreea Rond Concession, which the Shah had 
promise to give toa Russian Company, unless the Persian Government ‘cou somehow: 
Prrange to make the road themsclves within five years, Tis Majesty nov re ented of 
fis promise and was determined not to let the Russians have the Concession, A. 
Balgian engineer who had recently surveyed the country had estimated that to build a 
good road. from Kasvin to Tabreea would cost nearly, 800,0001., to which another 
Foo oo0L, if not more, would probably have to be added for the mountainous track 
donot itabrocs and the Tussan frontier. As all effortsto gota Persian Company to 
porn this road. had failed, the Government must either give it to the Russians or 
Yorrow money to construct it themselves, 

Tstued {is Highness to grant the Russians the building of the road rather thet 
inorease Persia's debt to thems by borrowing maney for an indertaking which could 
wot possibly prove remunerative for many’ years to cone, and to use this Concession ws 
2 De which to obtain easy terms for the new loan, and T gave, hit 
a serrata! Memorandum embodying the reasons in favour of this alternative, tab 
Hontiine time suggested that certain conditions might, bo attached to this Concession, 
the save eae of our own Central Persian ‘Telegraph Line. ‘The number of Tussin 
Gngineers employed, for example, might be limited, aud some clause might be 
saitad by which the road should eventually Yecome the property of the Persian, 
Government. 

mont xing these recommendations I have eon, informed by the Grand Visier 
vafter showing my Memorandum to the Shab, he liad to some extent ‘weakened 
Hic Majesty's determination t0 refuse the Road Concession at all gost at that ho was 
Til exComly averse from granting it, ‘The mattor would probably be disenssed at 9 
‘necting of the more important Ministers under the Shah's prosidency- Meanwhile, 
meting Gabe and the Russian Minister (who the Grand Vizior says is personally 
fugainst a fresh loan, either from jealousy at its being negotiated, behing his. acl 
against a elwitte, or from fear that it may cause internal troubles) have 
Uxpressed [great surprise at the Shabs attitude, and the former his ‘asked whether 
teeta Legation was opposing the Concession. THis Highness has replied in the 
negative. 

tive. not well account for His Majesty's obstinacy on this matter. Tt may be, of 
courant he feels that to give the Russians the right Co build a road through Azerbaijan 
tothe amore visible and therefore a more dangerous Concession than the alienation 
Tn paper ofsome new source of revenue whicl his subjects would not know of Tt may be 
Mae ee ee son the belict, which T have heard expressed in (other quarters that the rond 
iT huilt By the Russians will be so constructed. as to be easily convertible into a light 
vilttary cilway. And experience has shown that onee he makes up his mini on any’ 
point it is very difficult to alter his decision. 


‘the idea of negotiations at St. Petersburgh with a view to.a joint or simultaneous 
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adyanco by England and Russia to Persin was not at first at all welcome to the Grand 
Vizier (as T could sce by His Highness’ manner when I informed him of them), and I 
hear that it greatly alarmed the Shah, flis Highness remarked to me only a short 
time ago when describing the general situation that the day that he most dreaded 
for Persia was that on which the Russian and British Governments came to an agree- 


ment, and I think apart from this general consideration that both he and the Shah 
were afraid that the Russians would 


with us, so to speak, behind Russia’s ba 

















ice themselves and try to interfere with my obtainin 
tour to Kurope, and the provision of the ry funds for it, is now His Majesty 
constant pregcoupation, and the Grand Vizier assures me that he leaves him no peace 
with regard to it, “When I go,” said His Ht . to the palace I hear 
His Majesty laughing and talking with his courtiers, but as soon as T come in there 

long faces; the Shah assumes a mournful air, says that so much more albumen has 
‘been found that morning in his water, that it is 4 crime to prevent him from going to 
Contrexeville, and that he wants to know the last news about the loan.” And with 
winter and Ramadan coming on (the latter begins in fiye weeks and is a dangerous 
time as there are more reasons than at other times for enforced idleness and fanaticism) 
itis not merely provision for the journey, but the payment of arrears, which becomes a 
pressing consiileration, 

T think, however, I was right to obtain your Lordship’s permission to inform the 
Persian Goyernment of the negotiations at St, Petersburgh. I am always urging the 

‘and Viaier to exchange views frankly with me, and to give me all the information 
his possession, and T could not well invite confidenees as to his negotiations with 
‘Russia while withholding them as to our own, Had he derived through Russian 
sources a distorted aecount of our proposals, the effect, whatever subsequent explana- 
‘ious. [ offered, would have been unfortunate; but, from what he tells me, neither the 
Russian Minister nor M, Grube have as yet mentioned them to him, and the only 
evidence ho has of the fact of pourparlers at St. Petersburgh, in addition to my own 
statements, is tho non-receipt of any definite reply to his last demands from M. de 
Witte. [have axsurod him that we will not betray his confidences to the Russian 
Government; that, in asking Russia about the loan, we merely stated that we bad 
heard of his application “on good authority,” rumours on the'subject haying been 

wevalent and the common topic of conversation here for many weeks, not to mention 
the language openly held by the Russian Consul at Ispahan, ‘These assurances have, 
T think, somewhat relieved him. 

In the course of our conversations on the subject of the loan, His Highness went 
somewhat out of lis way to allude to the reports about the leaso of Bunder Abbas, or 
another Gulf port, to the Russians, and declared that on no consideration whatever 
would ho agree to such a demand on the part of Russia. Nothing short of war, he 
assured mo yesterday, would induce him to alienate a Persian sea-port. I hear from a 
very high oificial of the Foreign Office, who has from time to time given me yaluable 
nows, and whose account of the loan negotiations agrees on the whole with what I 
have heard from the Atabeg-i-Azam, that the suggestion of such a lease was actually 
thrown out at an early stage of these negotiations, the idea being that a Gulf 
might be assigned as a coaling station to the new Russian line of steamers plying 
between Odessa and Bushire, Russia engaging to fortify it for Persia and make other 
needful improvements at her own expense, but that the Persian Government 
absolutely declined to entertain any proposal of that. nature 

have, &e, 
(Sigued) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





it from others. 
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No. 173. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 2. 


No. 174.) 
Myton Tebran, November 1, 1001 

“ THAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch which Tam 
addressing to the Government of India on the subject of the position of “Mirjawa, a 
place on the Perso-Boluch frontier, at which the Persian Government desires to 
establish a customs-house, whilst our own authorities have actually erested a fort 
there. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARDHUR H, HARDINGE, 







Inclosure in No. 173. 


Sir A. Hardinge to Government of Inilia. 





Sir, ‘Tehran, November 11, 1901, 

INFORMATION received by me from ITis Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed 
confirms roports which have reached the Governor-General of Kerman and 
Beluchistan that Captain Webb Ware has built a fort at Mirjawa on the Perso- 
Belueh frontier, 

‘This place is claimed by Persia as boing within her ten tain 
seem to be so if the map of the Perso-Beluch boundary, as Inid down by the Commission 
of 1896, which accompanied the Government of Indii’s letter to Sir M. Durand of the 
Sth September, 1896, is to be deemed correct. ‘There seems, however, to be some, 
doubt whether’ the point marked on that map as Mirjawa has not been deserted 
and a new Settlement of the same name established ‘on the British side of the 
Boundary, which, T understand, has never been properly demareated on the ground 
itself, 

It appears almost certain that I shill ree r 
Persian Government against the action of Captain Webb Ware, especially as T myself, 
when the Customs Department wished themselves to build.a fort at Mirjaya, requested. 
them to abstain from doing so till the exact position of tho proposed site in relation to 
the frontier ad been decided between the two Governments, and it would, I venture 
to think, be very desirable that T should be furnished with the reasons which have led 
tho Government of India to regard the ground on which Captain Webb Ware has built 
his fort as being in British territory, T would als respeifuly submit the expeioncy, 
now that Customs posts are being erected on the Persian side of this frontier, of 
‘completing its demareation in such a manner as to place the ownership of apy given 





and would certainly 




















vo a formal remonstrance from the 

















village or habitable spot beyond all possibility of doubt. 
T am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's Scoretary of Stato. for 
Foreign Affairs. 


T have, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


No, 174, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 2,) 


(No.175, Confidential.) 
iy Lord, ‘Tehren, November 18, 1901. 

T QOMMEUNTOATED to the Grad Visir on theTh fastnt the ofe oataland 
in your p's telegram No, 50 of the previous day, and explained, in reply to hii 
tees ie ‘vhothr ite accoptance would not colfict with the Talat Loan 
1695) 
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contract of 1900, that I understood that agreement fo prohibit a foreign loan, in the 
Sonse of the saleof Persian securities to the general public on the open market, but 
not such ygement as was proposed by iis Majesty’s Government. He said he 
he would lay my proposal before the Shah and let me know Tis Majesty's reply as 
soon ax possible, "He seemed to find no difficulty in agreeing to the conditions, which 
he admitted to he easy, but he was evidently nervous as to the acceptance of a sum of 
nioney carrying interest from ITis Majesty’s Government direc . 

T saw him again this afternoon ‘ve me the Shah's answer, His Majesty, 
ho said, thought it best to be frank. Your Lordship knew that the loan contract 
precluded Persia from horrowing abroad except in Russia, He must lave an 

neo that the acceptance of the proposed advance was not contrary to. that 

ment. Tf the Persian Government could receive, such an assurance direct 

from Russia, or if His Majesty's Government could obtain it for them, they would 

bo only too glad to discuss with us an arrangement which was, he admitted, in. the 

shest dogree udyantageous to thom, But without some guarantee of the kind the 
risk of a serious misunderstanding with the Russians was too great. 

Tatid I quite understood the Shah's hesitation. I thought it, however, better 
that any ovortures on the subject to Russia should come from us rather than from the 
Persian’ Go Tadded, in reply to a question as to. whether our offer was the 
outoome of our recent exchange of views at St. Petersburgh, that T had no inform 
tion on this point, but that my: impression was that it had been made as the result of 

thich Thad reently sent to your Lordship pointing out the urgency of 

rejal assistance within the next Tew weeks to the Persian Government, and 

it was mado without prejudice to any eventual arrangement 

whieh we might come to as regarded a joint loan at St. Petersburgh. 1 told him, 

however, quite privately and unofficially, that T understood that M. de Witte had 

informed Mx, Harding that he would not object, as indeed he could not, to an 

advance to the Persian Goverment by the Tinperial Bank, and that, although there 

vere very sreat difficulties in the way’ of such a’step, T did not myself consider them 

So absolitely insuporable as to oseclide it from all consideration, Twoultl not say 
more for the present, but would telegraph the Shah's reply to your Lordship. 

hoped that in any ense This Majesty and tho Persian Government, whether they 

nedepted our offer or not, would recognize in it a sincere desire on our part to help 

Porta in her difficulties,” We had no wish to press financial aid upon her against her 

‘own wishes or interests. 

A long desultory conversation followed, in which his Mighness reverted to the 
wellavorn story of his having been driven by our hard and unyielding attitude on the 
Joan question in 1800 into, mak nt with Russia, which, as he pat it, 
ad disturbed t ice of influenes hetween that Power and Great Britain at 
Mehran, His great Ti was to restore that balance in the interests of Persia, but 
ie eould not do so at ick of a quarcel with Russia, in which Persia would be 
placed in the wro ing her engagements. was their 1 
along i Tine of frontier from Armenia to Afgh 
thousand ways in which, if they really offended hy 
eee Mdanate thatthe. Shaliiad Veen gaeatly pressed Dy re 
Basten rope, and had taken their lesson to heart, 

Tasked him what progress lis loan negotiations with Russia were making, and 
satd iat Thad gathered from some remarks made to me by M. Grube that the 
Russians were not partieular «sum to the Persian Govern- 
mont, He said they had as yet neithe 1 to nor refused the loan for 
Which he had askel, but that he thought personally that they were by no means 
Tnvwilling to make it. ML. de Witte's reply was being sent by letter, and had mot yet 
intived, The Mushie-ul-ALulk, the new Persian Envoy at St, Petersburgh, would 
are dunt capital in a few days, and would discuss the question with the Russian 
Ministers, but he could assure me that the Persian Government woulil accept no new 
Conditions, T asked what he would do if the loan fell through in consequence. He 
Tatighed and said he did not know; he would see. 

‘Mia account of the present state of the negotiations coincides with one T have 
confidentially received from a high Foreign Offic functionary, whom T have already 
referred fo in the last paragraph of my despatch No. 178, Very Confidential, as a 
trustworthy source of information. ‘This gentleman, however, adds that the Russians 
Have suggested certain conditions, which the Persian Government cannot possibly 
feeopt, and he believes that the funds for the Shah’s journey may after all not be 
fortheoming. 
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Among the general Persian public it is believed that the loan is already con= 
‘one reason for this belief being that several officials have already received 
cheques marked “on account of I 2” On the other hand, M. Grube, the 
Teall of the Russian Bank, when dining with me two nights ago, assured mo most 
y that the reports to this effect were unfounded. ‘Though the “ Banque des 
made, amd might continue to make, like the Imperial Bank, advances 
from time to time to the Persian Government, the no idea of a fresh, large loan 
would not be to the interest of Russia as understood by M. de Witte. Tasked 
he thought this, since if Russia borrowed in France at 4 per cent. and lent 
at 6 por cent, on good security the transaction from a business point of view 
involved no loss. He said Russia could invest the money which she borrowed far 
more advantageously in the deyelopn that even from the 
point of view of the Russian Bank get better interest by lending 
fo private firms or individuals than to the Government; that with a spendthrift 
Sovereign there was no, finality in such loans; that they might eventually entail 
rect control by Russian officials over Persian sources of revenue, and land Russia in 
{political difficulties and troubles for which they were not now prepared, ‘The politieal 
Situation at Tehran was, moreover, uncertain; they could not be suro that a few years 
lence circumstances might not enable the Persian Government to pay the Russians 
off, as they did the English 1892 loan last year, and ho himself, looking at the whole 
{question from a business, as distinct from a purely political, point of view, with which 
Te was not primarily concerned, would not advise a new Russian loan, of the same 
Kind as that of 1900. All this may have been said to throw dust in my eyes, and 
dissuade us from taking any active steps either here or at St. Petersburgh to interfere 
With the negotiations between the Grand Vizier and M. de Witte, but the above state~ 
ment, which M. Grube volunteered in reply not to a direct question, but merely to a 
casual allusion to the talk of the town about the loan, appears to me worth reporting 
to your Lordship. I may mention that M, Grube, in the course of our conversation, 
went out of his way most carnestly to assure me that there were no secret Articles or 
conditions of any other kind other than those published to the world in the Loan 
Contract of 1900, 

‘Though 1 still venture to think that my original proposal of an advance by 
Government to the Imperial Bank, which would then hive Tent the sum_ thus 
advanced to the Persian Government, would have been the simplest, temporary 
solution of the problem, I am yery grateful for the support afforded mo by the olfér 
made in your Loniship's tologram under reply, which cannot fail, whether it is 
accepted or refused, greatly to strengthen our political position here, What I most 
dreaded was a refusal of all assistance to the Persian Government, which would haye 

them again to say, ** You will neither help us yourselves nor allow others to do 

Whatever the outeome of the present negotiations, they now know that we have 

hot abandoned all interest in Persia, and that in an extremity they can still look to us 

for aid. And the mere fact of such an offer having been made will, T think, render it 

‘a gool deal more difficult for the Grand Vizier to conclude a fresh avangement with 
indl our backs. 

+ from a Palaco source that there is a scheme for reforming the * maliat,” or 
internal taxation in accordance with certain proposals made by M. Engels (the Belgian 
finuucial adviser), ‘he Provincial Govemors would be given fixed salaries, “he 
provincial taxes would bo collected by Special Commissioners, who would be rendered 
Tesponsible to a Department at Tehran placed under Belgian control, and a fixed Civil 
List would be assigned to the Shah, It is quite probable that some such plan has 
Deen drawn up by M. Engels, for the Grand Vizier told mo some igo, that the. 
Shah had promised, if he obtained for him a fresh loan, to sanction « reorganization of 
the finances, and to apply the money borrowed, all except the amount needed for his 
journey, to extinguishing the deficit. But the practical difficulties in the way are 
Tnormous, and I have not much hope of their being surmounted by the present 
Persian Government. 


Thave, to. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 
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No. 175. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—{Received December 2.) 


(No. 177.) 
My Lord, Tehran, November 14, 1901, 
L HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual summary of events in Pe 
other than those recorded in my despatches to your Lordship. 
Thave, &, 
ned) ARTHUR Il, HARDINGE, 


Inclosure in No. 175. 


Monthly Suwmary of Bvents not already recorded in Despatches, from the 16th October to 
the 14th November. 


‘Tehron—Tho Shah's health has again improved, and His Majesty leaves in a few 
days for n shooting trip, ‘Two of his younger brothers have started within the last 
month for Vienna in charge of the Afsaced-Dowlch, and will be educated most 
probably at the 

‘A gon of the Grand Vizier accompanies them for the same purpose. 

‘The father of the Commander-in-chicf has just died. He was the last surviving 
son of Path Ali Shab, and a very old man, 

‘Local revolutionary pamphlets have again appeared, though in much smaller 
numbers than Inst suminer, some of thom threatening the Shak’ life. 

The Kawam-ul-Mulk, aeting on the advice of the Grand Vizier, has decided to 
return to Shitz and make his peace with the Prince Governor. 

Typthan—Che Russian merchants who brought their goods to the Persian Gulf in 
the steameship ‘* Korniloff,” have left for Russia after disposing of their merchandize 
at a heavy loss. 

‘Mho tobacco crops havo been almost entirely destroyed by the recent high winds. 

‘his will be a great loss to the dist 

‘he Bakhtiari road is not proving a commercial success, a8 local muleteers fear 
to yonture on it, and the Bakhtiari Chiels will not take the trade into their own hands 
and supply: their own mules, ‘the Bakhtiaris have improved the road and built 
carayanserais, but they do not Keop it in repair, and the tribes im their biennial 
migration damage it by taking a 1 sieross the zig-aags, 

Shiraz-—!there is some agitation amongst the inhabitants on account of the 
scarcity of grain, The Prince Governor is said to be making a large profit by forcing 
the Innd-owners to soll him grain, which he will sell again at a higher rate, 

‘Phe Hhegi, of the important Kashkai tribe who is now residing a few miles from 
Shiraz, has refused to come in to the Governor. It is expected that he will give 
trouble this winter. 

Kermanshah-—N 

Tabreez.—Nil. 

Resht.—Tho new Russian Consul for Ghilan made his entry into Resht, and was 
installed there with great: pomp on the 20th October. 

“Asterabad.—The Mushir Sultan is coming to inquire into the dispute between the 
Governor and Haji Seyid Zahir, Chief Mojtitid, who has accordingly ordered the 
‘people to leave the mosiue and reopen their shops. 

‘The local Chiefs have come into the town and are arranging for the formation of 


acamy 
tho Governor has recently reviewed the Atabai and Daz horsemen. ‘The Salaseh. 
‘rogiment has arrived, and is camped outside the town. 
Bushire and Gulf Ports. 
Bushire-—Vhe Russian Vice-Consul, M. Ovseenko, arrived on the 17th September, 


and was well received by the Deputy Governor. He announces his appointment to be 
that of First Assistant to the Russian Consul-General, who is shortly expected. 
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On the 21st September the newly-appointed Deputy Governor arrived, 

‘The Goyerniships of Dashti and Dashtistan are included in that of Bushire, 

On the 22nd September a foree consisting of 150 men and two guns left the town 
to coerce Zayer Khader, of Tungistan, into paying his revenue. He was besieged in his 
fort at Ahrem, escaped with his men, but finally paid up 4,500 tomans of arrears and 
promised to pay the remainder, : 

Lingah—The petty Chief of Mehrakan, a dependency of Lingah, was shot dead 
on the 9th September while enforcing payment of revenue. 

Kerman—Ni 

Meshed. ate Hetween the Governor of Turbat-i-Haideri and 

a i », the Governor has not resizned his post, as at: first 
reported, but is being strongly supported by the Persian authorities in Meshed, 

The Russian railway sucvey from Ando, on the ‘Transcaspian Railway, to Kuchan 
has been completed. x 

On receipt of the official news of the death of the Jato Amecr of Afghanistan, the 
British Consul-Gencral held a reception which was attended by the lowing Afghans 
of Meshed, ‘The Governor and Karguzar sent representatives to express thei 
condolence. 


‘an Customs Department is working very smootlily in connection with 
fish trade, but there is much friction between them and the 
Joads of grain leaving Khorassan for Russian tervitory 
export is prohibited. a 
‘Director of Customs is somewhat alarmed at the difficulties experienced in 
establishing Customs posts i : in of British support 
provided he confined his operations to Persian ton 
‘Seistan.—Major Bonn, Tis Britannic Majesty's Vico-Consul, reports that Customs 
offices havo been established, at Ginl-Chab and Hormak, and will subsequently be 
also pla s, Kulak, Kwash, Bampury and Charbar. There ‘will 
then b cistan southwards to the coasts 
ghee, As Tndinn traders 
Major Benn has remon- 
watier has been referred 
to Meshed. 
‘Mhe foundation-stone of a Bri 
Mr. Foley, of the Tndian ‘ea Asso 
has paid « visit to Seistan, and returns shortly to Quetta, 
Mhe Russian Viee-Consul, M. Miller, left Seistan on the 24th September for 
He is now travel = 
Tt is reported that, owing to a rumour that the British are making a 
railway to Seistan, large numbers of labonrers are leaving for Kain, 
Tamail Khan, Shuja-ul-Mulk, and head of the Hazaras of Khorassan, who has been 
vd at Ghurian, haying announced his intention of leaving 
Persia with « number of Hazaras, 
‘Phe Herat authorities are preparing a house for him in the town. f 
Central Asia —ho Russians are reported to have increased their garrison at 
Kushk post by. 400 men; 160 guns are also said to have arrived, Too much reliance 
should not be placed on the numbers, but the fact of guns having been sent to Kushik 
post is confirmed from another souree, 
‘Ten thonsand Russian troops are reported to be at Pata-Kisar (where a fort and 
barracks are said to have been built, and stores and ammunition collected"), 
Tyvelve new post stations have been established between Samarkand and Pata. 


Kisar, ; 
(Signed) H. D. NAPIER, Military Attache. 
Tehran, November 14, 1901, . 


Consulate was laid on the 28rd September. 
jod by & Meshed merchant, 





* Reporte in a separate despatch. 
[1695) 
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No. 176. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received December 2.) 


(0,99, Commersial) 
ry Lord, Tehran, November 14, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to report that M. Goluboff, the Russian Commercial 
Delegate for the Tariff negotiations, is leaving ‘Tehran for St. Petersburgh with the 
‘Tariff as agreed upon between himself and M. Naus, which will be onee more sub- 
mitted to M. de Witte, before its final signature at St. Petersburgh. THe anticipates 
that it will be signed in about a month’s time from now, but he has obfained a promise 
from the Grand Vizier that until the Intest amendments’ made in it have heen actually 
accepted by M, de Witte, it shall be regarded as still in the inchonte stage and not 
communicated to any foreign Governments. On my pressing hard for a copy for the 
Government of India, and laying stress on our great interest in the matter, his 
Highness said he would ask the Russian Minister to relieve him from the promise he 
had made to M, Golubotf, on the understanding of course that the communication to 
us of the Tariff should’ be regarded as strictly confidential, I doubt, however, 
M. Argyropulo’s doing this, 

lis Highness informed me that the question as to the régime which would come 
into force on the expiration of the ten years for which the Treaty was to run was still 
open, as ho had not been able to come to an agreement with M. Goluboff on this point. 
His chief objection to an even temporary revival of the system of the Treaty of 
‘ureomanchai seemed to be the difficulty and unpopularity of a re-establishment of 
export duties and ralidari dues once these had been taken off, and he said that on this 
point the Shah himself had a very decided opinion. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) AWPHUR TL, HARDINGE. 


No, 177. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received December 2.) 


My dear Sir ‘Thomas, 25, Abchurch Lone, London, December 2, 1901. 

T ENCLOSE a telegram from ‘Tehran of Saturday last, from whieh you will soe that 
the Persian Government have mate the Imperial Bank firm offer for the northern 
portion only of the Road Concession, é, the ‘Tehran Kom-Sultanabad and Isfahan 
portion, ‘This offer the Board propose to accept, but before taking any final step 
in this direction, we consider it necessary to advise you of our intentions in 
the Secretary of State might desire to ¥ to the Boant or to the Legation any wishes 
or instructions. 

Yours sincorely, 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIFFIN, 


Inclosure in No, 177. 
Extract from Telegram received fro Tehran, November 30, 1901. 


_ AVABEG states: Persian Government aro prepared to buy 20,0001. cash ‘Tehran 
Kom-Sultanabad and Kom-Islahan Roads, but requests delinite promise payment 
2,000, his shire sale ‘Tehran—Kom Road. May we promise ? ‘ 
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No. 178. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 58.) : et 
hic.) P. Foreign Office, December 2, 1901. 
Creer PH reference to your telogeam No. 81 of the 20th November laste 
‘The Grand Vizier has made an offer to the Bank of Persia to pay 20,0001, in cash, 
for the roads from Tehran through Kum to Sultanabad and Isfahan, ont of which the 
sum of 2,600). representing his share of the road from ‘Tehran to Kum, is to, be 
yetained by hiin, The Bank Direetors are anxious to divest themselves of responsibility 
to their shareholders for money spent on Bia ee with which the Bank is not 
sroperly concerned, and they propose to accept the offer, on 2 
Pe aoe Af the Banke is under the intpression thatthe privileges for which, T 
understand, you would like to ask—namely, freedom from taxes and the right to levy 
tolls for a specified period —are already secured by the terms of the Concession, and he 
is of opinion that, froma business point of view, the Bank ought to get rid of the 
bin is difficult to oppose any valid arguments to this contention, and T should. BS 
glad to learn for what reasons you attach so much weight to the risk of the rod 
passing into the hands of Russia from the Persian Government, 





No. 179. 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir 4. Hardinge. 


Agee Somes) orign Of, Décober 2, 1901. 
rofereneo to your despatch No. 94, Commercial, of the 23rd September 
hast; Puente herewith, jor your hiformation and guidance, copies of conespondones 
as tharked in the margin® relating to the levy of transhipment fors at Bushire, 
am, 


ke. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 180. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Reeeived December 3.) 


1 Under-Secretary of Stato for India. presents his compliments to the Under- 
Bee, Pann rere evsien Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George, Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 
inn Totter from the Roreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 14th November, regarding 
the disconrtesy of the Governor-General of Fars to the Birst Assistant to the Persian 
Gulf Resident, 


Inilia Office, December 2, 1901. 


SS 


Inclosure 1 in No. 180. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


Bushire, October 17, 1001. 
coor AE the honous to forward, forthe information of the Gorormmont of Tdia, 
copy of a Report submitted to me’ by my First Assistant, Mr. W. 8, Davis, on the 
subject of his recent visit to Shiraz, and of the 1 to him by His 
Royal Highness the Shoa-es-Sultanch, Governor-Gonemal of Fars, 

2, Chavo reported the facts of the ense Ty telegram to His Britannio Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran for such action as his Excellency may see fit to take, and L have 
also sent a copy of Mr, Davis’ letter by post. 


ee 


© Now. 161 and 163. 
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Inclosure in No. 180. 
[Mfr. Duis to Liewtenont-Colonel Kembal. 


(Confidential) October 8, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, in accordance with y instructions, I 
proceeded with the party of a jaz and arrived there on the 
Brd instant. After communicating: with raph, I arranged for the party 


to proceed on fo Ispahan with the Lezati or, and they left Shiraz on the night 
of the 6th instant 


2, At Borasjoon T found J 


weroon and 
Dashtistan, with a 


in collecting 
pleasant and civil, and sent orders to the 
Kalantars of Kazeroon and places between to gi ‘These orders 
‘were carried out, and I received every civility en route, jon man sending out 
a number of sownrs to meet us, 
ras having some trouble with the Tangistani Chiefs, 

yder Khan and Ziyer Khadiv, and that his men had been fired on, so he had 
dispatched some surhazcs and a gun to coerce them, but so far without result, I 
Heard t r ed thie demand. fo uo On all the Dashti villages very 
ing to obtain 10,000 tomans more than usual from Borasjoon 


T met the eldest son of the Fath-ul-Mulk of 
nt 20, whom I met last year in Shiraz. He told me 
ay to join the Jalal-ul-Mulk, and as he also had a following, the 
sano to he pitied. 
With referenee to my Confident rams of the 4th and 5th instant, on 
the subject of the discourtesy of Sh wneh, the P Governor of Shiraz, T 
have the honour (o sub) 1c 
Whe x on on the 80th September, I telegraphed to the 
“ Nawab, y Khan, British Agent at Shiraz, saying that I should 


arrive at Shiraz on the moming of the 3rd, and that he should make the customary 
intimation to His Roy Governor. 


Treached Shiraz on the morning of the 3rd instant, and was met a few miles out 


by an official called Moyeen Tur ‘urrash Bashi of the Prince, and at present 
acting af Boglar Boui. ‘A servant of the Foreign Agent was also there, and said that 
is, master intended to come, but was prevented by headache, I drove into Shiraz 
with Moyeen Humayoon, and told him that, as Twas only stopping till the evening of 
tho bth, L hoped that flix Royal Highness would be good enough to give me an early 
opportunity of calling ant presenting the Resident’ compliment. 

On arrival at Shiraz, L sont. the Nawab to the Prince to arrange a time for my 
call, but he was not received, and no answer was given beyond messages from Moyeen 


Humayoon and another oflicial, Muzaiin-ed-Dowleh, that it was each the business of 
the other to arrange the eall. 


As the D 


chair when calling officially as British Agent, both in. the 
es-Sultan’s time and in that of the Firman Firma, Rukun-cd-Dowleh, and all 
other Goyernors of Shiraz, 

Up till the evening of the 4th, Thad received no intimation of any kind from 
the Prince, and the Nawab informed me that, although he had sent soveral times to 
the Palace, he could get nothing arranged, and Moyeen Humayoon had been rude to 
his men. TI therefore wrote the letter, copy of which I inclose (Inclosure No. 8), and 
sent it to the Prince on the morning of the Sth. In reply I received at 10°30 s.r. 
the letter which 1 submit in. original (Inclosure No. 8), and as I could not get to the 
Palace by LL Aaa, T wrote the letter (Inclosure No, 3). ‘This letter was returned to 
me with «note written on the back in Persian hy the Princo—*Tam present three 
hours before sun-down.” 

T took the Nawal and a few men of the Guides and drove to the Palace at 
Brat. On arrival at the gate, there was no one to receive me, and the few farashes 
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standing there said, ina very off-hand manner, that they had no orders to receive any 
‘one and that the Prince was in the Andaroon (private apartments). 

‘The Nawab advised me to return, and I was inclined to do so at first; but, as I 
was anxious to avoid any unpleasantness if possible, I sent a message in to tho 
Prince that Thad come, and I told the son of Moycen Humayoon, who ad appeared, 
that if I received a reply in five minutes, I would remain; otherwise I should go 
away. 

ina little over five minutes, T recived a message by a  Beshiehidmat ” that the 
Prince would receive me shortly, and [took the opportunity of telling him that, if 
the Nawab was received with me, I expecied him to be given a chair, otherwise L 
would not go in. The Peshkhidimat went back and returned at once and said 

jsmill,” By this, both the Nawab and I understood that a chair would be given 
to him, so we went into the audience room. 

‘The Prince was alone, and said “Bon jour,” and motioned me to a seats he, 
however, took no notice whatever of the Nawab's bow, and made no sign of offering 
hima chair, Ithen said that U had brought the British Agent with mo; and, as he 
was the Representative of the British Government: in Shiraz, it was the custom for 
him to be allowed to sit when calling officially, and T inquired if the Prince would 
allow him to sit down. ‘The Prince replied, in the most offensive way, * Rasm nist” 
(‘it is not the custom”), and, as the Nawab had mado a step towards me, shouted to 
him “Beist” (“stand up”). As I felt sure from the Prince's manner that to stay 
longer would only he exposing myself to further rudeness, I rose, bowed to him, and 
left the room. 

I think there can be little doubt from the above facts that the Prince all along 
meant to be thoroughly discourteous, and I would add that, although it is the eustom 
to send sume official soon after the arrival of a guest or official of n foreign Govern- 
ment to inguire how he has stood the journey (** Awal pursi’), no one was sent to me, 
The second reply of the Prince can only be taken ws discourteous, and the omission to 
send any answer fortwo days, the absence of any Kind of official to receive me at the 

ean in this 


towards him, 
sent an intemperate telegram to Teliran, m 
otherwise he would send him to ‘Tehran’ with h ack. Barly 
ng, as I was leaving for Bushire, the Nawab sent to inform me that 
J had been to him, and accused him of being the cause of my 
ruptly and being discourteous to the Prince, and said that, if he 
the Prince would send soldiers to his house to insult 
inded property, ‘The Nawab replied that he had had 
nothing to do Wy action, and that whatever was done was the result of the 
studied discourtesy to’ me, Muvaiin-cd-Dowleh left, saying that the Prince would 
carry ont his threats. , " 
told the Nawab that I had telegraphed the facts to the Resident for the infor. 
mation of his Excellency the Minister, and that I hoped nothing further would 
happen, but that, if he was called on for any explination, he was to say that he only 
acted under my orders, and that I was responsible to the Resident and his Exeelleney 
the Minister for what had happened. L considered that I could do no good by staying 
in Shiraz, and, with the Prince in his present state of mind, my presence might very 
probably result in further unpleasantness, 

‘As the Nawab has landed property round Shiraz, he is very: much at the B 
mery, who can ruin him if he is not supported by us, so that T trust that you will see 
Your Way to commending him to his Exeelleney the Minister's care. = 

I may mention that the only remark the Nawab made before the Princo, was 
in reply to-0 question whether the Sahib spoke Wrench or Persian, aud he said **the 
Sahib Speaks Persian.” ‘ . 

T can only suggest tivo reasons for the Prince's behaviour, First, that the arrival 
in the country of the party of Guides sowars was distasteful to the Persian Govern 
meat, and that orders had been sent to him to treat me as he did. Secondly—and T 
think this is more probable—the opinion held by Persians of position who one and all 
have been subjected to harsh treatment at his hands as to the reason of the Prince's 
demeanour towards them, namely that he is very young (he looks about 21 or 22), 
and that he is simply intoxicated with his position as Governor of the important 
Province of Farsand the extensive authority which that entails. E 

‘You are aware that the Prince, since he has been in Shira, hae been responsible 
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for a large number of severe punishments, and, combined with his other measures for 
raising money, has created a strong fecling against himself. A few days before T 
reached Shiraz, a large placard was found ‘affixed to the chief Mosque abusit 
threatening him and heaping the foulest abuse on his Wazir. From the Europeans 
heard that his conduct towards them had been of the radest nature, To give two 
instances: on the occasion of the Shah’s birthday, the Prince invited them all to see 
some fireworks at the Pal in number went and were received by the Wazir, 
who was sitting on a chair , no other chairs were thore, and they all had to 
stand during the performance, ‘The other instance was on the occasion of two visits 
male by the Superintendent of ‘Telegraphs to the Prince on telegraph business, when 
he was made to stand the whole time, although the Wazir was sitting. ‘The next time 
hie was summoned to the Palace he refused to go unless he was given a chair, and this 
nd a satisfactory result, 

It is of cou ‘ifficult. for the Buropeans to make any protest against uncivil 
treatment, as their business relations and, in faet, their personal safety depend so much 
‘on tho good-will of the Governor-General: hut they were all very bitter and contrasted 
him most unfavourably with former Prince Governors. 

T much unpleasant incident, but hope that, under the circumstances, 
my action may be approved by you. 

‘4. Another matter which I would bring to your notice, and which is the cause of 
some anxiety among the European community, is the shortly expected visit of the 
Bishop to baptise a convert of the Rev. Mr, Rice. I saw a good deal of Mr. Rice last 
year, and formed the opinion that ho was judicious and careful not to stir up 
Any excitement. He wason visiting terms with several of the leading Mullabs, and the 
son of the Tint ve him tho use of his garden in the country for a small 
rent when he and his wife required a change of air. He was then, however, not 
doing much more than teaching some boys English, and it is difficult to say what the 
cffvet of a baptism by the Bishop may have, If Saiyid Ali Akbar, who died the other 
day, wore alive, there would undoubtedly be a disturbance, but at present the Mullah 
influence is much suppressed by the Prince, and if he allows the baptism to take 

aco, itis possible that there will be no trouble, I think, however, that as he was 

intensely rndo to Mx. Rice when he called, that he will not allow it, and the 
missionaries would be well advised to hold the ceremony at Bagdad or some place 
where there is a large Christian population. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 180. 
Mr, Davis to the Shou-es-Sultaneh, Governor-General of Fars, 


(After compliments.) Shiraz, October 4, 1901. 

T ILAVE tho honour to inform your Royal Highness that 1 have come to Shiraz 
by onder of his Excclloney the British Ministor, conveyed to me by the Resident, and 
that T arrived here yestorday morning, 

‘As Lwastinable to remain in Shir for more than two days, I sent the British, 
“Agent to say that I wished to do myself the honour of ealling on your Royal Highness, 
aul conveying the British Resident's compliments to you, Upto the prosent time T 
have received no reply, and the compliments paid to. the Representatives of His 

jtannie Majesty's Government have beon omitted, I must, therefore, with much 
rogeot bring this discourtesy to the noties of the Resident, for the information of the 
British Minister at ‘Tehran, 
Tintend to start for Bushire to-morrow night. 


‘M. le Viev-Consul, 

VHLALS prévenu hier, dans Vaprds-midi, que vous aviez témoigné le désir de 
‘yenir me voir: mo trouvant ts indisposé 4 eo moment je n'ai pas pu avoir le plaisir 
de yous recevoi 

‘Me trouvant mieux d présent, je puis avoir le plaisir de vous recevoir aujourd'hui 
11 houres précises. 

Receves, &e. 
(Signé) ’ MALEK MINSOUR. 
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(After compliments.) Shiraz, October 5, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reeeipt of your Royal Highness’ letter 
of to-day’s date, and to say that I regret to hear that indisposition prevented your 
Royal Highness receiving me yesterday. I am glad to hear that you are better to-day, 
and shall have much pleasure in calling and tondering the compliments of the British 
Resident. 

‘As, however, I did not receive your letter till 10:80 .2t, it is impossible for me to 
come at 11 A.sf., and I shall be glad to hear if some time in the afternoon or evening 
Srould be convenient to your Royal Highness, I must beg that you will be good. 
enough to give me two hours’ notice. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) |W. 8. DAVIS, 
First Assistant to His Britannic Majesty's Resident, 
Persian Gulf, §c. 





No, 181, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 8.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Undor- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telogram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 20th November, respecting the status at Muscat of M. Goguyer. 


India Office, December 2, 1901. 


Inclosure in No. 181. 
Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) India Office, November 20, 1901, 

IY telegram of the 28th May Inst, Muscat, French Ambassador statos Goguyer 
Delieved to be representative of shipping agent. No reason for thinking ho had any 
official position, though possibly occasionally employed by French Consul. “Ambassador 
will endeavour to get more prvcise information. 





No, 182. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 3.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Ailairs, and, by direetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 1st December, regarding the question of the use of the 
French flag by Suri dhows. 


India Office, December 2, 1901. 
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Inclosure in No, 182. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


(Delegraphic.) December 1, 1901. 

FOLLOWING tolegmm received from Agency Surgeon, Muscat, 30th 
‘November :— 

‘Begins: ““Tmportant communication passed between Sultan of Muscat and the 
French’ Consul on subject of Suri flag holders, Pending supply of copy now posted, 
Cox respectfully requests Secretary of Stato be urged not to commt (himself 
regarding") Sultan of Muscat if approached by Freuch Ambassador.” Ends. 





No. 188. 
India Office to Foreign Office —( Received December 3,) 


_ THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Georze Hamilton, 
forwards her hie Secretury of State, copy of a letter from the 
Political Res dated the 20th November, inclosing a report by Major Davies 
‘on bis visit to the Amiri country. 


India Office, December 3, 1901. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 183. 
Brigadier-General Maitland to Government of Bombay. 


Sir, Aden Residency, November 20, 1901, 


I HAVE the honour to forwant herewith a copy of \ 


the boundary of the Ami 

village, It would appear that the 

which we have alw curacy the actual limits of 
the country in possession of the Ainir of Dthala and of the Turks respectively, is really 
quite unreliable, and that the uctual state of aflairs on the plateau was, and still is, not 
greatly different trom that described by Major Hunter five yeurs earlier on p. 37 of his 
“Accounts of the Arab ‘Tribes in. the Vicinity of Aden.” “I think there can be little 
doubt that before the early seventies, “when the wave of ‘Turkish aggression began to 
approach the borders of the Amiri district,” the whole of the plateau on the west side, up 
to the crest of Jabal Jehaf, was ruled by the late Amie, and that the places now possessed 
by the Turks on the east ‘side of this range are the Amie's by right, but were wrongfully 
retained by them when Amir Ali Mokbail was at last restored to his State on account of 
British remonstrances, 

a, 22 Lundeistand that the only villages on the plateau aetually paying revenue to the 
Turks are Jaleli, where they have a post; Jalas, to the north of it; Al Wabb, to the 
north of Julass ond Lakliniat-al-tlajta, hialéaeiwile south-east of Jalas. All the others, 
except the few Shaibi villizes ond a group of three owned by the Yalfai, are paying to the 
Anir. ‘The Turks have no maps, and seem to lay claim vaguely to numerous places they 
have never been in actual possession of. 

3, Major Hunter unfortunately says nothing about the valleys south and south-west 
of Jubal Jehaf, but it is dificult to see what righe the Turks can have to Azraki, Mehrabi, 
and Abmedi now claimed by them, ‘These places are stated to have belonged to the late 
Amir, and the Turks do not seem to have ever occupied them, or taken revenue from the 
people, Asa matter of fact, the present Amir does not interfere with Ahmedi, Mebrabi, 
and Azraki, which are at present independent, and it would really seem as if the complaint of 
the Governor-General of Yemen in his telegram of the 26th October (forwarded with my 
No. 127 of the 15th November) was made with a view to establishing a claim to these 
Gistricts before demarcation commenced. Husen Helmi Pasha has apparently been 
instructed to take action on an adimission in one of the inclosures of a letter from General 


* These two words are nupplied from conjecture. 
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Schneider, dated the 19th March, 1875, which was subsequently communicated to the 
Porte. This paper is a report from Amir Ali Mukbil showing how the Turks had sent 
troops marching through his country, and the Sheikhs and people submitted through fear. 
The last places they visited before returning to Ka'taba were “Jebaf, Mebrabi, and 
Abmedi.” After “Ahmedi;” the words “(country not belonging to the Amir)” are 
inserted in brackets in the English translation, ‘They do not occur in the Avabie original, 
and are not the Amir’s words, but a remark by Saleh Jaffer, the Native Assistant, Hven 
supposing that the people of Mehrabi and Abmedi (Azraki is not mentioned) were then 

ir Ali Mukbil, as they are now of Amir Shaif Saif, there is no 
admission of any kind by the Chief, and it would appear that the ‘Parks’ have had no 
footing at all in these places for upwards of twenty years, ‘The people are so unwilling to 
pass under Turkish domination that Major Davies was informed that they would resist an 
Attempt to take revenue from them by force. ‘The Turks are no doubt aware that they 
would have considerable difficulty in, getting anything out of the districts in question, and 
as the revenue to be derived from them cannot be an important sum, they would perhaps 
agree to surrender their claims for a considerati 

4. Itis important to us that the districts should be on our side of the line, as they 
flank the Amir's country in a very awkward manner ; and if the Turks established posts 
there, it would be hardly possible to prevent them from annoying the Amit’s people iu a 
variety of ways. It 1s probable that there would be continually recurring disputes, and 
the state of affairs on the Amiri border would be little more satisfactory than it is now. 
Besides this, the district of Mafari, which would seem to be undoubtedly the Amir’s, is 
beyond Azraki and Mehtabi, almost at the back of Jabal Jehaf: It is difficult to see how 
‘we can surrender this bit of territory, to which the Turks would secm to have absolutely 
no claim. 

5, The conduct of the local Turkish officials in endeavouring to coerce the Sheikh of 
Mafari into giving up bis allegiance to the Amir of Dthali, after the question of a format 
delimitation of the frontier had been raised, appears to me to be very reprehensible. 
Still more serious perhaps is the occupation of the small hill Jabal Shabad by a military 
post with artillery, 

‘This place would seem to be without any doubt in the territory of the Amir and its 
recent occupation and unprovoked aggression against whieh I trust His Majesty's 
Government will offer the strongest possible protest. In my humble opinion the troops 
should be withdrawn frow Jubal Shabad as a preliminary to demarcation, 

6. L venture to think that we should aim at a boundary running from the peak of 
Tabal_Tebuf, south-south-westwards along the hills, the peaks of which are marked on the 
map 7394, 7033, 7131, to the Am Amma range, and it seems to me so very desirable to 
obtain this hill to stop further encroachment and disputes that I think we might pay. an 
reasonable sum to the Parks for such rights as they may be considered to possess 0 
the country thus placed on our sido of the boundary, oF if this is impracticable, it n 
periaps be possible to give them territorial compensation in some other part of the 
border. 

7. The unsatisfactory nature of Wabab's boundary arises, I think, from the fact that 
he was unable to cross into, and hardly able to approach, ‘Turkish territory, or country 
claimed as such, For demarcation purposes a large scale survey of the ground on both 
des of the supposed line appears to be indispensable, aud this survey should got well 
ahead before the actual work of delimitation commences. I have heard nothing yet of a 
survey party; but I presume one will be detailed. ‘The existing maps are not only on too 
small’ a seale for demarcation, but they do not cover enough of the country through 
which the line of the frontier runs, ‘This is noticeable at several points, but particularly on 
the coast and along the Amiri part of the frontier. On the coast our western limit is 
that of the Atiffis, a section of the Subaibi tribe. The boundary is somewhere west of 
Ras Arrah, but the country has not been surveyed, and Res Atrab itself an important 
Point, is not included in Wahab’s survey, 

8. From the coast the lineruns in a general north-easterly direetion to the neighbour- 
hood of Ka'taba about 100 miles in a straight line. East and north-east of this there is 
no survey, and we are ignorant of the features of the country. But it seems obvious that 
the boundary should be demarcated for at least some distance further, and I strongly 
recommend that the survey should be cared on along the northern border of the Upper 
Yaffais and the limits of Beda and Behan until it strikes the Great Desert. Beyond this 
point it is probable that no demarcation is necessary, though we might require to have an 
‘understanding regarding rights to wells and-pasturage in the desert. 

9. Government are aware that all the people immediately cast of the Amiri 


country, that is to say, the Sheikhs of the Upper Yatfuis and the Chiefs and Sheilchs of 
{1695} 2x 





Beda and Rehan have come in and asked for Treaties and British protection. I would 
urge that such ‘Treaties should be concluded before demarcation is commenced. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) P. J. MAITLAND, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident, Aden. 


2 ¥ Aden Residency, November 20, 1901. 
COPY forwarded, with compliments, to the Secretary, Political t Depart- 
ment, India Office, London. 
(Signed) . MAITLAND, Brigadier-General, 
Political Resident, Aden. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 183, 


Major Davies to Brigadier-General Maitland. 
(Gonfientia) 
ir, Camp Musemir, November 15, 1901. 
IN aceordance with the instructions contained in your Confidential letter, dated the 
29th ultimo, Lhave the honour to inform vou that 1 arrived at Ad Dthala on the Sth 
instant, and commeiced to make inyuities into the state of affairs as regards the boundary 
between the territory of the Amir of Ad ‘Thala and the ‘Turkish provinee of Yemen, ‘The 
only inap which in any way shows the above-mentioned boundary is a tracing from the survey 
thects made in’ 1892 by Captain Wahab, R.E,, on the Turkish’ authorities complaining that 
ached upon ‘Purkish limits tracing, as stared by Captain 
Resident Aden, shows 
orth and north 


Jaaby Khwuber, Minti, Gakniad Salab,  Shnib-aleas Sarafi, Debi Hin 
hy AL Waar, Al Rabat, Aul Samed, Dakku, Dar 

ary: shown by Captain Waltab aust bo regarded as 4 

he Mair of Ad Dthala claims all the above-named villages on the grounds— 

(1,) ‘Phat they were in the possession of his predecessors and ancestors, 

(2) ‘Phat all the people nave residing in them are cither his relatives or subjects; 


nim, 
id Dar Amama, the 


and 

(3) ‘Phat froin the date he was elected Chief up to the present time he has ruled over 
then aud has collected! revenue from each of them. 

During v conversation J had with Ali Ismael Raza, the Kaiinakam of Ka'tuba, on the 
Oth ii it, he informed me that the Turks claimed all the Amiri villages north-west and 
north of Ad Duhila, as well as all the Shuirt villages, but he could not te AL me the grounds 
‘on which they claimed them, 

¥, As regards the alleged tearing down of the British flag by Turkish soldiers at AL 
Wa'u the Amir stated to me, in-an interview which {had with him on the Sth instant, 
that, AT Wa'rs is an Amivi village, that it is inbinbited. by his subjects, that he receives the 
revenue, and that sitice the time he bas been Amir it has never been in the possession of 
the Turks, He admitted that the British flag had been hoisted in the village by one or 
the subjects, ind that it had heen stealthily removed during the night by some 
subject he Kaiimakam of Ka’taba stated to me, on the 0th mstant, that AL Wa'ra 
a Turkish village, but in reply to my question as to whether the Turkish authorities 
feceived the revenue of the village, he said that no revenue had been collected by the 
Turks for the list seven xe failure of the crops. Frou inquiti 
have made, E learn that ALW inhabited by subjects of the Amir only, that he receives 
the revenut, and that there has heen no failure of the erops on the lands belonging to the 
village for mnany years past. T had a second conversation with the Kaimakam on the 10th 
instant, but he yas very reticent on this occasion, aud on my asking him what he knew 
about the fag incident, he replied that he could not answer any of my questions without 
first referring to the Governor-General of Yemen, 

3, The territory of the Aztaki, Mebrabi, and Ahmedi tribes is situated to the south- 
west of Jabul Jihaf, and is shown in Captain Wahab’s tracing red to, ALWa’ra 
ix a village in the Ash Shafi district, the other villages in this district being Al Rabat and 
‘AutSumed. There is only one village of the name of AL Wa'ra, and it i> situated 1 mile 


qwestenorth-west of Al Jaleli, In the Aden Survey Map of 1893, this village is incor- 
Teetly shown as 2 miles north of Al Jaleli. ‘The Turks have had a small garrison at AL 
Jaleli for the last twenty years. 

‘4, In Captain Wahab’s trating, the territory of the Azraki, Mebrabi, and Abmedi 
tribes js shown as being in the possession of the Turks in 1892, but from what 1 have 
tatlired from wien of these tribes, it appears that. the Turks have not been in that neigh 
Fourhood for the last twenty-three years, when a fight is said fo have taken place between 
them and the and they withdrew to Ka'tab: The Amir informs me that although: 

scentioned tribes were formerly subjects of the Amir of Ad Dthala, they have, 

‘en independent, that he receives no revenue from 

Detween him and them that they should assist 

Kaimakam informed me that. 

fare under Turkish prot have collected no revenue 

from them for seven years, owing to there having been no crops. 1 have ascertained that 

the land belonging to these tribes produces good crops yearly, and that there has been no 

scarcity for years pest. ‘The Turks have recently endeavoured to bring the Ma‘fari tribe 
under their protection, 

‘The greater portion of the Ma'fari distriet was in the possession of the Amir of Ad 
Dthala previous to 1875. In that year he purchased the remaining portion for 180 dollars 
from Yehya Hassan Hedeyan and liis nephews Ghalibsbin-Abmedand Abdulli-bin-Almed, 
the Sheiks of the district. Since that time the Amir has ruled the district. About the 
commencement of last month the Kaimakam of Ka'taba sent three letters to Ghalib-bin~ 
‘Aimed calling (him) to Al Jaleli, He went there and the Kaimakam told him thav 
ihe would make him Shi fet if he would collect the revenue on 
behalf of the Turks, Aiter consented, but when the 
Atmi’s son heard of the matter s in Lahe} Ghal 

ect any revenue whateve: 
intends keeping him there. 

5, T was most careful 
nor any of my party entered ‘Turkish limits or any disputed 

paragraph 1 given the names of the villages whieh wre shown in Capt 

Wahab’s tracing as being in Turkish limits and which the Amir claims as his, also of those 
iv Amiri limits which the Kaimakam of Ra'taba states are Turkish. The following 
four Shairi villages are now in possession of the Turks, viz.: Wabl Julas, Lukmuh Al- 
Hajar, and Al-daleli. ‘There are no Turkish troops in Wabliy Jalas, and Laukmah Ale 
Hajiat, Sheikh has been appointed over these villages by the Turks and he eolleets the 
revenue on theit behali, A sinall detachment. of Turkish soldiers has been stationed at 
‘AL Jalel for the last twenty years, All the remaining Shairi villages with the exception of 
‘Al Khureba, which is under the Amir, ure dent, ‘The Turks have not obtained 
possession of any Shaibi villages to the north-east, this tribe is still independent aud is 
Piled by Sheikh Ali Askir, the Chief Sheikh of the Upper Yallai, The country of thy 
Upper Yailai extends as far as Jabal Uarrir, the tribe also possesses, treo villages to the 
nietiewest of that mountain, vize: Khuraba, Shaka, und Khali, ‘The relations of the 
Upper Yaffai with the Shaibis are good. 

‘The Turks have not recently interfered with the Kali road after it passes into Anirt 
tervitory, but they have within the last month, during the absence of the Amie encroached 
tipon his tenvitory and taken, possession of Jabal Shabad, a high hull theeeaquarters of 
Tile northeeast of Wabar and commanding the KaGla road. "They have posted garrison 
Of fifty soldiers on the hill, bave thrown up entrenchments on its summit and mounted 
two guns, Tl is said that they intend erecting a fort there, 1 questioned the 
Kuimakati regarding this extraoniinary action on the part of the Turks, and hereplicd that 
the hill yas Turkish and that fifty soldiers hud been sent there a¥ it was more healthy for 
the than in Al Jaleli,. On my asking bim by whose orders the soldiers hid been posted 
Sn the hull, he said that as he was aw eivil officer he could not give such an order, but that 
Tt bad been given by the Officer Commanding troops at Ka'tuba, he then added that he 
iknew the bill was in Carkish limits and that both he and the Officer Commanding troops at 
Kataba ud given the order. I siid that the hill was undoubtedly in Amiri limits, to 
srlicl he replied that he could not withdraw the soldiers without an order from the 
Governor-General of Yemen. 1 afterwards asked the Amir why this encroachment by 
the Turks bad not been at once reported to the Resident at Adeo, he repliod that it was 
‘owing to his abseiice in Lahe} that this had not been done. 

S. Kbarliis a stall hill about three-quarters of « mile north-west of the village of Kabar, 
and according to Captain Wabab’s tracing within Turkish territory. ‘The Amir informed 
jue that the bill belongs to him as itis surrounded by Amiri villages, and that the house 





172 


built on it by one of his subjects which was demolished by the Turks i] 

on it by which was d : rks seas not built of 

materials collected by the latter. ‘The Kaimakam told me that the hill was ‘Turkish 

property as it was within their limits. ‘The Turks do not appear to. bave an 

of ereeting a fort on Kharba. z 
9. Khorba is also called Ash Shafi because the tomb of Wali Ash erect 

the northeast fot of it bas ee 
10. With regard to tobacco smuggling, the Amir denies that his subje. 

With regard to | ee Ie ae es abjects: smuggle 
tobacen into Turkish territory. THe states that traders. from ‘Turkish disriets ate in the 
abit of purchasing tobacco ih Aden, carrying it through his territory: and thence into 
Turkish and that he eannot prevent this, He states that he once mentioned this matter 
to General Creagh and asked him whether he could stop the practice but General Creagh 
told him he could not do so. a 


ntention 


__ Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) "J. DAVIES, 
First Assistant Resident, Aden, 





No, 184. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 3.) 

No, 82.) 
(olegraphic,) P. Tehran, December 8, 

4 : , December 8, 1901, 

IN roply. to your telegram No, 58, and dated yesterday, all hopes of trade route 
romaining in British hands from the Karun to Tehran would be definitely destroyed 
if the Russians acquired the two main roads to the south; Russian influence would 
thereby be dangerously extended in Contral Persia, and the impression prevailing here, 
against which Cam fighting, as having such an injurious effect on our interests that, 
in consequenes of weakness and indifferneo, Heltah influence aud enterprise in Renin 
a seal giving vay overywhere to Tssan influence, and enterprise would recive 

It is, 1 think, almost cortain that the Russians, who are il to 
sevorl Idee Housand pounda on roads in the. provines of Asceijon, would take 
over from the Persian Government at the first opportunity the roads to the south. If 
obliged to sell, the Tmnperial Bank should, therefore, make ever 


I ry elfort to dispose 
of thom to British or Anglo-Persian' Company.” “Might not Mz. ecre 


Majesty's 

‘Teliran, 

surely, the Bank neod be 

Lordship, by messenger, a despatch on this subject. 


Tay ‘mention, privately, that my views ate entirely shared by 
‘Aoliiyg Manager of the Tmpesial Banks SS ano ares ane alae he 





No. 185. 


goat) The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir C. Scott 
ir, Foreign Office, December 3, 1901. 
PILE Russian Ambassador, who has been in deli and i to leave 
Bogland for somo tine calle pon Moe ee 
___ His Excellency told me that he desired, in taking leave of 
information whigh had reached him from St Petersburgh 1 man to tha effec that the 
foeling towards this country entertained by the Russian Government at this moment 
was of u friendly character. Our proposals for concerted action in regard to the 
matter of the Persian loan had created a good impression, and there was every inclination 
to “faire bon ménage ” with us. A. great deal of attention had also been paid to articles 
in the pres and! magazines here pointing to-a better disposition on our part towards 
usin, 


he told his Excellency that it was most satisfactory to me to hear that this was the 


“With regard, however, to the Persian loan, I told his Excellency that 1 had heard 
on good authority that the’ Representative of the Russian Government at Tran, had 
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maintained to the Persian Government that they were not at liberty to borrow 
from us or from any one else but Russia, and that the proposal for a loan obtained 
fhrough the good ofees of His Majesty's Government was therefore likely to fall 
through. 

‘is Exeelleney said that he had no knowledge of any such occurrence; his own 
Delief was that the Persian Government was free to borrow where it pleased, and that 
nothing had yet been done with regard to the Russo-Persian loan, 

M. de Staal then referred in'a somewhat vague manner to the Anglo-Russian 
understanding of 1834—renewed in 1888—ns to the integrity of Persia, which his 
Excellency regarded as still in force. 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘LANSDOWNE. 





No, 186. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received December +) 


Sir, India Office, December 

TN continuation of previous correspondence on the subject of the delimitation of 
the Aden frontier, Iam directed by Lord George Hamilton to forward copies of 
telegrams from the Viceroy, dated the 25th and 26th November, reporting the names 
of the officers whom he has selected as British Commissioners, and the instructions which 
he proposes to issue for their guidance, 

With rogard to the proposed instructions, I am to request that you will point out 
to Lord Lansdowne that, in the case of the dispute with the Turkish Government with 
regard to their eneroachinent on Haushabi territory and in other cases, His Majesty's 
Government have heen guided by the survey made by Captain Wahab, RAE, in 
1801-92, I-appears to Lord George Hamilton that, within the limits to whieh this 
survey extends, it should continue to be regarded as the basis of the claim that should 
he put forward by His Majesty's Government, 

Tn the Amiri country, however, the villages and lands ocenpied by the subjects of 
the Amir of Dthali and by Turkish subjects are believed to be so much intermixed, that 
it will he impossible to arrive at a definite and clear frontier-line without leaving some 
wider discretion to the Commissioners, His Lordship, therefore, proposes to. instruct 
the Vicoroy that, on this part of the frontier, the British Commissioners should 
endeavour to come to an agreement with the Turkish Commissioners, on the basis, 1x 
Soon as possible, of the Wahab line, wherchy all territory outside a certain definite 
Tine should be regarded as under Turkish authority, and all lands within that, line a8 
belonging to Amiris under the sway of the Amir of Dthali, 

With this exception, Lord George Hamilton proposes, with Lord Lansdowne's eon- 
currence, to approve the proposed instructions to the British Commissioners, 

the Upper Yattii and Upper Aulaki are at present covered hy no special ‘Treaties 
imilar to those which apply to the lower sections of the tribes; but the whole of these 
tribes are undoubtedly covered by the terms of Lord Granville's despateh to. Sir Henry 
Eliot, dated the 16th May, 1873, and also by Lord Lansdowne’s note to Anthopoulo 
Pasha, dated the 16th July last. It is, therefore, necessary to maintain existing. British 
rights in regard to them, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 186, 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton, 


(Telegraphic) November 25, 1901. 
YOUR telegram, 11th November: Aden delimitation. 
I propose to appoint Colone! Wahab, R.1,, who is on his way out, and Major Davie, 
First Assistant, to represent the British Government. A” junior survey officer, 
Lieutenant ‘Tandy, will also accompany part 


(1695) 2Y 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 186. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(elegraphic.) November 26, 1901, 

YOUR telogram of 14th November: Aden delimitation, 

I propose following instructions for Wahab, as stated in my telegram of the 2nd 
October :— 

Line should commence at western limit of Atifii section of Subaihi tribe near 
Rasturbi, and follow border of Subaihi and Haushabi tribes, Here there is probably no 
need to go heyond Wahab's line of 1891, There will probably be more difiealty in 
Amiri country, owing to interlacing of villages, and here Wahab’s line may not be 
quite accurate’ (sce Resident's telegram of 24th November). I think that Wahab 
should endeavour to re 


prove continuoas 0 
guiding prineiple, 
covered b; , 

yements with all nine tribes as might from time to time be desirable, 
although this right has not hitherto been taken advantage of in these two cases, If 
the, ‘Turks show anxiety or willingness to define this section of boundary by agreement, 
the line which we should claim would be northern limit of Upper Yaitai, Upper Aulaki, 
nd Wahidi tribe, which tract should also be stated to include minor Chicfships of Beda 
and Behan ; any point on which Commissioners fail to agree to be reserved and referred 
to their respective Goyernments, 

Please telegraph if you approve. 





187, 


Tudia Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 4.) 


‘THE Under-Seorotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

iy of Slate for Foreign Affairs, and, by dircetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards lirewith, for the fiformation of the ry of State, copy of a ti 
from the Viceroy, dated the 80th November, regarding the proposed loan to Pe 


India Office, December 4, 1901, 


Inclosure in No. 187. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


“ November 30, 1901. 
i Thuinge’s telegram to Foreign Office, No. $0. 
We donot understand situation or Russian attitude, Tf, however, proposals of 
Indian loan has fallen through, we think subservience of Persian Government to 
Russia, and theit refusal of our assistance, justify His Majesty’s Government in 
ng a declaration {9 Persian Government as suggested by me on the 2nd October, 
“ ofernad Ioan (vide telegram No. 50 of the 6th 
Novembex), hut as definite pronouncement of British poliey in future, Otherwise 


ontire proceading will have proved abortive, and Russia will have tri it 
iolaimtent of British interests pe pee he aera 





1 
No, 188. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(No. 59.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, December 4, 1901. 
IMPERIAL Bank of Persia’s Road Concession : “Your telegram No. 82 of tho 
Srd instant. 
"The Chairman of the Bank, whom I have seen, has consented that the conclusion 
of the Agreement for the sale of the Concesions shall be deferred for the moment. 





No. 189 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received December 9.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seerctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of the 
documents respecting the recent expedition to Ad Dareja. 


India Offce, December 7, 1901. 


Tnolosure 1 in No. 189. 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton, 


My Lord, Sinta, November 7, 1001. 

WITH reference to the correspondence ending with your Lordship's Sooret 
telegram, dated the 9th August last, wo have the honour to forward copies of the 
correspondence on the subject of the recent expedition to Ad Daroja and subsequent: 
events. 

2. The substance of the reports received from the Government of Bombay has 
already been communicated to your Lordship by telegram by our Political Resident at 
Aden, and it is unnecessary for us to recapitulate tho incidents which led to the 
expedition, or to describe the steps by which it has been brought to a successful 
issue, We trust, howover, that His Majesty's Government, will agree with us in 
approving the manner in which the proceedings were conducted by Brigadier-Genoral 
Maitland, ©.B,, and the officers subordinate to him. 

3. We understand that His Majesty's Government havo alreaily taken steps to 
impress upon the Ottoman Government the gravity of the situation created by the 
patticipation of a considerable Turkish force in the opposition offered to the British 
troops, and we understand that the importance of the removal of Muhammad Nasir 
from the neighbourhood has een included. among the rupresentations mado to the 
arkish Government. The punishment of the principal offender in the recent 
aggression upon Haushabi terstary.crtanly seomse to bo desirable with a view to tho 
prevention of similar incidents in the future, 

4. We have already invited your Lordship to consider whether the present 
opportunity might not be taken to propose to the Porte a demarcation of our 
Protectorate in the vicinity of Aden, where it marches with territory under effective 
‘Purkish control, and, from your Lordship’s telegram of the 21st October last, wo are 
glad to learn that @ similar proposal has been made by the ‘Turkish Government. 
While we have no desire to attach undue significance to thes» petty disturbances or to 
magnify the importance of our intorests in this neighbourhood, we are of opinion that 
our obligations to the protected Ohiefs, which may al any time necessitate our inter 
vention in their behalf, call for a clear understanding with the Porto as to the limits of 
‘Turkish territory in the direction of our Protectorate, 

We have, é 
(Signed) CURZON, 
P, PALMER, 
1, RALEIGH, 
BE, BG. LAW. 
E. R. BLUES. 
T. ARUNDEL. 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 189, 


Government of India to Government of Borbay. 


Sir, Simla, November 1, 1901. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential letters on the 
subject of the recent expedition to Ad Dareja and connected events, ‘The procecdings 
which wore taken to expel Muhammad Nasir appear to have been ably conducted, 
and I am to request. that, with the permission of the Governor in Council, an 
expression of the satisfaction of the Government of India may be conveyed to 
Brigadier-General Maitland, C.B,, and to the officers who were employed under his 
orders, 

2, As regards the two suggestions contained in the Resident's letter, dated the 
22nd August last, which are supported by the Government of Bombay, I am to 
remark, in the first place, that, recording to the information in. the possession of the 
Government of India, it appears that His Majesty’s Government are fully alive to the 
gruvity of the situation created by the participation of a large body of ‘Turkish troops 
in the recent hostilities, and it is presumed that the punishment or removal of 
Muhammad Nasiv has beon included in than tation made to the Sublime Porte. 
‘Phe matter will, howeve Secretary of State for India 
for such further action, i consider desirable, 

. As to the second sug 
should visit the tervitovies of the 
Trequeney than heretofore, pe 

































of Aden with greater 
on has already been granted for Major Dav 
proceed fo the Amiri countey to inquire into th ssion by the J 
D'thali upon Turkish tervitory, and to restrain the A ry. His Majesty's 
Scoretary of Siate for India. has also heen invited to consider whether the present 
opportunity should not be taken to propose to the Porte a den British 
Protectorate from a point near Al urha within the Atifi territory to the neighbour- 
hood of the larkish frontier post at Katiha, and information has been revived that a 
similar suggestion lias heen made by the urkish Government, Pending the 
discussion of this proposal, the Governnient- of India prefer no steps should be 
taken which might have the effect of exciting ‘Turkish suspicions or of disturbing the 
stalus quo 

















Thave, &e, 
(Signed) "J.B, WOOD, 
Under-Secretary to tie Government of India. 





Tnwlosure 3 in No, 189, 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 
(Seeret,) 
My Lond, India Office, December 0, 1901. 
T HAVE received your letter of the 7th November last, forwarding copies of 
correspondence comiceted with the recent expedition to Ad Dareja. 

, 2 TL haye much pleasure in placing on record my agreement with the approval 
which your Excelleney's Government have accorded to the manner in which the 
Proceedings wore conducted by Brigadier-General Maitlaud, O.B,, and the officers 
sorving under him. 
8, Your Excellency will have learned from my telegram of the 20th October that 


the Sublime Porte have spontancously proposed a’ demareation of our Protectorate in 
the vieinity oF Aden, 














Lhave, &e. 
ned) GEORGE HAMILTON. 
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No, 190. 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 9.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a Secret 
despatch to the Government of India, dated the 20th November, and inclosures, 
regarding the traflic in slaves by Suri dhows. 


India Office, December 7, 1901. 


Inclosure in No, 190. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 
(Seerei.) 
‘My Lont, India Office, November 20, 1901, 
IN continuation of my Secret despatch of the 11th October lust, I forward here. 
with a copy of correspondence with the Foreign Offien with reference to the slave 
traffic in Suri dhow: 
2, Your Excellency will observe that the S 
doubts the expediency of making any fresh rep 
the subject at the present time, 








tary of State for Foreign A fairs 
sentations to the Sultan of Museat on 


T have, &. 
(Signed) GEORGE WAMU, 











LON. 


No, 191, 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Reoeived December 10.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Atfairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards horowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
a letter from the Forel ‘, Silla, dated ihe 21st November, respecting 
quarantine measures ari and in Scistan, 


India Office, December 9, 1901. 













Inclosure 1 in No. 191. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Cheneviz-Trench to Government of India, 





(Telegraphie.) Meshed, August 8, 1901. 
THLE Nawab's caravan lave, Dr, Duke reports, divided into two parties, one of 
which was one day's march from Turbat-iellaidari on the Ist August, the other should 
have reached Karez. ‘The Persian Government has given no orders, and the Russian 
officer at Turhat-i-Maidari has strengthened his guards of Persian Cossacks, and has 
left the Russian doctor at Turbatsi-Haidari, und gone off towards Karez with fifty 
more Persian Cossacks, presumably to intercept the Nawab, I informed Governor 
here of the statement made by the Government of India to the effect that no plague 
is existing at Quetta, and he has telegrapherl to Tehran for orders. I did not inform 
the Russian Consul-General direct, as Tdo not recognize the Russian quarantine in 
Persia. I hear the Russian Consul-General here tied to persunde the Governor- 
General of Khorasan that the statement was untrue, Russian method at 
Meshed is force; the result of contravention is viewed by her with complacency ; and 
if at Meshed she docs this with impunity, in Scistan and Birjand, where posts of 
observation are, she will do the sume, 

‘This telegram lias been sent to His Britannic Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, and 
also to the Foreign Seerctary, Simla, 


























[1695] 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 191. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Cheneviz-Trench to Government of India. 





(Teographic) Meshed, August 7, 1901. 
T HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of my telegram of the 3rd August 
last, that Akbar Ali Nawab and his party of eighty passed the quarantine at Turbat- 
i-lTaidari without detention. ‘The Russians found the Venice Convention and Dr. Duke 
too inuch for them. ‘This telegram has been sent to His Britannic Majesty's Minister 
At Tehran and the Boreign Secretary, Simla. 











Inclosure 3 in No, 191. 


Colonel Yate to Government of India 


(Confidential,) Camp Ziarat, August 9,.1901, 
IN forwarding our address, T 
would note that this Sai ated as a quarantine doctor 
by the Porsian Government to Seistan, is not « Persian, and, as far a is not a 
doctor. He i nephew of the man Saiyid Mir Hashim, formerly British news- 
writer af Candahar, whose history will be found: referred to in Khan Bahadur Maula 
Bakhsh's Report on Seistan in the account of his interview with the Hoshmat-ul- 
Mulk, Chief of Seistan, at Meshed, at the beginning of April 1808. (I have not the 
Roport here to refer to.) Mir Hashim was in Russian pay at Meshed and was last 
hoard of fn ohran, where he was said to be in the employ of the Russian Legation, 

2, Saiyid Muliammad has apparently been selected as a man who knows the 
‘Meghan frontier districts, but-he appears to haye been sent to enforce quarantine on 
the Afghan frontier without any written orders exempting arrivals from Quetta, and 
though he says he will not interfere with British subjects, this is only a verbal 
assurance and written orders are very necessary and will have to be obtained, 

3, In 1807 the Persian Government: a Il quarantine arrangements 
jn Soistan in the hands of the British Medical Officer, and that agreement, so far as 1 
know, still remains in force. Ef it is considered by the Persian Government that any 
plague observation is now necessary, the two Indian doctors, Ghulam Jilani and Abbas 
Ali, nov in Seistan, are quite able to carey it out. Lwould suggest that it be explained 
to the Persian Government that so long as these Persian posts of observati 
maintained, Ghulam Will ho responsible for the examination and disink 
nocessaty, off all axtivals in Seistan nndex the terms of the Venice Convention in the 
sume way that the Russian doctors aro in Khorasan, and that Saiyid Mulia 
should be at once recalled ; orders to that effect being sent through the British € 
General at Meshed, 

1, Unless Saiyid Muhammad is realled, there is the chance that his deputation 
may be the thin edge of the wedge, aud that wo shall fiud him followed by a Russian 
doctor and « party of Cossacks, é 






















































































Tnelosure 4 in No, 191. 
Major Benn to Government of India, 


x Nasratabad, July 20, 1901. 
I HAVE the honour to forward the accompanying copy of a letier addressed. by 
ime to His Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General, Meshed, regarding the arrival in 
Seistan of one Saiyad Muhammad, a quarantine doctor. = 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 191. 
Major Benn to Lieutenant-Colonel Cheneviz-Trench. 


Nasratabad, July 20, 1901, 
ad Muhammad, quarantine official, 





I HAVE the honour to report, that Saiy 
arrived here on the 11th July, 

From his conversation Ihave gathered the follo 
history -— 

‘He is an Afghan by birth, but is now a naturalized Persian, About: twenty 
years ago, at the time of the Afghan troubles of 1871-80, ho was in British pay. | He 
Zays he holds certificates from Colonel St. John and Burl Roberts. He was present 
atthe battle of Maiwand, apparently asa guide, He says he was fourteen years in 
Tndia and knows Baluchistan, His uncle, Mir Hashan Khan, was British newswriter 
at Kandahar before Mirza Taki Khan, our Inte newswriter. He has apparently 
travelled a great deal. He inadvertently mentioned that he had once done good 
service for us in having surveyed the district of Zamindawar to the nort-west of 
Kandahar, when he was supplied with instraments by the British Government Ie 
Joft British service as he found he could get no permanent appointment. 

He appeared to me irritable and quarrelsome, Ie is not the meek individual his 
predecessor, Dr. Qasim Khan, was. He seems to have a very scanty knowledge of 
medicine. 

‘2, On his arrival here he gaye out that he had come to enforee quarantine against 
India, and that for this purpose the Amir Hashmat-ul-Mulk had given, him forty 
sowars. He did not call on me, though a visit. nad taken plaice between him and the 

Russian Vice-Consul ‘as Thad heard that he intended sending out his quarantine 
ities the next day, 1 paid him a visit. 

He told me that he had come to establish and build quarantine posts in, Soistan 
and on the Afghan border, and that the Amir had given him. forty sowars for this 
jnurpose, Ifo said he hoped to dispatch ton parties of fowr sowars cach the next day, 
He showed me a letter from the Governor of Meshel authorizing him to get, forly 
sowars from the Amir and to ‘establish ten quarantine posts in Seistan and along the 
border.” He also brandish fore me, which he said contained his 
He ab rked that 





information regarding his past 








































sent here because the last man had proved himself useless. 
essed great surprise at this information, and told lim that 1 had received 
no intimation from my Minister in Tehran regarding the reintroduction of quarantine 
into Seistan, 1 ighan frontier” extonded to British 
territory, it would be quite contrary to. internati juette if quarantine wore 

‘Jin that direction without the Consul of the country against which such a stop 
1. [ told him that E'could in no way recognize 
ed by my 
T warned him 

















bili 
against his action, and warned him as to the consequences if he execedod his orders. 

Tn reply, he said he had no intention of interfering with British subjects, nor 
wrould he go hear our border, He admitted that there was no plague in Baluchistan, 
hor, as far as he know, any cholera in Afghanistan at the present moment. Ho said 
these were only precautionary measures. 1 pointed out that “along the Afghan 
porter” was «very elastic term, He admitted that it was, and that, he would not bo 
exceeding his onders if he went to Koh-ieMalik Siah. Te said he had orders nob to 
enforce quarantine against Quetta arrivals, But he lias not got these orders in writing 
‘at least, he would not admit that he had. 

T told him that as long as his written orders were to establish posts “along the 
Afghan border" L should protest against his actions. 

Te then asked why matters could not be settled in a friendly way, anil he began 
to adopt a tone of familinrity which I refused to recognize, He hinted that, iff 
Would make it worth. his while, he could furnish a Report that there was no neo 
Whatever for quarantine in Seistan, He concluded by promising that he would not 
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send out his sowars until I lind received intimation from Tehran regarding quarantine 
arrangements, He repeated this promise on his return visit, and again hinted that le 
was prepared to furnish any Repiort I liked, 

8, Have sent-a formal protest to the Karguzar for Seistan (now at Birjand), and 
now inelose a copy, with a translation, for your information. Apart from the reasons 
given above, and in spite of the docto not to interfere with British subjects, 


ion of quarantine here was, I think, 


(2) as they stund, permit him, under the term “along the Afghan 
Ponder,” to establish a quarantine post at Kol-iMalik Siah or in the vicinity of 
Robat 

(3.)_As the man is a sury is quarantine duties may only bea veil to hide 
more serious work in the direction of our frontier, 

(4.) As he is apparently open to a bribe, we may, T think, conclude that his 
inission to Seistan hears more of a political than’ medical character, and that not much 
importance is uttached to his professional qualifications, 

(5) Mhough the only * precautionary measures,” their very presence in 
Soistin will act ay a standing menuev to our trade rou 

4. I have len unable to see the Amir on this subject, as he has been indisposed ; 
Dut he hay informed me that he is anxious to support me against the reintroduction of 
quarantine into Seistan, He says, hiowover, that his orders from Meshed are exp 
‘and that ho will have’ to supply'the doctor with forty Sowars. He tells me tha 
twelve Sowars hud already been sent to Deb Dost Maliomad, Milak, and Sharifabad, 
on the eastern borders of Scistan, four Sowars at each place.” ‘The posts are, hie says, 
avcording to his orders, for “ obsorvation” only, He has now recalled them to ave 
explicit instructions. re: duties, aud to warn them that they are stationed 
on the border for observation only, and not for the purpose of enforeing 
T gathor that the Amir is prepateil to put difficulties in the way of the doctor, 

5. 1 am sending copies of this letter to. the Government of India, Fore 
Department, and to the Honourable the Agent, Governor-General, Baluchistan. 


—________ 


Inclosure 6 in No, 191. 
Major Bena to the Kurgusar. 


(Translation Birjand, July 17, 1901 (29 Kabiularieal, 1319). 

T HAVE foxday been informed by Dr. Sayad Muhammad that he proposes to 
hitroduce quarantine and establish quarantine posts in Seistan and along the A 
border, which, as you are aware, extends to British ry. He also told me he 
intended sending out sowors for this purpose in two days’ tine. As T have no orders 
from my Government tHat the quarantine has heen agreed to, I cannot accept the 
statements of Di Muliammad as true, and T have warned him not to interfere 
with any British subjects, T must request you to receive my protest at Dr. Sayad 
Muhammad stating to me his intention without having asked me whether I had been 
informed by my Government. If it is true that the Persian Government wishes to 
impose quatantine in Seistan and along the Afghan border, and had T been informed 
of the fact through my Minister in Yehran, 1 would have no objection. As it is, it 
appears to me that Dr. Sayad Muhammad's conduct is breach of etiquette. You 
will be good enough to call him to account for it, 


Tnelosure 7 in No, 191. 


Licutenant-Colonel Chenevia~Trench to Government of India. 


Meshed, July 20, 1901, 

WITH refercuee to my diary for the week ending the 19th June, and iny 
despatch to His Britannie Majesty's Minister of the 16th July, T have the honour to 
Anclose translation of an order whieh has been sent by the Goyernor of Khorassan to 
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the Hashmat-ul-Mulk, Governor of Seistan, preventing the introduction of corpses 
into Persia by the Seistan route. I haye given the Governor of Khorassin to under- 
stand that T support him on this point as long’as plague exists in India, As T 
‘understood that the Government of India is averse to the traflic in corpses, I would 
suggest that I may be supplied with an order written in Persian, from tho Govern 
ment of India to that effect, which order may be shown to the Persian Government, 
cither here or Tehran, or in Seistan. It would have the effect of convincing them 
that we were against this importation of corpses, and afford them an answer to Tussia’s 
constant indictments against us, 


Tnelosure § in No. 191. 


‘The Governor-General of Khorasan to the Governor of Seistan, 


nslation, 
‘After pen) duly 17, 1901, 

ACCORDING to relishle information received from India, thie infectious 
disease (plague) fas not yotdisappented from that part ofthe world, and owing to 
the passage of travellers and the transportation of dead bodies which are brought 
from India to Seistan for transportation to Meshed, it is provable that cortain diseases 
may spread from that country. Stringent orders liave been received from the Persian 
Government to the effect that the transportation of dead bodies to Meshed from the 
direction of Scistan should be completely stopped. : 

Tt is hereby strietly ontered that should. any dead’ bodies be brought to Seistan 
vil Quetta from the dircction of India, or should people want to bring them to Meshed, 
they should be stopped and not allowed to be brought on, 

‘The bodies should either be interred there’ or deposited tempor You 
should, of course, do your best in stopping the transportation of deail bodics, 
You will, no doubt, act as you have been directed and consider it binding on 
you. 


Inclosure 9 in No, 191, 
m Diary No. 14 of Major Benn, from July 11 to 20, 1901, 


BOTH the Amir and the quarantine doctor have bec asked by the Governor 
of Meshed to explain why an fembaimed corpse belonging toa caravan from Ind 
had been allowed to leave Seistan for Meshed. ‘The Amir sent me a messgo to. say 
that from information he had received, Mr. Miller had reported to ‘Tehran or Mesheil 
that the Nawab of Patnua’s caravan, which recently passed through here, had. lost 
“forty men from plague in Seistan.” In onler that his reply might tally with any 
report I might send on the subject, the Amir asked me to let him know the facts of 
the case. I replied that to my knowledge only two deaths had occurred in the 
Nawab’s caravan jn Seistan : one, that of the Nawab's mother, aged 9%, from jaundio 
and the other of a woman from an accidental fall from a camel at Labei-Daring, 
place 30 miles distant from ere. ‘The former was reported in my Diary No. 11 under 

ragriph 11 of “Miscellaneous News.” Hospital Assistant Abbas Ali attended the 
Nawab’s mother some days before hor death, and furnished me with a cortificate of 
the cause of death. ‘The whole caravan was modically examined before leaving 
Seistan by Hospital Assistant Abbas I do not know what reply the quarantine 
doctor has sent to the Governor of Meshied. 


[1693] 
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Inclosure 10 in No. 191. 
Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge. 


Simla, August 19, 1901. 
WITH reference to Colonel Chenevix-Trench’s despatch to your address of the 
oth July Inst, I am directed to forward, for your information, a copy of a letter 
from Colonel O. E. Yate, C.S.L., ©.M,G., Agent to the Governor-General in Balu- 
chistan, regarding the status and antecedents of Saiyad Muhammad, the Agent 
Aeputed by the Persian Government for che purpose of establishing posts of observation 
in Seistan, 


Indorsed by Foreign Department. 
A copy of the foregoing letter is forwarded to the Agent to the Governor- 


neril of India and His Britannie Majesty's Consul-General for Khorasan and 
Scistan, with reference to his letter dated the 20th July last. 


Inclosure 11 in No. 191, 


Extract from the Meshed Confidential Diary No. 81 for the week ending August 2, 1901. 


NO further developments have taken place reganting the imposition of quarantine 
at Turbat-i-tfaidari on the pilgrims coming from India, The presonee of Captain 
Duke has hai quieting effect. Me reports that every day the Russian doctor 
becomes more convinced not only of the absurdity of enforcing “quarantine $00 miles 
away from Quetta, a plice in itself free from plague, but of the serious breach of 
the Veaieo Convention there wil bo should the pilgrims bo detained, 

1 


Rolore Captain Duke arived nt ‘furbatifaidart rovers eoning from Tndig 
worn detained for ten days. Objections could well be raised to this action on the’ part 
of the Russian: 

‘Along the whole route from Meshed to Seistan the Russians have placed quarantine 
posts. Those posts are paid for by the Persinn Government, but are under the orders 
of Russian doctors and Russian Cossack officers. Russia, knowing that quarantiny 
under the Venice Conven 1of be imposed in Porsin against India, term these 
posts as posts of observat ‘When a British officer is not, present these posts 
of obsorvation become posts of detention ; pilgrims and travellers are submitted to 
the greatest inconvenience. he posts ntrigue, intimidation, and to obstruct 
froo passage by the route from India, Persia is not anxious to have these posts of 
observation, but as they are directed entirely against English trade and influence, she 
Jooks to England to onter their removal, 

Owing to uo orders having been received trom ‘Telran as to what action should 
be taken with regent to quarantine or detention on the a -Haidari 
of the Patna Nawabs and their large following, i y to my e 
Governor here, aud as the Nawabs have themselves heen delayed on the rad, matters 
are in statu quo. 


Tnolosure 12 in No. 191. 


Liewtenant-Colonel Chenevir-Trench to Governnient of India, 


Meshed, August 26, 1901. 


IN continuation of my telegram of the 7th August last, T have the honour 
{o report that all the Nawab’s party passed the quarantine without detention. The 
question as to the corpse remains. A Report in full on brenches of the Venice 
Convention will he forwarded in due course, This telegram was repeated to 


fe Foreign Seeretary, Simla, and addressed to His Britannic Majesty's Minister, 
‘ehvan. 
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No. 192. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 10, 1901. 

T HAVE laid before the Marquess of Lansdowne your letter of the 4th instant 
relative to the projected delimitation of the frontier between the Vilayet of Yemen 
and the tribes in the neighbourhood of Aden. 

T am directed by Lord Lansdowne to inform you that he has consulted 
Majesty's Ambasador af Constantinople, who is now on leavo of absones in this 
‘country, in regard to the instructions which the Secretary of State for India proposes 
should be sent to the British Commissioners for the Delimitation, and that his 
Lordship concurs in those instructions. 

‘With reference to the proposal that any point on which the Commissioners fail 
to agreo should be reserved and referred by them to their respective Governments, 
Lord Lansdowne would suggest that in order to avoid difficulties with tho Turkish 
Government, the British Commissioners should be instructed to endeavour to limit as 
much as possible the number of points to be so reserved. 

Tam, &o. 
(Signed) *T, H, SANDERSON. 





No, 193, 
Indlia Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 11.) 


THE UnderSecrotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from. the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 21st November, respecting the affairs 
of South-West Arabia, 


India Office, December 10, 1901. 


————— 
Inclosure 1 in No. 193. 


Government of Bombay to Government of India. 

(Confidential,) 
Sir, Bombay Castle, November 2 1001, 

WITH reference to your letter, dated the Sth July last, on the subject of Turkish, 
interference in the Haushabi and Dthali districts, I am directed to forward, for the 
consideration of the Government of India, copies of further documents. ‘ 

2, The reports from the Political Resident, Aden, deal with two distinct subjects: 
(1) the definition of the boundaries of Dthali, otherwise known as the Amiri country, the 
Chief of which is already wader British protection; and (2) the conclusion of Protectorate 
‘Treaties with the Upper Aulaki, the Upper Yall, and the Chiefs of Bedar and Behan. 
‘As regards the Amiri country, the Political Resident, in his Report, dated the 12th 
‘October, recommends that an officer should be deputed to inquire into the state of affairs 
and to restrain the Amir from aggression on ‘Turkish temtory if it should be found 
necessary to do so, This proposal has since been sanctioned, and from the Political 
Resident's telegram, dated the 26th October, it will appear that Major Davies was to start 
for Dthali on the 30th October, ¢ 

3. As regards the conclusion of fresh Protectorate Treaties, the Political Resident 
recommends that he should be authorized to conclude Agreements at once with the two 
Chiefs of Beda, Alawicbin-Husen, and Ali-bin-Ahmed, and with Atik-bin-Ahmed, Sharif 
of Behan-il-Kasab (Lower Behan); and that no time should be lost in making an 
Agreement with Sultan Saleh-bin-Abdullah, of the Upper Aulaki. ‘These agreements 
‘rould be in the usual form and a stipend of 100 rupees per mensem is proposed for each 
Of these Chiefs, Iam to say that the Governor in Council concurs in these proposals, 
‘and recommends that the Political Resident should be empowered to enterinto negotiations 
with the Chiefs and to conclude formal agreements, 

4. When the Political Resident's first Report was written it was thought that the: 








Chiefs of the remaining tribe, the Upper Yaffai, had already become stipendiaries of the 
orks; but in his subsequent letter, dated the 19th October, the Political Resident 
Teports that the Chiefs of the Upper Yaffai now declare thet they receive no stipends from 
the Turks and manifest a desire to come formally under British protection. As the Yaffai 
are specified in the Marquess of Lansdowne’s despatch, dated the 15th July last, a copy 
of which was forwarded to this Government under Mr. Wood's endorsement, dated the 
2lst August: last, as one of the nine tribes over whom the Sultan's claim of sovereignty 
cannot be recognized and with whom no interference will be permitted, the Governor in 
Council considers that the Political Resident should be authorized to entertain favourably 
any proposals which may be made by the Upper Yalfai Chiefs with a view to entering into 
closer relations with the British Government. 

5. 1 am also to advert to his Excellency the Vieeroy’s telegram, dated the 2nd 
October, arldressed to His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, a copy of which has 
been forwarded to this Government; und to observe that it will be necessary to add Beda 
and Behon to the Upper Yaflai, Upper Aulaki, and Wahidi tribes whose uorthern limit is 

that telegram suggested as the boundary to be defined by agreement. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ” J. L, JENKINS, 
Acting Secretary to Government. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 193. 


Brigudier-Geneval Maitlard to Government of Bombay. 


(Confidential,) Aden, October 12, 1901, 


THAVE the honour to acknowledge your indorsement, dated the 19th July last, 
forwarding u copy of a letter from the Gov: rt 

‘on the subject of ‘Turkish interfe 
olsowhiere, 


2. In this letter it is observed that, before making any representation to His 
Majesty's Goversiment, the Goverment of India would wish to be informed what reply, i 


wernment of India in the Foreign Department 
in the territory of the Amir of Dthali and 


any, his been received from the Governor-General of Yemen to the commun 
addressed to hit from this Residency in May last, and also observing that it 

that more definite information should be furnished us to the objects and result of the 
overtures alleged to have been made by te ‘Turks to the Chiefs of Beda and Behan and to 
the Upper Aulaki and Upper Yatlai tribes, and as to the degree to which the success of 
‘Auch intrigues might effect the communications with Aden and the development of trade, 
The Governinent of India who ask why the Upper Yaflai and Upper Aulaki tribes were 
ot included among those with whom Protectorate ‘Treaties were made in 1890 and 
1895.5 and whether it might tiot now be advantageous to enter into exclusive engagements 
With these tribes, and. possibly with other Chiefs, such us the Amirs of Beda and Behan, 
Jur reuested to report on these points for the information of the Government of 
In 


8. In reply, I have now the honour to forward @ note on the countey of the Amir of 
Dill, the Yala country, Beda and. Belin, andthe terstory Of the Aula tibons ot 
hope that this note, together with the accompanying maps, will make the ‘geographical 
position and the general character of these countries sificiently clear for present 
purposes. 

4, With regard to the Amir of Dthali and his country, 
expected reply trom the Governor-General of Yemen, as stated in my telegram of the 

hh September. A copy is inclosed. He merely says that he has referred the whole 
matter to the Porte. ‘The Government of India and His Majesty’s Government are 
aware of the accusations und counter-a¢cusitions of encroachment that have been brought 
forward on either side, and 1 have suggested that an officer should be sent to inquire into 
Uh state of afs, on the spot. No zeply has yet been, received to this proposal ; T 
mony Say that in my opinion it is desirable that the inquiry should not be longer 

5, [have lately discovered that the Amir of Dthali has been waiting at Lahej with 
the'idew of coming in to-sce me, I have declined to see him at present, and desired him 
to return to his country, pending the investigation that I hope will soon take place, 
Ale Continues to seud in reports of threatening movements on the part of the ‘Turks. 

6, With regant to the Upper Yatlai aud Upper Aulaki, the: reason whi 


we have received the long- 


they were 
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not included in the Protective Treaties concluded with the tribes in 1890 and 1895 is 
probably because we have not hitherto entered into close relations with any tribes except 
those who border on the sea, or who are in such near proximity to Aden that their 
ssing out of our control would endanger the wood and grass supply of the Settlement. 
1k there has also been a certain disinclination on the part of Government, as well as 
of some Residents, to extend our relations with the tribes any further than appeared to be 
absolutely necessary. This has probably been due to a great extent to the very small 
amount of knowledze of the interior of Southern Arabia then available,’ It was very 
possibly thoughit that any extension of our sphere of influence might involve still greater 
extensions, and if not inconvenient responsibilities, at Teast an increased outlay on stipends 
and presents. Now, however, we are fairly well assured thot the territory of the tribes 
lying along or near the coast, to the east of Aden, is bounded on the inland side by the 
Great Desert, which thus forms the natural limit of our Protectorate in that directio 
and it certainly seems desirable that the eouatey of these tribes, forming as it does a strip 
of varying width between the sea and the desert, should be secured as completely as 
possible against Turkish interference. I think, therefore, that there can be no doubt th: 
protective Treaties should be concluded with the Chief of Beda and with the Upper 
Auillaki Chiefs as soon as favourable opportunities occur. The Upper Yullii have slipped 
through our fingers, iu so fur that their Sultans are already stipendiaries of the Turks, 
‘This is unfortunate, and it may be regarded as a warning not to neglect any long the 
remaining tribes whose alliance has not yet been secured. 

7. With regard to the overtures which have been made by the Turks to the Chief of 
Beda and the Upper Aulakis, I forward a copy of the letter from the Sultan of Lahej 
stating that persons had been appointed to try and win over these tribes, as also. the 
‘Wahidi, and that flags had been given to the Chief of Behan and also to some Sheileh or 
Sheikhs of the Aulokis. ‘This is true in so far that the Sharifs of Behan and the Sultan 
of Beda have been approsched by the Turks, but they appear to have declined all the 
overtnres. tn hom. ‘The Sultan of Beda (on which Behan is partly dependent) 
visited General O’Moore Creagh in March 1900, and asked to be taken imder Bi 
protection, alleging his fear that the Turks would put pressure on him to acknowledge the 

ignty of thie Poste. No notes of the conversation have been kept, but General 
Creagh apparently said nothing definite, nor is there any record of his having reported the 
matter to Government. ‘The Chief was, however, treated with consideration, and given a 
present of 500 rupees on leaving, 

8. In Septeinber 1900 a report reached the Residency, through the Sultan of Labej, 
that the Turks w x movements: in the district of Rada (which is north of the 
Yalfai country and west or south-west of Behun), indicating, at least to the minds of the 
people of Behan, that they meditated a descent on that country, ‘The Behanis had 
apparently resolved to fight, but the advice of the Sultan was asked for. | Unfortunately, 
General Creagh had then’ Ielt, aud Major Abud wes also absent, ‘The matter was 
misunderstood at Aden, and the Abdali Sultan was merely advised not to concern himself 
with affairs outside of our Protectorate. tn November 1900 the Chief of Bedi again 
came to Aden for the purpose, as he said in the letter announcing his arrival at Sheikh 
Othman, of concluding a Treaty, We have no record of what took place, but, of course, 
no Treaty could be entered the orders of Government had not been obtained, 
Last March the principal Sharif of Behan, Atik-bin-Amed Baka-cl-Bakri, who seems to 
possess considerable influence, visited Aden and saw Major Abud. He said that the 
‘Turks had made advauices to him and sent him a medal, but that he had returned it, 

9, We have lately heard thatthe Turks have again sent a messenzer to Atik-bin- 
Abmed-al-Bakri, this time with an invitation to visit Sana. A mule for him to ride 
and 200 dollars for expenses accompanied the letter. He has declined to accept the 
invitation, 

10, ‘The name of the Beda Chief is Alawi-bin-Husen-am-Rusus. He has @ cousin, 
Al-bin-Ahwed, who is understood to have been living till lately in Upper Behan, of which 
he was Governor. Since Alawi visited Aden last year, his mind appears to have becom 
unhinged ; and though he is still nominally a Sultan of Beda, Ali-bin-Abmed has been 
made virtual Chief by the Sheikhs and people, Alawi-bin-Husen has now arrived in 
Aden, as reported in my telegram of the 9th instant, with a small following, including 
fone of his principal Sheikhs ; also Sharif Nasit-bin-Husen and two other Sharifs of Lower 
Behan. He has submitted a letter (x copy of which is attached) stating that he bas been 
sent by his cousins (Ali-biu-Ahmed and his brother) and tribesmen to ask for a ‘Treaty, 
and treatment similar to that of the Arab Chiefs now under British protection, that is to 
say, the grant of a stipend, presents, and an occasional gift of aymunition. As Ali-bin- 
Ahined js the actual Administrator of the State, I have thought it better to seud for him, 

(2693) 3B 
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as stated in my telegram, and if T find that he is also desirous of a Protectorate ‘Treaty, 1 
should propose to conelude one at once on the usual terms. 

11. Sharif Nasir-bin-Husen has brought letters from Atik-bin-Ahmed, the principal 
Sharif of (Lower) Behan. ‘They are written in such high flown Arabic that their purport 
is rather difficult to make out, but he has also presented a letter from himself stating that 
it is the wish of the people and the Shari(s of Behan-al-Kasab (Lower Behan) to be taken 
under British protection, and asking that reply be made to Atik-bin-Ahmed. A copy 
of this letter is forwarded herewith. 

12, Fhave received the whole party in a formal interview. Sultan Alawi isa fine= 
Jooking man, and shows no trage of mental disorder in manner of conversation, ‘They all 
forcibly represented their position, living in continual fear that the ‘Nurks will endeavour 
to annex their country by force. They are, as I understand, determined to resist, 
ut carnestly begged to be taken under protection, and allowed to display the British 
fing. 

© expressed my sympathy in general terms, and said J should lose no time in obtaining 
the orders of Government on their Petitions 

13, In view of the actual inconvenience which would result if the Turks suececded in 

nif position so threatening to the tribes under our influence as they would gain 
by the posscasion of Behan and Beda, and of the effect which such an inroad woold have 
the tribes throughout the Protectorate, I trust Government 
vey to me the necessary authority to conclude a Protectorate 
Chiefs of Beda, and to make an Agreement of a similar nature with Ati 
Behan-al-Kasab. 
14, Astothe Upper Aulaki tribes, Sultan Saloh-bin-Abdulla appears fo be a powerful 
of, who has considerable influence among the desert Sheikhis as well as in his oven some- 
{led country. part of the Wadi Behan appears to be tributary to 
somexoason to believe that his power extends still further west, along part of 
the northern limit of the Upper Yaflii. I think we should lose no more time than can be 
helped in, securing this Chief by a Protective ‘Treaty and as uitable stipend. His close 
ally, the Upper Aulaki Sheikh of Yeshbum, should also, 1 think, be taken under protection, 
‘and’ be granted an allowance, I should be glad to receive the permission of Government 
to conclude these Treaties, if the Chiefs in question will accept them, as soon as a 
favourable opportunity aces 
allowance I would propose to grant: to each of these Chiefs, anc to the Chiefs 
of Beda, if Treaties are concluded with them, is 100 rupees per mensem. ‘The allotment 
to thiy Residency for Darbar presents will also have to be increased, but the amount 
yoquired on this aecount ean be settled hereafter, 


Tnclosure 8 in No. 193. 


Note on the Country of the Amir of Dthali, the Yuffui Country, Beda and Behan, anc the 
‘Territory of the Aulaki Tribes. 


THB country of the Amir of Dthali fies nearly due north of Aden, from which itis 
divided by the sandy plain of Lhe} and the HL country; also by the small tract 
Velonging to the Abiwi tribe, Here the wreat highland of Yemen thrusts out a sort of 
promontory, with a wellemarked searp, which abuts almost directly on the low-lying 
country, aud the Amir's territory is partly on this plateau and partly among the hills to 
the east and south, A number of smaii tribes in these hills are, however, only nominally 
subject to him at the present time, ¢ 

‘The plateau iy {iirly well watered and cultivated. Its average elevation is about 
5,000 fect, and the monsoon winds, that blow over Aden aud the low counter 
without discharging their moisture, give copious showers Co the plateau and the bills 
adjicent, ‘The climate is therefore comparatively cool, and certainly far superior to that. 
of the coast, 

‘The uncient caravan rond from Aden to Sana traverses the plateau, the aseent to which 
is roughly paved. It is called the Nakil-cl-Baishi, The distance from Aden to the top of 
‘the pass is 53 miles. 

‘To the north and west of the Amir’s little State the country is under ‘Turkish 
administration, and it may be remembered that in 1873 the ‘Turks actually took 
possession of Dthali, and the then Amir was for some time a prisoner. He was released 
‘on strong diplomatic representations being made to the Porte; but it was not till 1878 
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Five years thus elapsed before the Amir actually: 
and even then he found his territory curtailed and his 


is account of the tribes in the vicinity of Aden, written in 1886, 
is acco er by the Amir of Dihall commences, on, the south 
‘On tho west it is bounded by Jabal 
he villages of Surafi and. 
‘As Shairi. 
jn the hand 


has been dotter 
material change has since taken ph 
to ast of Jabal Juha and that teurves about, div 
ir and T in what would seem to be 
teitine Ad iat wa the line goes far to the southwards, almost to the low-lying 
18.1 fhe northern boundary of the Haushabis. On the 
the Amis side of the line, and it is belioved that 


Jabal Juhat appears to represent the permanent. 

Tt is too late now to think of restoring to 

s taken from. his pr if line would seem 
even for the ‘Turks. 


lage 
te Jecting to be under Ti 
ra However this may be, the ¢ 
fricti cl ; ‘on either side, until a reasonable 
Toarndary is agreed to. by bol ‘sh Governments and actually laid 
ie i ir silage Hiavir, But to 
cast, the territory of the Amir includes the villages on Jabal Hari 
the ng theze there is a triangle of country wedged into the plateau which Delonge to 
the Bhai tibe, They ate marked by Wabab as tein independent, butit is possible they 
ve \bsorbed by the ‘Turks. 
ay 10M re Hariri the valley of the Bana River, which would fete appear to be 
deep glen running up into the highland, ft is bounded on the further side by hil with 
seer Ei aummits. ‘Tho line of scarps, which is evidently che wall of the great Verte 
rate, trends away to the south-east and runs in that direction for some a0 mile Ate 
Het as a zeneral casterly dreetion and apparently joins the Jabal Aodeli (or the Kaur- 
|Audeli, as Mr. Bury calls it). 
aarer its, tales me ‘s notable geographical feature, are the southern boundary 
of the Upper Yafia, and. tho line which divides them from the Lower Yall ft sould 
oe ane hat the Aodeli range, or rather its easterly continuation, similarly divides the Hpper 


‘Aulaki from the Loner Aulaki, However, hetween the Une ¢ Yafiai and the Upper 


‘vl are the tritories of Bd and Behan, which seem. t0, ave, een unnoticed until 
i \ although Beda is an independent and ancient Chiefship, 
Ey ey Lane Upper, Yatfar country, but Mr. ‘Tate, of the Survey 
Departincat, wh Tooked over some part of it when surveying the Lower Yaffl countly it 
Toda. O4, said the plateau seemed to be bare and barren. It may, however, bo grassy it 
farts, a the Upper Aulaki country i for tho rainfall must be fairly considerate ant 
Miere'are valleys which are certainly fertile, ‘The country is Kuown to product grin Tt 
considerable quantities, cotton and also coffee, but apparently not mith the Ist 
Tae a tfude with the Hadramut districts and with Saba, bat, what colfes there is probably 
find ite nay to Aden, ‘The average breadth ofthe Upper ‘aft entry probably a 
rare than 60 miles from west to east. We do not kuow how far it extends to iis noi 
aoe ee al the privepal Sultan and Chiet of che whole Upper Yala tribe is at 
Mabtjaba, which is unrstood to be in the western or southwestern corner, nok Very ie 
a eaeaght fine from Ad Dthili and Kataba, ‘The clevation of ‘the country slong 
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50 miles, and it may be about 100 miles in length from south-east to north-west. It 
appears to be bounded by the great desert all along the north, Mr. Bury marks 
4 number of elevations on his map. ‘The Upper Yaffai country to the north of the 
‘Aodeli range and its easterly continuation is, as one might expect, much higher than that 
to the south of the range, which is occupied by the Lower Yalfai. The Aodel 
ses to at least 8,000 fret, Mr. Bury, in going from Shukra direct to Nisab, crossed 

pass about 7,500 feet high, but the pass leading to the Yeshbum valley is less. than 
5,000 feet. ‘The country sinks gradually to the north till it meets the sand desert, ‘The 

age levation of the cultivated valleys is about 3,500 feet and that of the desert 
something under 9,000 fect, ‘The Lower Yaffai country has less elevation than might 
have been looked for, the average height, excluding the strip on the coast, being only 
about 1,000 feet. 

Mr, Bu i about the climate of the Aulaki country, but the 
maximutn temperatures at Es Satna on the road to Niseb in January and February 1899 
were 61° (0 70° Fabrenheit, and the minimum temperatures 33° to 36° There is no 
coffee or cotton in the Upper Aulaki country, and no great abundance of grain. ‘There is 
44 good deal of grass in some places, and there ought to be large numbers of sheep and 
camels. Hunter's account of the tribes says: “The Upper Aulaki also possess a fine 
breed of horses, the only tribe in these parts that has any,” but Bury tells us nothing on 
this subject, Nisab lias a population of about 4,000 souls, the majority of whom are 
traders, The Sultan appears to keep a certain amount of onder in his country by the 
simple process of raiding those who conspicuously disturb the public peace. A’ con- 
nection is maintained with the original home of the Upper Aulaki Chiefs in. Jauf, and 
Bury says the Jauf Sultans are not unirequently entertained at Nisab, ‘The Wadi 
Yoshbum is wide and very fertile, It contains several small towns besides Yeshbum itself, 
and there appears to be good deal of trade, 

We have no ‘Treaty or Agreement with the Upper Aulaki Chiefs, but. they reveive 
presents yearly. When Sultan Saleh-bin-Abdulla was about to attack the Lower Aulakis 
lately he sent in and asked for arms and ammunition, His Envoy brought four camels to 
‘carry off the lutter! Of course the request was politely refused, 

‘The Lower Aulaki country is bounded on the north by the Aodeli range and the 

Tt is not so hilly and broken as the Lower Yaffai 

ld seem to be a rather low uneven plateau gently sloping towards the 

const range Which is its southern escarpment, Hunter estimates ‘the population of the 

country at 15,000 souls. According to Hunter they have two main 

divisions, the Ba Kazim and the Lakmush, who axe unconnected by blood. Bury calls 

the Lower Aulaki a confederation, and puts their fighting strength at 4,800, He’ seems 

to consider them all Ba Kazim, ‘The chief place is Ahwar, near the sea, the port of which 
is Huta, ‘The Lower Aulaki are at enmity with the Bi 

Sultan of Laie). We have « Protectorate ‘Treaty with the 

‘There only remains the district of Aodeli. ‘This consists of the Aodeli: mountains, 
oF at Iuist the western part of the range, and the hilly broken country immediately to the 
north aud south, Mr, ‘Theodore Bent's party, when camped on the plain of Mishal (about 
{40 wiles fnland from Shukra), had from « neighbouring hill “a most. remarkable view of 
the Aodeli mountains, about 20 miles away, towering up to a geeat height, far higher than 

the Yallai range which Mr. Tate gives as 7,000 feet, ‘These are probably 10,000 feet. 

‘This range must run for 80 oF 40 miles from east to west with few breaks and no. peaks.” 
‘The sunge with its spurs and plateau to north and south constitutes the Aodeli district, an 
elevated and rugged country inhabited by predatory tribes called by Bury ‘the Aodeli 
Confederation,"” ‘heir nominal Sultan is Kasim-bin-Hamed-al-Gabar, who lives at Lodar, 

to the Am Rusas, Chief of Beda, but the" Akil,” or leader of 
He can muster about 3,000. men. 

More than half the Aodelis belong to the Ah Deman division, who are the most predatory 
of the whole, Bury says they Uear an infimous character, and. their chief place, Deman, 
is considered in the country to be little Letter than a den of thieves, ‘The direct road to 
Nisuls from the coast lies through the Aodeli country. 

There is a sivall district called Azan to the north-west of the Aodelis. It is 
inhabited by the Ah Bunyar, who originally held Nisab. Es Sama, on the road to Nisab, 

to be the chief place. It is a large village with « population of 3,000, ‘The 

family is called Abden Nabi, ‘They are subject to Beda, but Mr. Bury says the 
present Sultan of Hs Sima ts high in favour with Sultan Sateh-bin-Abdullah at Nisab, so 
itis presumed the subjection to the Beda Chief, though acknowledged, is more nominal 
than real. Itis probable that the road to Beda branches from that to Nisab at Es Sama, 
and that place cannot be fur off 
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With regard to trade routes through the country above desoribed, the: great: trade 
route to Aden is by the sea, and such produce as the country has to spare is, generally 
taken down on camels to the nearest port and there shipped for Aden. But for several 
months of the year the south-west monsoon renders it impossible for vessels to take in 
cargo at the exposed anchorages on the South Arabian coast. ‘Traders then send and 
receive their goods by caravan. ‘There is an ancient, and still fairly well travelled, route 
from Shiban and the towns in the Wadi Hadramut, through Haban of the Wahidis to 
Yeshbum, and so through Lower Aulaki and Fadthli country to the Wadi Yeramis and 
the sea coast, along which tie route lies to British territory at Imad. This route is, 
however, not uufrequently uusafe, owing to the constant warfare between the Fadthlis and 
the Lower Yaifai, which makes the Wadi Yeramis impassable. Kafilas then take a more 
northern line, which, passing through Nisab, and possibly through Bedi, traverses. the 
Lower Yaifai country to the plain of Habil-al-Jabar, and so through the Kotaibi country 
to Jimil, which is on the main caravan road leading northward from Aden, through 
Dehala, to the capital of Yemer 


——EEE 
Inclosure 4 in No, 193. 
Brigadier-General Maitland to Government of Bombay. 


(felegraphie.) Aden, September 25, 1901. 
MY telegram of the 31st August. pn 
Nair Ditall reports Turks are preparing to build ower in territory at place where 
there hus been dispute before, and I trust His Majesty's Government will take steps to 
prevent any alteration in status quo pending proposed inquiry, which should not be much 
delayed. 
renee tar hom Governor of Yemen has been reesived; he says only that he has vferred 
question to Porte. 


———— 


Inclosure 5 in No, 193. 
Governor-General of Yemen to Brigadier-General Maitland, 


27th Rabi es 1319, eo rae 1317 
ion.) (august 13, 1901). 
Corie ines which you refer to in your letter of the 27th Tnmuz ( _), 1001, 
hhad been received, As the matters mentioned in those letters are delicate and in 
and rejuite to be solved and decided between the Porte and the British Govern 
immediately communicated the fhets to the Porte. No doubt the matters are being 
inquired into by both Governments. It is advisable that references should be made by 
Vober Honour (2) also. ‘To guide you in this matter and in explanation (to your letters}, 
we hasten to write this in repl 
May you be preserved. 


————— 
Inclosure 6 in No, 193. 
Sultan Ahmed Faith! to Brigadier-General Maitland, 


i March 20, 1901. 
(rr ioe you that we hear in these days that the Turks are actively, endeavouring 
and directing their whole policy in. bringing the Arab Chiefs to their side, and have 
appointed some men on their behalf to work secretly in the dirvetion of the Aulakis as 
weil as Abdul Wahid for this purpose. What we hear has resulted is that they have 
iven to some of the Aulaki tribes a dag; but we do not know the details of what has 
eon agreed between them, We infer tht, by their giving them a Turkish flag, if such is 
taau, they want to bring them under their protection. We have also heard that the Behan 
Chict wae given by the:n a similar fag, and, in consideration of the friendship, we think it 
desirable to acquaint you with the same so that you may be aware. 
May you be preserved, 
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Inclosure 7 in No. 193. 
ineHusen to Brigadie-General Maitland. 


(Hranslation.) i 

ho ANE inform you that we ad come onee before to Aden and met Gach eed 
the Assistant Major Abud at ‘Tawahi. We asked them for British protection. — 
Miler eae i is that we should go back, a: those days there 

vailing in Aden. ‘Uhat they would write to Europe, and, if the G ment compli 
with our wish, on receipt of their reply they eoultererie te eae hee “ais 
Oragee. They gave us some presents, honoured ané respected us g a haivaie 
desired, We then sent several letters to our Agent, and, in reply, he sa 

received any, We did not believe him, and came down again, We met General Pe 
and the Assistant Beale, and they have respected erthiey said to 
us that the reply from Europe w 

ve through our Agent, Abdull 

he said that no reply was received, At the time of writing this there 

kB the Turks for the purpose of mecting us and inviting us to come meet protection ; 
bats a we hav ly spoken to you, we declined to do so. As it seemed lik 
hostilities would e between thers and us, we summoned our cousi the other St 

and explained to them [the state of affairs]. ‘They then said to us that the I 
Government and we have become acquaint i we should enter into a Protector 
realy that we should also come und speak to you and obtain the same terms ax the 
atlas Arab Chiefs who are unter your protections that we should take oue of the Brit 
jovernment’s fags and conclude a Treaty ; that the allowances (present and. stipend) 
‘should be fixed just as that of the other Arab Chiefs who are under the British anes: 
ent The Briish Governient deserved tobe prs for the honour they give to the 

hits. Our tribes Ivo already heen noted by Khan Bi cher, Hi 
Knows all the custo. Tle pre UGE the Uaswar eur ttctvow sith Ceram caeaee 
andthe Assistant Major Abud. "Now coushis and tribesmen have sent us, we 
wait: «hg: a cir id, at We brought with us Sheikh Ahmed 
laval-Huruatkay ef -Kasab, and fifteen men, We have 


already explained everything to Khan Bahadur Muncherj, as be informs yous We will 

hs exeie you® from eoming into our territory, entering Beda and seiny out tribesmen 

and int Ww Sultans. ‘¢ lost our seal on the road, We will make a new seal, 

ask why we have not affixed out seal, : ee 
Salaam. 


Do not 


Inclosure § in No, 193, 


Sharif Nasir-bin-Mohsin-bin-Mubarak-bin-Daif Alla Al-Habali to Brigadier-General 
rivera Maitland. 
(ranslation,) [Undated.) 
roxcon anton you that we ame down with Sultan Abw-biu-Husenval-asts to your 
Brealey, We ce if there is any arrangement going to be made by you 
Ha asneet ta iat Ahmed Bnkar spoke to you about. We will put 
Belanal-Kvaab under your proteion. Balrat, Muvibain the people of Abu Tabi 
Ye the Shari nd all the other tribes of the interior of Behun-al-Kasab, the man who 
ill speak on our behalf is Sheikh Atik-bin-Alimed Bakar. His the Kadi of our count 
as well as us the Sharifs, We send you this letter to ask you what Sheikh Atik spoke to 
you and us. We want to come under your protection. We want a flag from you like the 
‘thier people, Tf you want us and all dur people to come, please write Sheikh Atik, He, 
ur people ind us tus Sani) wil speak to you come fo an agreinent with you). No 
ice e place between you and us, ‘The Turks want us i 
protean, tut wedi to doco a8 Sheikh Au has already meuhoy voyiaa ‘vit 
eople in Sana, Rada, and the other places. We refused them, having already spok 
to you. We desive you to relieve ui iat 
Veer! sand send & reply to Sheikh Atik. 


to-cone, 


fal Hats and Musabes, Lower Behan (Veban-al-Kasab) 
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Tnclosure 9 in No, 193. 
Brigadier-General Maitland to Government of Bombay. 


(Confidential.) Aden, October 19, 1901. 

IN cont ition of my letter, dated the 12th October last, I have the honour 
to forward a letter received from the Abdali Sultan regarding the position of the Upper 
‘Yaffais with respect to the Tarks. 

"Tn the course of two conversations I had with the Sultan last month when he came 
from Lahej to Sheikh Othman to make my acquaintance, [ asked him segarding the Upper 
Yaffai Sultans (with whom he is somewhat closely related) as to their relations with the 
Turks. He told me,as already reported, that the two Sultans, Kahtan-bin-Omar and 
Haidara-bin-Muhammad, each received 75 or 80 dollars aemonth, but that their Sheikhs 
and tribesmen bad no share in this arrangement, which they disliked. He added volun- 
tarly thot tho Sultans themselves would be willing at a hint from us to send back the 
‘Turkish finances, and ask to be taken under British protection, Tt was carefully explained 
to Sultan Ahmed Fadthl that the British and ‘Turkish Governments being on friendly 
terms the Resident could not make any advances to the Upper Yaffais, or in fact, have any 
political dealings with them, Moreover, T thought it pradent to warn the Sultan not to 
Vite to his Upper Yaffal relatives anything that would lead them to suppose we wish to 
bring them under British protection 

5, ‘Now he says that the principal Upper Yaffai Sheikbs have come down to Lah} 
‘at his invitation, and that these men say the Sultans receive no stipends from the Turks, 
fand never had anything from them except presents on the one occasion when they went to 
visit the Governor-General of Yemen. 

4, This seems to me a somewhat surprising story, and T am inlined to receive it with 
caution, Tt seems to me possible that the Upper Yaffai having heard that the Chicfs of 
Beda and Behan are seeking Britis: protection, are trying to pave the way to obtain the 
same advantage for themselves. 

5. So far as the interests of this Protectorate are concemed, I think it would be of 
great advantaze to include in it the Upper Yalfais; and with regard to the Sultans having 
Accepted stipends fiom the Turks, if such is actually the case, L would observe that the 
Ottaman Government has repeatedly been informed, the last occasion being only the other 
day in connection with the Addareja incident, that. no interference would be periniteed with 
the “nine tribes” in the neighbourhood of Aden who are under our influence. ‘These 
tribes include the Yaffai (also the Aulaki) without distinction of Upper and Lower, and it 
appears to be open to His Majesty’s Goverment to assert that in entering into telations 
with the Sultans of the Upper Yada, if these relations actually exist, the Turkish autho- 
fities in Yemen infringed the sphere of influence in Southern Arabia which the British 
Government has always insisted on reserving. 


Inclosure 10 in No. 193. 
Sultan Ahmed Fadtht to Brigadier-General Maitland, 


(Translation, 30th Joomad Akhir, 1819 (October 14, 1901). 
WE inform you that we have sent for the reliable Ciiefs of the Yaffai tribes who are 
‘most influential and who are able to elect whom they please and depose whom they like, 
‘They have come to us, They are Sheikh Ali Mohsin Askur, Sheikh Zaid-bin-Saleh 
Bubakar-al-Hurabi, Sheikh Abdulla-bin-Aliad-Duyabi, Sheikh Bubakar-bin-Ali Askur, 
Sheikh Abdul Rahtwan-bin-Salim, and Sheikh Ali Saleh-al-Hurabi, We have asked them 
‘about the stipend that Sultan Kabtan-bin-Omar and the late Sultan Mobamed-bin-Ali 
received from the Turks. ‘They in reply t6ld us that they were not aware of this, but that 
‘shen they heard that the above-mentioned Sultans received a stipend they inquired from 
them if this was true and that they denied having received anything from the Turks except 
fon one occasion during the time Ahmed Fadi was the Governor-General of Yemen, 
‘They heard that he was generous and that they received presents according to their ranks 
‘and returned. As the above-mentioned persons caine to us and asked us to permit them 
toenter Aden in order to send letters for their relatives who tive at Sher and Mokalla, we 
gave then a pass to enter with their arms. They will return to us. Ifyou like to, see 
them, please call them through our brother, Abdul Majid-bin-Fadthl, and he will {ake them 
71695) 
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you, as we ordered them to reside with him. ‘The: 
‘There is also with them one son of the Yaffai Sultan, viz., Sultan Husen-bin-Mur If 
you like to give them any present from your generous Government they will be thankful 
to receive it. Your customs are well known to all. ra 
May you be preserved. 


are accompanied 






























Inelosure 12. in No, 193. 











Brigadier-General Maitland to Governnient of Bombuy. 





(Te Tearapie) Aden, October 26, 1901. 
THE Ainir of Dthali reports that he planted a F i 

Native Assistant at Wara, apparently village about 1 mile we 
has been removed by foree by ‘Turkish soldiers, 
‘The Governor of Yemen telegeaphs that Dthi 
Alimadi, and that orders have been given to troops to protect rights by force, Place 
named seems stnall district or group of vill ith-west of Ad Dthali on this side 
of line drawn upon map forwarded with my letter of the 18th October. Wara. is 
perhaps most northern village of Abmadi, 1 ng Davies in accordance with 
your telegram of the 25th September. He without crossing what 
We understand to be the frontier, nud restia if necessary. He starts on the 


Spill October, {am informing the Goveruor of Yemwen. Repeated to the Secretary of 













eli, but it 
prisoned, 
vision Zorti 






































Inclosure 12 in No. 198, 


Government of Bonbay to Government of India. 
(Confidential) ; Bombay Castle, November 3, 1901. 

{AM directed, in continuation of my letter dated the 2nd November lest, 
to forward, for the cousiderition of the Government. of India, copy of a. letter, 
date) the 3th, Ostober, 1901, ow the Resident Aden, and of its sceompauiments 
announcing that a party ‘of Upper Yaflai Notables have come into Ader preferred a 
request for a Protectorate ‘Treaty, ip panseeeael's 





















Tam to say that, as already stated in the fourth 

‘ 0 1 as rend state fourth paragraph of my letter quoted 
above, the Governor in Connell is of opinion that the: Resident should be authorieed te 
enter into negotiations with the Upjer Yaffai Chiefs, and he is confirmed in that opi 





by the ficts now reported by the Resident, 






























Inclosure 13 in No. 193, 

















Brigadier-General Maitland (o Government of Bombay. 





Sei ciotia ) Aden, October 26, 1901, 
“IN y letter of last mail, T have the honour to state that the part 
of Upper Yaflai Notables, have come into Aden, aiid almost at ouce they preferred 2 
Fequest for a Protective ‘Treaty (provided its terms are agreeable to themselves). A 
free tole n of their letter is inclosed, 4 
2 Teisevident thatthe Sultan of Late) has done the very thing | requested hi 
: fl La dlone the very thing I requested him to be 
areful to abstain from doing, and has even gone beyond it, for he hs brought down thece 
express purpose of making a ‘Treaty. But, on the other hand, it 
appears that not only have the ‘Turks no influence in the Upper Yallai country, but L under. 
stand that the Shcikhs and tribesmen have for some time back ‘ultans who 
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© See peneslozy attache 








Sheikh Ali, have, it is understood, no authority at present, ‘They have apparently been 
produced to show that the ruling family, as well as the Sheikhs and people, are opposed 
to the Sultans Kahtan-bin-Omar and Haidara-bin-Muhammad, who are in receipt of 
allowances from Turks. In time they may become actual Sultans, but at present, a8 the 
eldest Sheikh said, “We are all equal, and each Sheikh is responsible for his own 
ie 
PrP 3. There are four sections of the Upper. Yaifsi, the Mosti, Dobai, Bousi, and 
‘The principal Sheikbs of the three first, have come in, and they say that the 
Muflaki are unrepresented only because their Sheikh had pressing business elsewhere, 
But I understand that he is at one with the others in desiring a Treaty, 

4, Lreceived the party on the 24th, and told them that I could not make any agree- 
rient whatever, but that 1 would lay their request before Government, who would do what 
they thought fit. ‘They havs been dismissed with small prescnts and will return to their 
hoines to await a rep 

5. I think we must accept the statement of the situation made by the Sheilehs a» 
correct, ‘They were questioned on the subject, and their answers seemed to be plain and 
straightforward. I was surprised that the Sultan of Lahej should not have been better 
acquainted with the actual state of affairs in the Upper Yalfai country, but it appears 
that his connection with the Sultans is slighter than we supposed. He has married a 
member of the family, but the lady is not a very near relation, and there does uot seem to 
be much intercourse. Indeed, 1 gather the Upper Yaflai live altogether rather out of the 
World, Although there are several hundreds of the tribe at Mokalla and Shebr, among 
whom relatives of the Sheikhs are included, they had not heard till they went into Aden 
of the split between Sultan Awadth and bis nephews. 

6. I would strongly recommend that a Treaty be concluded with the Upper Yaffai, 
If Government approve this, and if ‘Treaties are also concluded with the Chiefs of Beda 
and Behan and the Upper Aulakis, our Protectorate would, I think, be completely 
scoured against any serious encrouchment. Disputes as to boundaries there may be, 
tuntil.a Tine has been demarcated from the sea-coast to the Great Desert, but [ should not 
anticipate much trouble in the case of the Upper Yaflai country, as this tribe is strony. 
cuough to take care of itself, while the Turks would hardly venture to invade a protected 
tribe in force. ‘The ‘Treaty would be iv the usual terms, but, with regard to the 
stipends, there will be some difficulty, as the principal Sheikhs of the four sections will 
cach expect something. 1 think the amount of the stipends had better be left for 
discussion und settlement when the Treaty is being actually entered into. 
























































Inclosure 14 in No. 198. 


Yaffai Sheikks to Brigadier-CGeneral Maitland. 

(Translation,) 
(After compliment: 7th aie, 1319 (October 20, 1901), 

WE have received letters from Sultan Alined Fadthl, the Abdali, in which he asked 
us to come to bim, On our arrival at Lahe), he advised us to become allies of the 
(British) Government and to conclude « ‘Treaty with you. We have accordingly come for 
the purpose of an interview. If, after the meeting, we find that the terms of the Treaty 
you will make with us are satisfactory, we will go under the protection of the British 














are the Sheikhs of our territories. ur country is Jabal Yafa, and we are the 
Rulers of it. Muhammad-bin-Ali and Sateh-bin-Omar, who had gone to the ‘Turks at 
Sana and made an agreement with them, have no infuence or authority neither over us 
nor over our territory. ‘They were eovetous thieves. When the fact of their having their 
friendship with the Turks came to our knowledge, we deposed and banished them, 
and they became ordinary people. 

‘The Sultans Hoosein-bin-Mauassar and Hoosin-bin-Alawi have come with us, 
‘They are here on our behalf, ‘Their honour, position, and friendship should be with 
Government as ours is, As regards the Turks they addressed letters to us, asking us to 
go to them and make their friendship, but we sent them no reply, as we know 
thoy disgrace and pillage all who muke their friendship, As regards the British 
Government, we have not heard of any harm having been done to any of those who have 
eoeluded Treaties with them. ‘The Government may make inquiries as to the facts 
stated in all particulars. 

May you be preserved. 
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No. 194, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 11.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presenta his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lard George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 21st November, respecting a case of 
piracy on a British Indian vessel at the mouth of the Shat-cl-Arab, 


India Office, December 10, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 194, 


Lieutenant-Colonel Kembalt to Government of India. 
Bushire, November 4, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, 
copy of a letter which I have received from His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul_ at 
Mobammerah, reporting « ease of piracy on a British Indian sailing vessel, the “ Fath-ele 
Khair,” at the mouth of the Shat-cl-Arab, 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 104. 
Vice-Consut McDowall to Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


Mohammerah, October 25, 1901. 

L HAVE the honour to report that a piracy has been committed on a British Indian 
sailing craft at the mouth of the Shat-el-Arub, and to inclose a copy of the statement 
maile to me by the Nulhoda and pilot of the vessel, a copy of which has also been 
forwarded to His Majesty's Consul, Bussorab, for which port the vessel was bound. 

tof the vessel was in one of the boxes stolen by the pirates ; she is 
stated by the Naklioda to have been registered at Kurrachee and owned by Buchel Haji 
Nata, carpenter of that port. 

Thave seen Mucz-es-Saltaneh on the subject, and tie has examined the pilot anc 
taken down his evidence, The head of the patrol hud alss avvived to report the matter, 
and his Excellency og further inquiries 


Statement made before me ly Nakloda Toyyib-bin-Temail, of the tugla  Ratheel-Khair,” 
of Kurrackee, und Alisbin-Hassun, Khargiy Pilot of the same, 


the direction of and beyond Mara y ¥ 

patrols; we replied we did not want them at night, but they came alongside and got into 
‘our boat which was alongside, and then fired at us. We had no guns, and some of us 
jumped into the water and some got up the mast. 

‘One man, named Salch, a native of Las Bela, was killed, and another man wounded, 
“After they had left towards the Turkish side, we’ came back to vessel ; they then eame 
again to attack us; we got in our boat and went to Fao, and they left apparently towards 
tee Devsian cidec Ay Feo we Sofegned tie Turki cunchont ul wo wae noe nlowed to 
Jand, as there was quarantine, ‘The Turks reported it to Bussoral, 

We returned to the boat, which wus aground. We were unable to get her off, and 
were ae to Fao, being afraid to remain on board. When we met Sheikh Khazal's 

[1695, 3H 
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‘men under Sha’ban, they aecompanied us to the vessel and remained on board to guard 
us till we reached Fao, 
‘The following articles were robbed :— 
One iron box contains money and ship's papers, 200 rupees. 
‘One small box contains 100 rupees and some papers. 
‘One anchor with rope either stolen or thrown overboard. 
One boned for Haji Mansur for Sheikh Abdul Kader’s Sbrine. 
Some charcoal. 
Six oars for jolly-boat, 
(Signed) W, McDovan, 
His Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul, Mohammerah, 


Octoler 24, 1901. 





No. 195. 


India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Received December 11.) 
Sir, India Office, December 11, 1901. 
1 AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to forward, for the infor ion of 
the Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, two telegrams, dated the 7th December, from 
the Viceroy and from the Resident at Aden, together with a copy of a telegram which 
Lord George Hamilton has sent to the Viceroy, dated the 9th December, on the subject 
of the delimitation of the Aden Protectorate, 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) 4, GODLEY, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 195: 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 


({olezraphie,) December 7, 1901. 
MY telegram of 26th November : Aden delimitation, 
Resident reports British party will be assembled on 19th December, and should start 
a few days Inter, He is inquiring from Government of Yemen when Turkish party 


be ready, Do you approve of instructions to Wahab suggested in my telegram 
quoted 


Tnelosure 9 in No. 195, 


Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Polegraphic,) India Office, December 9, 1901. 
ADEN delimitation: Your telegram 7th December. 


My views are that the importance of securing an outer line, which ‘Turkey will 
respect, outweighs any advantages of attempting tribal division ; secondly, that we have 
‘appealed to Waliab fine in past controversies and even shown the map to Turkish 
Ambassador, and are pledged to follow it as far as it goes; thirdly, that if the Commis. 
siouers agree to an amendment of the line, we need not object, and we ourselves may 
ire from the line at points if desirable. | Otherwise I azres 10 your proposals, except 
tion of a final reference to respective Governments must be qualified by above 


propositions, As regards Upper Vaifai aud Upper Aulaki, T agree to the i 
if difficulties are raised as to the i i 
Protectorate from present discussion. 
views, and will telegraph on receipt, 


ation, but 
I would detach this portion of 
waiting Forcign Office concurrence in these 


199, 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 195. 
Brigadier-General Maitland to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) Aden, December 7, 1901. 
COLONEL WAHAB arrived, He desires to make following representations -— 
“Boundary shown in the ‘Aden tribes’ map of the country was not contemplated as 
basis of demarcation of frontier, but rather to illustrate state of affairs at time of survey. 
frontier districts was then hostile to British. Amir’s influence 
cobably represented themselves as Turkish subjects to prevent 
our visiting their country. On the Subaihi border, owing to hostility of tribes, survey 
operations could not be extended even to the acknowledged limits of the British 
Protectorate, Limits of my map of the country, therefore, should not be regarded as 
actual boundaries.” 





No. 196, 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 12. 


Sir, India Office, December 11, 1901. 

TAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit, for the information 
of the Sceretary of State for Foreign Aflairs, a copy of a telegram, dated the 80th 
November, received from the Governor-General of India, 

Lord Georgo Hamilton is not quite in ngreement with Lord Curzon in the view 
that the refusal of the Persian Government to accept a loan justifies. the declaration 
proposed by his Excellency. The interests of His Majesty's Government, which it is 
proposed to assert, on the ground that Persia, under the influence of Russia, has 
declined our offer, quite independently of that transaction, and were the 
consideration which induced us to offer the Toan, ‘Thoy remain unimpaired by the 
course of recent events. British interests in the Gulf and in Seistan aro inno degree 
diminished by the inability of Persia to take adyantago of owe offer, — In the opinion 
of the Secretary of State for India it would be well that this view of the matter should 
bo represonted to the Persian Government, that there may be mo room for the 
impression that our interests have lapsed or suffered from the lapse of recent, 
negotiations. my 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) ‘A, GODLEY, 


Tnclosure in No. 196. 


Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton, 

oret:) 

‘Telegraphic. November 30, 1901, 

PPRSIA: Hardinge’s tole; 

We do not undersiand situation or Russian attitude, If, however, proposals of 
Indian loan has fallen through, we think subservienes of Persian Governtent to 
Russia, and their refusal of our assistance, justify His Majesty's Government in 
making a declaration to Dersian Government as suggested by me on Ist October, not 
as condition of preferred loan, cide Foreign Office telegram 50 of th November, but 
as definite pronouncement of British policy in future. Otherwise entire proceoding 
will have proved abortive, and Russia will have triumphed to serious detriment of 
British interests, 
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No. 197. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 12.) 


IN continuation of this Office lotter of the 11th November, the Under-Secretary 
of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, amd, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the 
inform of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure ina letter from the Foreign 
Secretary, Simla, dated the Tih November, ing the proceedings of the Russian 
Vice-Consul for Seistan, 


India Office, December 12, 191. 


Tnelosure in No, 197. 
Agent to Governor=Genrral, Baluchistan, to Government of Tutia, 


(Telographie,) November 8, 1901. 

FOLLOWING from Benn: 

Begins: Confidential. 27th October. formation shows Miller is in 
Sarhad, and has been to Kwash discussing with local Chiefs our boundary and attitude 
with rexard to Mirjawa. He intends 5 places visited by Zaroudi 

from Sethi’ Tekehand Camels, loaded with boxes and camp 
furniture, loft Russian Consulate last wi Ladis. I have no news from Mirjawa 
itself, so presume he did not yo ti ill return that way. Miller has 
ho right interfere with Persian subjects, ev his own Consular province, 


only. Venture to th Kerman and Sarhad, 


especially when Perso-Baluch  fronticr mel, justified demand for his 
removal. J would again ask consile 


including Sarliud aud Robat in his tour, vide my diay No. 10 for 15th September, 


parugraph 1. News Amir Kabul’s de: ed ete from Kabul, 27th October. 
With exception of presence of mune all is quiet hero aud 
along border, Ends, 

Renddwessed to Foreign with Viveroy and repeated to Simla, 





No. 198. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persiu 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 12, 1901, 

1AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd instant, statin that the Directors of the Imperial Bank of Persia 
propose to accept an offer which has been made by the Persian Government for the 
purchase of the northern portion of the Bank's road eovession, consisting of the road 
from ‘Tehran to Kom, aud the two roads running deuce to Sultanabad and Isfahan 
respectively. 

Lord Lansdowie lias already taken an opportunity of personally explaining to 
the Chairman of the Imperial Bank the reasons for which His Majesty’s Minister at 
‘ebran considers that such a transaction would have an unfavourable elfect on British 
interests in Versi, and would for this reason react unfavourably on the position of the 
Tmperial Bunk, His Loviship is confident that due weight will be given to this 
consideration by the Dixectors before a final decision is arrived at in regard to a 
question of such importance. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) D. H. SANDERSON. 





No, 199. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received December 18.) 


(No. 83.) : 
(Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, December 13, 1901, 


T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram No. 59, dated 
aa ‘Teegeanie inatrutions to sell the Sultanabad Ispaan Road hae just been 
received by the Acting Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia from the Board of 
Directors in London. consider that. there are grave objections to this proposal, and 
have addressed a long despatch, by messenger, to your Lordship. Bearing in mind the 
promise made to your Lordship by the Chiairiman, itis surely possible that the decision 
can be put off until the despatch hns reached your hands, It is matter of urgeney 
that action should be taken immediately. 





No, 200, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


0. 60.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 15, 1901. 

MATE Chairman of the Imperial Bank has informed the Manager, by telegraph, 
that he is to take no action regarding the road until further orders, and that the 
Arrival of your despatch, reforrel to in’ your telegram No, 88 of the 13th Docomber, 
will be awaited. 





No. 201. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received December 10.) 


‘PLE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Aifairs, and, by dirvetion of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwanls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a despatch 
to the Government of Indin, dated the 18th instant, respecting the appointment of a 
Native Agent at Bampur. 


India Office, December 14, 1901. 


Inclosure in No. 201, 
Lord G, Hamilton to Government of India, 


‘ India Office, December 13, 1901. 

MTT TCA received ani eousl dared Ocul tha itor oh gone Tacallcnsys 

Government in the Foreign Department dated the 17th October last, reporting that, 

afer consultation with His Majesty’s Ministoral Tshray, your Government have decided 

int a Native Agent at Bampur in Persian Baluchistan, Bh ats 

Pe eel comespondence,* it will bo observed that His Majesty's 
Government approve the decision of your Bxcelloney’s Goveroment in the matiat 

have, &e. 
(Signed) ’ GEORGE HAMILTON. 





Nox, 199° and 162, 
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No, 202, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 11.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lonl George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the inforniation of the Secretary of State, inclosures in a letter 
from the Foreign Socrctary to the Government of India, dated the 7th November, 
respecting the affairs of Persian Baluchistan, 

A copy of a telegram, received by the Direetor-in-chief, Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department, is also inclosed. ‘i 

Indin Office, December 16, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 202, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kenbull to Government of Initia, 


Sir, tushire, October 14, 19 
ITAVH the honour fo forint, forthe taformation of the Govensment af 1 
sony ofa teller No, 146, date fhe 12th natant, whieh T vo addeese to Tit 

jajesty’s \ for at Tehran on the s\ of Mir Mahmud Khan's misconduct 
Majesty's Minister at Telitan on the subject of Mit Malu Khan's miseonduet and 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ’ G. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persion Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 202, 
Liewlenunt-Colonel Keniball to Sir A. Hardinge, 
o 


‘olegraphs, 
brother of 


Mir Abdi Khan, Chief of Dashtyari, had declared openly that he intend 
trouble and threatened to hams our traders and to injure the telegraph lino, as 


dl to give 


was ineensed at not r shiveo of the telegraph subsidy and also on aecount of 
ess nan CHArEde or ware ei ta Hishlinthanrponeea es a age 
Youur Uxcelleney was good enough in compliance with my request, to obte 

ic onlers fron the Porsian Minister for Foreign Affairs, addressed to. the 

‘of Bampus ¢ him to put pressure on Mir Mahmud Khaw and 

restrain in. from euinniting. nisehiek “The toe ining these orders was 
forwarded through the British ‘Telegraph Office at Charbar to Bampur andl its rece) 
was aeknow dg hy Stina Al lan Yaar bee ne ase ane 8 ssl 

2, On the ISth September L recived a report from the Director, Persian Gi 

‘telegraph, that Stir Malad Khan la, on the 16th ide Last eae repos 
in the vieinity of Chiarbar, and had enrried off some nd donkeys belonging to 
British-Indian traders and the telegraph line establishment. 1 informed ae 
Bxcolloney of these occurrences by my telegram, dated the 21st September, and kal 
1 to ngain move the Persian Goverriment to send orders to the Governor-General of 
Kerman to restrain Mir Malmud. T have now heard from the Director, Persian Gulf 
Helexraphs, that Mir Mkunnud Klan has written letters to lim and to the Chief Clerk 
at Charhar, saying that he liad been compelled by want to, resort to plunder, that he 
med a shart of the telegraph subsidy and the return of his rifles which had been 
seized. Ho promised, if his requosts were granted, to restors the property which he 
lind plunderei; otherwise hie tlireatoned to come to Charbar and earty olf the British. 
Indian traders and to destroy the telegraph line. In reply to the telegram from the 
Director, Persian Gulf 'Telegraphs, I informed him that | did not consider it necessary 
that he should send any reply to Mir Mahmud Khan, but that Tsay ny objection to 
the Chief Olerk acknowledging the receipt of the letter addressed to him, and at the 
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same time warning Mir Mahmud of the grave danger which he is incurring by 
continuing to give trouble for which he will undoubtedly be called to account. With 

nd to the rifles which had been seized this matter was no concern of ours, and 
that if Mir Mahmud had any petition to make with regard to these rifles he had better 
make it to his own Government, 

3, The circumstances connected with the Chiefship of the Dashtyari district and 
the respective positions of Mir Abdi Khon, who is now recognized as Chief and 
receives the telegraph subsidy, aud his brother, Mir Mahmud Khan, are set forth in 
the letters from the Direetor, Persian Gulf ‘Telegraphs, which formed inelosures to the 
despatch No. 117, dated the 1th November, 1899, to the address of Her Britannic 
Majosty’s Minister at ‘Tehran. ‘The question of Mir Mahmud’ elaim to a share in the 
subsidy cannot now be reconsidered, and his recent, miseonduet and threats of futuro 
Yiolence do not entitle him to any consideration, So far as the safety of Charbar is 
concerned, both the Director, Persian Gulf Telegraphs, and myself are of opinion that 
no fear need be entertained, but it is very probable that Mir Mahmud may do damage 
to the telegraph ine and eause other annoyance, It is of great importance there- 
fore that the Persian Government should take early steps to bring this man to 
account. 

“4, Lavail myself of this opportunity of again referring to the question of tho 
arrest of the two men Lulla-bin-Shahbeg and Shahgool-bin-Yar Mahomed who were 
implicated in the murder of the late Mr. Graves in which connection please see my 
telegram No. 55, dated the 20th June last, to your Excellency’s address. 1 do nob 
know if the Persian Government have sent orders ¢o Sirdar Said Khan to have theso 
men arrested, ‘Their continuance at large cannot but have a prejudicial effect: on our 
influence in Mekran. 

T have, ke, 
igned) A, KEMBALL, 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting Convul-General for Fars 
and Khursistan, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 202, 


The Director, Persian Gulf Telegraphs, to the Director-in-chief, Indo-European Telegraph 
Department. 
(elographie.) November 7, 1901. 
BILE local escort detained nt Charbar has heen allowed to proceod to Jask, Mir 
Abdi having come forward with guards for the protection of the Charbar village. He 
has, however, since absconded with his guards, presumably through fear of Said 
Khan, Chief of Geb, who it is reported is encouraging Mahmud Khan to continuo 
his depredations against property, while at th same timo refraining from any 
intereference with the telegraph wires, I propose to visit Charbar in the “Patrick 
Stewart” on my retum from Museat on or about the 25th instant, and, if possible, E 
‘Klan with a view to the recovery of Mahmud Khan’s loot of our 
‘hich is said to be in his possession, 





No, 208. 
Sir A. Haridinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Recewed December 7.) 


(No. 84.) 

(Telegraphic. P. ‘Tehran, December V7, 1901, 
EWS has reached me from a gond source that one of the Russian conditions to 
"loan is that the Persian Government should engago not to borrow from any: 

bank more than 200,000! at a time, ‘heir intention is obviously to preclude the 

possibility of our using. the Teper Bank to make an advance to Persia in the 
future. 
Tudian Government informed. 
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No, 204, 
India Office (o Foreign Office —(Received December 19.) 


IN continuation of this Office letter of the 12th instant, th 

; f his Offic stant, the Under-Secretary of 
Blato for Inti presents. his compliments to the Under Seeretary of Siate for Foreign 
Affairs, and, by ction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the 
information of ‘the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in a letter from 
Palen Caleutta, dated the 21st November, respecting the tour of Mr. 

sarhad, i 


India Ofer, December 18, 1901. 


Tuclosure in No, 204, 
Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan to Government of India. 


(Pelegraphic.) Q 

rt , uetta, November 12, 1901. 
i RENN telegraphs, Begins: 220, Confidential, 29th Orbos Cantor tes 
wis heard from Meshed Miller returns Meshed alter tour in Sarhad, then proceeds 


Assis 9s) Cova M, Tvanoff, Po Agent, Bokhara, probably succeeds Miller 





No, 205, 


India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received December 19.) 


THE Under 
ry of Si 


the Viceroy, dated the 17th instant, 
India Office, Decersber 15, 1901. 


Tuclosure in No. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


India Office, December 17, 1901. 


(Tetogaphie) 


ADEN delimitation. My telgram 9th instant. 


Forei but consider that, in orden void diffi i i 
nnmber of points reserved should be limited ee aoe eee wih Pes 





No, 206. 


Imperial Baik of Persia to Roveign Office.—(Received December 19.) 
Sir, 
. = : 25, Abehurch Lane, Lond ber 
ie EHHAYE the honowe to inform you that the apnea the ede 
Sin Antu Haetinge to the Forsign Oe, dated era 13th December, which you 
to the Manager of the Imperial Bank on that day, was laid befor 
meeting of the Board the followiug morning, and that it-w et ieee 
voting 0 ry determined to 
stops to conclude the sale of the Tchran-Ktim-Ispahan Roal i = 
ns 0 e - oad to the Re 
auent unl he Soereinry of State had reas ait GROEN UTR Grae 
fe Thithh Abies st Coban hos announeed the departure, At the same time, the 
Beant woul desive to record that in their telegram to the Acting Chict Manager in 
Alsregarl of doy engagement wily the Foreign Olices nn Unage Baste nor In 
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Tt was on the 2nd December that the terms of the proposed acrangement with the 
Persian Government were communicated to you, and on the 4th the Chairman had 
fan opportunity of explaining the cireumstances of the ease to Lord Lansdowne, who 
faskell that instructions to conclude the sale might be deferred for a few days until he 
should have again considered the subject. On the 12th instant the Board received 
your letter, which seemed final in its character, and to imply that the British Govern- 
Jrent was not prepared to take anyvaction. A telegram instructing the Acting Chief 
Manager to close the transaction was accordingly dispatchal. Your further intima 
tion that delay is desired until the receipt of a despatch, which you have sineo leard 
is on its way, lias at once been complied with. 

‘The Beard of the Imperial Bank would, however, desire to make it clear that 
thoy consider the time has come fo free'themsclves from u responsibility whieh they 
relvetantly assumed; which is alien to their banking business, and of which, they 

Jong desired and endeavoured to divest the ous in. all 
itimate ways to further British interests in Persia, but their frst duty is to their 
shareholders, who will naturally demand that they neglect no opportunity to recover 
some of the moncy which las’ been lost by compliance with the strong insisteneo of 
the British Minister at Tehran to take over the Road Concession. The history of this 
enterprise is given in some detail in our letter to the Foroign OMlee of the 28x 
November, 1903, fo which we would respectfully draw the attention of the Secretary 


‘Tho Directors would far rather place the road in the charge of the British 
Government, if any practicable method of effecting it could to found, than resell it to 
the Persian Government, whose intentions reganting it aro altogether unknowns but 
this would have to be so carried out as to allow the shareholders the advantages 
which we are now hoping to obtain for them. 

he Hoard would further venture to hope that when the expected despatch is 
received from Tehran they may be favoured with a copy t cnable. thom to fuirly 
weigh the arguments of Sir Arthur Hardinge, and to determine whether the defeneo 

tish interests in Persia, which he fears may Ye injured by the sale of the 
‘of the xoad, is within the limits of the power and duty of the 
shother it is of $0 onerous a nature that the Bond ean only leave 
it fo the effective sympathy and the active intervention of His Majesty's Govern. 
ment, 
L have, ke, 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIPEIN, Chairman 


SS 
Tnelosure in No. 206, 
Inperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office. 


Sir, Novenber 23, 1893 

I HAVE tho honour, on the part of the Directors of the Imperial Bank of 
Persia, to acknowledge the’ receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, and, in reply, to 
stato that it is unfortunately too true that the Bank is compelled to discontinue its 
art and carriage traffic on the Tchran—Kom road. 

9. ‘The reasons which haye led to this decision are the heavy expenditure anil 
liabilities incurred by the Bank on the Road Concession (now amounting to over 88,0001), 
the continied working ata loss of the transport service, and the utter want of confidence 
which we now have in any improvement of the trail without a further outlay which the 
Bank at present cannot ailord to risk. 

3. The history of this Road Concession becoming the property of the Bank is as 
follows -— 

Tmmediately after the establishment of the Imperial Bank of Persia in the end of 
1889, the importanice of securing this Concession was pressed upon the London Boord 
by General Schindler, then in charge of the Bank at "Tehran, pending the arrival of 
the Chief Manager, Mr. Rabiuo. As it appeared that the Concession could not be 
transferred or coiled by the concessionnaire (The Minister of Justice and Commerce, 
Yahin Khan, formerly Foreign Minister), the Board decided not to undertake the 
business. 

Nr, Rabino reached Tehran on the 29th December, and on the 31st he telegraphed 

‘uloption of the scheme, and informing us that the Concession might be 
3 
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hypotheeated. He stated that His Majesty’s Minister, Sir Henry Drummond Wolff, 
strongly recommended the undertaking as the fandamental basis of commerce, and the 
probable commencement of other important affairs, and that he himself considered 
regular transport service important for banking business. it was also stated that there 
were several competitors at 'Tehran—foreigners—for the Concession with liberal offers, 
and that if everything vas not arranged quickly the Concession would be withdrawn by 
the Shah, : 

Tn a further communication Mr. Rabino, in giving his reasons for considering the 

‘oncession to be of undoubted valuo, stated that the principal cause of his arriving at 
this conclusion wax the “high opinion entertained by Sir Henry Drummond Wolif of 
the enterprise, and his vehement desire to see the Bank inaugurate its operations 
project of unquestioned advantage to the economic progress of the Empire. 
matter yas reconsidered by the Board and it was decided to accept, 

L, General Schindler, formerly of the Indo-European Tele; Company, and later 
in the ser ‘of His Imperial Majesty the Shah, became the chief adviser of the Bank 
in local affairs on its first estublisimont, As he hiad personal knowledge of the route the 
road was to follow to the Karan, and along which Ne had recently superintended the 
Jaying of a telegraph line for the Persian Government, his opinion as to cost of construction 
was taken befire the Concession was acquired, ‘This afterwards turned out to be unfortue 
nate, inasmuch ay his estimate was found to be far too low. General Schindler had 
travelled over the existing Porsian road, and stated his “belief that the road would 
cost no more than 20), a-mile—of course, © Persian, not x European, road—in view of 

voi! order ” he considered that 100,001, “would cover all the 


required 
d the financial public attention, 
ight have been favourably directed to the Bank's Road and ‘Transport S 
‘and nothing coulil he done to further the scheme. Singe then there has been 
2» inyprovement whatever, and now the Bank saes no hope of obtaining the nceesary 
ands, 

Mr, Hoty, one of out Directors, went to Tehran at the boginning of this year 
and dil ns uinost to induce the Persian public there to support Hinited scheme for 
‘transport service on the section of the road open to Kom, He obtained promise 
whieh in, the end proved to he valicless, BN ae eee 

6, Tn the meanwhile, the Bunk liad established a transport service on a small seale 
on the: Kom seetion under the direet charge o! neral Schindler, who, after experiment 
with vebicles built and bought at Tehran, advised the adoption of the diligonce and 
ouurgan conveyances used by the Russian and local ‘Transport Companies in the 
Canensus, and Russian heavy deatt horses. ‘The vehicles wore obtained at ‘i 
the horses were purchased At Rostow and elsewhere in Southern Russia, 

Schindler has now arrived at the conclusion that. this very expensive experiment is a 

mplete failure, and that with the Russian vehicles and horses purchased on his 
recommendation, “no profits ean be made," He states now that “the traffic on the 
Kom seotion will be a profitable business if earried on with more suitable rolling-stock,” 


and urges further experiment (and outlay) with “two-wheeled spr 
Penne ne ml sicen ee ete NS SU SG SE 


7, Up 
stock, and establishmont—had cost 88,0001, and we felt that the experi 
2 i il es felt. the experience of the 
past gave little hope of success in the inimediate future, We aeeordingly decided that 
ithe transport service cout not poy its expenses, it vas to be discontinued, and that 
ie maiutenanee of the road was to be seeured through the tolls, and s n go to 
the eet of, the capital cot Se a 
8, Our decision has provoked strong remonstranee at ‘Tehran. Our Chief M 
; p strong ‘chran, Our Chief Manager 
there is opposed to anything, whieh looks like abandonment of the road enterp rea 
‘act, he says, which would have a most unfavourable efeet upon the Persian Government. 
He further says, “the proposal to suppress the “Traffic Department of the road enter 
prise will, f carried into elect at the present time, do great harm to the Bank.” It is 
probable that Mr, Rabino, in writing thus, is naturally influenced by General Schindler 


to this point, the undertaking—coneession, construction, surveys, rolling- 
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and local interests; but we think there may be danger from unreasonable feeling on the 
part of the Persian Government, which has always professed a. lively desire to make 
Muhammrah a successful rival port to Bussorah, Moreover, the construction of thejroad 
through wild Luristan from Khoremabad to Dizful, would serve to establish the Govern- 
‘ment authority, where, at present, it may be said to hardly exist. ee 

‘9, The report of our local agents at Tehran. press upon us the fact that local opinion 
is against us in the matter of the road enterprise, but none of these make any allusion 
to the heavy expenditure which has been incurred. All ignore the fact that the Bank 
has constructed an excellent carriage road from ‘Tehran to Kom—92 miles—siving by 
means of its bridges uninterrupted passage at all seasons, and thus contributing in no 
small degree to the development of the trade and prosperity of those places. We venture 
to think that if His Majesty the Shah were made aware of the large expenditure on this 
work and the impossibility to add to it without large assistance, the credit of the Bank 
Should not suffer in the eyes of his Government and people. We venture to ask that 
this view of the case be pressed on His Imperial Majesty by Her Majesty's Legation, 

10, It will be seen from paragraph 7 of this letter that the only prospect at present 
of any income by which the road may be kept in repair (and a new road requires stendy 
repair at first) is from the tolls, in the settlement. of which Her Majesty's Legation at 
‘Tebran has been giving friendly and valuable assistance, 

‘We submit that the Bank has done its very utmost, under the most discouraging 
cireumstances, to earry out this road enterprise, and we now beg that the kindly aid of 
Her Majesty's Minister towards a satisfactory settlement of the tolls question may be 
continued. 

11, I may add that the right to tolls on the road is altogether distinct and separate 
from the right to establish a transport serviee; that no obligation lies on the Bank to 
run a transport service; and that tho discontinuance of this service in no way affects 
their claim to levy tolls for the maintenance of the road they have made and to obtain 
any possible return on the capital expended. And further, supplementary clause B, 
registered at the British Legation, Tehran, on the 17th June, 1801, recognizes tolls on 
the Kom Road asa means of maintenance, &¢,, for that road. 

Tani, &e. 
(Signed) G. NEWELL, Secretary. 





No, 207, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 2.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary, Sila, dated the 21st November, regarding further 
incursions into British Mekran by Persians. 


India Office, December 21, 1901. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 207. 
Colonel Yate to Government of India. 


Sir, Quetta, November 8, 1901. 

IN continuation of the correspondence ending with my telegram, dated the 28th 
October, 1901, have the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of 
Tndia, copies of telegrams received from the Nazim of Mokran regarding. the occupa 
tion of the Noduz Fort in Mekran by Muhamtnad Ali Khan, the brother of Muhammad 
Amar Khan, 

the fact that Muhammad Umar Khan’s men should have again openly invaded 

Mekran, and that Muhammad Umar Khan himself should have gone north to, mect 
Mir Jhiand Khan, the Damani Chief, who was one of his principal Persian allies in the 
attack on Kuntdar, and to collect and bring men, shows that Mubainmad Umar is 
jetermined to push his resistance to the last. i 

Tiwould suggest that the Persian Government be informed of this attack through 
His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, as in the event of fresh damage bring done fresh 
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elaims for compensation will be adv Persi 
sis Dr ‘anced, which the Persian Governmeat will be 


_,_Lwould also beg to suzgest ti 
Khan Damani and other Persian Chiefs 
complications 
the Pe 
either to punish Muba 
or else to hand th 

‘Phe reply 


of the 14th at Tehran, 


ent of the raiders, 
irman by the Persian Goveru- 


ment has been furnished, it is rrders id how far th 
orders are and how far they 


will ha the requirements of the eas 
ie wording of the Prime Minister's note is vague, and it is left open to the official 


sent to Mekran border to deny pro 
a ieny proof of the damages claimed anil to refuse to do 


_ Ihave, &e, 
(Signed) CHAS. BE. YATE, Colonel, 
Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 207. 
Director, Persian Gulf Telegaphs, to Political Agent, Kalat. 


(Pelographie,) 
FOLLOWING from 


“Muhammad Umar Khan's brother took yy n of Nowdish Fort three days ago. 


Tam around the furt with i 
a he fort with my men and fighting tinue: Ni 
trios and gave possesion of fort to ee SE ones Neca tire 


Kurrachee, November 2, 1901. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 207. 
Director, Persian Gulf Telegraphs, to Political Agent, Kalat, 


(olegraphio) 
FOLLOWING from Nazim :— 


“Muhammad Umar Khan's brother, M i 

' n an's brother, Muhammad 

Novara other nd Shara with ty min, With the amas oF Borel got old 
uz Kort in the evening of the 28th Oétober, Myself and Sirdar Mebab han are 


around! the fort now, IT don't ki is wut Tan st 
ow Wh sk 
( Talon here is Mubammad Umar Khan, but 1 am sure he 


Kurrachee, November 4, 1901, 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 207. 
Director, Persian Gulf Telegraphs, to Political Agent, Kalat. 


(Telographic,) ‘ y 
FOLLOWING trom Nazim — ee en are 
“My detective brougiit following news: 


“Nowsherwan is in Iraishan; Muhammad Umar Khan gone to Sarhad to Jiand 


Damani, for collect i 
Dasani, for collecting and bringing iwen, I'am around fort and no one will be let out 
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No, 208. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 21.) 


THE Under-Scoretary of State for India. presents his compliments to the, Under: 
Secretary of Stato for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Geotae Hamilton, 
Eevarde herewith, for the information of the Seoretary of State, copy of inelogures 
Nar ete Gavermment of India of the 21st November on the subject of piratical 
outrages on the Arabian coast. , 

i is requeated that these documents, which are sent in original, mny be returned 
as soon as done with. 


India Office, December 21, 1901. 


SS 


Inclosure 1 in No, 208. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India. 


Sir, Bushire, October 14, 1901, 

L HAVE the honour to invite a refereneo tomy Confidential letter, dated, the 
Leth September last, on the subjest of certain pimcios which oocurred last, year off the 
Arabian coast of the Persian Gulf, 

2, The piracies referred to ure as follows : 

Gi.) Pimey committed at the Graimiah peal bank off Rag Rakan on, El Katt, 
reported to the Government of Tudin in this: Offic letter, duted the 10th September, 
1900. 

(22) Pitney committed on the boat of Haji Salman-bin-Haji Abad, a Babreint, on 
tho Khora boule ‘oon, Khatit (vide correspondence ending with this Oice 
letter, dated the 

(G.)_ Piracy committed at sen on a Buheein boat eight miles north of Babrein (vide 


this Ofice letter, dated the Ist October, 1900). 
vommitted on » Bulvein boat off Ojair (vide this Office letter, dated the 


Hojir tribe, esiding on the 
wlio the pirates actually we 
ited the pi ‘The only way that Lean suggest of 
‘otims in this piracy is to attach such goods as may by found 
hin we hold responsible for keeping order within his, torrit 
propose to visit fr shortly, and will ascertain how far this suggestion is feasib 
ie sheond case has been partially settled by the Turks, In the al eas no. nett 
tint hes been effected. In the fourth case most of the property taken belonged to 
Tankish subjects, and the Turkish authorities have, T atn informed, taken steps to punish 
tha tile who committed this piracy, ‘The Bulirein subjects, hovever, who sullored on 
the ceension, have not, so fur as T have heard, been given any redress, 
‘So far as thew hres cases ate concerned, T ean only suggest tha if my proposal 
seedy of war to Khatit in connection with the murder of Shaikh Salman-bin- 
hulle is approved (vide my letter, duted the 12th August last), the opportunity 
might be taken of demanding « settlement of the eases, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) |. A. KEMBALL, 
Officiating Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 


[1095] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 208, 


Government of Indin to Licutenant-Colonel Kemball. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, y ir 
Simla, November 16, 1901. 


You were authorized in my letter, dated the 2 
ee a Sie se Sa ars 
pes te ean if e heen taken by the local oficial to 
he ued of Sh iai-cl-Rhalifa and others of Balieén, 
Tauirs nay yon augue, be nae at the samo tine as ty th min ibabietaie 
axes of piracy mentioned in 
CN en wdeh the "Tarkish aut edge hall 
Teaponsle Tis eo anita prAervensel soulil howovaesbecmenilite eae ireut bin 
v hnguity, aul should make no demand pon the Wel al Oe eee 
oor vithin ths jvistion of th ? Oe eee 
. Fam to take this opportunity of forwarding for your informatio Geena 


ss mmarked or i! Inargin® o 1 t 
rked on the margin® on the subject of these piratical outrages on the 


const, ae, 


Thaye, &e. 


; |. B. WOOD, 
Uniter-Seeretary to the Government of India, 





No, 209, 


India Office to Korein Office —(Recrived December 21.) 


LN continuation of this Orie I 
Bivcercen uation of is Olliee lotter of the 23rd March last e Ui 
of Stato for nin presents hs arapllsten lie to he on piv 
ran Airy and hy diretion of Lor George Ham igoebeet favs 
eration of the Secrotary of Sita copy of inclosures in a lett 
wary to the Govertiment of Tndiay dated the 21st Novem 
Tances on the coast of the Bt Kate Pi Sa ee qoenrling 


Initia Office, Deceniber 21, 1901. 


corotary 
State for 
forwards herewith, for 

r from’ the 


Inolosure Lin No. 209, 


Licutenant-Colouel Kenibetl to the Government of Lviia 


Sir, 
Rr anc, Aine Bushire, Octoher 26, 19 
ot Ah tefensneo to the eortespinienes ending with Poel DearAG tA 
afte 4 ebro at have the honour fo fot fo te ioeamton of the 
Jovernment of Thais, copy ol dated the 20th inst he sed 
Political Agent, Bahtein, ‘reporting the raya Beak aes Tathon ane 
nf 1,500 rupees 


the Alebin-Ali, i » i 
{he AL-bin-Ali,fmposed upon them for disturbing the euee at sea, off Wakra, in 


‘The amount of the fine will two envi : 
reat ountt the ne will vero to Govorniment tn the accounts of this 
ees 
Signed) CA. KEMBALL, Oficiati i 
Agent in the rane 


© Se Part VI, Nos. 214 aud 324. 
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Jnelosure 2 in No. 209. 
‘Mr. Gaskin to Lieutenant-Colonel C. A. Kemball. 


Sir, Bahrein, October 20, 1901. 
ITH reference to correspondence ending with your letter of the 18th Afay last 
T have the honour to. report that the Al-bin-Ali have paid in the fine of 1,500 rupees 
Frpoved upon them for disturbing the pence of the sea hy attains the Amam 
iraPsing-boats off Wakra on about the 18th June, 2000, and that, the arms recovered 
pearling Mrormor tribe were delivered over to the Amameras and Dowasirs on the 
Tah dratant, and a receipt for the sime was taken from them. 

With regard to the two missing guns and chan: ed arms, the Amameras have 
oon Taformed that they must, be content with what have been recovered, and n0 
been infovtion will he taken in this respoot. With a view to give 1 frie to 
Turther ietfor procrastination. in’ the matter of paying the fine, T refs ed from 
Golivering the arms to the Amameras until recently. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) J. CALCODE GASKIN, 
Assistant Political Agent. 








No, 210. 
Sir A Horidinge 0 the Marquess of Lansdovene.—(Received December 21.) 


Confidential.) 
ie) P. Tehran, Di 


) P. 

EORTIDENTIAL information lias been given to me, boll, 

so iffairs and by the Grand Viaier, that a delay has. eeouered in ty ‘eompletion 
Foncign AMTarran owing to a demand put forward by Mf. de Witte that Hivassian 
Company should Tay down petmafoum pipes from Baku to, the Versian Gult—right 
ce Persia, _ (On this point I would venture to ro Commercial, despatch 
Set the Tith ultimo.) ‘The Persian Govomment, eonsidering th this, request 
ish Have political danger and is contemy to the Davey: 

Naviee to them has beon to maintain a firm 
stuse to allow their borrowing powers to be Ui 
Tordship authorize me to sty that you approve this 


‘gion télls mo that he finds it, impossible to induce the Russian 
Jally with, reference to the offer we recently made. tis 
ratands, however, that His Majesty's Gov havo alveady received 
anGovornment an intimation of their inability to agree to it. | My 
Tielieve such was the Has any further action in the 
matter purgl? I shall be very grateful for information on 
this point. 
ining. my conversation with the Foreign AMinisten, lis Bxelleney told_mo 
coorotly that He is opposed to all the loan, conditions, including the abri rou Con 
ery aa that he Hopes that the negotiations will fall through, ier has been a 
cession, at Bunder Abbas or the Meslied. road bas heen asked for by the Russians 
his Exeelleney denied its accuracy. 
Hike eiguature of the new Risso-Persian ‘Tariff has not yet taken ph 
T baveinformed the Government of India of the foregoing: 





No, 21. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 21, 1901. 
WHITH reference to your letter of the 11th instant, Fam directed by the Marquess 
of Tavalowne to transmit to you the draft of a despateh* which is Lordship proposes, 


*# To Sie A, Hardinge, No, 2, Jonuary 6, 1002, 





212, 


with, the concurrence of the Sec 
Minister at ‘Tehran, by messen: 
situation in Persia, 


etary of State for India, to address 


on the 15th Januacy nest; with, eae fete 


with regard to the 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘T. H, SANDERSON, 





No, 212, 


India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received December 25;) 


Sir, 

Intlia Office, December 24, 19 
later of te 11th instant on the ees 
0 the Persian Government, Lam directed 
herewith, to be laid before Lond Lanstowne, a 
Ne Vieoroy, inquising whothor any representations 
lan Goverment with reference to the finaneial postion of 

heir opposition to an advanee being made by His 


continuation of Six A. God 
the recent abortive caeOkatihe fn ne 
by Lord George Hamilton to: forward he 
eopy of a further telegram from the 
lave been made to the Russi 
thi n Government, 
Government, 


_ Tam, &e, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


— 
tnelosure in No 


Government of Indi to Lord Gs Hamilton. 

Maine is De 

nsteucaneteg pane il one telegram from Hardinge si eae eon 

fnatructions to rua all 0 ng, 1 asked nn what was present fatalities ite 

pinot net ony in refusal to permit Hoary he has head notl ca 
ms Lo tue that they have jockayell usin horctccd eae ena Government 2 

sino Sela ih hana tcl oy ad ong on 
Must protect bot Fawn thtereale wed ne ee ston having been refuse 

Wa must protect both our awa interests and) Wuanelal tategdly of Bestar eee 





No, 213, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


62) 


(elegenphie,) P. 
NADL roteranctity Youu tolosram No. $9 of Lia eee 

son Although the Russian Gu 3 S 

Sie epee it hits refused the proposal which we mad 

CNPC Mae aan no intimatio cir inabil toe 8 
v2 ‘° ee a ae & rernment of wna spall to consent i 

- only ayyare of theallese a 

in yar ge Sr alt EAL Wi, 


Yi y i 
onmay'say that I approve the advice which you have tendered to the Grand 
ie Gran 


which was reported by you 


Vizier, 


—— eee 
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No. 214. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received December 27.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents bis compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Afuirs, and, by ditection of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, inclosures, in 
Government of India Foreign Secretary’ ‘dated 28th November, respecting the 
call of British naval vessels at Muscat. 


India Office, December 24, 1901. 


—— 


Inclosure 1 in No. 214. 


Rear-Admiral Bosanquet to Government of India, 


Confidential.) 
Sir, & Highflyer,” at Trincomalee, October 12, 1901, 

IN reply to your Confidential letter, dated th 2nd Auyust lst in which at 
is drawn to the difticnlty of obtaining the services of a man-of-war at Sur, expe 
by the Government of India in May Inst, daring period of political complication at 

lace, Ihave the honour to offer the following, remarks :— 
‘Me first telegeam received by me, which communicated the urgency of the 
‘ar, was dated the 13th May, and received by me the 14th May, 
T ivevived it, 1 obtained the concurrence of the Government, of India, and 
from Kurrachee to Muscat, 
remembered that at the end of April last, and in the beginning of 

. the Persian Gulf, 50 fir as it affected tho movements of His 
Majeaty’s ships, was governed by the proceedings of the Turkish troops, who had then 
‘shown some intention of advancing on Kow 

‘the “ Marathon” left Bombay for Busbire on the 27th April, and called at Juskh 
ou the Ist May. 

The “Cowack” called at Muscat about the 17th April, and the urgeney of the 
situation at Sur not having been communicated to me, that, ship was then under strict 
ae eaeea relieve the ‘ Pigeon,” at Bushire, the Tatter vessel having been ordered home 
and was required to refit at Bombay, $0 as ble her to cross the Arabian Sea 
infor the break of the S.W, monsoon, ‘The “ Cossack” ar eon 
the 21st April having communicated with Museat, and was then available for any 
service the Political Resident might specially: require 

Scgchina” which was delayed by. serious injury, received in encounterin 
A should have yone straight to x dockyard, i it had not, heen for the s 
jes at Kowelt, called at daskh on the 8th May, and a 
the 12th M 
Therefore, 1sth May, the Political Resident had these three ships in the 
orth othe Bergan Gulf, which were available for ony cecision whieh be might think 
SF sufficient fimportance to divert their services from Roweit. 

1 When the foree available is small, and there is 4 dangerous situation known to 
be existing nothing being known of any difficulty elsewhere, it ix natural and proper 
pe eral with dispatch by the shortest route wach ship, when ready, to the threatened 
point. 
Point When possible, all vessels proceeding np the Gulf or retumning from it are 
ordered to cll at Museat, and tis routine ‘Will be adhered to ax much as practicable. 

T have, &¢, 
ed) DAY H. BOSANQUET, Rear-Admiral, 
Commandersin- Chief. 


[1695) 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 214, 


Government of India to Rear-Admiral Bosanguet. 
(Confidential. 


Sir, Simla, November 2, 1901. 

T AM directed to acknowledge, with thanks, the reecipt of your Excellency 

letter, dated the 12ti Octol it, in which you give the disposition of the nav: 
force in tho Persian, Gulf in Muy last, and state that you have ordered all veccels 
proceeding up the Gulf or returning from it to call at Museat when possible, and that 

this routine will be adhered to as fir as practicable, 
Thave, &o, 
(for Secretary to the Government of India), 
(Signed) FG. CARDEW, 


Cony of the nbove and of that to which it is a reply, firwarded to the Foreign 
Department in continuation of Murine Department, dated the 2nd August, 1901, 
By order, 
‘l) ii, C. HOLMAN, 
Assistant Secretary to the Government of India, 
————y 


Tnelosure 8 in No. 214. 


Government of India to Renr-cidmiral Boranquet, 
Confidential.) 


Sir, imla, November 16, 1901. 
IN continuation of Murine Department Jetier, dated the 2nd November last, T 
am divocted to inyite your Excollency's atten rl ie Department 
latter, dated the 2nd August last, With. r say that the 
wontof Indi would be glad to be ns have been 
issued to tho offect that Commanders of His Majesty's ships, when passing up or. dos 
the Persian Gulf, should, if requested by the Consul at Museat, pleoe theireer 
the disposal of that offical, if possible, and provided that their otters are not of 
to, nd also that the Consul nt Muscat should he kept informed, ax- fee 
the movements of the ships in the Gulf, 
T havo, &e, 
(Signed) F. G, CARDEW, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of Indiv. 


(Signed) it, ©. HOLMAD 
Assistant Seeretary to the Government of India, 





No, 215. 


India Office to Foreign Ofice.—(Receired December 27.) 
‘VILE Under-Secretary 
Sectotary of Stato for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord Geor 


of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 


forwards herewith, for the information of the 


4 lottor from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutta 
Bahrein Customs, 


India Ofice, December 24, 1901, 


ge Hamilton, 
retary of State, copy of inclosure in 


dated the Sth December, respecting 


a 


Inclosure in No. 215, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kemball to the Government of India. 


i Bushire, November 8, 1901. 
$f | GEAVE the lionour to invite » roferéuco to may Gonfdoutil lotion, dated the 
y 1 the subject of the Bahrein Customs. . 
See eeatrcla oper (aaa tan hese TPO Agont that the Chief was 
in great finaneial strats, and intended to make somo change with a view to aug- 
menting the income which he at, present derives from his Customs, T thonght it 
advisable to proceed to Bahrein for the purpose of interviewing the Chief on the 
Subject of the acceptance by him of a British subject as Director of the Bahrein 
Customs. LT regret, however, to say that the Chief declined to entertain the idea 
aud that I found it impossible to overcome his opposition to the proposal by any 
bears if th a eesti a agreed to the 
ointed out to the Chief that if he accepted my suggestions and agreed 
opclatnst of a MdtahssuBieol aa Dicctar Of his Customs, it was possible that 
the Government of Tndia would ageeo to make him a loan of money Which would 
‘at once clear him from his financial difficulties and at the same time improve his 
future nancial prospects, and place his Customs Administration on a satisfactory 
footing. Tal sed ote arguments to so hin that heft of bis Conon being 
managed by a British subject could not affect the nature of his independence, and 
that nothing but good could result to him and to his subjects, ead 
‘Tho Chief admitted the force of my arguments, but informed mo before I lett 
Batuwin that oad consulted his principal peopl, ahd that in view of their opposition 
it was impossible for him to accept it, 
Hoe read te int wa Wibled ts (Abe over the management of the Customs 
resent farmers, who are British Indian subjects, and that ho hoped that the 
come whieh hie expected to gain by so doing would relieve him from his 
Whether the Chief will really take over the direct management 
f his Customs I cannot say, but I am inclined to believe that he will frat of all. try 
to refurm the Customs fora higher sum, and he hns, Tam aware, already approached 
Tuttonsee Purshotum, tho British Indian trader at Muscat, with this end in view. 
3, T neh rgd that Tare fled to persue the Chief to nest th ee 
i itish subject as Director of his Customs. 1 was not, I confess, hopeful, 
Hee uate Mare asst te Malattie orate Tk rae 
me d, but T was most anxious that he should agree to accept the only arrangement 
‘hich can, T am eonvinced, place his finances on a satisfuotory basisy As it is, 60 
faras Lean see, his finaneisl position will only go from bad to Worse, He has, so far 
Bn Gears na wie in Baheoha aulloipotty nongat and oapeile £6 auiciue ie 
Castors ia satisfactory mann, while, 11 he sucoscds in rofarmttig the Customs for 
a higher figure, his relict will, I bolieve, be only tomporary, Nothing further, 
lhowever, can he done at present. 





No. 216, 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A, Hardinge, 


Foreign Offs, Deeb, 37,1001, 
5 ANSMIP herewith a copy of a letter from the India Offco,* incl 
eearnunaiunittial tue zeae Gp Cover General of Tnd stan, 
dressed to the Secretary to the Government of Tndia in the Forcign Department, in 
‘which the former offleer complains of fresh raids into British Mokran by Persian tribes 
nen, and suggests that you should bring the matter to the notice of the Persian 
a nae you to make such representations to the Persian Government on the 
subject as you may think judicious, es 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 


* No 207, 
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No, 217. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Receiced December 28.) 


IN continuation of this Office letter of the 2ist instant, the U 

a i h Le he ant, the \der-Secretary 
Stato for India presents his eonpliaents to the: Undor-Seoretary of State for Foreign 
Ais ad, hy of Lord George Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the 
iformation of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 
2dth December, respecting Perso-Baluch frontier affair 2 


India Office, December 27, 1901. 











Tnclosure in No, 217. 
Government of India to Lord George Hamilton. 


December 24, 1901. 
inclosed in Secretary's letter, 2st 
Hh Paani ow 20th, December that Nodiz 
by troops of Showers’ esec after two hours’ 
stubborn fighting, | Kort hi hewn besieged by Ns ot Mehran fr lst aoe it 
985. men, but was ton strong to he captured without guns. Five of enemy, including 
Muhammad Ali Nuuoliorwus, leader of tho ius mma aed aee aut 
suid to, bo buried in débris,” Fourteen found wounded, including tivo Nausherwand 
ringleaders, Sixty-throe prisoners taken, including 20 Persian subjects, re 
aid Dizaks remainder mostly outlaws from Mekray,. whe with M 
This success breaks up Muhammad Uniar's party, his principal 
killed or captared. Our casualties are; Lieutenant 
27th Botnbiy Infantry, wounded severely ; threo 
ur meh ayhto reyiminit, one gasiner, ono eopper, 


(Holegraphi) 

\ SEE. Yates letter, 8th Novembe 
November, Yate telegraphs. from Koj vi 
fort was stormed and taken that, day 














































men 27th Bombay Lufiatey. killed, 
severely wounded, 
(Addvesied Seer 





e for Lid 





ry of St 





sated to Hardinge/Tshran,) 





No. 218, 
Sin A. Haridinge to the Marquess of Lansdowie— (Received December 30.) 


No, 178) 
ly Lord, ‘Tehran, November 22, 
[HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of two notes. which ane 
io Ttom the Persian Government respecting the steamship “Shush ‘ 
The Persion Gov ue persistently to repudiate their Tinblity for the 
, notwithstanding the 
‘lespateh 
conatnunieated verbally 


rei 





















Toss 








tothe Grand Viner by Sir Mortimer Durand, 
1 view of Ue instructions contained in this despateh [have addressed 

the Musbir-ed-Dowich, eapy of whieh Thave the honour to inelose, tating, that T hare 

refenrad the matter to om Localize CORN Se nee SEL 
“opies of the relevant documents in this ease are already in the possess 

Honda's Deyartment, aud 1 hve no doubt that Messrs: Lash sat Cas ae 

Lordship should see it to convey to then the request of the Musbir-ed-Dovleh that 

they: should hind over the steamer to the Persian authorities, can furnish detailed 

particulars. The amount claimed on account of the losses in question has, | believe, 

accunitlated tom sum equal in value to more than 4,000. ‘ r 

__ Lhave, &, 
(Signed) "ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 218. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Sir A. Hardinge. 


October 8, 1901. 
THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note, dated the 2nd August 


(Translation.) 





last, fornarding the account of income and expenditure of the steam-ship Shuchan,” 
sent by Messrs. Lynch through the British Consul-General at Bushire. 

Inreply, [have the honour to inform you that, as it has been repeatedly stated to 
the British Legation, the Persian Government does not consider the question of the 
income and expenditure of the said ship to concern them in any way, and, as stated in 
the Foreign Office note of the Sth July, 1894, addressed to the British Legation, 
‘2 copy of which is inclosed, the claim of Messrs. Lynch on this account is not at all 
acceptable by the Persian Government. This claim has been answered in the above- 
mentioned note. 

a 


Inclosure 2 in No, 218. 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Sir A. Hardinge. 





(Translation) 

SINCE the steameship “Shushan” has been put. in charge of Messrs. Lynch 
Brothers, every now and then they send a statement of the inconie and expenditure of 
her to the British Legation showing « loss, 

‘Aithouzh the Persian Government has repeatedly informed the British Legation 
that they do not consider themselves responsible fer this loss, and the Legation has 
undoubtedly informed the Company to that effect, some time ago a fresh statement of the 
count was forwarded through the Legation, On the Sth September last an answer to 
the note, forwarding this statement, was addressed to the British Legation. 

Thereby have the honour to request your Excellency to. communicate by 
the contents of the note in question to Messrs. Lynch, and to ask them to hand ov: 
Siushan” to the local authorities, in case they contend the expenditure of th 
‘be more than ber incot In this case, the local authorities will keep the shi 
order and equilibrate her income and expenditure. 




















graph 















T await, &e. 


maranteed to manage this ship and equilibrate 


P.S.—Messrs. Lynch had formerly 
should have handed her over to the Persian 


her income and expenditure, otherwise thi 
authorities from the very beginning. 





Inclosure 3 in No, 218, 


Sir A, Hardinge to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


M. Je Ministre, Tehran, November 26, 1901, 

T HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Hxeellenoy’s notes of the 
‘8th October and 5th November, in which the liability of the Persian Government for the 
losses incurred in the working of the steam-ship ** Shushan” is repudiated, 

"As on the occasion in 1894, to which your Excellency refers, His Highness the 
Sade-Azam was informed by Sir Mortimer Durand that His Britannic: Majesty's 
Government did not admit the right of the Persian Government to repudiate the debt in 
question, Linust refer your Excellency’s above-mentioned notes, and the request-contained 
ib the liter of them, to my Government for their instructions. 

Tavail, &e. 
(Signed) ' ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 
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No. 219. 


Sir A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 30.) 


(No. 182) 
My Lord, Tehran, November 28, 1901. 

T HAVE the honour to report, with reference to my despatch No. 170 of the 
2nd instant, that the Persian Government has paid to Mr, Maclean the whole sum, 
representing about 2,000! , to which he was entitled under his contract, in consequence 
of his dismissal from the Mastership of the Mint. 

Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) " ARUHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No, 220, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Réeceived December 30.) 


(No. 188.) 
My Lord, Tekan, November 20, 1901. 
I HAVE the honour to report that M. Naus has just been promoted to the rank: 
of Vane (Vinier) or Minister, not, however of Customs, of which he ren 
weral under the Atahogsi-\zam, but, so to sp 
‘a special portfolio with it. Tt is, Ube 
his distinction in Persia, but. the 


L have, &. 
(Signed) ARTHUR TL, 





No, 221, 


Sir A, Hardingo to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 20.) 


(No. 184) 
My Lon, Tehran, November 29, 1901. 

UMAVE the Honout to report that the Sha ani Grand Vigier have just returned 
from a " visit to Mis Majesty's shooting box at Jajrud. During their stay 
there y ore hol on the subject of the Azerbaijan Road, the Ain-ed= 
Dow presont, as well as the Grand Vizier, and th 

hah so far yielded us to agree to the Coneossion 

iz ziven to the Russians on. the same torms as that f il from Resht, but 

vind Viziow int we that this docs not satisfy M. de Witte, who demands 

rants of land fo the Russian Company in. the vieini i ravanserais 

besides mining rights along the ond itself. ‘Th es to accord, 

ad the Grand Vizier anticipates that the negotiations will last some months, I have 

vised his Highness to be firm on this matter, as the Persians eamot be hold 

responsible, onee they have implemented thelr promise by offering the roud itself 

it the negotiations “fall through in consequence of the excessive demands of 
M. de Witte, 

The Grand Vizier was away at Jajrad when I had the honour to receive your 
Londship’s telegram No. 5 of the 18th instant, authorizing the communication of our 
Ainancial proposals by the Persian to the Russian Government. T should wish to 
oxplain, with veferonee to that telegram, that T perhaps did not make my suggestion 
as toa povsonal communication by the Shah quite clear. My idea was, not that T 
should Iay our proposal before the Shat straight off at a public audience, but that His 
Majesty, having already considered and aveepted it in principle, should send for my 
Ruin colleague end amyslt, and afte calling upon me 1a formulate i, 50. as te 
preclude all possibility of mistnderstanding, should invite M. Arzyropoulo to obtain 
the necessary consent of the Russian Government. My reason for this was that 1 
forssaw that if approached by the Grand Vizier alone, M. Argyropoulo would evade 


219: 


all discussion and action on the question, which he could not well have done if the 
request liad been made by the Shah, I fully recognized, however, after talking over 
the plan with M, Naus, the practical difficulties in the way, with so shy, nervous, and. 
inaccessible a Brince as His Imperial Majesty. ‘The late Shah, M, Naus admitted, 
would have been easily induced to act in the manner which I suggested, and would 
thus have rendered a refusal a good deal more embarrassing to the Russian Govern- 
ment. 

Tn view, however, of your Lordship’s telegram, T drew up two Memoranda for 
the Aialeg. , copies of which are inclosed herewith, the first enumerating our 
dem respecting the Tariff, and our interests in the South and Seistan, and the 
second setting forth our loan proposals. I intimated to his Highness in a private 
note that the offer of the latter was conditional upon the acceptance of the former, 
Dat I thought it best to keep them formally. separate, in view of the communication 
of the loan proposal to be made to the Russian Legation, These papers T sent on the 
2st instant to Jajrad, 

Tsu the Grand Vizier yesterday on his return hero and asked him what action 
he had taken on them. He replied that ie liad sent tho English text of my com- 
munication about the Ioan to the Russian Legation for transmission to the Russian 
Government, but that M. Argy; «d to. accept or forward it, stating 
that the matter was outside his: provine ind then referred. the proposals by 
telegraph through M, Grube to M. de Witte, ‘The latter had replied that the adyance 
offered was a loan by & foreign Government and that he could not authorize the 
Persian Government to accept it, M. de Witte had, howevex, agreed fo conclude tho 
Joan, which has been so long under discussion, and which would be for 1,000,001, 
at 5 yer cont, the conditions boing the ‘sume ax those of the loan of the 
30th January, 1000, Wis Highness said, in reply to my inquiries, that there would bo 
no further extension of the term during which Persia was prohibited from redeeming 
that loan, and that if he were compelled to repay the Imperial Bank of Persia the 
200,001. borrowed from it last spring, as to which he was not sure, he would take an 

arly opportunity of reborrowing that amount from it, ‘The loan contract, he said, 
would probably not be signed immediately, as the Mushir-wl-\ 
audience of the Czar on the previous day, and Nad, therefore, not yet beon able to 
Witte, As soon as it was sottled he would ¢ fatto” its conditions to 
10 our interests or those 
of Persia, had been inserted, 

With reference to our remaining demands, he read out to me some notes which he 

had written down by the Shal’s orders, They were to this effect :— 
fie Persian Government coull not undertake to submit the now 
sian Convention to us before it was 
wot it as soon as it was, 


‘ariff, he would be willing to negotiate a fresh one as between the British and Porsian 
Governments, he replied that hy was prepare: iler this propositl. He believed, 
ver, that the new Tarif would prov is 
efully considered by the Persian negot 
(b) Our Special Interests in the South—The Persian Government did not quite 
understand the meaning of our proposal, but was prepared, both in the north and south, 
it always had done in the past, every right and advantage acconted to 
Power. 
Ths Shah would never alienate to a foreign Power the inland 
otlier Persian province, but considered @ formal stipulation to 
this effect unnecessary and inconsistent with his dignity as an indepentent. Sovenvismn, 
Why, added the Grind Vizier, did your Lordship require these gunrantees ? ‘The 
Tassans bad nore asked for podye thatthe Shah wool not lense tho reece 
of Enaelli. 

T observed that the peculiar position in whieh the loan contract had placed Persia 
towards Russia, and of which we had just had an instructive illustration, mado it 
natural that we should demand special securities for our interests, in case these should. 
be in danger of being mortgaged or sacrificed as the price of fresh Russian financial 

ace. It would be, morcover, a protection to Persia to plieo them beyond such 

isk, by being able fo invoke previous engagements with ourselves. As regards 
independence, the declaration I had asked for in no way encroached upon it. The 
Persian Government had accepted the loan contract, whitch did really limit Porsia’s 
iis, ani practically placed her ina position not unlike thatof Afghanistan, 
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or tho late Transvaal Republic, which could not make foreign ‘Treati 
she could make foreign loans, without the eonsent of acthind Davies’ ort had 
expected, this analogy stung his Higlness’ Persian pride, and he protested strongly, and 
with an evident senso of injury, azainst a comparison between his country and to 
petty States, one of which was semi-savaze and the other hostile to Great Britain. I 
expressed my deep regret that any words I had used should have wounded his 
feclings, but T said Ethought itwas Dest to look faets, how 
in the face. I added that, as far as the loan negotiations. naw proces 
concerned, no blame attached, in my opinion, t9 the Persian Goverament, in ¥ 
the attitude assumed by Ru With respect to the other points, I fea 
only regard his answer, which he promised to let me lave officially i 
rofusal of our moderate demands, I shall have the honowr, upon 
address a further despatch to your Lordship. 5 

Thave, &. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDING 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 221, 
Sir A, Hardinge to Grand Viz 


Your Highness, y 
nes, fovember 20, 1901, 
HAVE the onour to place on record, by direction of His Majesty's Governe 
ment, the result of our recent conversations on the subject of the finaneial positi 
nr aes the subject of the financial position of 
_ Information having reached me from various. sources, ancl ha 
by inquiries made at Si. Petorshungh by His Majesty’. Cha 
Porsinn Governmont was desirous of raising a fresh loan o1 
anco in Russia, 1 inquired of your sas to the facts. Highness 
borat th information ree hy ated that you hiad 
et received a definite reply to the proposals. you wei ing to M. de Witte, 
thigh the manager af the BEMAINCeN RU Gk Ronee: 
informed your Highness that Mis Majesty's Government tad intimated to 
that of Russia ity readiness to paiticipate i advance to Persia, that a friendly 
exchange of views on this subject had taken ‘place at St. Petersburgh, but that. no 
definite conclusion had, so far ‘ns L was aware, heen arvived at. As however, His 
Majesty's Government. wero clearly prepared to come to the assistance of that. of 
ia) it would perhaps be advisable that L should be able to furuish it with some 
precise information as to the amount and conditions of the loan desired y te Beri 
jovernmont, r 


Your Excellency told me that you thought about 5,000,000 o¢ 6,0 
ait you thought abou ,000 oF 6,000,000 toi 
would lie requisite on the sume tors as those 0 Thang ated 
Would I has far as you could, consistently with your engag 
i draw st portion of this sun from the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
ed by that institution, i t : 


Uiuler these eireunistanices His Majesty's Government, after full considerati 
the question, deiled to authoriae me to fuform your Ilglutees af Ste renee Se 
offer you an advineo not exeeoding 50,0001, out of the revenues of India, repayable 
in tent years, o easton by axtwement, and secured on the customs of Fars and of the 
coast of the Persian Gulf, it being lunderstood that ponding repayment the security 
should not he made use of for any other transaction. hese eustoms, being exeluded 
from the operations of the Russian Ioan of 1900, could be assigned for this put 
Without conflicting with Possits contivet with the Russian Bank oF diminishing the 
Tatler gouty. ‘he inerest would bet pr ent siking fund would hen 

You Tighness replied to me that, having laid the above offer before His Majesty 
{io Shah, you liad revelved His Majesty's commands to thank the Brithh Goveniese 
for it, but-to point out that under the loan contract with Russia of 1900, Persia lad 
engaged to contract no foreign loan till the extinction of that loan (which could not 
be redeemed before 1910) without the consent of the Russia Government. If His 
Britannic Majesty's Government would obiain that consent, or would authorize your 
‘Highness to communicate the above proposal to the Russian Government in onder to 
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do so, the Persian Government would be glad to consider the proposal we had made 
to them. 

Thaye now the honour to inform your Highness that the British Government, 
whilst it has always been willing to discuss with that of Russia the terms of a joint 
advance to Persia, does not regan it as within its province to request the consent of 
the Russian Government in respect of an agreement to which it is not itself a party, 
I may observe in this connection that the Ioan contract to which your Highness 
refers has never been officially communicated to us, and T would therefore take this 
opportunity of asking for a copy for the information of my Government. ‘The only 
‘Knowledge we have of its provisions, apart from press reports and public rumour, is 
derived from the account of it published in the Russian “ Official Tournal” of the 
30th January, 1970, which differs in some important respects from the particulars 

me by your Highness, ‘That account states that, Persia has agreed to contract 

iga loan before the redemption of the Russian 5 per cent. loan of 21900, without 

of the Banque des Préts, but noth jd about the consent of the 

n Government, not about the non-redemption of the ton before 1910, Your 

will readily, therefore, understand that, putting aside any other considerations, 

is Majesty’s Government cannot well take action in respect of an agreement of 
which they have no direct cognizance. 

My Government is, however, always ready to co-operate in. the most frank and 
friendly manner in all matters relating to Persia with that of Russia, with which it 

‘and reciprocal assurances respecting the desire of both Powers 
intain the independence and integrity and to further the prosperity of the 
Persian Monarchy, 

It lias, therefore, no objection to the Government of Porsin communicating this 
Memorandum to the Government of Russia, if it deems it necessary to obtain the 

nee of the offer which it has directed me to make 


1 acquaint mo officially, for the infor= 
mation of my Go which that of His Majesty the Emperor may 
make to you, should th ic to aprotic it on this subject 

No what: » Persian Government may como, it will, T trust, seo in 

offer which has Deen made to it a fresh proof of the interest felt in. the welfare 

srsia by the Goverument of His Majesty tho King Emperor, and of our earnest 
desire to assist it in suemounting its temporary embarrassiments, without thereby 
involving it in any dif 1 another equally friendly Poy eneroiehing: 
on the legitimate interests which we recognize that Power to possess here, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 221, 


Sir A, Hardinge to Grand Vizier, 


Your Highness, November 21, 101. 
T HAVE the honour to refer to our conversation respecting the commercial 
ations between Persia and Russia, 

i good enough to i that these negotiations wore 
ractically concluded, and that M. Goluboit was leaving for St, Potershurgh with 
aft of the new Persian Tariff for the final approval of the’ Russian Government. 

Tam directed by my Government, in conncetion with this matter, to remind 
the Persian Government of the great importance of the trade of the British Empine 
with Persia, more especially with the ports of the Persian Gulf, in which the foreign 
trade of Persia ively British. It is unnecessary for me to trouble 
your Highness with statistics in support of this well-known fact, and I will merely 
observe that, in view of it, my Government cannot regard with passive indifference a 
revision of the commerci ions between Persia and foreign Powers. Its latest 
‘Treaty with Persia gives it, itis true, merely a most-favourod-nation treatment clause, 
which every other Treaty Power, including eountvies so remote and unconcerned with 
the trade of Persia as Spain and Denmark, enjoy, but it is obvious that its moral claim 
to.a careful consideration of its commercial interests is, in view of their importance, 
and of the political relations between England and Persia, of a very alifferent 

es 
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character, and entitles THis Majesty's Government to demand that a complete change 
in the system of duties to which its trade is subject should be negotiated with them 
aswell as with Russia, and should not be effected without any reference to their views 
It is conceivable that a rearrangement of that system in which the interests of Russia 
and Persia were alone considered, might, without any appearance of differential treat- 
meni, be distinetly prejudicial to our trade. 
A Tariff, for example, under which petroleum (from whatever country) wasndmitied 
ata low duty, and tea (from whatever country) was charged with a very higl , 
would benefit Russian trade and injure British without infringing our strict reaty 
rights, Tam therefore charged to make the request that before t i 
inevocably settled, the Persian Government will, having regard to the commercial 
iiferosts and. friendly. relations 1 to above, communicate it (of cour 
dentially) to the British Government, sos to enable th modifications, 
while there is still ti ny proposed changes whieh may rious to British 
T am also in this connection 
ests, both commercial and politi 
Persian Gulf and southern Persia 5 
which, from their respective proxi “ to British Inu 
(rade ispredon and indeed tan undertaking that in 
those portions of Persia alvantages should be conceded to His Majesty's Government. 
uot less than those which have heen, or may hereafter he, avcorde my. other 
foreign Power or its subjects in other portions It’s dom 
L think your 1 sss will “aL very modera ble request, 
His Majesty’s Government have taken note. with 
ction of the assumnen which your Highness was wood enouzh to give me in the 
cose of one recent conversations about the Russian loan, that it was not the intention 
of the P verment fo pledgo the revenues of that proviner, as security for a 
Joan, or otherwise, to any foreign Power or ity subjects. ‘They would if thi 
‘assignee could be pliced on formal record in a written communi om the 
Persian Government, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR TH, HARDINGR, 





No, 222, 


Sir de Hardinge ta the Marquess of Lunsdowne.—(Received Drcember 30.) 


(No. 188.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 6, 1901. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit, with reference to my tele 0. 82 of the Srd 
instant, the following observations respecting the proposed sale by the Imperial Bank of 
Persia of its Road Concessions to the Persion Government. : 

{tis not quite clear to me whether the proposal to sell this Cone 
Goverment for 20,0001. or, with the deduction claimed for him 
Azan, for 17,5000, involves the sale of the existine road fro 
Sultunabad, or of the right to continue to build and work the roads tron: Kuni to Tsp 
und from Sultauabacl to. Ahwaz but Upresume that the idea is to res 
‘entire Cone isting anid for still unconstructed roads, 

ed and worked by the Ba 
Sultanabad, a distance of about 190 miles. ‘Tolls are te 


and the now been put in 


st made to the Persiay 


a-year; 
400L. oF 5001 


road, even if very 
t another 50,0002, perbaps a good deal more, and 1 fally 

uid not be expected to incur this expense. 3 

From Ahwaz to Ispaban % good road exists, the Lynch Bakhtiari road, with bridges, 
earavanserais, Xe., to that putting the construction of the Luristan road out of the 


question for the present, it would only be necessary for the Bank or any English Company 
to which it might sell its rights, to connect Ispahan with Kum, @ distance of about 
160 miles, for us to have a trade route from the Karun to Tehran, along which wheeled 
traffic could pass throuzh a peaceable country, and the whole of which would be under 

ish control. As it is, the existing high road hetween Ispahan and Kum, though very 
rough and primitive, can, I believe, at most sensons of the year be traversed by carts and 
carriages. 

Tt would seem a great pity that this trade route, two-thirds of whieh have been 
mainly created by British enterprise, should be practically abandoned as an English road 
by the sile to the Persian Government of the most important section in one way of the 
whole, viz., that from Tehran to Kum, with the prospective extension to Tspahan, 1 call 
this section the most important because it is the main artery which connects the north 
and south of Persia. All the trade which is carried on betiseen the capital and the 
northern provinces beyond, and the south, south-east, and south-west of Persia passes 
along it. The routes from Bushire, Shiraz, and Tspaban, and from Bunder Abbas, 
Baluchistan, Ken \d Yezd mect at Kashan between Kum and Ispahan, The route 
from the Karun through Luristan and Buragird joins the great southern and south 
eastern road at Kum, and the whole traffic between the various ports of the Persian Gult 
and the southern, south-western, and south-eastern provinees thus passes along the 
Kum—Tebran road. 

Tentertain little doubt that if this 


lings of the people, Nor do T think, bear 
Witte to spend several hundred thousand pounds on i car 

from Julfn to Kazvin, and on subsidies to Russinn steamers in the Gull thut he would 
hesitate, for the sake of the political and commercial advantages to be obtained by it, to 
put down the sum necessary in order to complete a Russian road from Sultanabad to the 
Karun, ‘The plausible pretext which this vould afford hiin for sending, under the disguise 
of road inspectors or road surveyors, political agents, each attended “for the sake of 
security,” by a few Cossacks, of our sphere of interest are too obvious to 
Any one acquainted with Russian methods ia Asia to need comment, 

Even if, however, he shrank for the moment from entering upon this larger scheme, 
the mere acquisition by a Russian Company working in accord with the Resht and Tabri 
Road Companies, of the ‘Tehran-Kum-Ispahan roads would be sufficient to give a 
considerable impetus to Russian political and commercial predominance in Central 
Persia. It would, T should imnging, be easy, without any appearance of differential 
treatment, and on some such principles as those of the zone system, first applied on the 
Hungarian and now on the Russian railways, so to. arrange the Company's charges alor 
its roads from the mainly Russian markets of Resht and Tabriz to Kashan, Ispahan, and 
Sultavabad as to give goods coming from the former a great advantage in point of 
cheapness over British produce reaching Central Persia from the Gulf, Tf Russian goods 
are now slightly predominant at Kum, we still hold our own at: Ispahan and (more or less) 
in the region between Ispahan and Kum, but L expect we should not long continue to do. 
+o were the trade route between that place and Russia to be worked in the interests of 
Russian commerce and political influence by a Company or Bank bucked up by the 
Russian Government. Unlike the Imnporiai Bank, the Russian Banque des Prots is. an 

ney for the diffusion of Russian goods and samples throughout Persia, and the 
possession of the miost important means of conimunication between the north and south 
would greatly iuercase its leverage for this purpose, 

‘The moral effect of the abandonuient of our Road Concessions, ever if they were nat: 

nmediately transferred to the Russians, would, moreover, be most unfortunate, especially 
if it coincided with the announcement of « new Russian loan and the yeant to Russia of a. 
new road through Azerbaijan. ‘The Persian public is watehing with considerable interest 
the present phose of the struzele between Russian aud British intluctice at Tehran, Une 
as it is to admit it, Russia's inthuence has, ever since the loan of January 1900, 

nue pol i mainly and, unde present ire 
vitably defensive, Every symptom on our side of diminished interest. in 
ication of a disposition ou the part of British enterprise to give way 
before Russian; every tug at the rope which brings the Russians nearer and pushes us 
further baek from the dividing-line between the two spheres of influence, tencls to confirm 





‘ippily prevailing impression that hers is the {winning, ours the waning cause. 
Disliking and distrusting all Christian Powers alike, the Persians, I think, on the whole 
fear and hate Russia more than they do us, and would sladly welcome any sign of 
resolve on our part to vindicate our old position, Buz with them, as with all Orientals 
(we have seen it in Egypt since Fushoda), victriz causa placet, and I doubt if all Persia 
could produce a sinyle Cato. It is, therefore, very desirable from the point of view of our 
political influence that no step should be taken which eould encourage a belieh however 
unfounded in itself, that we are weakening in our hold upon, or our interest in, their 
country, ; 

; ittinss, howe y for the ark of argument, that it is to the advantage of the Bank 
as a business concern to realize, would it not be possible that some other British Compan 
or Syndicate should be induced to take up the Concessions, and that, in view of the pal 
consideritions which 1 have endeavoured to. set forth above, some support should, if 
necessary, be accorded to it by His Majesty's Government? Tt would, f suppose, be out 
of the question for His Majesty’s Government to buy the Concessions lor 12,500h, iteel 
but. millionnaite like Mr. D'Arcy, who hopes to develop an oil industey in the Provinces 
of Duristay and Atabistan, 1 Lynch, to 
promote u ¢ for taki of, say, 1,000), aeyear could be 

D ited term on this condition, depends on the future of railways 

if these were started cight or nine years hence, when the Russian Railway 
Agreement expires, then Load Concessions woul be of little value, except in so far as the 
ronds themselves could be utilized for the purpose of railway construction. In. the 
invert however thle posession woul be of ince advantage to any: Company 

e commercial interests—eg,, oil-fields—in Souther a Po t 
receipts diffused over ton yea ‘sh plus a subsid PRC RUM: Ophea 
fepty the original outlay, Should, on the oth 
continue to be deferred, the purchase for 17,5004 of a Ck lo 
a 1,400, x even 12000 aryenr, could nat be regnrted se baal 

If this idea is deemed impracticable, Lo 


i sale shou 
be deferred for another six months, when the zs 


it to England, 


T have, &e 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 





No, 225, 


Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December {30.) 


(No. 186. Contidential,) 


‘My Lord, Tehran, December 9, 1901. 


T HAVE the lionour to transmit herewith, in conti \ 

HAV the honout to trans ‘vith, in continnation of my despatch No. 184 

of the 20th ultino, a eopy of note which T have received from Henrosieen 

by direction of the Grand Viaier, « eertiied copy of the Russian Loan Contract 

‘Your Lordship will observe that it-contains no politi iti 

‘ werve tliat it contains no political conditions other than those 

ith which we axe ubready acquainted. T may, however, mention, with reference to 
tile 5, that the Russian Government has recently insisted on the payment into the 
Banque des Prvts of the whole of the Customs revenue allotted to the service of the 


Hoan, iar of which had hitherto, for convenience, been paid into the Imperial Bank of 


M, Naus is of opinion that the new | niract with Russia will not actually be 


signed till the conditions attached to t) t i 

ia r ions attached to the grant of the Azerbaijan road have been settle 

un As at pce aa fs understand Uiat these conditions have recently been moc } 

and toned down by M. de Witte, in deference C e: ‘ions of y 

qua toned down by M- de Witte, in deference to the representations of the Persian 
Jaye impressed upon the Gra 


d Vizier the importance of very es 
and submitting for a aeyort by M, Hae the new tonn 


Naus the drift of the new loan contract before 
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signing it or authorizing its signature, and, if possible, of its being signed here rather 
than at St. Petersburgh. His Highness and the Mushir-ed-Dowleh now try to put all the 
blame for the hard conditions inserted in the contract of 1900 on the Arfa-ed-Dowleb, 
who, the Grand Vizier says, was instructed merely to give the Russian Bank the priority 
over others in the matter of foreign loans, but allowed himself to be persuaded into 
gianting, first to that Bank and then to the Russian Government, a right of absolute 
veto upon them, alleging afterwards, in defence of his action, that he had misunderstood 
the eypher telegrams sent to him from ‘Tehran, 

‘Phe Atabog.i-Azam has assured me that he will take care that this mistake shall 

eur again, He has been so busy during the past week with the marringe 
festivities of two of his sons that T have not lind am opportunity of ascertaining from him. 
what progress, if any, the Mushir-ul-Mull: has made in his negotiations with M.de Witte, 
and T may not be able to see him on the subject before the departure of the messenger. 
L imagine, however, that even if the loan contract is not actually signed, or on the point 
jigned, the definite promise that the Russian Government will provide the 
money has enabled His Highness to quict the Shab, with whom he is at present in high 
favour, and who has just presented him with a magnificent new diamond wateh. 

Uhear at the same time in several trustworthy quarters that the Atabeg-i-Azam is 
as much opposed as he dares to be to the Shah's European tour, apprehending a eertain 
forment in the public mind when the news of a fresh Russian loan is confirmed, and « 
new Tariff; susceptible of much misrepresentation, put in foree, “The discontent will, 
it is thought, be more serious if it should he urged’ by the enemies of the Goyeroment 
that funds obtained by the sacrifice of Persia’s interests are being squandered by the 
Shah iu Europe, whilst the dangers attending it will be aggravated by the absence of 
His Imperial Majesty’ as well as of his Grant Vizier from the country, and the Regeney of 
the Shua-es-Sultanel, a young Prinee not too friendly to His Highness, 1 may mention 
in this connection that a Siyid of fairly high, thonh not of the highest, rank in the 
Moslem Hierarchy, who recently visited ine, spoke spontaneously in terms of strong dis. 
approval of any new Russian loan, and sugested that the clergy should procure a Petwa 
from the great Mujteheds of Turkish Arabia condemning any such transuction as 
contrary to religion, and if this did not deter the Government, should start a movement 
like that agai Twas obsiously careful to say wothing ofa nature to eneournge 


Wer made by His Majesty’s Government is, of course, known only to a few 
crsons, but. it would, 1 think, not be amiss that it should be gradually allowed to 
recome public, ILis most important that it should have been formally made (1) because 

it has shown the Persian Government, and will show the Persian people, that we are 

prepared to give practical proof of our interests in this country, and that in an 
emergency, which fias not yet arisen, they ean look to us for support; and (2) because it 
has forced’ to some extent the hand of the Russian Goveroment, and will probably 
compel it to provide on easy terms the funds which Persia requires, {f a Russian loan 
coulil not be stopped, it was best that it slionld be made in a large timp sum on easy. 

itions. The danger was that Russia would keep Persia in a position of expectant 
dependency by doling out two or theee hundred thousands at a time, and exacting a fresh 
price for each dole, I should think, moreover, that it would not suit Russia to go on 

Jonding large sums to Persia every few yenrs, at low interest and without fresh security, 

Dut it may be difficult for her to reluse to do so, whilst simultancously forbidding 
Persia to hake more advantageous terms elsnwhere, “In the present ease the Persian 

Government haye put no pressure on Russia, whieh they night easily have done, by a 

personal appeal for example from the Shah to the Emperor, in order to obtain her 

consent to their accepting our offer, ‘The Grand Vizier would, no doubt, rather, 
cetteris poribus, borrow from Russia than from us, expecially as onr offer was coupled 
with conditions whose acceptance would have offended the Russian Government, and he 

Knows that Russia was ready to lend him money in order to stop out interventio 

Bat it does not follow that these peculiar conditions will always he repeated. 

[believe these negotiations have very foreibly brought home to the Grand Vizier 
the painfulness of the Russian bit, ‘two years ago hie thought the money he had 
olitained would render any farther loan unnecessary, and never troubled to consider 
what would happen when his funds began to fail. His inability to borrow elsewhere and 
M. de Witte's insistance on conditions which could neither be evaded nor postponed, 
have made him realize the error he has committed, and he is now making desperate 
efforts to reorganize the internal finances of Persia, 50 as to avoid as long as possible 
further loans, M, Naus informs me that a Commission will shortly be appointed 
to reform the administration of the Malint on the Jines indicated in my despatch 

[1695] 3M 





No, 175 of the 19th ultimo; but T believe he agrees with me in thinking that 
European supervision and control are essential if this measure is to bear any fruit. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 223. 
M, Naus to Sir A. Hardinge. 


M, le Ministre, Ministére des Douancs, le 7 Décembre, 1901. 
CONFORMEMENT 3 ordre qui m'en a été donné par Son Altesse I"Bmir Alta 
Bak Azam, j'ai Vhonneur de remettre eigjuint & votre Excellence une copie de Vacte de 
Nemprunt de 22,0000 roubles or, conclu au mois de Janvier 1900, entre le 
Gouvernement Impérial de Perse et la Banque des Préts de Perse & Saint-Pétersbourg. 
Son Altesse m’a chargé de vous notifier en migme temps que la communication de ce 
document a lieu a titre confidentie!, 
Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) J. NAUS, 


Tnolosure 2 in No, 223. 
Contract for Loan of January 1900, 


‘d-Dowleb, 
Impériale le Selah de 
wutre part, il été convenu et urrété 


Article 1. En vertu d'un Firman de Sa Majesté Iinpériale le Schah de Perse, en date 
du 4 Djamadisel-Aval, 1317 (80 Aoit, 1899, ¥.s.), le Gouvernement. Impérial de Perse 
procédora a Pémission dan, @Btat dan wontant nominal de 22,590,000 
roubles (1 youble 1/15 Impériale, contenant dix-septdoli quates-cent 
de dota dor fin d'aprds ta L fonétaire du 7/9 Juin, 1899), 

Cot emprunt portera un intérdt de 6 pour cent Sur le capital nominal et recevra la 
dénomination de® Emprunt Persian 5 pour Cent Or de 1900! 

W sera remboursable en soixante-quinze ans, 

Art. 2. Lat Banque des Préts le Perse s'engage & prendre 
Soul {iit de In signature du présent contrat “I Bwprunt Persan 5 pour Cent Or de 1900,” 
an qontant no:tinal de 22,500,000 roubles au prix de 863 pital nominal 
sous déJuction le 1} pour cent. destings & couvrit les {kis d’émission, confection 
de titres, Se, soit au pris net de 85 pour vent ou 19,125,000 roubles plus len intérdts 


- HI sera créé pair le Gouvernement Impérial de pour le :wontane total 
de PEmprant Persin 5 pour Cont Or le 1900, une obligation générale libellée en Russe vt 
en Persan, qui ser munie des signatures légales Persanes. 

Cette obligation seca détivede A Administration dela Banque des Préis de Perse a 

-Pétersbours, qui la déposcen jusqu’h son amortissement détinitif a la Banque de VBtat 
le Russie, 

Art, 4, L’Emprunt Persan 5 pour Cent Or de 1900 a pour guarantie Mutézralité des 
revenus dle toutes tes Douanes de Perse, a l'exception de celles de Fars et des ports da 
Golfe Persique, Par revenus des Douanes sont entendus les tevenus existants, aus bien 
ceux qui ont té donnés en fermaze pour année financiére du 21 Mars, 1599, ua 20 Mars, 
1900, que ceux pergus par le Gouvernement. 

West expressément entendu que le présent emprunt a le droit de priorité absolue sur 
toute autre eréuce sur les produits d'une partic ou de la totalité des Douanes 
Impériales Persiies sustentionnées pouvant découler de contrats queleonques, antérieurs, 
Drésents, ow A venir. 

Art, 5. La totalité des revenus des Dovanes Tinpériales de Perse sus-indiquée 
(Article 4) sera versée & Téheéran A la Ba que des Préts de Perse, « era sur ces. 
evens Vannuité semestrielle dans le délai préva de so: @ ans, soit 

,125 pour cent du capital nominal, plas un quart ce c chet sur 
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Pannuité susmentionnée, soit 578,144 roubles par semestre A partir du 1° Juillet, 
1900. 

is versés & la Banque des Préts de Perse dépassaient le montant 

8 roubles par an, Vexcéilent serait mis A la disposition du Trésor Impérial de 


oh, & une échéanee semestrielle queleongue, les versements da 

rnement Impérial de Perse n’atteindraient pas In dite somme, le Gouvernement 
Impérial reconuatt et acconle par le présent contrat A la Banque des Prots de Perse le 
droit dexereer un contidle effectif sur la perception des dits revenvs de Douane 
(Article 4), dans le but de vérifier le montant des receties et leur affectation, Ce droit de 
contrdleet de vérification ne sera pas exereé tant que les annuités serout couvertes par les 
entrées, 

Art. 7. Siu vOle prévu par I'Aiticle Gil se produisait un nouveau retard 
dans les paiements des anouités semestrielles, la Banque des Préts de Perse aura le droit de 
se charger, pour compte du Gouvernement Impérial, de la gestion diveete de toutes les 
Douanes de Perse, A Vexveption de celles du Rars et des poris da Golfe Persique, qui 
resteront sous la gestion du Trésor Impérial de Perse, et ee aux conditions suivautes :— 

(a.) Le choix du personnel dépendra de la Banque des Préts de Perse, mais il sera 
composé exclusivement de sujets Persans, & exception de vingt-cing fonetionnaires 
supérieurs, pour Iesquels 1a Bangue a pleine liberté de choix, 

(b.) La Banque est tenue & maintenir les tarifs Kégaux et droits existants eb A ne pas 
Tes aygmenter sans le consentement du Gouvernement Impérial de Perse. 

(@.) Le Gouvernement Impérial de Perse se réserve le droit de contrOler Ia gestion de 
eette Administration, 

(2) Tes frais de perception ct d’administration ainsi que deux annuités semestrielles 
étant déduits du montant des recettes, la plusevalue éventuelle sera mise A la disposition du 
Gouvernement Impérial. 

Art, 8. Dans le cas ait les revenus des Douanes réalisés par PAdwninistration de Ja 
Banque (Article 7) se trouveraient insuffisants pour couvsir une annuité somestrielle, le 
Gouvernenvent Impérial aurait A fournir une garantie supplémentaite; les modalités’de 
cette garantie additionnelle feront Vobjet dune entente spéciale d tablir entre le Gouver- 
nement Impérial de Perse et la Banque des Prets de Perse, 

Art. 9. Le produit net de I'Emprunt Persan & pour Cont Or de 1900 (Article 2) sera 
mis 21a disposition dia Gouvernement Impérial de Perse coinme st 

(@.) Une somme de 1,565,300 r. 58 k. ot de 1,763,000 krans plus les’ intérées 
courus est affectée au remboursement da prét ueconté pur la Banque des Préts de Perse 
ainsi que des bérats escomptés par cette banque, 

Le montant des krans est calculé en roubles au cours du jour. 

(2,) 1 Banque des Prats de Perse prend a sa charge Te Yemboursement intégral aveo 
les _préavsis stipulés de tout emprunt ou dette aniér de p Gow 
vement Impérial de Perse sur le marché Anglais et votamnment par Mintermédiaice de la 
Imperial Bank of Persia, et no mipront Anglais 6 pour Cent de 1892 et de 
‘avance denviron 2,500,000 roubles faite par le Impérial Bunk of Persia, capital plus 
intéréts courus, en déduisant des produits nets de s'Emprunt Persian 5 pour Cent Or de 
1900 Ia somme nécessaire pour les dits remboursements calculGe en livres stetling sur In 
base dit couts du change’ vue sur Londres a Ia Bourse de Saint-Pétersbourg, 

Ta liste compldte de cos emprunts ou dettes sera, communiqude oicillement A la 
Banique des Préts de Perse par le Gouvernement Impérial, qui stengage par le présent. 
contrat & faire rombourser tous ces emprunts ou dettes par les soins de la Banque de Perse 
jusqu’an 1” Janvier, 1901, au plus tard, iA 

(c.) Le solde dv produit net sera inis A Ja disposition du Gouvernement Impérial de 
Perse : 

1, Soit A Saint-Pétersivourg en billets de erédit ou en lingots @aryent achetés jiour’ 
compte du Gouvernement Impérial dle Perse a sa eonvenanee par les soins de la Banques 
qui percevra sur ces achats sa commission usitée ; 

2 Pélidran, également en billets de erédit ow en lingots d'argent les fea 
Wenvoi des billets de crédit sont. supportés par la Banque des Préts de Perse; les frai 
lenvoi des lingots d'aigent sont & In charge du Gouvernement Impérial de Perse; 

Soit_ en transferts (versements. sur Londres, Paris, Berlin, ow des villes Russes 
nt-Pétersbourg, que la Bangue tes Préts de Perse délivtera au cours di jour 
‘et en percevant sa commission usitée, 

Le paiement du solde de Memprunt sera effectué en quatre versements espaccs d'un 
anois, dont le premier de 1,875,000 roubles aussitét aprés la signature du présent contrat ct 
les trois antres en montants égaux. 
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Art. 10, A Veflet du décompte prévu par Article 9, la Banque des Préts de Perse 
ouvrita au Gouvertiement Impériil de Perse un compte courant productif dun intérét 
de 4 pour cent Pan, ; 

Ce conipte scorn erédité d'une part du produit net de Pemprunt, et débité par contre 
des sommes affectées uboursement des dk du Gouvernement 
Impérial et ‘ Ta cisposition du dit Gouvernement (Article 9) valeur du jour des 
Geritores respectives. 

Art. 11, La Banque de Préts des Perse stenga évenir la Banque Impériale de 
Perse quidlle prend & sa charge le remboursement ait Yemprant 
‘Anglais 6 pour Cent de 1892, dtm montant originaire de 500,000!. (Article 9 (b)) ainsi 
que de tout autre emprunt ou dette contraeté par le Gouveruement Iniperial de Perse par 
Ventremise de I'Imperial Bank of Persia, 

Ta Banque des Préts de Perse gatdera par devers soi les sommes destinges au 
reinboursement des nts et dettes susmentionnés jusqu’h la date qui sera fixée par le 
Gouvernement Impérial de Perse pour leur remboursinient effectif en conformité aux 
préavis stipulés (Article 9 ()). 

Les titres remboursés de !Emprunt Anglais 6 pour 2 seront diiment anuulés 
par la Banque et tenus & la dispositi ravernement Tmpérial de Perse au fur et & 
mesure de leur rembours 

Art. 12, 114 Banque des Préts de Perse, dans le but de rentrer éventuellement en 
possession des fonds avanecs au Gouvernement Impérial de Perse en vertu du présent 
contrat, se réserve Ja faculté @émettre w Pes sur les 

(a) L’Biuprunt Persun sera saranti par te Gouvernement Lips Russie; 

) Le montant nominal deEmprant Garanti et les taux dintérét seront fixés p 
Hangue de Prots dex Perse sous la véserve que le produit net de Vempraut ne pourra 
pas dépasser le restant non gworti de I’Emprunt Persan & pour Cent Or de 1900, et que le 
dit Bmprunt Garanti dev intégralement remboursé duns le délat préva pour Vamor= 
tissement ddlinitit de PBmprunt Persan 4 pour Cent Or de 1900. 

(c.) J.es titres seront libcllés en roubles ¢t leur contrevaleur en monnaies étrangéres 
aux porités ailoptés pour les emprants du Gouvernement Impérial de Russie; 

(i), Les titres et coupons le Vemprunt seront exempts & tout jamais de tout impor 
Persaiy présent ow venir, ainsi que de tout autre prélevement de la part du Gouvernement 
Impérial de Perse 5 

(c.), Tous{les autres details concernant "émission, les titres, fe service de emprunt, &e., 
seront réglés par Ia Banque de Préts de Perse & son ares 

(f) La Banque des Préts do Perse prenaut asa charge tous les frais découlant do 

i du service de Emprunt Persan, garnti par le Gouverucinent Impérial de 

ission dyentuelle de eet emprunt ne modilic en rien les engagements pris en 

Vertw dir présent contrat par fe Gouvernement Impérial de Perso, relativement & VEmprant 
P Cont Or de 1900 (Article 4). 

e Gouvernement Inpérial de Perse se résorve te droit de rembourser 

mprunt Persan 5 pour Cent de 1300 pur anticipation, & partir du i Janvier, 1910, en 

nat, Ia Banque de Prots des Perse six mois davance, Duns ce cas ta Banque des 

Préts de Perse aura le choix dappeler au remboursement te solde uel VEtmprunt 

Persin garanti par lé Gouvernement Impérial de Russie ou de le tnisser en circulation & sa 

itu, sans frais mucons pour le Gouvernement hinpérial de Perse 

Ait. 14, Jusqu’d remboursement intégral de ’Emprunt 5 pour Cent Or de 1900 te 
Gouyervoment Impérial de Perse n’émettra aucun emprunt extérieur (fonds d'Etat ou 
Yalewrs yuranties) & moins dune entente préalable avee le Gouvernement Impérial de 
Russie. 

Jusquid In dite époque, le Gouvernement Imperial de Perse renonce également au 
droit Wabuiscer les droits de Gouane servant de garantie de "Emprunt Persan de 1900 
Article 4), i woing une cntente préalable avec te Gouvernement Lmpérial de Russie, 

Art, 15. Les doutes et différences quelconques qui surgiraient cans l'exécution de ce 
contrat seront jugés par entenite avec (sie) entre les Gouvernements Impériaux de Russie 
et de Perse. 

Aut, 16. Leprésent contrat est dressé cn deus exemplaites dont un pour le Gouver- 
nement Lnpérial de Perse, et autre pour la Banque de Préts des Perse ; ees exemplaires 
sont aflrauchis de tout droit de timbre Russe et Persian, 


‘Pour copie conforme 
(Signé)—Navs, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, Janvier 1900, 
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No. 224. 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received December 80.) 


(No. 187.) 
‘My Lord, Tehran, December 10, 1901. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith, with reference to my telegram No, 60 
Gf the 21st October, a copy of a despatch fiom Uti Majesty Consul-General at 
spahan on the subject of Messrs, Lynch’s claim on the Bakhtiari Chiets, i 
ee a ynch's claim on the Bakhtiari Chiefs, in respect of 
Thave, ke, 


(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 


Tnolosure in No, 224, 
Consul-General Preece to Sir A. Hardinge. 


7 Ispalan, December 8, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that Mx. Taylor, when passing through 
Chehar Mahal on his return to Ahwaz, suw the Bakhtiari Chiefs and, in aecordance 
with his instructions, asked them for sith of 8,500 ‘This demand they absolutely 
refused to comply with as not being in accordance with agreement, ‘They are 
collecting the money for the payment in avcordance with their promise, 

With reference to the Karun and road traffic, orders hinve been sent to Bombay 
not to accept any more carzo, and the agent: here ‘has been instructed to close the 
office and has received threo months’ notice that his services will no longer he 
required. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) "J. R. PREECE. 


No, 225, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansilowne.—(Receivet December 80.) 


(So. 158) 
ily Loni, Tehran December 10, 1901, 
patch from {His 
ons between the 
ty 
‘he appeal sai e heen made to His Royal Highness by the Grand Vizier 
for a “benevolence” of 20,0001. towards the extinction of the deficit, throws an 
interesting side-light on the financial methods of this Government, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR I, HARDINGR, 


Tnelosure in No, 225, 


Consul-General Preece to Sir A. Hordinge. 


(No. 49.) 
Sir, 


: Ispahan, December 8, 1901, 

L HAVE the honour to report that some little time ago the Zil-es-Sultan sent his 
Munshi Bashi Mira Baghir Khan to Tehmn to regulate with the Government some 
outstanding accounts by whieh the Prince elaimod about $0,000 tomans. I also have 
reason to believe that he was instructed to try and get for His Royal Highness the 
Goyernments of Shiraz and Kerman from thé New Year. Mirza Bagher Khan has 
written to lis Royal iat he ean do no gond in Tehran, and no one will 
take any notice of him. 

1005] aN 
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other hand, the Prince, Tam informed, has received a letter from the 

m drawing his attention to the fuct that the Sipab Salar and the Musher, 

1d the expenses of their offices and haye been most useful 

language which is not to be mistaken, asking him to contribute 

100,000 tomans to help them tide over present difficulti: Tt is surmised that the 

Prinee will not comply with this request, and the idea is, someone more complaisant 
will be found. 

It is well known among certain people here that the Sirdar Azam, the Prince's 
nephery, is very anxious to secure this Governorship. His mother, the Shah’s sister, 
has heen until lately in Vohran, and is known to be on the best of terms with 
the Shah, whilst ler relations with the Zil-es-Sultan have for a long time been 
strained. 

E have, &e. 
(Signed) ' J, R, PREECE. 





No, 226. 
Sir Ae Haydinge (0 the Marjuess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 30.) 


(No. 180.) 
My Lord, ‘Tehran, December 10, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour to report, in continuation of my despatch No. 158 of the 
Vith October, that, a reconciliation has been effected on the lines therein indieated 
the Prinee Governor-General of Fars and the British Agent at Shim 
Royal Highness the Shua-es-Sultanch sent 4 high official on the 

birthday to convoy” his congratulations to Hyder Ali Khan, and requested 
aatfond his investiliee a fow days lator with a’ Khatat,” a robe of honowe which had 
Neon gont ian by Is Imperial Majesty the Shab 


does, not, mention 

wcoived him standing or offered hi 
hhe was treated by him with great 
satisfaction, 

T have reason to believe that the Persian Government has privately represented 
to the Shusees-Sallaneh the advisability of his maintaining good relations with our 
Agent, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTIEUR 1, HARDING 





Sir A, Harilinge to the Marguess of Lansdowne.—(Received Decenier 30.) 


No, 190.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 10, 1901. 

I HAVE the honour {0 report that General Kossakovsky, who has just returned 
from Russia, has announced his intention of retiring from the Persian service in six 
months, by which time his successor, who has not yet arrived and whose name T have 
not yet learnt, will have become thoroughly acquainted with his new duties. 

Tt was rumoured among the Persians that acute differences had broken out 
detween their Goverment said General Kosstkovsky in consequence of the former's 

d rucruits, whose mutinous 


pen 
use, believe, howe 

to the death of Nis father, which was the 
an estate yequising, his personal: supery 
yeats it Pers not sorty to have n good pretext for 

Tie his certainly rendered excellont sorviees to his countey, and givatly helped to 
strongthen Russian influence, On the other hand, his énemies accuse him of 
peculation, and he has for some time past been ou bad terms with the Russian 


231 


Minister, of whom he is in the habit of speaking in a free and even unbecoming 
manner. Thus he always deals with the Imperial, and not with the Russian Bank, in 
onder, as he says, that “the spies at the Russian Legation” may not know all he does 
with his money. ‘The present system of Russian representation here, under which 
three independent agents, my Russian colleagne, the Manager of the Russian Bank, 
‘and the officer commanding the Cossack brizade, address separate Reports, someti 

in opposite senses, to Count Lamsdorif, M. de Witte, and General Kouropatkin respec 
tively produces infact curious and cecasionally, T btiov, embarrassing results 

have 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 





No, 228, 
Sir A. Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received December 30.) 


(No. 192.) 
My Lor Tehran, December U1, 1901, 

T HAVE the honovr to inclose herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia and in the adjacent territories, which has been drawn up by Major Napier. 

T hear from the south bad accounts of the effects of the drought last; summer 
‘on the crops, and there is apprehension of famine in Fars, The export of grain 
from the Gulf ports, after having, as T reported tivo or three months ago, been allowed, 
has in consequence again heen forbidden, Notwithstanding, however, much latent 
discontent and suffering, the country is generally quiet. 

Thiave, &e, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE, 


Inclosure in No. 228. 


Monthly Summary of Events not already reported in Despatches, from November 15 
to December 10, 1901. 


Tehran.—The Grand Vizier’s influence appears for the present to be supreme, that of 
the Hakim-ulsMulk being for the moment on the wane. His Highness has just married 
two of his sons to two daughters (their first cousins) of the Amin-ul-Mulk, and the lavish 
display for an entire fortnight, which he has made on this occasion, in the form of 
banquets to the whole of the society of Tehran, and entertainments, probably costing 
several thousand pourids, in which the multitude have participated, has, to some extent, 
revived his popularity. 

Mhe Nizam-es-Sultanch has emerged from his sanctuary in the Grand Vizier's house, 
‘and has received a robe of honour from the Shah, 

It is said that he will shortly recive a provincial Government, 

M. Naus, Administrator of Customs, has been named a Minister of State by 
the Shah. 

Tspahan.—The arrival of sixteen Sowars from India as a Consular Guard has caused 
much talk and speculation in the town. 

‘Whe regiment of Feridan, which has been on furlough, hns arrived on its way to 
‘Shiraz. 

‘There is much discontent among the people with the Princo’s régime, and owing to 
the river water not yct having been allowed to come into Tspahan, and the absence of 
rain, the sowing of wheat and opium is delayed, and it was anticipated prices would 
ise. Later reports, however, aunoutice falls of rain and. snow, and. as plenty. of 
‘rain is still coming in from Chchar Mahal and Feridvn, prices have ot been affected. 

‘There is a conflict en the tobacco growers Fabac, which 

tter is en ing to compel the holders to sell to the market price, 
Roads in. this very No one moves except in daytime and under 
escort. Robberies are of freq 

‘The Bakhtiari Chiols, Sirdar Assad and Sipahdar, have come to terms with their 

nele Reza Kuli Khan, by which cach is to oue-third share of the Government. 
teva Kuli KI so s es that his son Zergham-es-Sultanch is to haye a share 








in the Government. The latter is known to be 


‘a great intriguer, and is likely to upset 
the arrangement before long. yo urea 


in has arrived here to open 

The ashkai 
The Prince Governor 

‘ul-Mulk’s people and others, 
‘The agitation about the Prince's de 





pa branch of the Banque des P, 
¢ has paid up most of their taxes. 


already exacted a sum of 200,000 tomans from the Kawan- 


réts, 















: ~alings in grain, reported in last month's summary, 
continues. » 
‘The Mullahs are taking 
The 
‘The price of wheat is 1 kran 2 shabis, 


Phe pri is and barley 1 kran per maund, 
The Prinee bus received a robe of honour from tke Shak, 
He acca re alia bes just borrowed 50,000) from the Imperial Bank of Persia 
precinege4 purpose of condicting a further expedition against the dsaiecte) ives 
Province. He endeavoured to rai this loan from the Russian Bank, but without 
success, ss they lands as security, 
Nothing of n Kermanshah, Resht, or Asterabad. 
Pustire The Russian steamer *Koruilol” arrived on the Vth Gerace with @ 
f Kerosine oil and china-wai 
Tivo. Russians anived ay pusengers who are said 
nk at Bushire, also the Russian Viee-Consul for Busco 
ship “Simla” for Bussoral, 
A Persian official with ten tufangehis left on the 
is taking up the duties of Manager of Customs, 
‘Phe Russian merchant vessel * Sigrid 
British Indiin trading tira at Bushire. 
One Sheikh Sileh, who. endeavoured to. establish 
sinh’ against the Deputy Governor's orders, 
























carg 








Sof the Russian 
v on the steam 














th October for Charbar, where he 










arrived from Batoum with a cargo of oil for a 












ff as Chief of the village of 
has surrendered, and been placed in 
Mr, Walton, M.P., who came fom A\ 
steamer passing through to India, and 

Mohammerahic—X 
of the ShatecleArab, 

‘caravan of 
d Octobier, 
made the attack, 
‘Two Russians landed from the 
One has sinee heen reported to have i 

‘There haye been disturbances ne 
whole country between Dizful aud 
raiding up to’ the wates of both: tovn 

‘The Sulursed-Dowlel is at Khoremahad preparing to visit Arabistan, 

Kernan The Al-ulsMulk. bis been oruered to. proceed to. Baluchistan for the 
reer ge a hast other things, of settling numerous outstanding British elaine’. bot kee 
asked for s lange sui of money to ration tlie troops he is tuk i With him. ‘This the Shah 

eee tu there is A consequent deadlock. ‘The departure of the Sitwatah 
operate with Captain Showers against Motamed Oar near Dizak hie b 


also delayed by the Her of the guns at Kerman and the necessity 
of sondingg new guns fi 


Meshed.—It ig reported that Russians have 


cpnortunity th pirelinso lands in Derages: through Persians, owing to a: rosea once 
Aireeting the sale of Crown, property to Persian subjects, 

Te ie rumoured in ‘Tehran that the Asuted-Dowleh and the ‘Tukn-ed-Dowleh 
(Aine Mulk) are competitors for the post of Governor-General of Kheewar ace ier 
the later ns ollerel the hirger sum, namely, 140,000 tacts, for abo appaictenend who 
were disturbanees in Meshed about a fortnight ago a Naver-ed-Dowh 

The Rais-el-Nujar Kaimaram, and other le h 
took “bast” in order t force the Persian G it to recall the Goveruor-Ger 
Phe ta uted by the Government, and onder is now restored, 

Si or Pent reports that be now tims the Belgian Customs officer 
M. Molitor, who been somewhat hostile to the British, ready to do all he & 
facie the Ind An assistant Custuins officer, M. Cesari, has arrived sn 

i, 


‘Vhe Customs post at Lads is to be establishied 


waz, arrived on the 4th 
‘ nuded to see the place. 
pirwey on an Tudian sailing vessel, of 


November by the mail 








arach, took pla 





on the bar 








mules laden with opiuw was 
a loss of one m 





attacked by Arabs near Wais on the 
and three mules killed. It is said the Khastaj tribe 





Kornilo and teft for 
ived at Ispahan, 

Dizful by raids of the Sagwand Lurs, and the 

bad has been disturbed for some time by Lurs 





Alwaz en route to Tehran, 







are 























been availing themselves of the 



































at once, 








R : orted in Seistan. 
‘Some thefts by gangs of Afghan thieves are reported in Seist = 
A peat orca te ‘of ninety-one camels, passed through to Birjand on the 
28th October. Most of the camels belong to Messrs. Clementson and Marsh, 

are buying up land for shops outside the city. é 
News of the sanction of the Quetta~Nushki Railway has been received with mach 





A funeral service was held on the 10th October, and guns were fired 
snnouncing ‘Amir’s accession. ins 
sea rri pal cairlar cau at ciRion Gort AMieunting aaa 
2 rupees a-month to their wages. ‘he saluries of military officers have algo been pro- 
portionately increased. ; 
Mahomed Ismail Khan, the Shuje 
sons, He was met there by the Depu 
3, ka -month, J rf 
Sere ear cea fa Tora aa Os eT authorities to intercede for 
him to the Persian Government. ‘The latter has, in the meanwhile, asked His Majesty's 
Legation to obtain the return of the Shujicul-Mulk to Meshed, and hes been advised to 
send an agent to Herat to assure him that if he comes back to Persia he will not be 
ted. 4 pantae 
ret eairal dxa—The anova relies in ‘Trans-Caspia were taking place during October 
id ordinary traffic was suspended, ‘ 
ts Ghawenn tbe 2h September and Ue 21t Oclaber'600 wagon lou a rallnay 
material and 700,000 sleepers are reported to have been received in Askabud, ‘These 
are possibly required for the Tashkend-Orenburg Railway. ae 
General Kuropatkin, during his recent visit, interviewed Sardar Ismail ha, S00, 
of Mahomed Ishak Khan, Ismail Khan has been very restive of late, and has “been 
intriguing with other refugees. a, 
“The interview attracted some attention in ‘Trans-C A or 
‘The Governor of Herat lias been displeying some uneasiness at possible movements 
‘on the part of Ishak Khan and the Russians, and has been in communication with Colonel 
‘Trench at Meshed on the subject, 





J-Mulk, arrived at Herat, accompanied by his two 
y Governor, well reccived, and given an allowance 
























Signed H. D. NAPIER, Major, 
ae Military Attacké, 
Tehran, December 11, 1901. 





No. 229. 
Mr. de Bunsen to the Marquess of Lansitowne.—(Received December 30,) 


(No. 448.) . 
Constantinople, December 21, 1901. 
cd, F, 
M707" 7B te baoons to trsngat hore to your Lordship copy of a despatch 
from His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Hodeida reporting on the disturbed condition of 
Sete Thave, &e. , 
(Signed) -M. DE BUNSEN. 





Tnclosure in No, 229, 


Vice-Consul Richardson to Dr. Mahomed Hussain, 

se Hodeitay November 8, 1901, 
“INFORMATION has reached) me that a fight took place at Wayidat on the 
al iustant Ueisoon thocAtabs’af that placs and 400 ark oops Wayidat is a 
place about nine hours’ journey inland and eastwards from Lohela. It is reported 
that the Tos on the Murkish. side was 48 Killed and 28 wounded, whores the Arabs 
only lost S men killed and 35 wounded. ‘The Arabs of Wayidat were assisted by 
several of the neighbouring tribos, and succeeded in capturing 72 rifles from the 
‘Turkish troops. eae 
age ee ner cerita hs imprisonment, by the Turks, of the 
1 














































































234 


heads of the Arab tribe of Wayidat for non-payment of the annual ta 
tribe, amounting to 30,000 dollars. Talf of this sum was paid by the 
tribe, with a promise to pay the halance in two or three months. 

‘At first the Purks agreed to tho arrangement, but on presentation of 15,000 dollars 
by the Headmen of the tribe, they were seized and imprisoned by the Turkish troops. 

On the 4th instont about 100 timo-expired Turkish soldiers awaiting transport 
home, wore embarked on sambooks at Hodeidah and speed to Lohcia, 
en route to the scone of the disturhaner. 


due by the 
hiefs of the 


















pate) 








T have, &e. 
(Signed) G. 0. RICHARDSON, 








No. 280. 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received December 30.) 









‘THE Under-Secretary 
Seoretary of State for Fore 
forwards horewith, for the 
a letter from the Fo 
Jask-Museat cablo, 


India Office, December 80, 1901, 





State for India presents 
Affairs, and, b 





is compliments to the Under- 
direction of Lonl George Hamilton, 
Scerotary of State, eopy of inclosure in 
, dated the 12th December, regarding the 








Tnclosure in No, 230. 


Mr. Maclean to Government of India, 










Sir, ber 3, 1901. 








LTLAVE the honour to infor 
and Muscat was established on thi 


vou that cor 
20th ultimo, 

L have, 

(Signed) FRED MACLE. 

Director-General of Telegraphs, 



















No, 








India Office to 





ign Office. (Received December 30.) 





VHE Undor-Secrotary of State for India presents lis compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of Stato for Porvign Affairs, and, by direction of Lonl George 
Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary: of State, copies 
of a telegram to the Vieoroy, dated the 27th December last, on the subject of Persian 
Loan negotiations, 


India Office, December 80, 1901. 


















No. 283+, 







Tuclosur in No. 281. 








The Marquess of Lansdowne to Siv A, Handi 

eto, 0 Si A. Hardinge, 

es ding eee your despatch No, 167 of ee Sieg, December a1, to01, 

one HAVE y 167 of the 8th Devciber relative to 
Tapprore the draft of the note whi 

Foreign Affairs, but the following alter 





Loril G. Hamilton to Government of fudia. 








(Telesraphie.) India Office, December 27, 1901. 
FOREIGN OFFICE have approved Mardinge is reported in is No. 85, 

and have informed him that Russian Govermnent have never intimated to His 

Majesty’s Goverment their inability to consent to our offer to Persi 






















ou propose to address to the Minister fh 
ots should be made in the Declarations 
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No. 232, 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received December 31.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Calcutia, dated the 12th December, on the 
subject of the Bahrein customs, 


India Office, December 30, 1901. 


Tnelosure in No. 232. 
Licutenant-Colonel Kemball to Government of India, 


(Confidential.) Bushive, November 28, 1901. 

TN continuation of my letter, dated the Sth November last, on the subject of the 
Bahrein customs, I have the honour to report that the Chief of Bahrein has ro-leased 
his customs to the present customs farmers, who are Hindu British-Indian subjects, 
for a further period of tivo years, that is, until the end of Bebruary 1906, 


No, 233, 
‘The Marquess of Lansidowne to Sir N. O'Conor. 
-¢, Deceniber 31, 1901, 
a uirbanees hud 'ocourred 


among some of the tribes in the neighbourhood of Aden, and that crimes and murders 
had been committed, The Porte hid instructed its authorities. on the spot to use their 


putan end to this state of things ‘The Turkish Government trasted that 
jovernment would send similar instruc the authorities at Aden, 
iries would be made, but that, without more precise knowledge of these 
‘sccurrences, I could express no opinion with regard to them, 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) ’ LANSDOWNE, 





